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TO  THE  READER, 


It  is  not  to  be  expedled  that  the  world  will  take  it 
for  an  excufe  of  the  tedious  delay  that  has  been  made 
in  publilhing  the  feventh  volume  of  the  Turkifh  Spy, 
to  fay  that  our  Arabian  now  grows  old  and  decre- 
pid,  is  forced  to  walk  with  a  ftaff  or  crutch,  as  he 
himfelf  confefles  in  one  of  the  following  letters,  and 
is  befides  worn  out  with  ficknefs  and  care,  fo  that 
he  cannot  be  fo  expeditious  in  bufinefs  as  he  was  in 
his  youth.  It  may  be  faid  this  apology  would  be 
more  proper  for  the  Englilh  tranflator  to  make, 
were  he  in  the  fame  condition  ;  but  he  is  in  his 
prime,  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  vigorous,  and  ac¬ 
tive  }  and  therefore  might  have  made  more  hafte, 
they  will  fay,  to  oblige  the  world,  and  gratify  the 
expeditions  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  perpetually  dun 
the  bookfellers  for  the  reft  of  his  Mahometan  letters. 

It  were  eafy  to  anfwer  this,  by  only  putting  you 
in  mind,  that  he  who  undertakes  to  lead  a  flow¬ 
footed,  Ihort-winded,  and  weak  perfon  by  the  hand, 
and  condudl  him  to  his  journey’s  end,  mull  of  ne- 
ceflity  keep  the  fame  pace  with  his  charge,  though 
he  himfelf  were  as  fwift  as  a  flag  when  alone  and  at 
liberty befides  that,  a  man  is  apt  to  attradl  a  con- 
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qualities  into  habits  of  his  own. 

But  all  this  is  trifling,  and.  cur  Englifh  tranflator 
is  under  none  of  theie  circumftanees.  To  come  to 
the  purpofe,  therefore,  gentlemen,  you  will  com¬ 
mend  our  tranllator’s  wifdom  for  not  being  in  fuch 
poft-hafte  at  this  juncture,  when  you  reflect,  that  like 
a  wife  racer,  though  he  gave  a  Hart  in  the  beginning 
at  nrft  fetting  out,  yet  he  foon  blackened  his  pace, 
that  he  might  make  fure  of  the  goal,  remembering 
the  old  Englifh  proverb,  “  The  more  hafte  the 
worfe  fpeed.”  Thus  he  fuffered  three  years  to  Aide 
by  him  before  he  reached  the  fecond  ftage  (2d  vol.)  • 
and  though  he  began  to  take  up  his  heels  more  nim¬ 
bly  afterwards,  fo  as  to  recover  by  degrees  his  loft 
time  and  ground,  yet  ftili  he  did  but  moderately  jog 
on,  now  fpringing,  then  halting,  as  occafion  offered, 
and  as  he  found  his  ftrength  could  hold  ;  at  length, 
having  but  two  ftages  more,  wonder  not  that  he  is 
a  little  more  tedious  than  ordinary  in  this  •,  for  he 
does  it  to  refrefh  himfelf,  and  keep  his  breath  for 
the  laft  ftrain  of  all,  which  brings  the  prize,  observ¬ 
ing  herein  the  old  adage,  “  Finis  coronat  opus.” 

As  to  the  letters  contained  in  this  feventh  volume, 
there  is  little  to  be  faid  more  particular  than  of  thofe 
that  have  gone  before  ■,  they  in  general  contain  a 
mifcellany  of  hiftorical  tranfadtions,  moral  and  phi- 
lofophical  thoughts,  interfperfed  here  and  there  with 
Mahometan  politics  and  divinity. 

Only  you  will  find  our  Arabian  engaged  with  a 
certain  Jew  at  Vienna,  in  fomenting  the  difeords  of 
the  German  empire,  encouraging  the  rebels  of  Hun- 
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gary,  Croatia,  and  mutinous  provinces:  You  will 
hear  of  the  deaths  of  Count  Serini,  Frangipani,  and 
Nadafti,  who  were  all  beheaded  for  being  ringlead¬ 
ers  in  this  rebellion. 

The  next  and  laft  volume  has  this  of  lingular  in 
it,  that  it  will  prefent  you  with  the  rife  and  prefer¬ 
ment  of  Count  Tekeli,  who  has  made  fo  much  noife 
in  the  world ;  it  relates  many  of  his  public  actions, 
and  not  a  few  of  his  fecret  intrigues  •,  in  fine,  it 
difcovers  the  train  that  was  laid  to  blow  up  all  Eu¬ 
rope  into  the  flame  of  open  war  and  univerfal  hc- 
ftility,  which  to  this  day  confumes  the  lives  and  e- 
ftates  of  fo  many  thoufand  Chriftians,  impoverifh- 
es  and  lays  wafte  whole  nations,  and,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  will  end  in  letting  in  the  Turks  once  more 
upon  us,  to  our  final  ruin  and  confufion,  fince  thofe 
infidels  never  take  greater  advantage  to  invade  and 
conquer  the  dominions  of  Chriftians,  than  when 
they  find  us  involved  in  domeftic  wars  with  one  an¬ 
other. 
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BOOK  I. 

LETTER  I.— Ma  hmut  the  Arabian  at  Paris ,  to 
Mi  rm  ado  lin,  Holy  Sant  one  of  the  Vale  of  Sidon. 

W  Hy  was  I  made  a  man,  to  endure  thefe  cruel  agonies, 
of  which  no  other  fpecies  of  known  beings  can  poffibly 
be  capable  ?  or  why  at  leaft  was  I  particularly  formed  of 
fuch  a  con.citution,  as  to  attract  the  evils  which  are  fcat- 
tered  up  and  down  the  world,  and  piece-meal  dropped  on 
the  nativities  of  other  mortal  men ;  whilft  I  alone  am 
made  the  common  fink  of  human  mifery  ?  Surely  my 
partial  horofcope  monopolifed  the  moft  envenomed  afpe&s 
o*.  the  liars,  without  partaking  of  the  leaft  benign  and 
favourable  glance  ;  the  planets  had  laid  up  an  ancient 
deep  referve  of  fatal  influences,  which  they  poured  out 
at  large  upon  the  very  moment  of  my  birth  ;  nor  could 
tiic  careiui  midwife,  with  all  her  fit  ill  and  charms,  defend 
my  tender,  duftile,  reeking  body,  from  the  invincible  ca¬ 
taracts  which  flowed  upon  me  from  all  the  ’envious  figns 
and  conftellations  in  heaven. 
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My  whole  life  has  been  but  one  continued  tragedy, 
wherein  the  various  change  of  fcenes  has  not  relieved  me 
from  the  lead  real  evil  hid  behind,  but  only  amufed  my 
fenfe  with  fome  new  pageantry,  fomc  fair  idea  of  honour, 
pleafure,  or  profit ;  when  before  the  adt  was  done,  I 
found  myfelf  cajoled,  overwhelmed  in  frefli  calamities,, 
misfortunes  which  I  never  dreamed  of. 

Oh  !  that  the  Omnipotent,  when  from  eternal  fi- 
lent  thought  he  drew  the  ideas  of  every  fpecies,  and  e- 
very  individual  being,  which  he  defigned  for  afhial  ex- 
iftence  in  the  world,  had  funned  me  for  a  tree,  an  herb, 
a  blade  of  grafs,  a  ftone,  a  mufhroom,  or  any  infenfible 
thing,  incapable  of  pleafure  or  pain,  of  grief  or  joy,  or 
other  paffions,  which  hourly  thus  torment  our  human 
race  !  I  had  been  then  a  happy  neuter  to  all  falfe  fhows 
of  happinefs,  and  real  fenfe  of  nu’fery.  Oh  !  that  I  had 
been  an  oak,  a  beach,  a  palm,  or  cyprefs  of  the  foreft  ; 
for  then,  if  vegetables  have  any  feeling  of  their  own 
date,  I  fiiould  be  only  touched  with  feeret  pleafure, 
when  the  gentle  winds  fiiould  play  among  my  amorous 
branches,  and  teach  my  wanton  leaves  to  dance  the  mea- 
fures  of  young  harmlefs  love  ;  or  when  I  felt  the  feafon- 
able  rain  diftilling  on  my  withered  bark,  and  from  thence 
Aiding  to  my  thirfty  roots  ;  or  when  great  Phoebus  prints 
warm  vigorous  kiffes  on  my  checks  and  neck.  But  if 
this  be  too  proud  a  thought,  I  wilh  I  had  been  only  fome 
humble  (hrub,  fome  pigmy  plant,  fome  vegetable  dwarf, 
a  page  unto  the  mighty  trees,  fubfifiing  on  the  drops  and 
fragments  of  their  large  banquets,  meekly  cringing  at 
their  feet,  whilft  I  flood  fafe  and  free  from  ftorms,  un¬ 
der  the  fhade  of  their  extended  boughs,  in  happy  low 
obfcurity. 

When  I  pafs  through  the  fields,  and  fee  the  harmlefs 
flieep  browfing  upon  the  tender  grafs,  and  hear  them 
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bleating  to  their  wanton  lambs,  I  cannot  choofc  but  envy 
them  a  life  fo  void  of  care  and  pain  ;  they  range  and 
fport  at  large  in  flowery  meadows,  near  fome  cryftal 
lheam,  or  take  the  paftures  of  the  mountains,  whilft 
cheerful  (hepherds  tune  their  pipes,  and  fing  in  praife  of 
Amaryllis,  Daphne,  Sylvia,  or  fome  other  nymph,  and 
watchful  dogs  lie  fcouting  on  the  plain,  to  give  the  a- 
larm,  and  chafe  away  fly  wolves,  and  other  ravenous 
beafts. 

After  I  have  let  my  envy  fix  itfelf  a  while  on  thefe, 
a  warbling  melody  from  neighbouring  groves  diverts  my 
melancholy  thoughts,  and  turns  them  to  new  objects  ; 
then  I  lament  my  fate,  in  that  I  was  not  made  a  night¬ 
ingale,  a  thrufh,  a  lark,  or  any  of  the  feathered  choir, 
who  with  fweet  cheerful  notes  falute  Aurora  and  the  rif- 
ing  fun,  and  chirp  all  day  the  pralfes  of  that  fource  of 
warmth  and  life,  who  veils  the  earth  in  green  attire,  who 
decks  the  trees  with  verdant  leaves,  and  fills  the  world 
with  light.  They  chirp  and  fly  from  tree  to  tree,  from 
bough  to  bough,  rejoicing  in  the  beams  that  dart  and 
glide  among  the  moving  (hades  of  branches  rocked  by 
winds ;  their  thoughts  are  taken  up  in  building  nefts, 
wherein  to  hatch  their  young,  and  Ihelter  them  from  in¬ 
juries  ;  they  have  no  plots  nor  politic  tricks  to  undermine 
each  other,  but  pafs  away  their  time  in  innocent  fecurity 
and  harmlefs  pleafures. 

Methinks  the  worms  and  little  reptiles  of  the  earth  are 
happier  far  than  I ;  they  crawl  and  creep  about  in  hol¬ 
low  trees,  in  clefts  of  rocks  and  crannies  of  the  ground, 
to  hunt  for  food  and  for  divertifement ;  they  live  at  eafe 
without  being  racked  by  fupernumerary  cares  and  fears ; 
and  if  fome  ruder  foot  of  man  or  beafl:  (hall  trample  them 
by  chance  to  death,  or  more  malicious  hand,  with  (lone 
or  other  weapon,  (hall  wilfully  bereave  them  of  their 
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II. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

T  hes.e  is  now  force  probability  of  a  peace  between  the 
Englifh  and  the  Dutch,  which  will  alfo  reconcile  this 
crown  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  fince  the  King  of  France 
engaged  in  this  war  only  on  the  account  of  the  Dutch 
his  allies.  The  advances  towards  this  accommodation 
took  their  rife  from  the  alliance  lately  concluded  between 
the  States  of  the  United  Provinces,  the  King  of  Den¬ 
mark,  the  Duke  of  Brandenburgh,  and  the  Princes  of 
Brunfwick.  The  King  of  England  protefts  againft  the 
Dutch  as  the  firft  aggreffors,  in  that  they  had  taken 
above  two  hundred  of  his  merchant  fhips  before  he  offer¬ 
ed  the  leaft  acl  of  hoftility,  which  the  States  feeming  to 
acknowledge,  defire  the  king  to  appoint  force  neutral 
place  of  treaty  with  them  and  their  allies,  in  order  to  a 
peace,  the  fecurity  of  navigation,  and  the  eftablifliment 
of  commerce  for  the  future. 

Here  is  great  joy  for  the  birth  of  a  young  princefs,  of 
whom  the  queen  was  delivered  on  the  2d  of  the  moon  of 
January:  She  is  called  God’s  New-Year’s  Gift  to  France, 
in  regard  the  firft  day  of  that  moon  begins  the  year  with 
the  Chriftians ;  and  it  is  common  among  them  to  fend 
mutual  gifts  and  prefents  to  one  another  at  that  time, 
which  they  call  New-Year’s  Gifts  ;  and  fo  it  feems  God 
Almighty  has  appeared  very  modifh  and  complaifant,  in 
thus  timing  the  nativity  of  the  royal  babe,  for  which  they 
exprefs  their  thanks  in  revelling,  dancing,  ballads,  and  % 
thoufand  other  vanities  ;  and  thefe  divertifements  continue 
to  this  time,  it  being  the  Nazarer.es  carnival,  a  feafon 
confecrated  to  fport  and  mirth,  to  liberty,  buffoonery,  and 
all  manner  of  comical  and  ridiculous  apiihnefs. 

During  this  time,  you  ihaiiiee  an  infinite  variety  of  odd 
humours  and  mimical  actions  in  the  open  ibreets,  accord* 
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ing  to  every  man’s  particular  fancy  ;  here  you  {hall  meet 
with  one  drelfed  half  in  the  French  and  half  in  the  Spa- 
nifh  fafhion  ;  on  the  left  fide  of  his  head  hangs  dangling 
down  a  long  thick  curled  peruke,  which  reaches  to  his 
breaft,  whilfl:  on  the  right  you  fee  nothing  but  his  own 
hair,  cropped  clofe  to  his  ears  ;  a  long  multach,  as  black 
as  jet,  graces  the  right  fide  of  his  upper  lip,  whilft  on 
the  left  he  is  beardlefs  as  a  boy  of  feven  years  old  ;  and 
fo  from  head  to  foot  he  wears  two  contrary  garbs  :  One 
walks  about  with  gloves  upon  his  feet,  and  fhoes  upon  his 
hands  ;  another  wears  his  breeches  like  a  mantle  on  his 
{boulders  ;  here  comes  a  {lately  coach,  jogging  along  with 
grave  flow  pace,  and  drawn  by  fix  fair  horfes,  as  if  forne 
prince  or  cardinal  were  in  it,  when  behold  there  is  no¬ 
thing  but  a  filly  afs  puts  forth  his  giddy  head  with  flap¬ 
ping  ears,  half  drunk  with  the  jolting  unaccuftomed  mo¬ 
tion  ;  fometimes  he  brays  aloud,  and  then  the  rabble  fall 
a-laughing.  A  thoufand  other  fopperies  there  are  not 
worth  thy  knowledge  ;  for  both  the  noble  and  the  vul¬ 
gar  are  all  upon  the  frolic  at  this  time,  and  indulge  their 
wanton  fancies  to  the  height.  But  it  is  a  fatal  feafon  for 
the  poor  cats,  few  of  which  efcape  the  multiu  de,  whofe 
peculiar  paftime  it  is  to  tofs  thefe  creatures  in  a  blanket 
till  they  are  dead,  or  elfe  to  tie  them  two  and  two  to¬ 
gether  by  the  tails,  and  then  they  will  bite  and  fcratcli 
one  another  to  death.  The  cocks  alfo  are  generally  great 
martyrs  during  the  carnival ;  the  rabble  have  an  hundred 
cruel  ways  to  murder  them  in  fport.  All  their  devices 
are  inhuman  and  bloody.  They  did  not  learn  thefe  pro¬ 
fane  courfes  from  Jefus,  or  any  of  the  prophets  or  apo- 
files  of  God  ;  but  they  are  the  relics  of  Gentile  vanity, 
in  the  beginning  connived  at  by  the  priefts,  the  eafier  to 
retain  their  profelytes  in  obedience,  who  would  rather 
have  parted  with  their  new  religion  than  with  their  old 
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barbarous  cuftoms  ;  and  thus  the  pagan  fooleries  were 
handed  down  to  the  pofterity  of  the  primitive  Chriftians, 
and  were  adopted  into  the  family  of  church  traditions  ; 
and  men  are  not  more  zealous  for  the  gofpel  itfelf  than 
for  thefe  ridiculous  profanations  of  it ;  fo  dangerous  a 
thing  is  it  for  governors,  by  a  criminal  indulgence,  to 
permit  their  fubjefts  any  liberty  which  interferes  with  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  law  ;  for  fuch  a  difpenfa- 
tion  once  granted,  pafies  into  a  precedent,  which  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time  becomes  of  equal  force  with  the  law  itfelf ; 
and  by  fuch  prepofterous  methods  of  winning  and  retain¬ 
ing  converts,  Chriftianity  arrived  to  the  height  of  cor¬ 
ruption  it  is  now  infefted  with. 

Sage  minifter,  it  was  for  this  reafon  God  raifed  up  our 
holy  prophet,  and  gave  him  a  new  law,  with  power  to 
reform  and  chaftife  the  infidels :  He  planted  the  undenl- 
ed  faith  with  fcimetar  in  hand,  not  palliating  or  encou- 
raging  the  fmalleft  vicious  praftice,  but  fubduing  all 
things  by  the  dint  of  reafon,  or  the  keen  edge  of  the 
fword.  God  haften  his  return,  for  the  prevarications  of 
this  age  require  it.  [ 

Paris,  27th  of  the  ad  Moon,  of  the  year  1667. 


III. — To  Dgnet  Oglou- 

1  believe  thou  haft  not  forgot  the  obfervations  we  ufed 
to  make  on  the  religion  of  the  Chriftians,  when  vve  were 
Haves  together  in  Sicily  :  How  ridiculous  fome  of  their 
practices  appeared  to  us,  and  yet  what  a  fandlity  was  ma- 
nifeft  in  others ;  how  much  we  approved  the  majefty  of 
their  public  worfhip,  the  folemnity  of  their  high  mafs, 
the  gravity  of  their  proceftions ;  and  yet  how  great  was 
our  difguft,  when  wTe  confidered  that  all  thefe  honours 


3 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  VII. 


were  performed  to  figures  and  flatues  of  done,  wood, 
filver,  gold,  or  other  materials,  the  creatures  of  the  pain¬ 
ter  or  carver  ! 

We  fcanned  their  doctrines  alfo,  which  we  learned  from 
their  priefts  and  books,  and  defcanted  vaiioufly  on  them, 
as  they  were  more  or  lefs  conform  to  the  truth,  and  to 
the  volume  brought  down  from  heaven.  In  a  word,  we 
prailed  the  good,  and  cenfured  what  was  evil  in  their 
faith  and  manners,  or  at  lealt  what  we  thought  to  be  fo  ; 

■  or  herein  we  followed  the  diflates  of  our  education. 

Eut  now  in  our  riper  years,  if  we  ihould  call  over  our 
former  thoughts,  perhaps  we  fliould  be  of  a  different 
judgment,  and  find  matter  to  condemn  even  in  our  own 
part  cenfures ;  for  whatever  we  might  then  think  of  the 
Nazarenes,  upon  a  maturer  fearch,  I  cannot  find  th.em  to 
be  altogether  fuch  grofs  idolaters  and  infidels  as  we  and 
all  muffulmans  are  apt  to  believe. 

That  which  gives  me  the  greateft  fcandal  is,  that 
their  do £lors  entertain  fome  unwarrantable  fpecuiations 
about  three  fubltances  in  one  eJtence,  and  are  too  ventur¬ 
ous  in  their  thoughts  concerning  the  eternal  generation 
of  the  Word,  and  emanation  of  the  Breath,  by  which 
they  fay  all  things  were  created,  and  are  conferved  in 
their  beings.  They  teach  a  doflrine  repugnant  to  the  Al¬ 
coran,  when  they  fay  that  God  has  a  companion  equal 
to  himfelf. 

As  to  the  incarnation  of  Jefus  the  Son  of  Mary,  the 
Nazarenes  affert  nothing  hut  what  is  fuitable  to  the  Al¬ 
coran,  which  teaches  us  that  he  is  the  word  of  God.  In 
the  hiflory  of  his  life,  they  indeed  come  fhort  of  the 
muffulmans,  there  being  not  the  lead  mention  made  in 
the  whole  book  of  the  gofpel,  of  many  paffages  in  his 
infancy  and  tender  years,  wherewith  the  alcoran,  with 
other  holy  books  and  traditions  of  the  ancients,  acquaint 
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the  true  believers.  The  meflenger  of  God  tells  us,  that 
Jefus  fpoke  in  his  cradle,  refolved  doubts,  cleared  up  mif 
takes,  and  preached  the  unity  of  the  divine  effence 
other  writings  alfo  inform  us,  that  while  he  was  young, 
he  formed  the  figures  of  divers  birds  and  beafts,  of  clay 
and  his  own  fpittle,  and  having  breathed  on  them,  they 
became  living  creatures,  and  proftrated  themfelves  at  his 
feet ;  they  relate  alfo  that  he  made  a  pigeon,  which  flew 
up  and  down  through  divers  regions,  and  brought  him 
news  of  whatever  was  done  in  the  courts  of  foreign 
princes ;  and  that  from  the  day  of  his  birth  to  that  of 
his  translation,  twelve  angels  waited  on  him,  and  brought 
him  down  food  from  paradife.  Of  thefe  things  the 
Chriftians  are  ignorant,  and  of  many  other  paflages  ;  fo 
that  in  the  whole  it  is  evident  that  the  muflulmans  have 
a  more  particular  relation  of  the  life  of  Jefus  than  the 
Chriftians  themfelves  have,  frnce  we  recount  thofe  mira¬ 
cles  and  other  aftions  of  his  whereof  the  gofpel  is  filent. 

But  then,  on  the  other  fide,  they  believe  things  con¬ 
cerning  Iris  death,  whereof  neither  the  Alcoran,  nor  any 
other  of  our  writings  or  traditions  make  any  mention, 
uniefs  it  be  to  confute  the  error  of  the  Nazarenes  in  that 
point.  I  have  heard  the  arguments  of  their  learned  doc¬ 
tors,  and,  comparing  them  with  our  objedlions,  I  know 
not  well  what  to  conclude- 

They  infill  much  on  the  public  figns  and  wonders  that 
fell  out  at  that  time  of  the  fuppofecl  crucifixion  of  the 
Mefiiah,  the  rending  of  rocks,  opening  of  graves,  refur- 
reftion  of  many  dead,  and  the  preternatural  eclipfe  of  the 
fun,  when  the  moon  was  in  fight  in  the  other  part  of  the 
horizon  in  the  fame  moment,  which  made  a  great  philo- 
fop’ner,  then  in  Egypt,  cry  out,  “  Either  the  frame  of  the 
world  is  diffolved,  or  the  God  of  nature  fuffers.” 
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They  tell  a  ftory  alfo  of  a  certain  fhip,  that  was  on 
that  very  day  failing  in  the  Archipelago^  and  that  as  they 
palTed  by  certain  rocks,  the  mariners  heard  a  voice  call¬ 
ing,  Thamus,  Thamus,  very  often  and  loud.  Now  there 
being  one  of  that  name  on  board  the  veffel,  he  anfwered 
to  his  name,  upon  which  the  voice  faid,  “  When  thou 
comeft  to  the  illand  of  the  Palodes,  proclaim  it  aloud, 
that  the  great  Pan  is  dead  ;”  which  he  did  accordingly, 
and  there  followed  a  horrible  howling  and  roaring  from 
the  Ihore  of  that  illand.  This  palfage  was  afterwards 
made  known  to  the  fenate  of  Rome,  who  thereupon,  at 
the  inllance  of  fome  noble  Romans,  feat  to  inquire  in  the 
provinces  whether  any  remarkable  perfon  had  died  on 
that  day ;  and  they  were  informed,  that  the  Jews  had  on 
the  fame  day  put  to  death  Jefus  the  fon  of  Mary ;  and 
Tiberius  the  emperor,  on  the  credit  of  this  palfage,  being 
alfo  informed  of  the  miracles  which  Jeius  wrought  among 
the  Jews,  conceiving  an  immediate  veneration  for  fo  di¬ 
vine  a  perfon,  caufed  his  datue  to  be  fet  up  in  the  capitol, 
and  would  have  had  him  numbered  among  the  gods;  but 
in  this  he  was  oppofed  by  the  fenate,  becaufe  they  had 
before  decreed  that  no  new  deities  Ihould  be  added  to  the 
kalendar. 

In  thefe  things  I  rely  on  the  account  which  the  Cfarill- 
ians  give  of  the  death  of  Jefus,  though  they  bring  autho¬ 
rities  alfo  and  tdlimonies  of  their  very  enemies,  and  inve¬ 
terate  perfecutors,  the  Gentiles,  who  therefore,  one  would 
think,  cannot  be  fufneded  of  partiality.  In  a  word,  I 
know  not  what  to  think  of  thefe  things;  for  if  it  be  true 
that  Jefus  died  on  the  crofs  for  the  fins  of  the  world,  as 
the  Chriftiaas  believe,  and  that  there  is  no  other  way  to 
be  faved  but  by  believing  this,  then  in  what  a  fad  condi¬ 
tion  are  all  the  Jews  and  mudulmans,  the  one  glorying  in 
having  murdered  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  the  other 
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not  believing  that  he  was  murdered  ?  The  firft  feem  to 
merit  moil  of  men,  fince  though  the  a<fft  was  cruel  in  itfelf, 
yet  according  to  this  dodtrine  it  brought  falvation  to  all 
our  race  ;  and  therefore  there  were  a  fort  of  Chriftians  in 
former  times,  who  worlhipped  the  ferpent  that  tempted 
Eve,  becaufe,  according  to  their  faith,  that  temptation 
was  the  firft  ftep  to  mankind’s  happinefs  after  Adam’s 
fail ;  and  they  placed  Judas,  who  betrayed  Jefus  to  the 
Jews,  among  the  faints,  for  having  been  fo  particular  an 
inftrument  in  the  world’s  redemption. 

If  Jefus  be  the  Saviour  of  men,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  believe  in  him;  but  whether  he  be  or  be  not,  the  faith 
of  the  Chriftians  in  that  point  cannot  hurt  them#  fince 
our  holy  prophet  himfelf  has  taught  us  that  Chriftians 
fhall  be  faved  as  well  as  the  mufuilmans  ;  whereas  the 
Chriftians  fay  it  is  impofiible  for  any  to  be  faved  who  fol¬ 
low  the  law  of  Mahomet ;  fo  that  they  have  our  own 
grant  for  their  falvation,  which  they  deny  to  us.  This 
is  a  great  advantage  on  their  fide  in  the  controverfy  be¬ 
twixt  us. 

For  my  part,  I  tell  thee  ingenuoufly,  were  I  convinced 
that  Jefus  was  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  he  fuffered  death 
for  the  fake  of  men,  I  could  readily  embrace  mod  of  the 
other  tenets  of  Chriftianity  without  fcruple;  I  fhould  not 
be  frighted  at  their  invocation  of  faints,  fince  it  is  the 
fame  as  we  ourfelves  praftife,  nor  would  their  images  and 
pi&ures  ftartle  my  faith  ;  I  fhould  look  upon  thefe,  and 
a  thoufand  more,  as  things  indifferent  in  themfelves,  and 
only  made  lawful  or  unlawful  by  the  fan&ion  of.  divine 
authority. 

I  Ihould  be  mod  puzzled  to  know  what  church  to  fix 
in  among  fo  many,  all  pretending  to  the  right  way ;  I 
have  examined  their  different  opinions,  and  find  reafon, 
or.  fomething  very  like  it,  on  all  fides;  I  admire  the  ab»- 
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ftinence  of  the  Greeks,  Armenians,  and  generally  of  all 
the  eaftern  Chriftians,  yet  their  ignorance  diftaftes  me  ;  I 
honour  the  learning  and  politenefs  of  the  Roman  church, 
and  could  almoft  veil  to  their  pretenfions  of  antiquity, 
univerfality,  and  incorrupt  doctrine,  but  I  am  highly  fcan- 
dalifed  at  their  licentioufnefs,  pride,  and  cruelty  :  There 
is  much  to  be  argued  for  the  Coptis,  Abyffines,  Mel- 
chites,  the  Chriltians  of  St.  John,  and  other  churches,  but 
more  to  be  faid  againft  them.  In  fine,  if  1  were  to  turn 
Chriftian,  I  fhould  be  in  a  wildernefs,  not  knowing  which 
path  to  take,  for  fear  of  miffing  the  right. 

In  the  ftate  therefore  wherein  I  am,  I  will  think  ho¬ 
nourably  of  Jefus,  as  aifo  of  Mary  his  mother,  who,  at 
her  daily  return  from  the  temple,  found  a  tlioufand  forts 
of  flowers  in  her  oratory  :  I  will  not  fpeak  evil  of  any 
perfon  that  has  the  chara&er  of  a  faint,  but  in  general 
will  defire  the  interceffion  of  all  that  are  near  to  God  ;  it 
is  ten  to  one  if  fome  of  them  do  not  vouchfafe  to  pray 
for  me  ;  but  whether  they  do  or  not,  God  hears  me,  and 
obferves  my  devotion,  2nd  if  he  pleafe  my  petitions  fhall 
be  granted.  As  for  the  reft,  I  will  endeavour  in  all  things 
to  do  as  I  would  be  done  to,  keeping  my  confidence  free 
from  ftain,  fo  that  I  may  die  in  peace;  and  what  becomes 
of  me  afterwards,  it  is  in  vain  to  be  folicitous,  fince  the 
decrees  of  fate  are  irreverfible. 

Tell  me  now,  my  friend,  whether  thefe  thoughts  and 
refolves  be  not  more  agreeable  to  humanity,  than  to  be  a 
furious  bigot  for  I  know  not  what  ?  Is  that  a  commend¬ 
able  zeal  for  religion,  which,  under  pretence  of  defending 
the  truth,  flicks  not  to  affert  a  thoufand  lies  ?  or  that  a 
laudable  charity  for  fouls,  which,  in  order  to  their  falva- 
tion,  takes  infinite  pains  to  fet  the  world  together  by  the 
ears,  and  embroil  mankind  in  perpetual  wars  ?  What  elfe 
do  thofe  difturbers  of  human  race„  who,  not  content 
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with  the  limits  which  the  fortune  of  their  birth  has  fet 
them,  invade  the  peaceable  poflefilons  of  their  neighbours, 
commit  all  forts  of  violences,  rapines,  and  outrages,  and 
all  this  under  pretext  of  reforming  the  manners  of  men, 
introducing  purity  of  religion,  and  fulfilling  the  will 
of  Heaven  ?  as  if  it  were  a  mark  of  a  divine  commiffion 
to  be  bar'oaroufly  unjuft,  perfidious,  and  favage,  and  that 
the  height  of  piety  confiftedin  (hedding  human  blood  ! 

For  my  part,  I  cannot  approve  of  thefe  practices,  and 
therefore  think  it  fafer  to  Hand  aloof  from  all  religions 
thus  cruelly  eftablifhed,  than  by  entering  into  their  inhu¬ 
man  fecrets,  and  fwearing  to  their  fanguine  articles,  in¬ 
corporate  myfelf  with  profeffed  murderers,  under  the  no¬ 
tion  of  being  a  good  man. 

Happy  are  thofe  innocent  nations  in  the  Eaft,  who  from 
their  firft  progenitors  have  kept  inviolate  the  law  of  na¬ 
ture,  who  have  never  defiled  themfelves  with  the  blood  of 
man  or  beafts,  but  every  one  contenting  himfelf  with  his 
native  home-ftall,  and  the  fruits  of  his  own  land,  makes 
no  encroachments  on  thofe  that  dwell  near  him,  nor  but¬ 
chers  the  harmlefs  animals  to  gratify  his  ill-nurtured  appe¬ 
tite  ;  thefe  fit  under  the  firade  of  their  own  trees,  and 
bathe  themfelves  in  the  adjoining  dreams  ;  they  go  in 
peace  to  the  houfes  of  their  rural  gods,  and  prefent  them 
with  flowers,  rice,  fruits,  and  fuch  as  the  ground  brings 
forth  ;  they  never  dream  of  foreign  conquefts,  nor  are 
troubled  with  domeftic  broils,  but  lead  their  lives  in  a  per¬ 
petual  tranquillity  and  innocence  ;  all  that  they  defire  of 
Heaven  is  the  continuance  or  thofe  harmlefs  delights  they 
at  prefent  enjoy;  as  for  the  tumultuary  pleafures  of  other 
mortals,  they  have  them  in  contempt.  This  is  an  um¬ 
brage  of  the  felicity  we  are  promifed  in  paradife,  where 
the  found  of  the  drum  and  the  trumpet  {hall  not  be  heard, 
and  the  inftrurnents  of  war  fhall  be  of  no  ufe. 
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If  thou  charged  me  with  incondancy  in  my  opinions, 
I  neither  deny  it,  nor  am  alhamed,  it  being  better  to 
change  one’s  thoughts  every  day,  than  to  be  fixed  in  er¬ 
ror  all  one’s  life.  This  to  a  friend. 

Paris,  18th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1667. 


IV. — To  A  fis,  Bojfa. 

T  he  warriors  and  mechanics, datefmen  andfiddlers, court- 
iers  and  hulbandmen,  ftudents  and  chimney-fwcepers,  are 
aU  taken  up  in  difcourfing  of  the  mighty  preparations  the 
Grand  Signior  is  making  to  befiege  Candia  ;  they  talk 
of  fifteen  thoufand  pioneers,  who  are  at  work  in  order  to 
this  grand  undertaking,  and  that  the  city  is  blocked  up 
by  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men  ;  that  they  have  been 
raifing  batteries  round  about  it  ever  fince  the  moon  of 
December  ;  and  that  the  Sultan  is  refolved  to  win  this 
important  place,  though  he  hazard  half  the  Ottoman  em¬ 
pire. 

This  is  refrelhing  news  to  Mahmut,  who  has  heard  no¬ 
thing  but  improfperous  dories  of  the  muffulmans  arms 
thefe  many  years.  Now  I  begin  to  lift  up  my  head  and 
take  courage,  when  the  empire  of  true  believers  makes 
fome  noife  and  figure  in  the  world ;  whereas  my  heart 
perpetually  drooped  before  ;  I  was  like  one  among  the 
dead. 

It  was  but  lad  year  when  the  Nazarenes  could  boad, 
that  notwithdanding  all  the  menaces  and  preparations  of 
the  Grand  Signior,  yet  the  Venetians  were  the  fird  in 
field  by  land,  and  appeared  earlied  with  their  fleet  at  fea, 
doing  wonderful  things  in  Dalmatia,  and  blocking  up  Ca- 
nea  in  the  ifle  of  Candy  ;  now  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will 
change  their  note,  and  begin  to  confider  what  a  form  id  a- 
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ble  force  they  >h4»e  pVq^Glted’aghtoft  'dJefn’j.  dvehtlx>j>uif- 
fance  of  all  Alia,  men  of  war  from  their  nativities,  an  ar- 
my  of  feledt  ajxl  >  chofew ’fohliers’,  updamKed  betcie?,  fons 
of  thunder,  magnaniraeu?,  ipvindibld,  ;a:Sd  dfiHhrtbto' van- 
quifh  the  uncircumcifed  nations. 

My  heart  is  revived  within  me  at  the  contemplation  of 
fare  and  certain  viftories  attending  this  glorious  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  my  fpirits  are  dilated  with  joy  ;  I  celebrate  a  du- 
nalma  in  my  brealt  ;  I  am  like  an  Arabian  horfe,  that 
foams,  curvets,  and  paws  the  ground  in  fiercenefs,  when 
he  hears  the  found  of  the  trumpet  warning  to  battle;  his 
eyes  fparkle  with  martial  fury,  a  fmoke  goes  out  of  his 
noftrils,  he  lifts  up  the  voice  of  his  courage,  his  rider  can 
hardly  reftrain  him ;  fo  am  I  all  in  tranfport  at  thefe  good 
tidings,  I  can  hardly  contain  myfelf  within  the  compafs 
of  moderation  ;  as  old  as  I  am,  I  feel  a  youthful  vigour 
ftirring  in  my  veins  ;  methinks  I  long  to  be  in  the  heat 
of  the  facred  combat,  in  the  thickefi.  clouds  of  gun-pow¬ 
der  fmoke,  to  Hand  the  fhock  of  lhowers  of  bullets,  or 
with  my  feimetar  in  hand,  to  hew  my  way  to  immortal 
honour  and  felicity  ;  for  thofe  who  die  in  this  caufe  go 
ilraight  to  paradife  :  But  I  mull  be  contented  with  this 
tame  humble  poft,  and  ferve  the  Grand  Signior  in  the 
manner  preferibed  by  my  fuperiors  ;  I  tell  thee,  it  is  no 
fmall  mortification  for  an  adlivc  fpirit  to  be  thus  confined ; 
but  resignation  becomes  every  good  muffulman,  and  I 
willingly  facrifice  my  pafiions  to  the  pleafure  of  the  gran¬ 
dees  of  the  Porte,  and  the  interelt  of  the  Ottoman  em¬ 
pire. 

Here  I  fit,  like  a  fox  in  his  den,  watching  the  motions 
of  the  infidels;  if  any  thing  occurs  worthy  of  notice,  out 
I  bolt  upon  it,  and  make  it  my  prey,  and  fend  it  as  a 
prefent  to  the  augult  minillers  ;  I  write  to  all  by  turns, 
and  therefore  none  has  reafon  to  take  exceptions. 
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If  thou.  VQijld*3t.'kn.ow  what,-  they  are, doing  here  in  the 
court  of  France,  they  are  muttering  the  king’s  troops  ; 
they  atv  ravelling  ;and  .feafliog  at _Ver failles,  the  king’s 
new,  palace,  \v'he,re  the  princes  exercife  themfelves  with 
the  noble  difcipline,  which  they  call  running  in  fquadrons; 
whilft  thoufands  of  people  flock  daily  to  Verfailles  from 
Paris,  and  all  the  adjacent  countries  round  about,  partly  to 
be  fpeitators  of  thefe  royal  pattimes,  and  partly  to  behold 
that  gorgeous  fabric,  which  is  efteemed  the  faireft  and 
mott  magnificent  in  the  world. 

Serene  baffa,  this  monarch  has  a  vaft  genius  ;  whatfo- 
ever  he  undertakes  he  accomplifhes,  and  all  his  perform¬ 
ances  are  furprifingly  great  ;  he  has  a  deep  forecait,  and 
feldom  fails  in  his  judgment  of  what  will  probably  come 
to  pafs  ;  he  is  happily  made,  born,  and  brought  up  ;  a 
prince,  one  would  think,  defigned  by  fate  for  the  empire 
of  the  Weft. 

Renowned  Afis,  I  kifs  the  hem  of  thy  illuftrious  robe, 
and  with  a  profound  obeifance  bid  thee  adieu. 

Paris,  aoth  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1667. 


V - To  Has  Nadar.  Bassi,  Chief  Treafurer  to  the  Sultan. 

I  am  convinced  it  is  now  time  for  me  to  be  refolute, 
bold,  and  affured  in  my  own  conduit;  for  it  is  in  vain  to 
afk  counfel  of  the  fublime  minitters  ;  I  have  addrcffed 
myfelf  at  certain  feafons  to  them  cn  that  account,  ever 
fince  I  came  firft  to  Paris,  but  notone  of  them  has  vouch- 
fafed  me  an  anfwer,  or  given  me  any  particular  inftruc- 
tions  how  to  deport  myfelf  in  an  emergent  peril  of  difeo- 
very ;  whether  I  fhould  own  myfelf  an  agent  for  the  Grand 
Signior,  or  deny  it ;  whether  I  fhould  boldly  Hand  the 
brunt  of  all  events,  or  fly  to  artifices  and  evafions ;  whe- 
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ther  I  fuould  periift  in  adding  the  Moldavian,  and  conti¬ 
nue  to  perfonate  a  Chrillian  Undent,  an  ecclefiailic  can¬ 
didate,  under  the  feigned  name  of  Titus,  or  frankly  tell 
them,  I  am  a  muffulman,  an  Arab,  and  fecret  Have  of 
the  fultan. 

I  ought  to  have  been  certified  in  thefe  cafes,  and  not 
left  at  random  to  guefs,  at  this  vail  diftance,  the  pleafure 
of  my  fuperiors  ;  but  fince  it  is  their  will  thus  to  make 
trial  of  my  fidelity,  prudence,  and  ikill,  in  warding  off  the 
affaults  of  common  phance,  misfortune,  and  the  attempts 
of  fly  deigning  men,  I  will  be  as  cunning  as  I  can,  without 
embarraffing  mypeace  with  conllant  panic  fears  and  appre- 
henfions  of  I  know  not  what;  no  vain  endeavours  to  avoid 
the  fixed  decree  of  fate  lhall  make  me  change  my  lodging, 
or  fly  from  every  menacing  contingency  ;  I  will  rather 
trull  to  providence  and  prel'ent  courage,  the  juftice  of  my 
caufe  and  native  innocence,  leaving  the  event  to  delliny. 

By  what  I  have  faid,  thou  wilt  perceive  I  am  in  fome 
trouble,  and  I  can  allure  thee  thou  art  not  miltaken  :  I 
am  hattered,  hunted  up  and  down,  and  perfecuted  worfe 
than  the  foxes,  hares,  and  hinds  near  Adrianople  ;  I  am 
an  old  man,  and  yet  they  envy  me  the  happinefs  of  a  na¬ 
tural  death ;  they  would  not  have  me  go  down  to  the 
grave  in  peace  ;  I  have  been  imprifoned,  threatened, 
dodged  up  and  down  the  ftreets,  alfafiinated  in  the  dark, 
had  my  chamber  fearched,  my  letters  in  danger  of  being 
feized,  with  thofe  of  the  fupreme  minifters  ;  I  have  run 
the  rifle  of  a  difeovery,  by  meeting  cafually  an  infidel 
whofe  Have  I  once  was  at  Palermo  in  Sicily ;  I  have  been 
undermined  by  mulfulmans,  as  well  as  Nazarenes,  by 
ftrangers,  and  by  Solyman  my  coufm  ;  yet  in  all  thefe 
perils  I  have  acquitted  myfelf  faithfully,  come  off  with 
fuccefs,  and  faved  the  honour  of  my  fovercign,  which  is 
the  only  thing  for  which  I  am  felicitous  ;  but  for  ought 
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I  know,  my  care  may  prove  in  vain,  and  the  evils  which 
I  have  fo  long  fortunately  efcaped  may  now  furprife  and 
ruin  me.  As  to  myfelf,  I  care  not  what  becomes  of  me ; 
and  if  the  fecrets  of  my  commiflion  be  revealed,  let  the 
minifters  of  the  Porte  anfwer  for  that,  who  would  never 
give  me  the  leaft  dire&ion. 

About  two  or  three  years  ago,  I  was  forced  to  remove 
from  my  old  lodgings,  where  I  had  redded  ever  fince  my 
firft  coming  to  Pan’s :  The  dangers  that  then  affaulted 
me  drove  me  to  this  houfe,  where  I  ftill  am,  in  a  very 
obfcure  place  by  the  wall  of  the  city ;  yet  even-cither  am 
I  purfued  by  watchful  enemies;  new  hazards  threaten  me 
on-all  hands ;  but  I  am  refolved  to  fly  no  more,  unlefs  it 
be  into  the  city  ditch,  where  I  can  find  admittance 
through  my  landlord’s  cellar.  There  is  a  private  pafiage, 
dug  perhaps  in  elder  times,  during  fome  fiege,  to  ferve 
the  ftrait  neceffities  of  thofe  who  thenpoflefled  this  houfe; 
it  is  fo  cunningly  contrived,  that  human  wit  can  never 
-difcover  it,  unlefs  by  chance,  or  by  direction  of  thofe  that 
know  it ;  the  ditch  is  dry,  the  door  of  the  houfe  always 
locked,  and  my  trufly  hoft  fwears  nobody  fliall  come  in 
by  day  or  night,  till  I  have  made  a  fafe  retreat ;  fo  that 
if  all  the  officers  in  Paris  (hould  come  to  fearch,  I  ffiould 
have  time  to  pack  up  my  papers,  and  (link  away  into  my 
lurking  hole  ;  and  if  they  fhould  by  monftrous  accident 
find  the  concealed  avenue,  I  could  foon  flip  into  the  fields, 
through  the  lafl:  poftern  in  the  wall,  and  lock  them  in  be¬ 
yond  the  poffibility  of  purfuit,  whilft  I  took  care  to  hide 
myfelf  afrelh,  or  leave  the  country. 

This  is  my  final  refolution  if  ever  I  am  put  to  an  ex¬ 
tremity  again  ;  in  the  mean  time  I  defire  thee  to  make  it 
part  of  thy  care,  that  Mahmut  (hall  not  want  for  money 
to  carry  on  the  fultan’s  private  affairs  without  a  baulk : 
I  do  not  demand  unreafonable  things  ;  let  me  but  live. 
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and  have  enough  to  defray  the  neceffary  cxpences  of  my 
fervice,  and  that  is  all  I  crave  ;  but  let  my  fupplies  be 
well  timed  and  proportioned,  that  I  may  hufband  my  pen- 
lion  to  the  bed  advantage,  or  elfe  I  muft  always  prefs,  and 
that  is  a  thing  I  hate.  I  have  written  to  all  the  treafur- 
ers  that  went  before  thee  on  the  fame  account,  and  with 
equal  boldnefs;  therefore  take  not  in  ill  part  what  eomes 
from  blunt  fmcerity,  and  conftant  full  defires  to  ferve  ef¬ 
fectually  the  Grand  Signior.  Jt  will  be  very  eafy  for 
thee  to  anticipate  Mahmut’s  expectations,  without  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  orders  thou  haft  received.  Money  be  damned, 
if  we  could  breathe  and  ferve  our  friends,  and  carry  °n 
the  affairs  of  human  life  without  it.  I  am  an  Arab,  and 
could  as  freely  pafs  away  my  time  in  harmiefs  rambles  o- 
ver  the  provinces  of  Alia,  as  thus  to  be  confined  to  nar¬ 
row  fretting  circumftances,  the  only  effetfts  of  too  unffia- 
ken,  unregarded,  and  incorruptible  loyalty'-. 

Wealthy  difpenfer  of  the  Ottoman  gold,  I  afk  no  alms, 
but  my  appointed  falary,  in  fending  of  which  I  defire 
thee  to  remember  the  old  Roman  proverb,  which  fays, 
“  That  he  gives  twice  who  gives  in  feafon.” 

Paris,  9th  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1667. 


VI. — To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  yew  at  Vienna. 

I  know  not  whether  I  ihall  live  to'hear  from  thee  again, 
or  to  fend  thee  another  letter  ;  age,  iicknefs,  misfoitune, 
together  with  the  malice  of  men,  have  laid  a  thoufand 
fnares  for  my  life ;  I  am  as  it  were  hunted  by  nature,  pro¬ 
vidence,  deftiny,  and  chance,  into  the  very  toils  of  death, 
from  whence  it  will  be  very  difficult  for  me  to  efcape. 
Not  to  amufe  thee,  I  am  in  danger  of  being  difcovered, 
feized,  imprifoned,  and  then  thou  knoweft  I  can  cxpeft 
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no  lefs  than  to  be  put  to  the  torture,  and  racked  with  a 
thoufand  inventions  of  cruelty,  that  fo  they  may  force 
me  to  confefs  what  I  am,  and  what  my  buhnefs  is  in  this 
kingdom  and  city,  where  I  have  refided  fo  many  years. 

I  wras  fufpecled  by  Cardinal  Richlieu  for  a  muffulman, 
as  I  have  reafon  to  believe  from  feveral  convincing  cir- 
cumftances  of  that  minifter’s  carriage  to  me,  ever  fince 
his  firft  acquaintance  with  me  at  Paris  ;  and  the  fame 
jealoufy  caufed  his  fucceffor,  Cardinal  Mazaririi,  to  put 
me  into  the  Baftile,  where  I  was  clofely  confined  for  the 
fpace  of  fix  moons,  and  I  might  have  lain  there  till  this 
time,  for  ought  I  know,  had  it  not  been  for  the  good 
condudt  and  honeft  fidelity  ®f  Eliachim.  In  fine,  though 
I  have  hitherto  cfcaped  difcovery,  yet  I  cannot  flatter 
myfelf  that  I  lhall  always  do  fo;  if  they  once  lay  hold  on 
me  again,  they  will  certainly  fearch  me  for  the  fear  of 
circumcilion,  and  then  all  the  arguments  the  wit  of  man 
can  find  will  not  be  of  force  to  blind  them  any  longer,  or 
fave  me  from  the  vengeance  of  the  ftate  ;  they  will  cer¬ 
tainly  put  me  to  a  cruel  death. 

However,  I  will  baffle  them  if  I  can,  and  if  I  once  e- 
fcape,  I  will  bid  adieu  to  Paris,  if  not  to  the  whole  king¬ 
dom,  being  refolved  not  to  trull  any  more  to  the  deceitful 
fecurity  of  new  lodgings  in  this  city,  and  a  vain  removal 
from  one  precinfl  and  houfe  to  another  ;  for  the  very  air 
of  Paris  is  fatal  to  me.  I  am  never  free  from  terror  whilil 
within  thefe  melancholy  walls  ;  the  genius  of  the  place  is 
at  enmity  with  mine;  every  thing  I  call  my  eyes  on  feems 
to  lower  and  frown  upon  me ;  I  fcart  at  the  voices  of  men 
going  along  the  llreets,  and  difeourfing  about  their  own 
affairs  ;  and  if  any  one  knocks  at  the  door,  I  am  prefentty 
upon  my  guard,  my  anxious  foul  Hill  labouring  with  fad 
prefages  of  fome  calamity  at  hand,  ready  to  rulh  upon  me 
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Perhaps  I  may  go  to  Lyons,  where  a  ftranger  may 
live  an  age  concealed,  and  void  of  peril,  as  in  this  city  ; 
or  I  may  take  a  farther  journey  to  Marfeilles,  Toulon,  or 
any  other  fea-port  town,  where  I  will  expecl  new  orders 
from  my  fuperiors. 

In  the  mean  time,  thou  maydl  continue  to  addrefs  thy 
letters  as  before  ;  for  that  courfe  can  never  fail,  let  me  be 
where  it  pleafes  Heaven  ;  Eliachim  will  take  care  of  all 
things.  I  wrote  to  theHafnadar  bafii  on  the  fame  account, 
defiring  frefh  fupplies  of  money,  which  I  fuppofe  will 
come  by  the  way  of  Vienna  ;  if  fo,  I  trull  to  thy  pru¬ 
dence  in  ordering  my  bills  with  fpeed,  and  the  ufual  cau- 
tionfnefs. 

Nathan,  adieu;  and  whatever  becomes  of  me,  live  thou 
long  and  happily  to  ferve  the  Grand  Signior. 

Paris,  gth  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1667. 


VII. — To  the  venerable  Mufti. 

A  s  the  poor  injured  labourer,  or  Have  opprefTed  by  cruel 
and  obdurate  makers;  as  the  defpairing  client,  who  can 
find  no  juftice  from  the  cheiks,  cadis,  or  cadilefquers,  fly 
immediately  to  the  feraglio  to  make  their  lalb  appeal,  and 
feek  redrefs  from  the  great  arbiter  of  human  feuds  ;  fo 
falls  poor  Mahmut  proftrate  at  thy  feet,  O  facred  oracle 
of  mulTiilmans,  begging  from  thy  authority,  whom  no 
believer  dares  to  difobey,  what  I  could  never  yet  obtain 
from  any  minilter  of  Hate  or  baffa  of  the  bench  ;  that  is, 
how  I  mull  aft  in  cafe  I  am  difeovered,  or  barely  fufpeft- 
ed,  examined,  and  put  to  my  oath,  concerning  my  buli- 
nefs  at  Paris.  Lay  thy  fpeedy  commands  on  thofe  whofe 
care  it  ought  to  be  that  no  intelligence,  advice,  or  coun- 
fel  be  wanting  to  me,  the  faithful  agent  of  the  Porte,  re- 
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fiding  here  incognito,  a  fpy  upon  the  infidels ;  or  at  leaft 
vouchfafe  to  fend  me  thy  inftru&ions,  rules  infallible,  or¬ 
ders  of  perfect  vvil'dom  and  divine  fagacity. 

I  cannot  for  the  future  (land  the  brunt  of  long  fufpecl- 
ed  cafualties,  events  which  glimmer  from  afar,  like  di- 
ftant  ignes faint,  or  other  vagrant  meteors  of  the  night ; 
for  fo  contingencies  appear  which  are  to  come,  uncertain 
and  remote,  though  fometimes  near  at  hand,  yet  with  de¬ 
ceitful  ihow  they  ltill  miflead  bewildered  mortals  in  the 
dark;  fo  the  tired  traveller  in  Libyan  waftes  is  tantalifed 
by  mocking  rays  of  fands  in  drifted  heaps,  or  flying  bo¬ 
dies  loofely  wafted  by  the  winds,  on  which  the  moon  and 
liars  calling  their  beams,  create  refractions  like  domeftic 
lamps  or  tapers,  and  encourage  the  difconfolate  man  to 
hope  for  neighbouring  villages  or  towns,  where  he  may 
reft  his  weary  limbs,  and  find  an  hofpitable  entertainment, 
fecure  from  dragons,  lions,  tigers,  or  the  more  fierce  and 
cruel  race  of  men,  who  lurk  in  fecret  places  of  the  af¬ 
frighting  defart,  to  rob  unwary  ftrangers  as  they  pafs. 

It  is  fad,  moft  holy  patriarch  of  the  faithful,  that  men 
are  thus  degenerate,  and  ti-anfcend  the  horrid  nature  of 
the  wildeft  beafts  !  but  fadder  ft  ill,  that  cities,  firft  de- 
figned  for  fancluaries  of  the  diflrefied,  fhould  become 
w-orfe  than  defarts,  and  more  inhofpitable  than  the  pur¬ 
lieu  of  dragons,  or  the  dreadful  haunts  of  lynxes,  croco¬ 
diles,  and  other  animals  of  prey  ;  that  men  pretending  to 
be  civilized,  to  live  in  community,  and  reciprocal  parti¬ 
cipation  of  all  good  offices,  incorporated  by  the  fame 
laws,  for  no  other  end  but  to  help,  affift,  and  defend  one 
another  againft  all  foreign  enemies,  fhould,  inllead  of  this, 
prove  more  barbarous  than  favages,  and  more  voracious 
than  cannibals,  whilft  every  citizen  preys  on  his  neigh¬ 
bour,  and  devours  him  whom  he  has  fworn  to  protect ; 
they  all  live  by  robbery  and  fpoil  ;  th$  rich  and  potent 
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fleece  thofe  whofe  wealth  Is  not  fufRcient  to  defend  them 
from  opprefiion.  Thus  are  towns  and  cities,  from  celebrat¬ 
ed  refuges  of  men,  become  the  dens  of  thieves  and  cruel 
murderers ;  the  whole  earth  is  flamed  with  the  blood  of 
the  poor  ;  the  cries  of  widows  and  orphans  pierce  the 
heavens;  the  generations  of  men  are  corrupted  with  fraud, 
avarice,  perfidy,  ambition,  envy,  and  a  thoufand  other  vi¬ 
ces  ;  brother  cannot  truft  the  fon  of  his  own  mother;  fa¬ 
thers  are  unnatural  to  their  genuine  offspring  ;  children 
think  the  days  tedious  which  prolong  their  parents  lives ; 
felf-love  teaches  a  man  to  betray  his  beloved  friend,  for 
whom  he  rather  ought  to  lofe  his  life  ;  an  univerfal  de¬ 
fection  from  juftice  and  found  morality  reigns  every  where. 

But  what  is  moft  furpvifing  is,  that  even  among  thofe 
who  bear  the  glorioustitle  and  chara&er  of  the  true  faithful 
muffulmans,  there  fhould  be  found  a  crew  of  mifcreants, 
villains,  and  traitors  to  God,  his  prophet,  and  their  fove- 
relgn.  I  fpeak  not  of  fucb,  whofe  genial  inclinations 
tempt  them  to  commit  vulgar  fins,  which  injure  no  man 
but  themfelves;  I  tax  no  drunkards,  gamefters,  and  thofe 
amorous  perfons,  who  wafte  their  bodies,  time,  eftates, 
and  facrifice  their  reputation  to  voluptuoufnefs;  thefe  are 
but  venial  fins,  and  foon  walked  off  by  the  appointed  pu¬ 
rifications  and  penances ;  a  little  water,  duft,  or  fand, 
with  fading  and  devout  invocation  of  the  eternal  Alla, 
cancels  thefe  peccadillos;  they  are  all  put  to  the  account 
of  human  frailty  ;  Inch  is  the  pleafure  of  eternal  good- 
nefs  :  But  I  accufe  the  blacker  crimes  of  thofe  whom 
fretting  envy  ftimulates  to  perfecute  their  harmlefs  neigh¬ 
bour,  or  bafe  ingratitude  prompts  to  betray  their  friends, 
or  native  malice  teaches  to  feek  out  all  occafions  of  doing 
mifchief  in  the  world  ;  a  bufy,  reftlefs  fort  of  men,  buz¬ 
zing  about  like  wafps  or  hornets,  flinging  every  one  they 
faften  on;  or  like  the  punes  of  Paris,  a  troublefome  kind 


24 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  VII. 


of  infedls,  which  interrupt  the  fweet  repofe  of  men,  creep¬ 
ing  upon  them  in  their  beds  and  {lumbers,  and  flily  biting 
them  to  fuck  their  blood. 

Such  are  the  men  of  whom  I  now  complain,  who  hat¬ 
ter  me  from  ftratagem  to  ftratagem,  from  one  retrench¬ 
ment  to  another,  whofe  crime  is  double,  in  that  they  are 
perfons  of  my  own  religion,  profelfors  of  the  genuine 
faith  brought  down  from  Heaven,  followers  of  the  pro¬ 
phet  who  could  neither  write  nor  read,  and  fubjects  to 
the  Grand  Signior. 

It  is  a  long  time  fince  I  had  firft  occafion  to  accufe 
fome  at  the  feraglio  of  private  fly  attempts  to  under¬ 
mine  and  ruin  me,  that  they  might  gain  my  poll.  It 
will  feem  invidious,  even  in  my  own  defence,  after  fo 
many  addreffcs  to  the  minifters  of  the  Porte,  now  to  re¬ 
peat  their  names,  and  difeompofe  thy  facred  thoughts 
with  black  memoirs  of  human  malice.  It  is  not  revenge 
I  feek,  but  for  the  future  how  to  efcape,  if  not  prevent 
the  like  confpiracies  ;  nor  is  it  for  myfelf  alone  I  cherilh 
this  unufual  zeal  and  care,  but  for  my  mailer’s  intereft 
and  honour. 

I  have  ferved  near  thirty  years  in  this  precarious  fta- 
tion,  and  never  made  the  lealt  falfe  llep,  or  if  I  have,  it 
was  not  difcerned,  which  is  the  fame  thing  in  effect ;  and 
I  am  very  unwilling  to  mifcarry  at  laft through  the  treach¬ 
ery  of  my  pretended  friends  at  Conllantinople,  or  for 
want  of  full  inftrudlions  from  the  imperial  divan. 

It  is  for  this  reafon  I  prefume  to  addrefs  to  the  duff  of 
thy  feet,  fupreme  judge  of  the  faithful,  begging  the  in- 
terpofition  of  thy  paternal  authority  in  my  behalf. 

There  is  one  thing  more  which  in  all  humility  I  re¬ 
commend  to  thy  wifdom  and  fandiity  ;  I  have  often 
written  to  thy  predeceffor  on  the  fame  account,  befeech- 
ing  him  to  promote  the  tranllation  of  hiftories,  and  other 
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learned  books,  out  of  foreign  languages  into  Turkilh  or 
Arabic,  that  fo  knowledge  might  flourifli  among  the  muf- 
fulmans,  and  the  infidels  might  have  no  more  ground  to 
call  us  barbarous.  Let  men  fkilful  in  languages  and  Sci¬ 
ences  be  fought  for  ;  there  are  not  wanting  fuch  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  empire ;  let  them 
be  employed  in  compiling  an  univerfal  hiftory  of  the 
world  in  Turkilh,  more  ample,  true,  and  correcft  than 
any  that  has  gone  before  it  in  Greek,  Latin,  or  any  o- 
ther  language  ;  this  will  bring  eternal  honour  to  the  Ot¬ 
toman  empire,  and  prove  no  hard  talk  to  them  that  lhall 
undertake  it,  fince  it  will  be  only  a  choice  colledlion  out 
of  other  authors,  a  garland  of  flowers  culled  from  the  va¬ 
rious  fields  of  hiftory,  and  compofed  together  with  an  or¬ 
der  full  of  luftre  and  beauty,  the  whole  work  being  in¬ 
terwoven  with  a  chain  of  chronological  years,  which  will 
not  only  give  it  a  lingular  grace,  but  alfo  be  of  great  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  muflulman  readers. 

SuccelTor  of  the  apoftles,  remember  that  though  our 
holy  lawgiver  could  neither  write  nor  read,  yet  the  fuc- 
ceeding  caliphs  encouraged  learning.  Benedidtion  on 
the  fouls  of  them  and  their  pofterity.  So  will  future 
ages  blefs  thy  memory  if  thou  vouchfafeft  to  encourage 
this  glorious  work,  and  Ithuriel,  the  angel  of  fcience, 
will  make  thee  his  afibciate  in  paradife. 

With  profound  fubmiflions  I  retire  from  thy  facred 
prefence,  begging  thy  abfolution  and  blefling. 

Paris,  9th  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  166;. 


VIII — To  Cara  Hali,  Pbyjician  to  the  Grand Signior. 

Among  other  difpatches  I  could  not  forget  what  I  owe 
to  the  long  continued  friendfnip  which  has  been  between 
Vol  VII.  b 
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us.  Having  lcifure  therefore  before  tire  poll  goes,  I 
will  inform  thee  of  a  birth  which  has  occafioned  little  joy 
to  the  parents,  but  much  admiration  among  all  that  hear 
of  it,  and  raifed  learned  difputes  between  the  profelfors 
of  phyfic  and  forgery. 

In  the  town  of  Weerted,  near  Ardenburg,  in  the 
Low  Countries,  a  woman  was  lately  delivered  of  a  mon- 
ftrous  child,  with  two  heads,  two  necks,  four  arms,  and 
proportionably  all  parts  both  outward  and  inward  double 
to  the  navel,  which  feemed  to  be  the  centre  of  union  be¬ 
tween  the  two  bodies  ;  for  from  thence  downwards  there 
appeared  only  the  proportion  and  fhape  of  one  body,  with 
two  thighs,  legs,  and  feet ;  the  faces  were  different ;  one 
fqualid  and  irregular,  without  a  nofe  or  mouth,  except  a 
kind  of  orifice  under  the  chin,  for  the  eyes  pofTefled  the 
place  of  the  mouth,  and  a  perfect  mafculine  genital  took 
up  the  room  of  the  nofe  ;  the  other  was  fair,  and  made 
with  fymmetry,  having  nothing  extraordinary,  faving 
two  teeth  growing  out  of  the  gums. 

This  irregular  produftion  has  been  curioufly  differed 
by  a  famous  anatomift,  who  found  two  hearts,  two  fto- 
machs,  and  the  other  vitals  all  fingle.  What  I  have  faid 
is  attefted  by  five  profeffed  phyficians  who  opened  this 
wonderful  creature. 

There  have  been  many  examples  of  extraordinary 
births,  efpecially  in  thefe  parts  of  the  world  ;  and  I  have 
read  in  a  French  author,  a  man  of  credit,  that  in  the 
year  1592  of  the  Chriftian  hegira,  a  woman  of  Alfatia 
brought  foith  at  once  an  hundred  and  fifty  children,  each 
but  three  inches  long. 

But  what  I  fhall  now  tell  thee,  though  it  be  not  re¬ 
markable  for  the  number  of  children,  yet  has  fomething 
Angular  in  the  circumftances  that  attended  it. 

Irmetrude,  the  Couotefs  of  Altorfe,  accufed  one  of 
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her  neighbours  of  adultery  becaufe  (lie  had  three  children 
at  a  birth,  faying,  “  She  deferved  to  be  tied  up  in  a 
fack,  and  thrown  into  the  fea.”  Next  year  the  countefs 
herfelf  was  delivered  of  twelve  fons  all  at  a  birth ;  and 
touched  with  remorfe  for  the  fentence  which  (he  had  pro¬ 
nounced  againft  the  other  woman,  concluding  it  now  a 
juft  puniftiment  for  herfelf,  fent  a  maid  with  eleven  of 
thefe  newborn  infants,  commanding  her  to  dro\?n  them  in 
the  next  river,  referving  only  one  to  be  the  heir  of  his 
father’s  eftate. 

Fate  had  fo  determined  that  her  hufband  the  .earl  met 
the  maid  as  (he  was  going  to  commit  this  execrable  vil¬ 
lainy,  and  aflcing  her  what  (he  had  got  in  her  lap,  (lie 
anfwered,  “  I  am  going  to  drown  a  few  young  whelps.” 
The  earl  being  a  great  hunter,  and  confequently  a  lover 
of  dogs,  had  a  mind  to  fee  whether  any  of  thefe  whelps 
were  of  a  promifing  afpedt,  when  to  his  aftonilhment  he 
found  eleven  of  human  drapes,  all  living  and  perfedl,  but 
very  fmall.  He  prefled  the  maid  fo  far  that  (he  confef- 
fed  the  whole  truth  ;  whereupon,  enjoining  her  fllence, 
and  afiurance  of  a  good  reward,  he  caufed  her  to  carry 
them  to  one  of  his  tenants,  where,  being  all  cheridied 
and  laid  warm,  he  difpofed  of  them  afterwards  in  conve¬ 
nient  places,  to  be  nurfed  and  brought  up  till  they  came 
of  age  ;  then  he  fent  for  them  privately  to  his  houfe,  ha¬ 
ving  firft  apparelled  them  in  the  fame  fa(hion  as  their  bro¬ 
ther  was  in  who  dwelt  at  home. 

As  foon  as  the  countefs  call  her  eye  on  them,  and 
obferved  their  number  and  faces  fo  exactly  refembh'ng  him 
who  had  been  always  with  her,  (he  wept  in  a  pafiion  be¬ 
twixt  (hame  and  joy,  confeffing  her  former  cruel  inten¬ 
tion,  and,  falling  at  the  feet  of  her  lord,  he  pardoned 
her.  From  thefe  eleven  defcend  the  family  of  the 
Whelps,  or  Guelphs,  fo  renowned  in  Germany,  and 
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bearing  this  name  from  the  maid’s  anfwer  to  the  earl 
when  (he  had  them  in  her  lap. 

Such  ftrange  productions  as  thcfe  occahon  various  in¬ 
quiries  among  the  philofophers  here  in  the  Weft,  whether 
human  fouls  be  generated  like  the  bodies  to  which  they 
are  united,  or  whether  they  are  created  by  the  immediate 
power  of  God.  A  (Tit  redly  thefe  infidels  are  much  in  the 
dark,  and  fnut  their  eyes  againft  the  light  of  the  oriental 
fages.  If  the  prophets  (hould  rife  from  the  dead,  they 
would  not  be  able  to  convince  thefe  imcircumcifed  that 
all  things  vifible  and  'invifible  are  from  eternity,  and  that 
there  is  nothing  new  in  the  fyftem  of  the  urdverfe,  except 
the  various  outward  forms,  which  change  indeed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  laws  of  endlefs  tranfmigration,  and  fometimes 
according  to  the  frolics  of  nature,  who  loves  to  mix  her 
interludes  and  antics  with  the  eftablifhed  fenfes  of  every 
age. 

What  I  have  written  is  to  divert  thee  ;  but  when  (hall 
I  have  an  anfwer  as  from  an  old  friend  ?  Let  not  the  ho¬ 
nours  of  the  feraglio  make  thee  forget  thofe  with  whom 
thou  haft  once  been  familiar.  My  dear  Hali,  be  not  too 
much  a  courtier.  Thy  long  fdence  and  refervednefs 
forces  this  language  from  me.  Shall  Conftantinople  blot 
out  thy  remembrance  of  Arabia  ?  or  the  blaft  of  a  mo¬ 
narch’s  favour  be  more  valuable  than  the  durable  inte¬ 
grity  of  a  countryman,  a  friend  ?  If  the  fultan  trufts  his 
life  in  thy  hands,  doft  not  thou  know  that  a  fit  of 
gripes,  the  ftone,  gout,  or  any  violent  diftempcr,  will 
turn  all  his  confidence  into  jealoufv  ?  I  tell  thee  he  will 
fufpeft  poifon  in  thy'  very  looks. 

Therefore,  continue  to  be  the  fame  man  as  thou  wert 
formerly,  and  let  not  thy  improvements  in  phyfic  make 
thee  go  backward  in  morality. 

Paris,  9  3d  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1667. 
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IX.' — To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,<j  'jtW  at  Vienna. 

N  ow  I  fee  thou  art  a  man  of  budnefs ;  thy  mind  is 
cured  of  its  religious  itch,  and  redored  to  a  found  com¬ 
plexion  ;  peifevere  and  be  happy. 

Let  no  vain  fcruples  of  confcience  moled  thy  foul  con¬ 
cerning  the  peace  that  was  lately  made  between  the  Grand 
Signior  and  the  German.  Cares  of  this  nature  belong  to 
thofe  who  fit  at  the  helm  and  direfh  the  deerage  of  the 
date;  as  for  thee  and  me,  our  part  is  only  to  obey,  with¬ 
out  inquiring  whether  it  be  right  or  wrong  that  we  are 
commanded.  Every  thing  is  lawful  to  us  that  is  enjoined 
by  our  fuperiors  ;  and  the  public  reafon  ought  to  fuper- 
fede  our  private  narrow  fentiments.  Whatever  prcemu- 
nires  we  incur  by  our  obedience,  the  confcience  of  the 
date  will  be  our  bail,  our  advocate,  and  our  ranfora  ; 
therefore,  once  more,  go  on  and  profper. 

Thou  couldd  not  have  done  the  Grand  Signior  a  great¬ 
er  piece  of  fervice  than  by  thus  happily  indnuating  thy- 
felf  with  the  Hungarian  faction  at  Vienna  ;  for  by  that 
means  thou  becomed  mader  of  the  fecrets  of  both  Tides, 
the  Janus  that  overlooks  two  oppodte  cabals  at  once,  and 
fo  mayed  not  only  form  thy  intrigues  the  better,  but 
alfo  give  a  clearer  light  to  the  miniders  of  the  fublime 
Porte. 

I  am  aifpleafed  to  hear  of  the  frequent  confpiracies  that 
have  been  made  againd  the  emperor’s  perfon  ;  not  for  a- 
ny  love  that  I  bear  to  him  or  the  houfe  of  Audria,  for  I 
wifh  there  was  not  a  branch  of  that  inceduous  dem  left 
alive  on  earth  ;  but  I  never  knew  fuch  kind  of  plots,  if 
once  difcovered  and  prevented,  to  take  effedt  again.  Be- 
fides,  they  many  times  fpoil  the  main  defign  ;  for  what 
fignifies  it  if  this  emperor  were  feized  and  put  to  death, 
fo  long  as  there  is  any  one  of  that  tyrannical  race  furvir- 
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ing  ?  They  are  all  of  the  fame  blood  and  iutereft,  edu¬ 
cated  alfo  in  the  fame  principles  and  maxims ;  in  a  word, 
they  have  all  but  one  game  to  play,  which  is,  to  aggran- 
dife  themiclves  and  their  pofterity  for  ever ;  and  there¬ 
fore  thefe  clandeftine  methods  of  poifon  or  affaffin  will 
but  make  them  more  watchful  to  prevent  all  deiigns  of 
the  like  nature  for  the  future. 

Remember,  Nathan,  that  the  mark  which  thou  art  to 
aim  at  is,  to  cherifh  the  difconter.ts  of  Hungary  by  all  the 
arts  of  a  cunning  ftatefman.  Count  Peter  de  Sereni  is  a 
fit  fubjeft  to  work  upon  :  The  death  of  his  brother,  and 
his  own  difgrace  at  the  imperial  court,  with  the  riling 
fortune  of  Monticuculi,  have  filled  him  with  fentiments 
of  revenge  and  envy.  He  cannot  behold  Count  d’Aver- 
fperg  in  polfeffion  of  Carleftadt  without  much  refentment, 
having  with  fo  great  paffion  begged  that  government  for 
himfelf. 

If  this  prince  can  but  be  induced  to  revolt*  many  thou- 
fands  of  the  Croats,  Dalmatians,  and  Sclavonians  will 
take  up  arms  under  him,  which  will  at  once  weaken  both 
the  German  empire  and  the  ftate  of  Venice  ;  befides,  the 
marriage  of  his  daughter  with  Prince  Ragotlki  may  en¬ 
gage  the  Tranfylvanians  in  his  party.  Count  Nadafti  al¬ 
fo,  they  fay,  is  not  well  pleafed  with  the  court,  aiming  to 
be  Palatine  of  Hungary,  which  has  been  refufed  him. 
This  news  comes  to  me  but  by  report ;  if  it  be  true,  thou 
art  in  the  fairer  way  to  fucceed.  Such  great  malcontents 
as  thefe  will  puzzle  the  minifters  of  Hate,  and  exercifethe 
policy  of  the  Prince  Lobkovitz. 

Befides,  if  things  fhould  not  proceed  to  an  open  rup¬ 
ture,  yet  thou  knoweft  the  Hungarians  are  offended  at 
the  late  peace,  which  will  not  fail  to  put  them  upon  com¬ 
mitting  perpetual  afts  of  hoftihty.  They  ftomach  it  ex¬ 
tremely,  that  the  town  of  Newhawfel  is  in  the  Grand 


Book  I. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


Signior’s  bands  ;  and  they  will  be  always  on  their  guard 
in  the  neighbouring  parts,  patroling  about,  and  (kirmifh- 
ing  with  our  foragers,  which  will  afford  a  good  occafiou 
at  any  time  for  our  fovereign  to  break  the  peace,  whene¬ 
ver  it  is  for  his  intereft.  There  are  abundance  of  confe- 
quences  in  fuch  a  cafe,  more  than  we  can  think  of  or 
forefee,  yet  all  to  our  advantage.  As  long  as  we  go  the 
right  way  to  work,  all  things  will  fucceed  well.  Make 
no  falfe  fteps,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  ftumbling. 

Remember  ftill  that  thy  particular  charge  is  to  foment 
a  civil  war  between  the  court  of  Vienna  and  the  Hunga¬ 
rians.  It  is  no  matter  who  gets  the  better  of  it.  Let 
them  quarrel  to  eternity,  and  deftroy  one  another  in  God's 
name  ;  then  (hall  the  muffulman  empire  thrive. 

Before  God,  you  have  a  fine  opportunity,  ye  faftious 
comrades  ;  but  beware  of  fly  interlopers.  Damn  the  ea- 
finefs  and  good-nature  (falfely  fo  called)  of  thofc  who 
will  admit  any  man  into  their  cabal,  provided  he  puts  on 
a  fair  guife  of  one  of  the  party.  Ye  cannot  be  too  referv. 
ved  and  clofe.  Do  ye  think  the  emperor  has  not  his  fpies 
about  in  every  corner  ?  A  pox  of  your  ftupidity,  if  you 
fuffer  this  brave  defign  to  mifcarry  for  want  of  looking 
(harp.  Damn  you  for  a  parcel  of  old  thread-bare  fools, 
if  after  fo  many  experiences  you  do  not  furbifh  up  your 
wits,  and  look  to  yourfelves.  There  is  Gottendorff,  Rail- 
iwits,  Skus,  the  knight  baron  Leipfem,  Elnard  the  here¬ 
ditary  pretender  to  the  marquifate  of  Thanu,  with  many 
others  whom  I  will  not  name  in  this  letter,  by  Mofes  and 
Mahomet  they  are  all  rogues  ;  and  if  you  trail  them  too 
far,  they  furely  betray  you. 

Nathan,  believe  me  I  would  not  write  fo  paffionately 
were  my  life  at  all  precious  ;  but  I  have  no  other  end  in 
protradling  the  minute  of  my  tranfmigration,  than  to  ex¬ 
alt,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  the  majefty  of  the  Ottoman  lb 
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neage,  and  to  guard  it  from  dangers.  I  am  placed  here 
on  purpofe  by  fate  ;  and  I’ll  do  my  duty,  though  the 
whole  world  fhould  fputter  their  venom  againft  me. 

O  Ifraelite,  both  thou  and  I  muft  ftiortly  leave  this 
earth,  or  at  Ieaft  we  muft  change  the  form  of  our  earth  ; 
we  (hall  never  ceafe  to  be  fomething,  God  knows  what. 

In  the  mean  time,  be  what  thou  feemeft  -to  be. 

Paris,  23d  of  die  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1667. 


X.— To  tie  mojl  fublime  and  magnificent  of  the  Mujfulman 
Bajfias,  Achmet,  the  Vifier  Azem. 

May  chaplets  of  immortal  flowers  crown  thy  noble 
head,  illuftrious  Cuperli,  ftrong  prop  of  the  houfe  of  Er- 
togriel,  main  buttrefs  of  the  tower  of  the  Selzuccian  tribe, 
the  lineage  of  Ottoman,  heir  of  the  heirs  to  Ifmael,  the 
eldeft  fon  of  our  father  Abraham,  the  glory  of  men,  and 
the  beloved  cf  God. 

Not  the  unmatched  perfumes  of  Arabia,  not  the  fur- 
prifing  odours  of  the  Perfian  incenfe,  which  they  offered 
to  the  fun,  not  all  the  moft  fkilful  compofitions  of  eaftern 
aromatics  put  together,  are  half  fo  fvveet  as  is  thy  glo¬ 
rious  name  among  the  muffulmans. 

I  received  thy  orders  with  a  reverence  fecond  only  to 
that  which  is  due  to  the  Grand  Signior,  and  will  perform 
them  with  a  loyal  alacrity.  I  perfe&ly  comprehend  thy 
defign,  and  the  drift  of  the  fublime  Porte  ;  for  thou  haft 
ftated  the  cafe  like  an  oracle.  It  will  not  be  difficult,  I 
believe,  to  fuggeft  underhand  to  the  French  court  the  ad¬ 
vantage  they  may  make  oftheprefent  diffractions  in  Hun¬ 
gary,  for  they  are  already  become  the  fubjeCt  of  common 
difcourfe.  Lewis  XIV.  by  encouraging  t'nofe  malcon¬ 
tents,  and  fupporting  their  caufe  with  private  difburfe- 
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ments  of  money,  will  doubtlefs  facilitate  his  own  defign- 
ed  conquefts  on  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Rhiqe  ;  for  if 
the  Hungarian  lords  proceed  to  an  open  revolt,  and  throw 
themfelves  under  the  fultan’s  protection,  the  emperor  of 
Germany  will  be  obliged  to  turn  all  his  forces  that  way, 
which  yet  will  not  be  able  to  withftand  the  united  armies 
of  the  Hungarians,  Croatians,  Heydukes,  Tartars,  and 
the  molt  invincible  Ofmans  :  So  that  by  this  means  the 
empire  will  be  weakened  on  both  tides,  and  in  fatal  dan¬ 
ger  of  its  final  diffolution  ;  whilft  the  ftrength  and  power 
of  the  Grand  Signior,  and  the  king  of  France  his  noble 
ally  will  daily  increafe. 

Befides,  this  will  put  all  Europe  into  divifions  and  par¬ 
ties,  according  as  their  interefts  and  affedtions  incline  them, 
fome  Tiding  with  the  emperor,  others  with  the  French 
king,  whilft  the  generality  wili  ftand  neuters,  and  contem¬ 
plate  the  iffue  of  thefe  wars  without  affifting  one  fide  or 
other  ;  than  which  nothing  can  fall  out  more  happy  or 
propitious  for  the  facred  monarchy  of  the  Ofmans. 

In  obedience  to  thy  command  I  have  written  to  Na¬ 
than  Ben  Saddi  on  this  account,  altogether  as  from  my- 
felf,  not  giving  him  the  leaft  ground  to  conjecture  that  I 
had  received  an  order  from  the  Porte.  I  frequently  take 
the  liberty  to  counfel  that  honeft  Jew  in  many  cafes,  in¬ 
viting  him  to  projeCts  in  general  terms,  and  to  do  fome 
extraordinary  fervice  for  the  Grand  Signior ;  fo  that  he 
will  imagine  my  writing  now  is  only  of  courfe,  without 
fufpeCting  any  thing  elfe. 

I  befeech  thee  to  fend  me  all  the  inftrudtions  that  are 
needful  for  me,  not  only  to  carry  on  this  affair  profper- 
oufly,  but  all  others  relating  to  the  Porte.  I  will  be 
careful  to  tranfmit  thy  commands  to  Nathan  Ben  Saddi, 
in  fuch  a  difguife  as  he  (hall  not  dream  they  are  any  other 
than  my  own  propofals ;  fince  thou  doft  not  think  it  fit 
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that  the  majefty  of  the  Porte  (hould  appear  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  in  a  bufinefs  of  this  nature,  efpecially  fo  foon  after 
the  late  peace  concluded  with  the  emperor. 

It  is  an  invaluable  honour  thou  haft  done  me,  in  trad¬ 
ing  to  my  conduct  an  intrigue  whole  eifedts,  for  ought  I 
know,  may  reach  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  laft  till 
the  day' of  doom.  Queftion  not  my  fidelity,  for  it  is  of 
proof;  befides,  it  many  times  tempts  a  man  to  be  falfe, 
when  he  knows  he  is  fufpedted  to  be  fo. 

Iam  flave  of  the  (laves  of  thofe  who  (land near  the  fultan’s 
perfon,  and  confefs  Mahomet  to  be  the  apoftle  of  God  ; 
more  particularly  I  am  devoted  to  thofe  who  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  ferve  thee,  the  grand  pillar  of  the  Ofman  empire. 
God  perpetuate  thy  felicity. 

Paris,  23d  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1667. 


XI. — To  the  Selictar  Aga,  or  Sword-hearer  to  the 

Sultan. 

JL  hese  parts  abound  in  action  at  this  time  :  Couriers 
run  up  and  down  from  court  to  court  with  fecret  difpatches 
and  matters  of  deep  import.  The  death  of  the  Queen  of 
Poland  and  of  Pope  Alexander  VII.  occafion  this  new 
ftirring  and  buftling  in  Europe:  She  died  on  the  10th  of 
the  5th  moon  ;  he  on  the  22d.  Every  kingdom  and  ftate 
in  the  Weft  have  fome  intereft  to  make  or  preferve,  fome 
defign  to  form  or  to  carry  on,  the  fuccefs  of  which  many 
times  depends  on  the  well  managing  the  confequences  of 
thefe  great  and  fatal  breaches  which  death  makes  in  the 
families  ofinighty  potentates,  houfes  of  royal  defcent. 

The  French  court  were  all  diffolved  in  joy  for  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  the  Duke  of  Guife  with  Mademoifelle  d’Alen5on ; 
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they  were  in  the  nrfdft  of  the  nuptial  triumphs  and  feftival 
folemnfties  when  the  black  exoreffes  came,  which  foon 
turned  all  their  mirth  to  mourning,  at  lead  in  outward 
appearance  ,  for  it  was  not  decent  for  the  fons  to  conti¬ 
nue  longer  revelling,  when  the  great  father  lay  embalmed 
in  order  to  his  fepuhure  :  Therefore,  to  prevent  idlenefs, 
the  king  thought  lit  to  change  the  paftimes  of  the  court 
for  more  neqeffary  bufnefs,  and  the  foft  entertainments  of 
Hymen  for  the  rugged  toils  of  war.  He  caufed  his  ar¬ 
mies  to  march  into  Flanders,  to  give  his  queen  poffeffion 
of  certain  ellates  fallen  to  her  in  thofe  parts :  This  fur- 
prifed  the  Low  Countries,  who  began  to  demoliih  feveral 
places  of  ilrength  that  had  not  fufficient  garrifons  to  de¬ 
fend  them. 

The  king  was  himfelf  in  perfon  at  the  head  of  his  army, 
which  gave  immenfe  courage  to  his  foldiers;  fo  that  Tour- 
nay  quickly  furrendered  to  him  on  the  24th  of  the  6th 
moon,  and  Douay  not  many  days  after.  In  the  mean 
while,  the  Marefchal  d’Aumont,  with  another  army,  takes 
Bergue  and  Furnes  near  Dunkirk;  then  he  befieges  Lille, 
which  was  taken  alfo  after  feventeen  days,  but  not  with¬ 
out  the  king’s  prefence,  who  appeared  indefatigable,  al¬ 
ways  on  horfeback,  or  in  his  coach,  going  the  rounds, 
and  furveying  all  the  works  ;  he  flept  in  his  coach  that 
night  the  town  was  taken,  on  a  bridge  not  far  from 
Ghant.  They  have  alfo  taken  Courtray,  Oudenard,  and 
Aloft  ;  they  have  defeated  the  Prince  de  Ligne,  and  the 
Count  de  Marcini ;  in  a  word,  they  have  done-  fo  many 
great  things  this  campaign,  that  all  Flanders  is  ftupified 
as  at  a  miracle. 

Illuftrious  aga,  I  have  in  a  fort  of  miniature  prefented 
thee  with  the  true  effigies  of  weftern  affairs  at  this  junc¬ 
ture  ;  let  not  my  abruptnefs  difpleafe  thee,  fince  this 
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epitome  deferibes  the  truth  as  livelily  as  if  I  had  filled  an 
ell  of  parchment  up  with  words. 

Paris,  2d  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1667. 


XII. — ToDgnet  Oglou. 

I  know  not  whether  I  have  reafon  to  rejoice  or  be  fad  in 
my  prefent  circumftances,  fo  ambiguous  are  the  events  of 
human  life.  Even  the  moil  blandifhing  gifts  of  fortune, 
and  fuch  as  we  are  extremely  taken  with,  many  times 
prove  like  the  Trojan  horfe,  only  fair  and  gay  in  outward 
appearance,  whilft,  like  that  deceitful  engine  of  the  Gre¬ 
cian  craft,  they  carry  an  army  of  hidden  calamities  within, 
which,  in  the  midft  of  our  fecure  repofe,  when  we  leaft 
dream  of  any  evil,  rufh  upon  us  from  their  concealed  and 
unfufpedled  ambufeades,  putting  us  all  in  terror  and  con- 
fufion. 

However,  fince  I  have  had  a  fufficient  fhare  of  trouble, 
grief,  and  melancholy,  now  let  other  fprightly,  cheerful 
paffions  take  their  turn,  be  the  event  how  it  will ;  I  can¬ 
not  always  bear  the  burden  of  a  loaded  fpleen,  crammed 
and  puffed  up  with  melancholy  winds,  the  embryos  or  ve¬ 
hicles  at  leaft  of  horrid  thoughts,  perplexing  cares,  and 
black  defpair  ;  befides,  methinks  I  have  a  fit  occafion  to 
be  merry,  being  by  a  very  pleafant  accident  at  once  rid  of 
a  great  many  vain  doubts  and  anxieties,  (which  have  dif- 
turbed  my  peace  for  thefe  three  or  four  years)  and  refto- 
red  to  the  charming  converfation  of  Daria,  whom  thou 
mayeft  remember  I  fo  paflionately  loved  in  the  days  of 
my  youth. 

Know  then,  that  one  day  as  I  . was  walking  in  the 
ftreets,  I  met  that  lovely  Greek  in  rftonrning  :  Surprifed 
above  meafure  at  the  fight  of  a  perfon  for  whom  X  had 
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formerly  cheriflied  fo  great  an  efteem,  I  Hood  ftill  at  firft 
like  one  thunderftruck  ;  I  could  not  forbear  queftioning 
my  own  fenfes,  and  giving  the  lie  to  my  eyes,  which  af- 
fured  me  it  was  {he  ;  neither  age  nor  abfence  had  effaced 
her  loved  idea  from  my  memory,  or  fo  much  changed  her 
face,  but  that  I  eafily  called  to  mind  the  object  of  my 
amorous  defires.  Yet  my  aflonilhment  was  fuch  at  this 
unthought  of  interview,  that  I  had  not  refolution  enough 
to  believe  myfelf;  and  her  amazement  feemed  no  lefsthan 
fnine,  whilft  neither  of  us  had  power  to  fpeak,  but  flood 
like  fools;  till  I,  afhamed  longer  to  lofe  myfelf  in  fuch  an 
effeminate  confufion  of  fpirit,  firft  broke  filence,  not  with¬ 
out  fome  rapture  and  emotion,  crying  out,  “  Is  it  Daria 
or  her  ghoft  I  fee  ?  has  fortune  bleffed  or  mocked  me  at 
the  fatal  hour  ?  or  do  deluding  nymphs  and  fairies  haunt 
the  flreets  of  populous  cities,'  walking  about  in  borrowed 
forms,  and  mixing  with  the  throng  of  mortals,  to  tanta- 
life  our  fofteft  hopes  with  a  falfe  fhow  of  fome  dear  lover, 
friend,  or  perfon  highly  wifhed  for,  never  to  be  enjoyed  ? 
It  may  be  true  tliat  Cytherea  left  her  heaven,  (as  Virgil 
does  relate)  and  in  a  Tyrian  drefs  met  the  heroic  offspring 
of  Anchifes  in  the  fields,  amufing  him  with  a  difguifed 
femblance  of  mortality  and  human  race,  until  her  heavenly 
voice  difcovered  that  {he  was  a  goddefs.  So  ufed  Diana 
to  defcend  in  dead  of  night,  and  mix  the  {lumbers  of  En- 
dymion  with  immortal  dreams,  Healing  foft  kilfes  from 
the  lovely  youth,  and  whifpering  celeftial  words  into  his 
ears,  more  forcible  than  the  fongs  of  Orpheus,  when  he 
moved  the  trees  and  rocks  to  palfions  of  Platonic  love. 
At  other  times  they  would  come  down,  and  take  the  air 
of  cool  mount  Hsemus,  or  the  lofty  Ida.  Thus  Melpo¬ 
mene,  Clio,  and  the  reft  of  the  facred  nine,  would  often 
vifit  the  refrefhing  heights  of  their  beloved  Parnaflus,  from 
whence  defending  to  the  fhady  banks  of  Helicon,  with 
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more  than  mortal  voices  would  awake  and  tempt  the  wan¬ 
ton  echoes  to  ftrike  up,  like  unifons,  and  join  in  concert 
with  them,  whilft  they  chant  the  praifes  of  fome  demi-god 
or  hero  whom  they  love.  But  that  a  goddefs,  nymph, 
or  mufe  did  ever  frequent  the  common  crowd  of  mortals 
in  a  city,  is  not  to  be  credited;  therefore,  unlefs  I  dream, 
it  is  Daria  I  behold.” 

My  Dgnet,  I  was  running  on  in  higher  ecftafies  at 
mentioning  of  her  name,  but  that  {lie  fmiled,  and  inter¬ 
rupted  me  with  an  obliging  refervednefs,  and  faid,  “  Mah- 
mut,  if  you  are  the  man  I  take  you  for,  and  would  have 
my  efteem,  be  lefs  pafiionate,  and  leave  off  this  wild  way 
of  raillery  :  We  both  are  pad  the  vanities  of  youth  ;  our 
years  fhould  now  retain  no  remnant  froths  of  early  boiling 
blood,  and  young,  green,  foolifh  paffions.” 

I  took  this  only  for  a  female  banter,  an  effay  of  wo¬ 
man’s  craft,  to  try  the  fenfe  and  humour  of  a  man  ;  for 
thou  knowelt  the  greateft  princefs  loves  a  truly  paflion- 
ate  addreis,  though  not  a  puling  whining  one  ;  belides, 
it  is  the  fafhion  here  in  France  to  ufe  romantic  forms  of 
fpeech  when  they  make  love.  However,  in  regard  it  was 
inconvenient  to  lofe  more  time  in  the  open  ftreet  by  this 
fort  of  difcourfe,  I  invited  her  to  a  houfe  where  we  might 
converfe  with  more  freedom.  She  accepted  the  motion, 
and  I  conduced  her  to  the  houfe  of  Eliachim  the  Jew. 
It  is  pleafantly  feated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Seine, 
and  has  a  fair  garden  belonging  to  it.  Eliachim  happen¬ 
ed  to  be  abroad,  which  gave  us  a  better  opportunity  of 
improving  our  time,  without  the  neceffary  interruption  of 
falutes,  compliments,  &c.  ufual  in  fuch  a  cafe ;  and  I  had 
the  command  of  his  houfe,  as  though  he  had  been  there 
himfelf. 

It  being  in  the  heat  of  fummer,  I  led  Daria  into  a  lit¬ 
tle  Ihady  green  retreat,  in  the  midft  of  the  garden,  out  of 
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the  reach  of  curious  cars,  where,  under  the  cool  refrelh- 
ing  lhelter  of  a  wide-fpread  beach,  we  fat  down  and  called 
to  mind  our  former  acquaintance  and  friendihip.  Daria 
itill  retained  her  native  modefty  and  prudence,  neither  had 
the  external  beauty  of  her  face  fuffered  any  greater  detri* 
ment  than  what  befals  the  faireft  rofes,  violets,  or  other 
flowers,  which,  even  in  their  moil  decayed  ftate,  merit 
the  character  of  amiable  fweetnefs.  However,  the  luftre 
of  her  wit  and  goodnefs  of  her  humour  fupplied  all  other 
defedts. 

1  proteft,  my  Dgnet,  it  was  impofiible  for  me  to  fee, 
and  not  to  love  again,  a  perfon  whofe  idea  was  once  fo 
domeftic  and  familiar  to  my  foul ;  and  I  was  the  more 
animated  to  make  my  court,  when  Are  told  me  that  ihe 
was  a  widow.  It  was  eafy  to  forget,  or  banifh  from 
my  thoughts,  her  former  faithful  treachery,  in  acquaint¬ 
ing  her  hufband  with  my  amour  ;  love  foon  removes  all 
puny  obftacles ;  it  is  ready,  prompt,  and  dexterous  to  find 
excufes  for  the  greatefi  faults  a  friend  can  ever  commit, 
much  more  ingenuous  to  palliate  the  peccadillos  of  a  mif- 
trefs.  This  generous  paflion,  by  a  peculiar  force,  extir¬ 
pates  all  revenge,  and  blots  out  the  memoirs  of  palled  un- 
kindneffes  ;  it  ever  fprings  and  blooms  with  frelh  defires, 
youngvigorousinclinations ;  like  to  the  palm  opprefled  with 
weights,  it  higher  grows  ;  it  would  fain  increafe,  dilate, 
and  ftretch  itfelf  to  immortality.  There  is  no  confidera- 
tion,  but  that  of  honour,  can  pretend  to  match  or  Hand 
in  competition  with  the  divine  regard  of  love;  and  yet 
the  moil  exalted  human  glory  often  veils  to  this  foft  paf- 
fion  ;  the  conquerors  of  the  world  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
overcome  by  women. 

Wonder  not  therefore,  that  I,  who  am  flelh  and  blood 
as  well  as  other  men,  could  not  now  defend  myfelf  from 
fair  Daria’s  charms. 
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Excufe  me  in  that  I  cannot  now  give  thee  any  farther 
account  of  this  adventure,  being  interrupted  by  a  meffen- 
ger  from  Eliachim  the  Jew,  who  brings  me  word  my  mo¬ 
ther  is  very  fick,  and  wants  my  company.  Expect  ano¬ 
ther  difpatch  fpeedily. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  ic:h  Moon,  of  the  Year  1667. 


XIII _ To  Pesteli  Hali,  his  brother ,  Mafler  of  the 

Cvjloms ,  and  Superintendant  of  the  Arfenal  at  Confian - 
tinople. 

It  is  written  in  the  fates,  that  man  fhould  once  at  ltfeft 
be  vanquifhed  by  a  woman  in  his  life  ;  but  it  is  my  chance 
to  be  twice  fubdued  by  one  of  that  fair  fex.  I  know  not 
whether  I  acquainted  thee  with  the  love  I  formerly  bore 
to  Daria,  a  beautiful  Greek  lady  fojourning  in  Paris  ; 
neither  have  I  at  this  inftant  an  opportunity  to  look  over 
the  file  of  my  letters,  they  being  in  my  lodgings,  and  I 
at  Eliachim’s  houfe,  (where  I  write  this  letter)  for  the 
fake  of  a  convenience,  which  offers  itfelf,  of  fending  thee 
a  fmall  prefent  of  watches  and  oriental  flones,  by  a  Jew* 
a  merchant,  who  is  juft  departing  for  Conftantinople. 

However,  if  thou  art  curious  to  know  the  circumftan- 
ces  of  this  amour  I  fpeak  of,  our  friend  Oglou  can  in¬ 
form  thee  of  it.  In  the  mean  time  fuffer  me  to  vent  fome 
of  my  thoughts  concerning  women,  and  the  love  of  them 
rooted  fo  deeply  in  our  hearts  by  nature.  None  of  our 
fex  could  ever  efcape  this  gentle  paffion,  it  being  mixed 
and  blended  in  our  very  original  embryos,  and  after  che- 
rifhed  with  our  mother’s  milk.  It  was  the  peculiar  my- 
flery  of  our  nurfes,  by  a  thoufand  female  tricks  and  arts 
of  neceffary  tendernefs,  to  blow  and  kindle  up  the  little 
fparks  of  this  immortal  fire  within  our  infant  fouls,  whilil 
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from  their  breafts  we  fucked  and  guzzled  down  inebriat¬ 
ing  philters  and  love  potions,  more  forcible  and  durable 
than  thofe  the  Grecian  maids  compound  by  magic  rules, 
when  they  would  captivate  fome  lovely  youth  within  their 
fnares.  Our  blood  thus  fed  with  early  fympathetic 
draughts,  becomes  the  feminary  of  a  thoufand  amorous 
inclinations,  general,  unformed,  and  volatile  affedtions  to 
that  fex  ;  till  time  and  opportunity  fix  our  loofe  defires 
on  fome  particular  maid,  whom  fate  or  chance  has 
brought  into  our  view.  At  the  firft  glance,  file  darts 
from  her  enchanting  eyes  the  perfedl  image  of  her  foul, 
which  penetrates  like  lightning  our  molt:  interior  facul¬ 
ties  ;  the  fwift  idea  foon  transforms  us  into  its  own  fimi- 
litude  ;  like  melted  wax  we  take  the  momentary  impref- 
fion  of  a  figure  which  may  laft.  as  long  as  we  ;  or  if  we 
melt  again,  it  is  but  to  receive  fome  other  ftamp  of  love. 
Thus  our  whole  life  pafTes  away  in  an  enchanted  circle  of 
amours. 

However,  it  is  the  part  of  a  wife  man  to  regulate  this 
paffion,  and  not  fuffer  it  to  degenerate  into  dotage.  There 
is  much  to  be  faid  in  praife  of  women,  and  not  a  little  in 
their  difparagement ;  as  we  are  riddles  to  ourfelves,  fo 
that  fex  is  in  a  higher  degree  myfterious  and  a  paradox. 

It  would  be  a  kind  of  facrilegious  envy  to  conceal  their 
excellencies,  and  the  advantages  they  have  of  us  in  many 
regards,  whilft  our  partial  pen  fhall  only  publifh  their  de¬ 
fers  and  infirmities.  Some  Hebrew  doftors,  from  the 
different  names  of  Adam  and  Eve,  draw  arguments  to 
prove  the  dignity  and  perfection  of  the  female  fex,  in 
that  Adam  fignifies  Earth,  but  Eve  expreffes  Life  ;  for 
they  affirm  that  every  name  which  God  impofed  on  any 
thing  defcribes  its  nature  and  qualities,  as  a  pifture  repre¬ 
sents  the  original ;  therefore,  by  how  much  life  is  more  to 
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be  efteemed  than  earth,  by  fo  much  more  excellent,  in 
the  opinion  of  thofe  rabbis,  is  woman  than  man. 

They  go  farther  alfo,  and  from  the  affinity  between 
Eve’s  name  and  the  facred  name  of  God,  the  ineffable 
Tetragrammaton,  the  cabalifts  borrow  proofs  in  confirma¬ 
tion  of  their  doftrine. 

I  know  not  whether  fuch  critical  obfervations  be  of 
any  moment  or  no  in  this  cafe,  yet  thou  knoweft  that 
all  the  eaftern  languages  are  full  of  hidden  myfteries,  each 
word  and  letter  being  impregnated  with  fome  divine  or 
natural  fecret,  befide  the  common  obvious  fenfe.  Thus 
Al  Zerbi,  the  holy  muffulman  doctor,  fays  there  is  magic 
in  the  facred  name  of  Jefus,  and  that  whenever  it  fhall 
be  once  pronounced  through  the  great  tube  or  trump  of 
Michael,  it  fhall  caufe  all  the  powers  in  heaven,  in  earth, 
and  hell,  to  bow  the  knee  ;  this  globe  whereon  we  tread 
fhall  tremble,  and  all  the  elements  melt  away  ;  the  firma¬ 
ment  fhall  be  fnatched  up  like  to  the  motion  of  an  eaflern 
antiport,  veil,  or  curtain  ;  the  wide  flretched  orbs  above 
fhall  warp  and  roll  together,  as  a  fcorched  fkin  or  piece 
ef  parchment  does  before  a  fire  ;  fo  forcible  will  be  the 
energy  of  that  tremendous  Woid  by  which  the  univcrfe 
was  made,  when  God  defigns  to  rend  this  vifible  world 
of  ours  in  pieces,  that  he  may  reveal  his  nobler  works, 
the  worlds  invifible  and  eternal.  This  mighty  frame  on 
every  fide  will  bow,  and  yield,  and  vanifh,  not  able  to 
fupport  the  crowding  train  and  luftre  of  immortal  glories, 
radiant,  bright  eficnces,  defcending  in  a  body  from  the 
high  palaces  of  God,  the  infinite  folitudes  and  recedes  of 
the  Omnipotent. 

Thou  haft  no  reafon  to  be  fcandalifed  at  what  I  write, 
as  if  I  were  a  Chriftian  ;  thou  feed;  I  have  a  doftor  of 
the  Arabs  for  my  author,  a  true  believer  and  reputed 
faint.  Befides,  if  I  am  worthy  to  advife  thee,  let  not  the 
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common  practice  of  muffulman  profeffors  in  the  imperial 
city  tempt  thee  to  defpife  the  bleffed  Son  of  Mary,  of 
whom  our  holy  prophet  fpeaks  fo  honourably.  How  ma¬ 
ny  chapters  in  the  Alcoran  do  celebrate  his  praife  ?  I  ra¬ 
ther  counfel  thee  to  imitate  the  honeft  Turcomans,  who 
are  efteemed  the  beft  of  true  believers ;  thefe  honour 
both  Jefus  and  his  matchlefs  virgin-mother ;  fo  do  the 
Chupmeffiafi,  and  all  good  muffulmans ;  as  for  the  reft, 
they  are  either  fuperftitious  and  morofe  fanatics,  profli¬ 
gate  renegadoes,  or  loofe  wild  libertines,  who  fear  neither 
God  nor  man. 

And  now  I  have  mentioned  that  incomparable  Mary, 
mother  of  the  Meflias,  of  whom  the  mighty  Alcoran 
fpeaks  fuch  venerable  things,  it  is  a  flt  occafion  to  return 
from  my  digreflion,  and  proceed  in  relating  what  the 
Jewifti  rabbis  fay  further  in  commendation  of  the  female 
fex. 

They  confider  the  order  which  God,  according  to  the 
writing  of  Mofes,  obferved  in  the  creation,  viz.  that 
among  his  works  fome  are  incorruptible  and  immortal, 
others  fubje£t  to  corruption  and  change  ;  and  that  as  he 
began  in  the  nobleft  fpecies  of  the  former,  viz.  pure  fe- 
parate  fpirits,  fo  he  ended  in  the  moft  illuftrious  of  the 
latter,  that  is  woman,  the  Iaft  of  all  his  works,  and  the 
moft  perfefc  of  compound  beings;  for  in  her  are  center¬ 
ed  and  confummated  the  nature  of  the  heavens,  the 
earth,  air,  fire,  and  water,  with  minerals,  plants,  and  ani¬ 
mals,  and  whatfoever  elfe  was  made  before  her.  This  is 
the  opinion  of  fome  Hebrew  writers,  who  believe  that 
God  having  made  Eve,  and  then  furveyed  the  fyftem 
of  his  works,  found  nothing  more  excellent  or  divinely 
framed  than  woman  ;  therefore  in  her  he  refted  and  com¬ 
menced  the  Sabbath,  as  if  his  power  and  wifdom  now 
were  tired  and  foiled,  and  that  he  could  not  ftart  the  idea 
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of  another  creature  more  perfedt  than  her ;  or  as  if  he 
did  not  efteem  the  univerfe  itfelf  complete  without  the 
laft  and  moft  accomplifhed  of  his  works  :  For  they  hold 
it  as  abfurd  to  believe,  that  God  would  finifh  fuch  a  pro¬ 
digious  and  admirable  talk  in  any  mean  or  abjeft  thing  : 

1  hey  alfo  illuftrate  this  by  a  fimilitude,  aiTerting,  that  the 
world  being,  as  it  were,  an  entire  circle,  it  follows  by 
neceflary  confequence,  that  it  was  finilhed  in  that  part, 
which  by  the  moll  intimate  union  couples  the  firft  atom 
to  the  laft. 

They  endeavour  to  ftrengthen  this  by  the  common 
principle  of  philofophy,  which  teaches  that  the  end  is  al¬ 
ways  firft  in  the  intention,  and  laft  in  execution.  Woman 
therefore  being  the  laft  work  of  the  creation,  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  fay  they,  that  Ihe  was  the  chief  defign  and  aim  the 
Almighty  had  in  building  this  immenfe  fabric,  which  he 
firft  furnilhed  and  adorned  with  infinite  riches  and  de¬ 
lights,  and  then  introduced  her,  as  into  her  own  native 
proper  palace,  there  to  reign  as  abfolute  queen  over  all  his 
works. 

Befides,  they  take  advantage  from  the  particular  place 
of  her  creation  to  exalt  her,  in  that  Ihe  was  formed  in 
paradife  among  the  angels,  whereas  man  was  made  in  the 
common  wafte  among  the  brutes ;  and  therefore  they  fay 
women  have  this  peculiar  privilege,  that  when  they  look 
down  from  any  imminent  height  or  precipice,  they  feel  no 
dizzinefs  or  giddy  fymptoms  in  their  head,  no  milt  or 
dimnefs  in  their  eyes,  being,  as  it  were,  nearer  their  pro¬ 
per  element,  or  lofty  birth  place  ;  whereas  it  is  common 
for  men  to  be  troubled  with  thefe  accidents  in  fuch  a 
cafe. 

But  the  moft  prevailing  argument  they  ufe  is  taken 
from  the  ftupendous  beauty  of  that  fex,  which,  like  the 
finer  fort  of  clouds  in  fummer,  feems  to  engrofs  the  fplea- 
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dours  of  immortal  light,  and  fo  reflect  them  on  the  world. 
How  matchlefs  is  a  woman’s  form  !  What  dazzling  ma- 
jefly  environs  her  from  head  to  foot !  Gaze  on  her  love* 
ly  countenance  without  afloniflrment,  or  fix  your  eyes  on 
her’s  without  an  ecllacy,  thofe  lights  which  do  miflead 
the  morning  liars,  and  caufe  the  gods  to  ramble  from 
their  heaven,  if  what  the  ancient  poets  fay  be  true.  So 
did  Apollo  for  his  Daphne,  and  Jupiter  for  others  of  that 
charming  fex.  Neither  need  we  wonder  at  this,  fince  the 
written  law  itfelf  records,  that  angels  fell  in  love  with  ad¬ 
mirable  maids  of  human  race,  and  took  them  for  their 
wives  or  concubines,  from  whom  the  progeny  of  giants 
came.  Thus  more  modern  writers  teft  fy,  that  incorpo¬ 
real  fpirits  and  demons  of  all  ranks  and  qualities,  both 
good  and  bad,  have  been  inflamed  with  ardent  paffions 
for  fome  mortal  virgin;  which  is  no  falfe  or  vain  opinion, 
as  the  incredulous  part  of  men  would  fain  iniinuate,  but 
a  known  truth,  confirmed  by  many  experiences. 

Indeed,  fo  admirable  is  the  figure,  voice,  and  mien  of  a 
fair  woman,  that  he  is  wilfully  blind  who  does  not  fee, 
whatfoever  beauties  the  whole  world  is  capable  of,  con¬ 
centered  in  that  fex  ;  and  for  this  reafon  it  is,  that  not 
only  man,  with  angels,  demons,  genii,  fatyr's,  and  the 
whole  feries  of  rational  beings,  admire  a  fair  woman,  but 
alfo  the  very  brutes  are  llruck  with  a  profound  amaze¬ 
ment  at  her  fight  ;  with  fighs  and  filent  vows  the  animal 
generations  pay  homage  to  her,  and  adore  the  {lately 
idol :  Every  thing  in  nature  is  enamoured,  and  lies  pro- 
flrate  at  her  feet  ;  fire  alone  commands  the  univerfe. 

Yet  after  all,  my  brother,  they  have  their  dark  fide  too, 
like  the  reft;  of  mixed  beings.  They  are  the  frontier 
pa{Tes  of  the  world  above,  and  that  below  ;  the  gates  of 
ife  and  death,  the  very  avenues  to  heaven  or  hell,  ac¬ 
cording  as  they  are  ufed.  Tike  fire  they  will  warm  and 
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refrelh  a  man,  if  he  keep  at  a  due  diftance  ;  but  if  he 
approach  too  near,  they  will  fcorch  and  blifter  him,  if 
not  confume  him  quite  ;  or,  like  that  other  element  of 
water,  they  are  very  good  and  ferviceable  whilft  kept 
within  their  bounds,  but  let  them  once  break  down  the 
banks  of  modefty,  they  will  threaten  all  with  ruin.  In 
a  word,  it  is  neither  fafe  to  vex  them  in  the  lead,  or  hu- 
raour  them  too  much  ;  the  excels  of  fondnefs,  as  well  as 
the  defedl  of  natural  love,  may  equally  undo  us ;  prudent 
generofity  is  the  only  method  of  making  ourfelves  happy 
in  the  enjoyment  of  this  fex. 

Dear  Pefteli,  let  us  reverence  ourfelves,  and  then  we 
cannot  fail  of  due  refpedf  from  our  wives  and  concu¬ 
bines  ;  for  they  love  a  man  that  is  truly  mafculine  and 
brave. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657. 


XIV. — To  the  fame. 

Just  as  I  had  finifhed  the  other  letter,  I  was  alarmed 
afrelh  with  new  difcoveries  of  Solyman’s  treachery.  That 
barbarous  dog  is  certainly  an  imp  of  hell,  a  devil  in  hu¬ 
man  flefli,  an  adventitious  plant,  plucked  from  the  dreary 
banks  of  Phlegethon,  or  Cocytus,  and  ingrafted  in  our 
noble  ilock  on  purpofe  to  ruin  and  dedroy  us.  The 
whole  tribe  is  bound  to  curfe  him  with  immortal  execra¬ 
tions  :  He  induftrioufly  feeks  and  ftudies  all  occafions  to 
do  mifchief ;  his  veins  fure  dream  with  fierced:  venoms,  ra¬ 
ther  than  with  human  blood  ;  the  poifon  of  dragons  and 
afps  is  under  his  tongue,  and  the  gall  of  crocodiles  within 
his  lips  ;  his  lungs  breathe  nothing  but  infernal  fmokes  ; 
the  fpirit  Negidher  times  the  fyftole  and  diadole  -ef  his 
heart ;  and  his  whole  body  is  a  den  of  fiends,  as  fou^ 
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and  black  as  thofe  which  guard  the  throne  of  the  great 
prince  of  darknefs. 

I  could  have  eafily  forgiven  his  fly  malicious  attempts 
upon  my  life  and  honour,  his  interloping  tricks  and  plots, 
his  calumnies  and  flanders,  with  all  the  train  of  his  perfi¬ 
dious  aftions  ;  but  that  he  fhould  abufe  the  virtuous  Fa¬ 
tima,  daughter  to  our  uncle  Ufeph,  is  an  injury  I  cannot 
put  up  or  pardon.  That  innocent  lady  never  deferved 
fiich  cruel  unmanly  ufage  at  his  hands.  The  dregs  of  a 
thoufand  bitter  curfes  be  his  potion  to  drink  in  hell,  un- 
lefs  he  repent  of  this  prodigious  bafenefs,  and  make  ho¬ 
nourable  fatisfacrion. 

Thou  wilt  wonder,  perhaps,  what  is  Solyman’s  crime, 
that  fills  me  vtith  fuch  implacable  refentments.  Know 
then,  that  Fatima’s  hufband  being  called  to  the  Grand 
Signior’s  fervice  in  the  wars  of  Dalmatia,  and  for  that 
reafon  forced  to  tarry  from  her  above  thefe  fourteen 
moons,  fhe  entrufted  Solyman  with  an  affair  of  grand  im¬ 
portance,  a  matter  which  concerned  her  life,  honour,  and 
welfare  in  the  world.  It  feems  fhe  had  a  quarrel  with  an 
old  Grecian  hag,  who  fought  to  proftitute  her  to  the 
Great  Cadi  of  Smyrna,  where  fhe  lives.  This  grandee 
had  by  a  ftrange  accident  feen  Fatima  in  a  bath,  fre¬ 
quented  only  by  women  of  quality.  However,  through 
fome  negledt  of  the  fervants,  he  was  not  fpied  himfelf, 
but  went  away  deeply  in  love.  That  paffion,  thouknow- 
efl,  makes  every  body  reftlefs  that  is  tormented  with  it. 
He  knew  not  how  to  eafe  himfelf,  but  by  communicating 
his  thoughts  to  the  forementioned  Grecian  widow',  whom 
he  had  often  made  the  confidant  of  his  amours.  The 
thoroughpaced  bawd  foon  promifed  him  relief,  and  that 
fhe  would  accomplifh  his  defires ;  however,  fhe  failed,  and 
found  herfelf  miftaken,  w'hen  fhe  came  to  tempt  the  in¬ 
violate  chaftity  of  Fatima  ;  for  all  her  glittering  pro- 
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mifes,  her  fofteft  rhetoric,  could  never  corrupt  a  heart  e- 
ftabliihed  firm  in  virtue. 

Mad  at  her  repulfe,  fhe  lludies  how  to  be  revenged, 
conceiving  it  not  impoffible  to  bring  her  defigns  about 
by  violence,  fince  fair  perfuafions  would  not  do.  She 
frames  a  formal  accufation  again!!  Fatima  before  the  ca¬ 
di,  taxing  her  with  witchcraft  and  other  crimes  upon 
oath.  The  cadi  having  learned  his  lefion,  would  not  hear 
the  caufe  in  open  divan,  but  pretending  indifpofition  of 
body,  caufed  her  to  be  brought  before  him  in  his  private 
bed-chamber.  The  Greek  had  ready  by  her  feveral  fub- 
orned  witneffes,  to  depofe  mod  horrid  things  again!!  the 
innocent  woman  ;  when  the  cadi,  profeffing  an  entire 
refped!  to  Fatima’s  hulband,  feemed  to  take  pity  on  her 
circumftances,  and  waved  the  farther  profecution  of  the 
caufe  till  another  time,  keeping  Fatima  prifoner  in  the 
mean  while  in  his  own  palace. 

All  this  was  managed  fo  privately,  that  nobody  in  the 
town  took  notice  of  it,  fave  an  acquaintance  or  two  of 
the  Grecian  widow,  and  Solyman  our  worthy  coufin,  who 
happened  to  be  at  Smyrna  in  this  Very  juncture  among 
his  other  rambles. 

Perfons  in  trouble  are  willing  to  fly  for  refuge  to  any 
friend,  defiring  their  affiftance.  Fatima,  all  in  tears  at 
fucli  an  unexpecled  change  of  her  condition,  had  leifure 
and  opportunity  to  fpeak  to  Solyman,  conjuring  him  to 
go  to  certain  intimate  friends  of  our  family,  living  in  A- 
leppo,  and  tell  them  her  circumftances ;  inftead  of  this, 
the  faithlefs  villain  goes  to  her  hufband’s  friends  at  Tri¬ 
poli,  telling  them  the  utmoft  fhameful  and  fcandalous 
things  of  Fatima  his  malice  could  invent,  and  that  by  her 
lewd  courfes  fhe  had  well-nigh  ruined  her  hu!band,  pro¬ 
ducing  at  the  fame  time  forged  bills  and  letters  as  from 
him,  whereby  he  railed  a  thoufand  fequins,  with  which 
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the  perjured  villain  is  gone,  nobody  knows  whither,  to 
make  his  broken  fortunes  once  again,  and  lay  a  founda¬ 
tion  for  new  cheats  ;  whilil  the  poor  injured  Fatima  is- 
forced  to  bear  the  reproach  and  infamy  of  things  where¬ 
of  Hie  never  was  guilty.  But  time,  I  hope,  will  clear  her 
innocence,  and  bring  that  curfed  vagabond  to  fliame. 

I  counfclied  him  indeed  long  ago  to  travel,  and  fee  the 
various  regions  of  the  earth  ;  but  I  never  advifed  him  to 
load  his  foul  in  fuch  long  voyages  with  the  guilt  of  bafe 
ingratitude,  barbarous  malice,  perfidy,  and  other  vices  of 
the  blacked  hue.  The  fmaller  frailties,  ftains,  and  ble- 
miflies  of  human  life,  are  too  great  a  burden  for  a  generous 
heart  to  bear  without  complaints  and  fighs.  He  that 
has  but  a  fpark  of  virtue  in  him  blufhes  for  every  pecca¬ 
dillo  he  commits  ;  if  tempted  by  good  company,  or  in 
hopes  to  baniih  melancholy  thoughts,  he  indulge  himfelf 
a  larger  draught  of  wine  than  what  is  ordinary,  and  fa 
infenfibly  boil  up  his  -blood  to  irregular  heights  and  fia- 
perfluitics,  he  is  all  this  while  nobody*s  foe  but  his  own  j 
he  plots  no  mifchief  againft  his  friend,  relation,  harmlefs 
neighbour,  or  acquaintance  ;  all  the  enmity  he  fliows  is 
to  himfelf,  and  in  his  cups  he  is  not  aware  of  that ;  for 
which  reafon  afterwards,  to  expiate  the  criminal  advances 
he  made  to  felf-murder,  he  willingly  fcurns  off  the  groffer 
ebullition  of  its  heated  veins  in  penitent  weeping  ;  a  flood 
of  tears  runs  from  his  eyes,  like  generous  libations  at  the 
foot  of  the  altar,  to  pacify  the  wrath  of  God,  whilft  the 
lighter  part  evaporates  in  pious  fighs  and  vows.  Thus 
this  pollution  vaniihes  like  fmoke,  and  he  is  foon  made 
clean  again.  And  fo  in  other  vices  it  is  the  fame  with 
men  difpofed  to  virtue  ;  they  endeavour  to  root  out  the 
evil  habits  they  are  accuftomed  to  they  try  all  ways  and 
ftratagems  to  reform  themfelves  :  But  wicked  men,  by 
inclination,  fin  on  without  remorfe  ;  they  never  ftudy  to 
Vol.  VII.  c 
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retrench  the  evils  they  commit  ;  ever  propenfe  to  vice, 
they  choofe  its  ways,  and  court  the  opportunities  of  do-* 1 
ing  impious  things;  they  are  natively  unjuft,  and  cannot 
live  at  eafe  without  premeditated  crimes  ;  it  is  their  ele¬ 
ment  to  be  projedling  mifchief ;  and  fuch  a  one  is  Soly- 
man  our  coufm. 

God  infpire  him  with  more  grateful  fentirnents  towards 
his  friends,  more  natural  and  affectionate  to  thofe  of  his 
blood,  and  a  more  juft;  deportment  to  all  men  ;  or  elfe 
may  he  be  like  Cain,  who  for  murdering  his  brother  was 
condemned  to  be  a  vagabond  on  earth  ;  and  like  Zeuli 
Bazar  the  Perfian,  who  fa’ifely  accufed  Hcfain  the  pro¬ 
phet,  and  for  that  reafon  was  troubled  with  a  palfy  in  his 
head  as  long  as  he  lived. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1667. 


XV. — To  the  Mufti’s  Vicar. 

i  sent  an  account  to  the  Porte  of  the  death  of  the  late 
Rumbeg,  or  Pope,  who  is  the  great  patriarch  of  the  Na- 
zarenes.  Now  the  cardinals  have  chofen  another  to  fuc- 
ceed  him,  whom  they  call  Clement  IX.  a  man  of  a  great 
chara&er  for  learning  and  piety,  and  one  from  whom  the 
Pranks  expeCt  glorious  things  to  be  done  for  the  public 
p-ood  of  Chriftendom. 

Thefe  popes  feem  to  inherit  the  authority  and  honour 
of  the  ancient  pontifex  maximus,  or  high  prieft  of  the 
Romans  in  the  time  of  paganifm  ;  nay,  they  affume  a  far 
more  ample  and  uncontroulable  power ;  for  thofe  Gentile 
prelates  always  fubmitted  to  the  imperial  authority,  from 
which  they  received  proteftion  and  maintenance  ;  but 
thefe  Chriftian  fathers  acknowledge  no  fuperior  on  earth ; 
kings  and  emperors  do  homage  to  them,  and  perform  the 
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meaneft  fervices  ;  as  to  hold  the  bafon  whilft  the  pope 
wafhes  his  hands,  to  hold  the  ftirrup  whilft  he  mounts  or 
alights  from  off  his  mule  ;  fomttimes  great  princes  lead 
his  horfe  by  the  bridle,  whilft  at  another  feafon  they  carry 
him  on  their  fhoulders.  It  is  recorded  that  Eumenes, 
King  of  Pergamus,  came  to  Rome,  and  pulling  off  his 
turban,  humbly  laid  it  on  the  ground  before  the  fenate, 
confeffing  he  received  his  liberty  from  them;  and  Prufias, 
king  of  Bithynia,  ufed  to  ftyle  himfelf  the  Roman  fenate’s 
(lave,  and  bow  down  to  the  earth  before  them ;  but  this 
is  nothing  to  the  reverence  which  greateft  monarchs  pay 
the  pope,  when  crawliag  on  their  hands  and  knees  they 
kifs  the  fandal  on  his  foot. 

He  can  make  and  depofe  kings  at  pleafure,  abfolve 
fubjefts  from  their  allegiance,  bind  and  remit  fins,  open 
and  (hut  the  gates  of  paradife,  purgatory,  and  hell,  or  at 
lead  he  endeavours  to  make  the  world  believe  fo. 

He  has  feventy  cardinals  for  his  afliftants  and  counfel- 
lors,  a.l  equal  to  princes  ;  an  hundred  and  thirty  archbi- 
(liops  under  his  obedience  ;  a  thoufand  and  feventeen  bi- 
fnops ;  an  hundred  and  forty-four  thoufand  monafteries 
and  religious  houfes  ;  three  hundred  thoufand  parifhes  o- 
beying  his  will,  and  yielding  homage  to  him  ;  fo  that  if 
he  were  refolved'  to  carry  on  fome  lading  war,  he  need 
only  lay  an  impoft  of  fix  crowns  a-year  on  every  mona- 
ftery,  and  fifty  two  on  every  parifti,  and  it  would  amount 
to  fixteen  millions  of  crowns  yearly  income  ;  and  if  out 
of  every  monaftery  he  chofe  ten  men,  he  would  have 
an  army  of  fourteen  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  men, 
which  is  more  than  any  potentate  in  the  world  can  do 
befidc. 

Thou  wilt  fay  it  is  a  wonder  then  he  does  not  put  this 
in  practice,  and  fo  wage  war  with  the  Grand  Signior, 
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who  has  fleeced  him  of  fo  many  flouriflung  countries  for¬ 
merly  under  his  obedience. 

O  facred  oracle  of  the  lnuiTulmans,  God  has  tied  up  his 
hand  ;  he  cannot  do  it ;  thefe  are  but  empty  fpeculations, 
impracticable  proje&s,  fantaflic  chimeras.  The  mighty 
train  of  his  arclibilhops,  bifliops,  pariflr  priefts,  with  je- 
fuits,  monks,  and  friars,  though  never  fo  willing  to  obey 
his  orders  in  fuch  a  cafe,  yet  cannot  ftir  a  foot  without 
the  leave  of  their  refpeCtive  fovereigns ;  for  they  are  dif- 
perfed  through  divers  kingdoms,  dates,  and  principalities, 
where  they  are  fubjedl  to  the  laws  and  government  in 
force  ;  fo  that  unlefs  he  could  unite  the  hearts  of  all  the 
Chriftian  princes  one  with  another,  and  with  his  own,  to 
undertake  fo  grand  an  expedition,  it  is  impoflible  ever  to 
effeCt  his  will.  Each  nation  has  an  intereft  of  its  own  to 
purfue,  which  makes  them  deaf  to  fuch  propofals  as  may 
embarrafs,  if  not  ruin  them.  No  Peter  of  the  Defart, 
rambling  up  and  down  from  court  to  court,  with  his  re¬ 
ligious  harangue,  will  ever  again  prevail  to  raife  another 
crufade  ;  that  zeal  is  out  of  falhion  now  in  Chrillendom  ; 
kings  in  thefe  later  ages  have  not  half  the  attach  and  ve¬ 
neration  for  the  pope  they  had  in  former  times.  When 
Pope  Boniface  VIII.  claimed  a  temporal  jurifdi&ion  in 
France,  Philip  the  Fair,  being  then  king,  fent  him  this 
fnort  anfwer  :  “  Fet  thy  great  fottifhnefs  know,  that  in 
temporals  we  are  fubject  to  none  but  God  alone.”  And 
a  French  ambaffador  at  Rome,  fpeaking  fomething  bold¬ 
ly  to  the  pope,  the  prelate  reproached  him,  “  That  his 
father  was  burnt  for  a  heretic  whereupon  the  ambafia- 
dor  gave  him  fuch  a  box  on  the  ear,  that  he  fell  down  as 
dead.  But  it  was  a  tart  meflage  indeed,-  which  the  ea- 
ftern  bifhops  fent  to  Pope  John  III.  who  claimed  an  uni- 
verfal  authority  over  all  the  churches  in  the  world.  For, 
faid  they,  “  We  firmly  believe  thy  abfolute  authority  o- 
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ver  thy  own  fubje&s,  but  we  who  are  not  fubjedt  to  thee, 
cannot  bear  thy  pride,  nor  are  we  able  to  fatiate  thy  a- 
varice.  The  devil  be  with  thee,  and  God  with  us.” 

In  a  word,  all  Denmark,  Swedeland,  Norway,  Hol¬ 
land,  England,  Scotland,  Geneva,  Ireland,  half  the  em¬ 
pire,  and  half  Swifferland,  are  fallen  off  from  their  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  pope  within  thefe  two  hundred  years  ;  and 
thofe  kingdoms  and  Hates  which  yet  continue  under  the 
yoke,  are  ready  to  (hake  it  off  at  every  turn,  when  they 
are  never  fo  little  galled  and  vexed.  France,  Spain,  and 
Venice  often  huff  the  pope  into  compliance  with  their 
demands ;  nor  dares  he  to  refill,  but  winks  and  puts  up 
all,  like  an  old  decreped  father,  for  whom  his  fons  are 
grown  too  ftrong. 

Holy  fucceffor  of  the  prophet  and  meffenger  of  God  ! 
thou  art  the  infallible  interpreter  of  the  law,  and  judge 
of  equity,  yet  doff  not  arrogate  a  power  above  thy  com- 
miflion.  The  Grand  Signior  honours  thy  wifdom  and 
fanftity,  and  thou  obeyeft  with  humble  fubmifiion  the  im¬ 
perial  edi&s.  He  is  thy  lord,  and  thou  his  guide  and  tu¬ 
tor  in  the  way  to  paradife.  May  God  increafe  thy  illu¬ 
minations  with  thy  years,  and  infpire  me  and  all  the  true 
faithful  with  fmcere  loyalty  to  our  fovereign,  and  devout 
obedience  to  thee,  without  the  lead;  alloy  of  treachery  or 
fuperftition. 

Paris,  ad  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1667. 


XVI. — To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna. 

Now  thou  feed  I  am  a  truer  prophet  than  thy  new 
Meffias,  that  impoftor  Sabbati  Sevi  j  and  yet,  though  1 
am  fo  in  effeft,  I  do  not  afpire  at  the  title  ;  I  claim  no 
character  above  that  of  a  mortal,  who  has  not  quite  for 
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feited  his  fenfe  and  reafon.  However,  if  thou  wilt  yet 
retain  fome  veneration  for  his  perfon,  fhow  it  by  imitating 
his  example,  and  embrace  the  muffulman  faith  as  he  has 
done  ;  at  leaft  he  outwardly  profeffes  it,  and  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  do  fo  firft  in  prefence  of  the  fultan.  I  know  not 
whether  thou  haft  heard  of  this  or  no  ;  thy  brethren,  per¬ 
haps,  may  be  unwilling  to  difperfe  the  news  of  a  conver- 
fion  bringing  fo  much  infamy  to  all  your  race.  It  is  pof- 
fible  they  are  afnamed  to  own  or  pubiilh  to  the  world  the 
tidings  of  their  own  egregious  folly,  in  giving  up  their 
faith  to  fuch  a  cheat  as  this;  a  cheat,  as  one  would  think, 
grown  ftale  and  foetid  enough,  to  make  a  man  that  had 
the  imalleft  grain  of  fenfe  recoil,  confide;  ing  how  oft 
your  fathers  have  been  bubbled  before  by  fuch  upftart 
Meffiaffes,  fuch  fpurious  prophets  as  this. 

I  commend  the  wit  of  Sabbati  Sevi,  in  that  he  would 
not  ftand  the  brunt  of  the  Grand  Signior’s  archers,  or  by 
a  vain  prefumption  hope  for  miracles  from  Heaven  to 
fkreen  his  naked  body  from  a  fhower  of  fatal  fhafts  : 
Had  he  been  fo  raflr,  I  Ihould  efteem  him  the  greateli 
miracle  of  ftupidity  that  ever  was  extant  on  the  earth. 
If  thou  haft  not  been  yet  informed  of  thefe  paftages, 
fame  will  quickly  bring  them  to  thy  ears,  and  then  my 
letter  will  not  feem  oblcure.  In  the  mean  time,  affure 
thyfelf  he  denied  his  apoftlelhip  to  lave  his  life,  and  this 
before  the  Grand  Sigr.ior,  with  the  chief  grandees  of  the 
court,  where,  at  the  fame  time,  he  confeffed  one  God, 
and  Mahomet  his  meflenger.  If  thou  art  his  difciple, 
therefore,  thou  oughteft  to  be  ftedfaft,  ai  d  tread  in  his 
fteps,  giving  glory  to  the  Eternal  One,  who  has  fent  pro¬ 
phets  into  all  nations  to  lead  men  in  the  right  way,  as  he 
fent  Mofes  to  the  houle  of  Ifrael. 

Nathan,  fuffer  no  narrow  principles,  no  partial  preju¬ 
dices  to  (hut  up  thy  foul  from  the  bright  fplendours  of  im- 
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mortal  truth  which  fhine  on  every  man.  The  light  of 
Heaven  is  not  confined  to  one  particular  lineage  ;  it  is  co¬ 
pious,  large,  and  infinite,  fpreading  abroad  its  univerfal 
rays,  enlightening  all  the  families  and  nations  on  earth. 

It  is  true,  I  grant,  the  Omnipotent  firft  fent  Mofes 
with  the  written  law  to  the  poilerity  of  Ifaac  ;  had  they 
obeyed  the  facred  inftitution,  it  is  pofiible  your  race  had 
now  been  bleffed  above  the  reft  of  men  ;  perhaps  your  fa¬ 
thers  would  have  ftretched  their  conquefts  far  and  wide  to 
the  utmoft  limb3  of  the  land,  from  India  to  the  weftern 
fnores  of  Afric,  and  from  the  remote  borders  of  the 
fouth  to  Nova  Zembla  in  the  ar£lic  circle  ;  then  devout 
princes  would  have  travelled  from  the  four  angles  of  the 
world,  and  made  long  pilgrimages  to  Jerufalem,  there 
to  perform  their  vows,  and  offer  facrifices  to  the  King 
of  Heaven. 

But  alas !  your  anceftors  turned  infidels  and  idolaters 
even  at  the  very  foot  of  Mount  Sinai,  whilft  the  tremen¬ 
dous  echoes  of  the  thunders  yet  were  in  their  ears ;  they 
made  themfelves  a  calf  of  gold,  and  adored  the  idol  of 
their  own  workmanfhip  ;  fo  did  their  children  worfhip  A- 
donis,  Venus,  Diana,  and  almoft  all  the  rabble  of  the 
Gentile  gods  and  goddefles  ;  for  which  reafon  the  wrath 
of  Heaven  was  kindled  again  ft  that  generation  ;  God 
roufed  the  mighty  monarchs  of  the  Eaft  to  take  up  arms, 
and  punilh  fuch  a  wicked  race  of  men.  How  often  was 
fair  Jerufalem  lacked,  and  all  the  Jews  deftroyed  or  car¬ 
ried  away  captives  by  Perfians,  Medes,  Affyrians,  or  the 
kings  of  Babylon  ?  Plow  many  prophets  were  fent  :o 
tell  them  of  their  errors,  and  reclaim  them  ?  But  the  ob¬ 
durate  fons  of  Jacob  flopped  their  ears,  being  refolutelv 
bent  on  wickednefs,  the  meafure  of  which  being  once 
complete,  fate  figned  the  edifl  of  your  utter  ruin  ;  For 
then  came  Jefus,  the  Son  of  Mary,  the  true  Meffias,  who 
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foretold  the  irrevocable  cataftrophe  of  Jerufalem,  which 
came  to  pafs  accordingly  in  that  very  age^  when  the  vic¬ 
torious  Roman  army  laid  it  all  in  allies,  not  fo  much  as 
fparing  the  glorious  temple  of  Solomon  ;  ever  fince  which 
the  Jews  have  been  difperfed  abroad  through  all  the 
'  earth  ;  each  nation,  city,  or  province  where  ye  live,  ac¬ 
count  ye  execrable  fugitives  and  vagabonds. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  fame  of  Jefus  fpread  abroad  ; 
his  heavenly  dodlrine,  perfeft  life,  and  mighty  miracles, 
fubdued  the  hearts  of  men  ;  Chriftianity  took  root  in  the 
world  ;  it  grew  and  branched  itfelf  throughout  the  con¬ 
tinent  ;  the  Roman  and  Grecian  empires  tamely  fat  down 
under  the  church’s  (hade,  within  three  hundred  years,  and 
quickly  after  other  nations  fled  unto  the  facred  fhelter  ; 
but,  in  procefs  of  time,  this  religion  alfo,  like  to  yours, 
degenerated  into  error,  fuperftition,  and  idolatry,  and  then 
God  railed  up  Mahomet,  our  holy  lawgiver  ;  He  fent 
him  down  the  book  of  glory  by  the  hand  of  Gabriel,  and 
commanded  him  to  teach  it  to  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  firft, 
and  then  to  all  men  that  were  willing  to  embrace  the  un¬ 
defiled  faith  ;  but  to  chaftife  with  fire  and  fword  the  infi¬ 
dels  who  fnould  oppofe  his  million,  and  refill  the  truth. 

How  foon  the  muffulman  law  took  place,  and  gained 
ground  in  Arabia,  Perfia,  Syria,  and  the  adjacent  regions 
of  the  Eall !  Nothing  was  able  to  Hand  before  the  war¬ 
like  troops  of  true  believers.  How  bold  and  matchlefs 
were  the  actions  of  the  valiant  Hali !  how  wife  the  coun- 
fels  of  fage  Omar  and  Abu  Becre  !  how  eloquent  and 
forcible  the  words  of  the  challe  and  generous  Ofman  ! 
The  prophet  was  happy  in  the  company  of  all  the  holy 
caliphs ;  they  fought  and  conquered  all  before  them. 

Whenever  the  heavenly  banner  was  difplayed,  trem¬ 
bling  and  horror  feized  the  infidels  ;  Ihowers  of  fuccefsful 
arrows  ftraight  were  fent,  againll  which  the  uncircumcif- 
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ed  could  not  Hand  ;  much  lefs  could  they  fullain  the  near 
approach  and  dreadful  fhock  of  our  invincible  cavalry  ; 
their  faint  battalions  quickly  fhrunk,  and  polled  from  the 
field  ;  whilft  ours,  unmindful  of  the  fpoil,  purfued  the 
chace,  and  llrevved  the  ground  with  flaughtered  carcafes 
of  dying  mifcreants ;  conqueft  attended  the  true  faithful, 
whenever  they  drew  their  fwords.  Thus,  for  above  thefe 
thoufand  years,  has  our  religion  made  its  fortunate  ad¬ 
vances  on  the  earth  ;  and  if  another  law  Ihould  be  reveal¬ 
ed,  and  feme  new  prophet  rife  to  check  the  farther 
growth  of  muflulman  faith,  and  undermine  the  empire  of 
the  faithful,  we  ought  not  to  refleft  on  Mahomet  for  this, 
as  though  he  were  an  impious  feducer,  any  more  than  we 
do  on  Mofes  for  your  calamities,  or  on  Jefus  the  Son  of 
Mary,  for  the  declining  Hate  of  Chriltendom. 

It  is  not  impoflible  but  that  the  Omnipotent  may  have 
hidden  referves  of  precepts  yet  to  be  divulged  ;  he  has 
had  his  various  methods  and  difpenfations  in  all  ages  and 
parts  of  the  world  ;  neither  is  it  fit  for  mortal  man  to  li¬ 
mit  the  Eternal  One,  or  fet  him  rules  ;  his  methods  are 

• 

to  us  incomprehenfible  ;  he  fent  Mofes,  a  man  bred  up  in 
all  the  fciences  and  wifdom  of  the  Egyptians ;  to  Jefus 
he  committed  his  hidden  power  and  knowledge,  and 
the  apoftles  fpake  all  languages  ;  but  Mahomet  could  nei¬ 
ther  write  nor  read,  and  yet  thou  feeft  his  law  has  pro- 
felyted  many  mighty  kingdoms,  Hates,  and  empires. 
Who  knows  but  that  in  future  times  he  will  convert  the  ■ 
apoftate  world  by  fome  dumb  perfon,  who  can  neither 
hear  nor  fpeak  ?  or  by  fome  blind  man,  who  could  never 
fee  ?  Or  it  is  not  impoflible  but  that  he  may  employ  fome 
maid  of  admirable  beauty,  gifts,  and  learning,  in  the  my- 
fterious  work  :  So  were  the  Sibyls  of  old  infpired  with 
facred  wifdom  and  foreknowledge  of  things  to  come ; 
filled  with  inward  blafts  of.  fome  immortal  wind,  the 
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pregnant  virgins  foon  conceived  deep  myfteries  of  fate, 
which  they  wrote  down  on  leaves  of  trees  ;  for  they  were 
eremites,  and  twelve  in  number,  as  ancient  records  fay ; 
one  of  them  lived  at  Cuma  in  Italy,  where  her  cave  is 
fhown  to  travellers  at  this  day.  They  foretold  what 
ihould  happen  in  after  times,  particularly  the  birth  of  Je- 
fus  the  Son  of  Mary  ;  but  they  never  faid  a  word  of  Sab- 
bati  Sevi,  or  of  any  other  Meflias  to  come  after  the  find. 
Thefe  holy  maids  were  had  in  great  veneration  by  the 
Gentiles,  who  gathered  up  the  fcattered  leaves  whereon 
they  wrote  their  prophecies,  and  tranfcribed  them  care¬ 
fully  on  paper,  that  fo  the  facred  memoirs  might  be  de¬ 
livered  fafe  down  to  poilerity. 

By  what  I  have  faid,  Nathan,  thou  mayeft  perceive 
that  I  aim  at  nothing  elfe  but  to  wean  thee  from  the  fu- 
perflitious  fond  conceit  of  your  nation,  and  to  make  thee 
fenfible,  that  though  God  once  favoured  the  Jews  with 
oracles  of  light  and  reafon,  yet  they  have  for  many  ages 
forfeited  this  privilege  ;  fince  which,  he  gave  the  gofpel 
to  Jefus  the  Son  of  Mary,  the  alcoran  to  Mahomet,  and 
at  all  times  has  fent  meffengers  and  prophets  to  every  na¬ 
tion  and  people  on  earth. 

There  are  no  partial  biaffes  in  the  divinity  which  made 
the  worlds  ;  he  is  an  inexhaullible  abyfs  of  love,  of  light^ 
and  life,  where  every  creature  drinks  its  fill  of  natural 
happinefs,  according  to  the  different  ranks,  capacities, 
and  defires  of  things  j  he  veils  the  fun  with  an  immortal 
robe  of  light,  the  train  of  which  is  borne  up  by  the  moon 
and  flars. 

When  Phoebus  is  upon  the  wdng  by  day,  his  garment 
covers  all  the  fky  ;  the  golden  fringes  of  it  dangle  to  the 
globe,  and  trail  along  in  the  miry  foil,  yet  never  gather 
the  leaft  fpeck  of  dirt ;  they  are  dipped  and  plunged  in 
rivers,  lakes,  and  feas,  without  being  wet,  and  yet  they 
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drink  up  all  the  ocean  by  fuccefilve  draughts  ;  this  lower 
world  rejoices  in  the  glittering  (Iiow  ;  the  elements,  with 
ever}'  being  compounded  of  them,  bade  in  the  welcome 
rays  ;  fo  do  the  planets  above,  who  take  a  Angular  plea- 
lure  to  fold  forne  part  of  the  illullrious  drefs  about  them  ; 
they  wrap  themfelves  half  up  in  borrowed  light,  and  then, 
like  weftern  Franks,  they  foot  it  to  and  fro  in  their  be¬ 
loved  walks  above,  giving  the  necelfary  falutes  and  con¬ 
ges  to  each  other  en  pajfant,  and  to  the  fedentary  figns 
and  fixed  liars,  to  fee  if  any  of  them  mind  their  courtly 
garb  and  mien  ;  for  they  are  the  fun’s  domellic  pages, 
the  favourites  of  his  feraglio  ;  at  other  feafons  they  Hand 
iliil,  perhaps  to  gaze  upon  themfelves,  in  contemplation 
of  the  majeftic  figure  they  make. 

So  have  I  feen  a  proud  conceited  Spanifh  trumpeter, 
after  he  had  blown  a  levet  pretty  well,  lay  down  the  fil- 
ver  inllrument  with  a  difdainful  gravity  ;  his  cheeks  all 
fwoln  with  inclofed  air,  and  foul  puffed  up  with  arro¬ 
gance,  he  ft  ruts  and  curls  his  black  muftachs ;  then  with, 
big  looks,  furveys  himfelf  fi'om  head  to  foot,  calling  an 
eye  of  fcorn  upon  the  filent  tube,  conicious  that  he  alone, 
can  make  it  found  fo  well. 

Thou  wilt  fay  I  wander  in  my  difeourfe  as  much  as 
thofe  heavenly  bodies  I  am  fpeaking  of;  it  is  true,  Na¬ 
than,  our  thoughts  are  free,  and  not  confined  to  rules  and 
forms ;  we  eafily  flip  from  one  imagination  to  another. 
And  fince  I  have  made  this  planetary  digreffion,  fuffer 
me  now,  like  them,  to  run  retrograde,  and  come  to  the 
point  from  which  I  roved. 

Doubtlefs,  each  individual  being  is  filled  with  its  ef- 
fential  blifs  ;  the  fire  has  its  fpecific  happinefs  ;  fo  has  the 
air,  the  water,  and  the  earth,  with  all  the  living  genera¬ 
tions  on  it ;  and  when  the  Moll  High  diftributed  the 
fons  of  human  race  through  all  the  various  climates, 
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zones,  and  provinces,  he  furnifhed  every  region  of  the 
globe  with  gifts  and  produdls,  riches  and  delights,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  inhabitants,  with  this  provillo,  that  they  fhould 
live  in  innocence,  juftice,  and  according  to  reafon  ;  from 
which  eternal  law,  if  any  people  fvverved,  they  fhould 
forfeit  their  privileges,  and  be  fubdued,  if  not  extirpated, 
by  fome  more  virtuous  nation. 

From  hence  fprung  all  the  revolutions  of  mighty'  king¬ 
doms  and  empires,  one  fucceffively  fupplanting  another 
to  this  day  ;  and  the  fins  of  your  nation  being  greater,  it 
feems,  than  thofe  of  any  other,  God  has  difperfed  you 
over  all  the  earth,  without  fuffering  you  to  inherit  or  pof- 
fefs  a  foot  cf  ground.  - 

If  ever  therefore  fate  defigns  to  reftore  the  jews  again 
to  the  holy  land,  wherein  their  fathers  lived,  never  expedt 
it,  till  your  erroneous  minds  and  vicious  manners  are  re¬ 
formed  ;  for  Paiehiue  was  never  feated  fo  delicioufly  for 
bloody  zealots,  hypocrites,  and  cruel  ufurers  to  enjoy'. 

Paris,  2d  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  i 667. 


XVII. —  To  Dghrt  Oglov. 

Daria  is  a  quean,  a  jilt,  and  I  am  once  more  cured  of 
my  dotage  :  There  is  no  truth  in  woman’s  beauty,  faith, 
or  wit ;  they  are  deceitful  as  the  fruit  of  afphaltites  ; 
they  are  perfect  riddles  and  paradoxes,  and  have  more 
unlucky  tricks  than  crofs  grained  elves  or  fairies.  When 
a  man,  overheated  by  his  amorous  paffion,  thinks  to  em¬ 
brace  a  goddefs,  he  meets  with  Ixion’s  fate,  and  only 
hugs  a  gaudy  cloud  or  meteor. 

I  will  not  make  thee  fick  with  a  particular  rehearfal  of 
vny  fecond  folly,  in  being  fo  fond  of  one  who  had  be¬ 
trayed  me  formerly ;  I  will  not  repeat  the  vain  addreffes. 
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I  made,  the  kind  obliging  things  I  fpoke,  nor-  her  de¬ 
ceitful  anfwers  ;  I  will  not  tell  thee  how  fhe  drilled  me  on 
into  her  fnares,  and  led  me  captive  in  an  amorous  circle  ; 
content  thyfelf  to  know,  that  I  have  been  twice  her  cul¬ 
ly,  and  if  ever  I  am  the  third  time,  it  will  be  my  own 
fault,  as  the  Italian  fays.  No,  my  Dgnet,  I  have  done 
with  that  falfe  fex  ;  henceforth  for  ever  I  abjure  all  a- 
morous  regards  of  woman  ;  I  will  fhun  them  as  I  would 
a  peftikmw  ;  I  will  either  fhut  my  eyes,  or  turn  them 
another  way  at  lead,  whenever  I  meet  a  female  ;  I  will 
not  think  of  them  but  with  difdain  and  hatred  ;  finally,  I 
am  off  from  them  to  all  intents  and  purpofes. 

However,  as  the  Arabian  proverb  fays,  “  That  wind 
blows  from  an  unlucky  point  of  the  compafs,  which  wafts 
no  good  to  fomebody fo  from  Daria’s  falfe  and  feigned 
fmiles  I  reap  fome  benefit;  I  have  learned  a  fecrct  which 
has  rid  my  fpirit  of  a  tnoufand  cares,  difquiets,  and  a 
gonies. 

In  the  year  1664  of  the  Chriftians  hegira,  I  lent  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  noble  Ketker  Haffan  Baffa,  our  countryman, 
wherein  I  informed  him  of  an  alTaffination  made,  upon  me 
in  the  dark,  as  I  was  going  to  my  lodgings,  and  how  I 
killed  the  ruffian  that  attempted  on  my  life  ;  - 1  told  that 
generous  grandee  all  my  jealouiies  and  conje£fures  on  that 
fubjedl;  how  I  fufpedled  fome  of  my  enemies  at  the  Porte 
to  have  a  hand  in  the  defign,  or  elfe  that  my  Sicilian 
mailer  was  concerned  in  it;  I  knew  not  well  what  to  con¬ 
clude  ;  but  now  I  am  fatisfied  it  was  Daria’s  hufband, 
who,  relenting  deeply  my  former  amour  with  her,  which 
fire  difcovered  to  him  at  large,  could  never  be  at  reft  till 
he  faw  Paris,  where  he  defigned  to  be  the  executioner  of 
his  own  revenge,  and  lay  in  wait  accordingly  for  my  late 
returning  home  ;  for  he  was  not  ignorant  of  my  lodging. 
His  wife  knew  nothing  of  his  defign,  he  having  pretend- 
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ed  other  bufinefs  at  the  city  ;  and  it  was  from  accidental 
words  in  her  difcourfe  that  I  colledled  this  great  fecret  ; 
for  when  I  allied  her  of  her  hulband’s  health,' lhe  told  me 
he  was  killed  at  fuch  a  time  by  night,  in  an  alley  of  Pa¬ 
ris,  by  whom  lhe  never  yet  could  learn  :  But  I  ftraight 
blulhed  with  confcioufnefs  and  took  the  hint  ;  I  dropped 
fome  necefiary  carelefs  queries  by  degrees,  and  all  her  an- 
fwers  Hill  confirmed  me  as  to  time  and  place,  with  other 
circumftances,  that  he  muilbe  the  man  I  murdered  in  my 
own  defence  fo  long  ago. 

I  kept  this  fecret  locked  up  in  my  breaft,  nor  could  my 
doating  fondnefs  melt  me  into  fuch  a  foft  and  eafy  tem¬ 
per,  as  to  betray  myfelf  to  her  ;  but  I  took  inward  plea- 
fure  at  the  thoughts  of  my  deliverance  from  that  hidden 
violent  death,  and  from  my  after  cares  and  fears  by  this 
difcovery.  Henceforward  I  will  fufpedl  no  muflulman, 
though  my  enemy,  nor  lhall  I  be  fo  fearful  of  my  Sici¬ 
lian  mailer;  no  panic  terrors  lhall  confine  me  to  my  cham¬ 
ber,  and  make  me  fpend  my  days  in  fretting  and  confirm¬ 
ing  melancholy  ;  I  will  not  be  furprifed  when  ftrangers 
knock  at  the  gate,  or  when  I  hear  the  blultering  voices 
of  the  parilh  officers  below,  or  the  colledlers  of  the  king’s 
revenues  ;  yet  thefe  before  were  dreadful  as  the  fultan’s 
attefeheriff,  or  fatal  warrant,  when  he  demands  a  balfa’s 
head  ;  fo  forcible  is  jealoufy  and  fufpended  thoughtful- 
nefs,  fo  black  the  influence  even  of  mifgrounded  appre- 
henfion  and  miftaken  guilt. 

My  Dgnet,  this  mortal  life  is  a  dark  labyrinth  of  crofs 
events  ;  bewildered  man  gropes  up  and  down  ;  he  often 
trips  and  Humbles  at  contingencies  ;  he  llrays  about  in 
thorny  rugged  paths,  not  knowing  where  he  is,  or  which 
way  to  turn  himfelf ;  fometimes  an  ignis  fatuus,  with  its 
deceitful  light,  mifguides  him  in  miry  places,  fens,  and 
bogs,  where  he  is  in  danger  of  being  fwaUowed  up,  or 
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leads  him  to  the  blink  of  an  high  precipice,  where  if  he 
advance  but  one  ftep  more,  he  is  gone  beyond  recovery; 
he  falls  and  dallies  himfelf  to  pieces  on  under  growing 
rocks. 

Reafon  is  the  only  clue  that  can  condudf  us  fafe  through 
all  the  windings  of  the  perilous  maze.  Heaven  grant 
that  thou  and  I  may  never  let  go  our  hold  of  this  fo  ne- 
celfary  faculty,  until  it  has  conducted  us  to  paradife. 

Paris,  15th  ol  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1667. 


XV  111. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

X-j  ast  year  I  gave  thee  an  account  of  the  birth  of  a  young 
princefs  of  France;  now  I  (hall  inform  thee,  that  (he was 
baptifed  on  the  21ft  oi  this  moon.  Baptifm  with  the  Na- 
zarenes  is  equivalent  to  our  circumcifion’;  nay,  it  is  fome- 
thing  more  divine,  if  we  may  believe  them  ;  they  call  it 
the  facrament  of  initiation,  the  firil  myftery  of  Chriltian 
faith  ;  but  when  it  is  applied  to  children  of  royal  extrac¬ 
tion,  the  fans  or  daughters  of  kings,  it  looks  more  like  a 
ceremony  of  ftate  than  a  myftery  of  religion.  However, 
be  it  what  it  will,  it  is  performed  with  abundance  of  pomp 
and  magnificence  ;  and  at  this  ceremony  it  is  that  every 
Chriftian  receives  his  name,  which  is  given  by  the  godfa¬ 
thers  and  godmothers,  that  is,  perfons  who  ftand  fureties 
for  the  child’s  education  in  the  Chriftian  religion.  This 
princefs  was  named  Maria  Therefa  by  the  Duchefs  Dow¬ 
ager  of  Orleans,  and  by  the  Duke  of  Enguien. 

On  the  fame  day  the  Cardinal  Duke  of  Vendofme  had 
audience  of  the  king  and  queen,  in  quality  of  legate  de  la¬ 
tere  from  the  pope.  It  feems  the  King  of  France  had 
defired  the  pope  to  ftand  godfather  to  the  dauphin,  which 
the  good  prelate  accepting,  fent  this  cardinal  as  his  de- 
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puty  and  rcprefentative  to  perform  the  charge.  He  is  to 
give  the  dauphin  his  name.  In  the  mean  while,  he  hands 
much  upon  punctilios,  requires  vaft  refpedfs  and  fubmif- 
fions  from  the  French  bifhops,  and  carries  himfelf  with 
as  much  Hate  as  if  he  were  a  god  or  an  angel,  looking  as 
big  as  if  he  were  the  emperor  of  the  univerfe  ;  and  well 
he  may,  fince  during  his  legation  he  has  as  much  power 
as  the  pope  himfelf,  that  fovereign  prelate  havifig  invefted 
him  with  all  his  own  paternal  full  authority,  which  he 
would  make  the  world  believe  is  greater  than  that  of 
earthly  kings  and  emperors  :  And  yet  he  ftyles  himfelf 
the  fervant  of  the  fervants  of  God  ;  a  hne  piece  of  eccle- 
fiafkic  hypocrify  !  The  ways  of  thefe  infidels  are  double ; 
their  practice  runs  counter  to  their  profeflion;  they  would 
fain  appear  as  faints,  when  in  effedt  they  are  little  better 
than  devils. 

There  has  been  a  great  alteration  lately  made  in  Por¬ 
tugal,  the'eftates  of  that  nation  having  compelled  their 
king  to  renounce  his  government,  and  confer  it  on  Don 
Pedro(his  brother.  The  Spaniard  laughs  at  this  private¬ 
ly,  hoping  from  their  inteftine  animofities  to  draw  occa- 
fions  of  advancing  his  own  intereft,  and  of  recovering  that 
crown  again. 

Accomplilhed  minifter,  there  is  nothing  new  under  the 
moon,  but  a  perpetual  circle  of  the  fame  events.  What 
we  admire  in  this  age  as  a  novelty,  has  been  aefed  over 
and  over  in  former  times.  Peace  follows  war,  and  war 
treads  clofe  upon  the  heels  of  peace.  Faith,  perfidy,  fe- 
dition,  obedience,  virtue,  aud  vice,  are  the  reciprocal  off- 
fpring  of  each  other.  There  is  nothing  fixed  or  {table, 
but  the  world  turns  round  upon  eternal  viciffitudes. 

Paris,  30th  of  the  ill  Moon,  of  the  Year  1668. 
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XIX.-—  To  Abdel  Melec  Muli  Omar,  Prefident  of 
the  College  of  Sciences  at  Fez. 

I  received  thy  invaluable  difpatch,  containing  marvel¬ 
lous  things,  revelations  of  a  fublime  rank,  myfleries  here¬ 
tofore  undifcovered  ;  yet  I  was  not  much  furprifed,  hav¬ 
ing  all  along  prefaged  fome  vaft  improvement  of  learning 
from  thy  accomplifhed  fpirit,  O  thou  terreftrial  liar  of  the 
firft  magnitude,  chief  in  the  conftellations  of  the  fouth. 

Glory  be  to  God,  who  from  infinite  darknefs  ftarted 
the  eternal  bright  ideas  of  the  univerfe,  and  on  the  womb 
of  everlafting  filence  begat  the  Word  by  which  he  formed 
all  things.  Doubtlefs  there  is  no  blemith  in  his  works, 
no  botches,  knobs,  or  difproportionable  unevenneffes  ; 
the  world  is  a  perfect  beauty. 

Were  Ptolemy  alive,  thy  fyflem  of  the  heavens  would 
put  him  to  the  blufh  ;  and  Tycho  Brache  would  fneak 
out  of  his  planetary  frame,  by  fome  wild  and  more  than 
eccentric  motion,  aihamed  that  he  had  been  fuch  a  botcher 
in  aflronomy  ;  Copernicus  himfelf  would  fink  under  the 
burden  of  the  moon,  which  the  overloaded  earth  would 
in  revenge  let  fail  upon  him,  for  his  unnatural  cruelty  to 
his  aged  mother,  in  burdening  her  fo  long  ;  and  all  the 
world  would  celebrate  thy  praife,  who  haft  thus  happily 
refeued  heaven  and  earth  from  their  embarrafTments. 

Thy  thoughts  are  high  and  elevated  to  the  heaven  of 
heavens,  yet  thy  humility  ftoops  to  the  centre  of  the 
earth  ;  but  all  mankind  would  be  obliged  to  thee  afrelh, 
if  thou  wouldft  vouchfafe  to  take  the  middle  path,  and 
furvey,  with  thy  accuftomed  accuracy,  the  furface  of  this 
globe,  whereon  we  mortals  tread  :  Geography  being  al¬ 
ready  fenfible  of  her  elder  lifter’s  happinefs  in  thy  correc¬ 
tion  and  amendments  of  the  former  aftionomic  fchemes, 
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languiihes  alfo  for  thy  fupervifal  of  her  own  defetls  and 
blemifhes. 

Thofe  that  have  meafured  the  earth  cannot  agree  in 
ftating  her  circumference  ;  and  there  were  few  in  former 
times  who  did  believe  the  antipodes.  The  muffulmans  of 
India  do  affert  that  the  earth  is  fupported  by  eight  migh¬ 
ty  elephants,  and  thofe  of  Turkey  fay  it  refts  upon  the 
horns  of  a  great  bull  :  If  either  of  thele  opinions  were  to 
be  taken  in  the  literal  fenfe,  it  would  put  the  dulleft  phi- 
lofopher  to  fublannation,  or  at  leaft  a  fit  of  laughter ; 
but  doubtlefs  they  are  allegories,  under  which  are  veiled 
fome  true  and  natural  fecrets. 

However,  let  the  globe  reft  where  it  will,  on  bulls,  or 
bears,  or  elephants,  or  camels7,  dromedaries,  horfes,  or  the 
back  of  Atlas,  as  the  gentiles  did  affirm,  I  would  fain 
inow,  methinks,  how  large  a  fpace  of  land  we  have  to 
tread  upon,  and  what  proportion  is  allotted  to  the  fea. 

It  is  true  we  have  a  common  notion  of  four  quarters  of 
dry  land,  Afia, Africa,  Europe,  and  America.  Yet  this  is 
quarrelled  at  by  thofe  of  later  times,  who  add  a  fifth,  which 
they  call  Magellanica,  or  the  Southern  Unknown  Earth. 
From  immemorial  times  our  fathers  were  acquainted  with 
tire  three  firft  divifions  or  precindls  of  the  globe;  but  the 
two  laft  were  but  of  late  difcovered,  fince  the  improvement 
®f  navigation,  and  the  invention  of  the  compafs. 

There  is  a  vulgar  tradition  every  wh^e  in  vogue,  that 
after  Noah’s  flood  Afia  fell  to  the  ftiare  of  Shem  and  his 
pofterity,  Afric  to  Cham,  and  Europe  to  Japhet  :  Whe¬ 
ther  this  be  true  or  no  cannot  be  proved,  but  is  wholly 
owing  to  conjedlure  ;  however,  this  is  certain,  that  if  it 
were  fo,  there  have  been  mighty  changes  in  the  inheii- 
tances  of  Noah’s  offspring,  and  alterations  of  their  feveral 
limits  ;  infomuch  as  now  they  feem  to  be  in  part  blended 
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and  mixed  together,  or  at  leaft  fhuffled  from  one  to  ano¬ 
ther. 

Tliofe  who  lived  in  the  middle  acres  made  but  two  di* 

O 

vifions  of  the  globe,  viz.  Aha  and  Europe;  and  in  this 
they  alfo  difteied  ;  for  fome  made  Afric  only  a  province 
or  part  of  the  former,  perfuading  themfelves  that  they  were 
anciently  joined  together,  though  afterwards  feparated  by 
a  violent  irruption  of  the  Atlantic  fea  by  the  ftraits  of 
Gibraltar,  which  before  was  a  narrow  ifthmus  or  neck  of 
land ;  but  from  the  time  that  bank  was  wafhed  away.,  the 
Mediterranean  fea  derived  its  origin.  Others  made  Afric 
a  part  of  Afia,  they  not  being  abfolutely  parted  by  any 
fea,  though  fome  Egyptian  kings  and  Roman  emperors 
attempted  to  make  a  canal  between  the  Mediterranean 
and  Red  Sea. 

A  third  for  t  divided  the  known  part  of  the  world  into 
Afia,  Europe,  Afric  and  Egypt ;  whilft  a  fourth  placed 
Egypt  to  the  account  of  Afia,  making  the  river  Nile  the 
boundary  between  it  and  Afric  ;  but  this  was  incommo¬ 
dious,  in  regard  it  left  that  part  of  Egypt  on  the  weft  of 
the  Nile  to  Afiic.  Such  was  the  confulion  of  the  ancient 
Greek  and  Roman  geographers. 

As  for  America',  it  takes  its  name  from  Americus  Vef- 
putius  a  Florentine,  who  made  the  fecond  voyage  to  difco- 
ver  it ;  for  it  was  firft  defcried  by  Chriftopher  Columbus 
a  Genoefe,  in  the  year  of  the  Chriftians  hegira  1442,  by 
the  order  and  at  the  charge  of  Ferdinand,  king  of  Arra- 
gon  and  Cafcile.  This  part  of  the  world  is  divided  into 
two  mighty  empires  ;  the  northern,  or  that  of  Mexico, 
and  the  fouthern,  or  that  of  Peru. 

Magellanica,  or  the  fouthern  unknown  land,  derives  its 
name  from  Ferdinand  Magellan,  t lie  firft  that  ever  difeo- 
ve  ed  it,  in  tin  year  1520,  when  he  failed  quite  round  the 
globe.  About  tive-and  forty  years  afterwards,  Francis 
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Drake,  an  Englilhman,  touched  upon  the  fame  coafts ; 
and  twelve  years  after  him,  Thomas  Candifh,  one  of  his 
countrymen  ;  likewife  Oliver  Van  Noord,  a  Hollander, 
undertook  the  fame  voyage ;  but  none  made  fuch  advan¬ 
ces  in  this  new  difcovery,  as  a  certain  Spaniard  called  Fer¬ 
dinand  de  Quier. 

God  knows  what  ftrange  and  unexpected  novelties  this 
country  might  afford,  if  men  were  once  acquainted  with 
it.  This  may  be  the  fandtuarv  of  the  ten  tribes  of  If- 
raelites  which  were  led  away  captives  by  Salmanalfer  king 
of  Affyria  ;  or  perhaps  the  inhabitants  of  this  country 
are  of  another  race  than  that  of  Noah  and  Adam.  We 
may  from  them,  it  is  poffible,  derive  new  lights  as  to  the 
pre-exiftence  of  human  fouls.  Who  knows  but  they  have 
records  more  exadi  and  ancient  than  the  Indians  and  Chi- 
nefe  ?  Be  it  how  it  will,  I  am  clear  for  new  difeoveries. 
There  is  a  certain  fpecific  boldnefs  in  my  fpirit,  which 
prompts  me  to  invade  the  pretended  modefty  of  nature  ; 
I  long  to  furl  the  veil  which  hides  fo  many  fecrets,  and 
with  a  philofophic  confidence,  were  I  in  power,  I  would 
rumple  up  the  envious  coverings  of  fuch  defirable  wonders. 

Oh  that  fome  godlike  monarch  in  this  age  would  in 
royal  bounty  equip  a  navy,  and  man  them  with  the  moft 
expert  and  refolute  mariners  on  earth,  with  veffels  to  tranf- 
port  an  army  of  land  foldiers,  with  tenders  to  carry  meat, 
drink,  apparel,  and  other  neceffaries  for  fo  vaft  an  expe¬ 
dition  !  Surely  the  event  would  anfwer  expedition,  the 
gains  would  far  tianfeend  the  coft,  the  honour  infinitely 
furpafs  the  peril;  and  all  our  known  familiar  world  would 
be  obliged  by  fuch  a  fortunate  undertaking. 

Sage  Omar,  it  depends  on  thee  to  bring  this  thing  to 
pafs  ;  flart  but  the  propofal  to  fome  mighty  fovereign, 
thy  recommendation  will  be  of  force  I  thou  wilt  be  more 
than  a  Columbus,  Magellan,  or  Pizarro  :  in  fine,  thou 
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wilt  wind  up  the  fearches  of  this  inquifitive  age,  and  put 
a  Hop  to  future  fcrutinies. 

I  only  hint  the  thing ;  do  thou  purfue  it,  and  all  gene¬ 
rations  fhall  celebrate  thy  fame.  God  infpire  thee  with 
freftr  ardours. 

Paris,  7th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1668. 


XX. — To  Osman  Adrooneth,  AJlrologer  to  the  Sultan  at 
Adrianople. 

Old  Ptolemy  was  much  out  of  his  bias  ;  his  wild  irre¬ 
gular  fancy,  drunk  with  the  lees  of  Ariftotle’s  dark  opi¬ 
nion  and  conceit,  humbled  and  fell  afleep  upon  the  thought 
of  the  earth’s  being  centre  to  the  univerfe,  and  then  the 
reft  of  the  world  feemed  to  run  round  his  giddy  head  ; 
he  often  ftrove  to  lift  his  heavy  noddle  up,  to  fee  whether 
it  were  fo  or  not  ;  but  the  beiotting  load  of  prepoffeffion 
weighed  him  down  again  ;  he  {lumbered,  dreamed*  and 
fnored  aloud,  ftretched  out  at  large  upon  the  fair  chimera. 

The  ftudious  candidates  of  truth  and  fcience,  by  his 
example,  fell  to  the  fame  riot  in  phiiofophy,  and  conti¬ 
nued  the  debauch  for  many  ages;  till,  too  much  furfeited 
and  cloyed  with  fuch  a  fulfome  entertainment,  bold  Ty¬ 
cho  Brache  rubs  up  his  eyes,  and  wakes  the  company  with 
a  new  fyftem  of  the  mighty  frame.  Then  all  began  to 
Hart  and  roufe,  as  at  fome  prodigy  ;  Ids  heavenly  gim- 
cracks  pleafed  the  palate  of  the  age  ;  his  epicycles,  ec¬ 
centrics,  perigees,  and  apogees,  with  all  the  reft  of  his 
gay  whim -whams,  were  received  with  general  applaufe, 
till  the  more  excellent  Copernicus  appeared  with  fome- 
thing  newer  ftill;  and  then  the  blundering  Dane,  abafhed, 
flipped  ofF  the  ftage,  without  fo  much  as  taking  his  leave. 

The  aftronomers  foon  fell  in  love,  and  paid  implicit  a- 
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doration  to  the  idol  which  Copernicus  fet  up  ;  and  it  was 
but  reafon,  fince  they  had  never  feen  a  fairer  or  a  jufter 
fcheme  of  the  world  before. 

Yet  every  age  improves  itfelf  in  knowledge  on  the 
ruins  of  the  former ;  and  thus,  what  Ptolemy  never 
found  out,  nor  Tycho  Braclie  or  Copernicus  could  mend 
or  match,  if  now  they  were  alive,  is  very  lately  difeovered 
by  the  incomparable  Abdel  Melee  Muli  Omar,  prefident 
of  the  College  of  Sciences  at  Fez. 

The  happy  Mufa  Abu’l  Yatuftari,  profeflbr  of  philofo- 
phy  there,  firft  llarted  the  propofal  of  a  mathematicaJ 
experiment ;  and  laying  heads  together,  the  primate  of 
Morefco  doctors,  father  of  the  African  alfaquis  living, 
found  a  true  demonftration  in  it. 

I  have  lately  received  a  difpatch  from  that  renowned 
prelate,  with  an  inclofed  model  of  this  planetary  ma¬ 
chine  ;  a  copy  of  which  I  fend  thee,  drawn  by  my  own 
hand  :  It  reprefents  the  original  to  a  point.  Examine  it 
well,'  and  thou  wilt  find  it  is  much  more  regular  and  ex- 
a£t  than  any  of  thofe  antiquated  fchemes,  and  anfwers  all 
the  queltions  of  aftronomy  without  the  leal!  apparent 
blunder :  Befides,  it  has  a  perfect  fymmetry  and  propor¬ 
tion  in  ever)r  part  ;  it  makes  the  world  appear  a  complete 
beauty ;  whereas  the  frame  which  Tycho  Bfache  made 
was  all  deformed  with  wild  unevenneffes;  nor  was  the 
fyftem  of  Copernicus  without  a  manifeft  botch,  in  making 
the  fmall  orb  of  the  moon  alone  to  interfere  with  that  of 
the  earth,  whilft  all  the  other  planets  circulate  in  their 
own  entire  and  folitary  fpheres,  without  an  interloper  to 
difturb  them. 

Befides,  he  makes  the  earth  an  atlas  to  the  moon, 
whilft  this  poor  weary  globe  is  forced,  in  his  opinion,  to 
drudge  yearly  round  the  zodiac  with  tne  vaft  burden  of 
Diana  on  its  fhoulders. 
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If  it  be  fo,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  earth  fo  often 
faints  and  trembles  under  the  mighty  load  ;  henceforth 
we  need  not  lay  the  blame  of  earthquakes  to  Enceladus, 
as  if  the  drowfy  fnoring  giant,  turning  his  monftrous' 
bulky  corpfe  from  one  fide  te  the  other,  were  the  foie 
caufe  of  thefe  cqnvulfions,  when  mortals  reel  and  dagger 
as  they  walk  upon  the  furface,  when  trees  and  mountains 
rock  as  in  a  cradle,  and  whole  cities  are  fometimes  fwal- 
lowed  up. ' 

No  ;  let  poor  Enceladus  deep  on,  and  take  what  reft 
he  can  in  his  infernal  prifon.  There  was  no  danger  of 
his  ever  ftirring  again  after  he  had  been  once  thoroughly 
foueed  in  Lethe’s  all-benumbing  ftreams.  Copernicus  is 
only  in  the  fault  ;  whenever  we  feel  thefe  fatal  heavings 
of  the  globe  ;  it  was  too  unmerciful  a  talk  he  impofed  tip- 
on  it,  efpecially  in  its  old  age. 

It  would  have  grumbled  in  its  early  days,  and  fturdy 
youth,  had  it  been  thus  feverely  ufed  by  Orpheus,  Ho¬ 
mer,  Hermes  Trifmegiftus,  or  any  other  of  the  primitive 
fages  ;  but  now  to  be  thus  roughly  handled  by  an  upftart 
infidel  in  its  declining  years,  when  three  parts  of  its  mar¬ 
row  is  decayed,  and  its  once  potent  nerves  and  finews  are 
•fhrunk,  its  liver  wafted,  and  every  vital  winding  away,  al~ 
moft  broke  its  heart. 

Therefore  thefe  African  fages,  in  duty  to  their  aged 
mother  the  earth,  have  found  a  way  to  free  her  from  the 
burden  of  the  moon  in  her  decrepid  ftate,  and  yet  to 
make  the  fun  the  centre  of  the  world  ;  adjufting,  at  the 
fame  time,  with  accurate  laws,  and  an  unblemifhed  or¬ 
der,  the  motions,  ftations,  and  various  poitures  of  the  pla¬ 
nets. 

This  happy  revelation  in  aftronomy  is  not  to  be  di¬ 
vulged  in  public  writings,  left  fome  inquifitive  curious  tra¬ 
veller,  ambitious  Nazarene,  or  envious  Jew,  fhould  chance 
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to  light  upon  the  facred  fcheme,  and  boaft  himfelf  the 
inventor  of  it. 

Let  it  be  only  communicated  to  learned  faithful  muf- 
fulmans  of  the  fir  ft  rank  ;  for  fuch  celeftial  myfteries 
ought  not  to  be  proftituted  to  the  vulgar.  Tell  not  the 
little  Jafmir  Sgire  Rugiel  of  it ;  for  if  thou  doft,  all  the 
Frank  merchants  at  Aleppo  foon  fhall  be  made  privy  to 
the  matchlefs  fecret.  Be  it  a  perpetual  arcanum  in  the 
breads  of  fublime  men,  exalted  fouls,  friends  of  God,  and 
little  lefs  than  prophets  ;  and  be  it  fo,  till  all  the  fages  of 
the  Eaft  and  South  are  firft  made  fenfible  of  it,  and  able 
t®  defend  it  againft  the  vain  attempts  of  the  uncircum- 
cifed  nations  ;  then  let  it  be  promulgated  in  Alla’s  name 
throughout  the  globe,  to  the  eternal  honour  of  God, 
and  glory  of  his  prophet,  who  could  neither  write 
nor  read,  yet  has  difciples  to  whom  alone  the  pureft  re¬ 
formation  of  the  univerfe  is  owing. 

Do  but  furvey  with  an  indifferent  look  the  laft  and 
lovelieft  portraiture  of  the  world  that  ever  was  made  by 
man  ;  fix  thine  admiring  eyes  on  the  magnific  feat  and 
palace  of  the  fun  ;  conf’der,  at  the  fame  time,  the  true 
and  equal  forms,  dimenfions,  diftances,  and  mutual  inter- 
fcCtions  of  the  ambient  orbs,  without  the  fmalleft  blur  or 
blot  in  all  the  eternal  frame  ;  then  tell  me  thy  opinion, 
whether  thou  canft  not  calculate  nativities,  eredf  all  man¬ 
ner  of  fchemes,  make  almanacks,  tell  credulous  men  their 
future  fortunes,  appoint  the  eclipfes  of  the  fun  and 
moon,  fet  Venus  and  Mercury  together  by  the  ears,  or 
ftir  up  furious  Mars  to  make  a  hurly-burly  in  the  heavens 
and  elements  ;  or,  if  thou  canft  not  wheedle  the  four 
curmudgeon  Saturn  into  a  foft  obliging  humour,  or  fret 
the  noble  Jupiter  to  madnefs,  by  a  damned  conjundlion 
with  his  mortal  enemy ;  and  a  thoufand  more  aftrological 
enterprifes  ;  tell  me,  I  fay,  whether  thou  canft  not  per- 
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form  all  this  and  more,  as  well  by  the  inclofed  effigies  of 
the  world,  as  by  the  old  thread  bare,  weather-beaten, 
worm-eaten  Italian  clockwork  of  Ptolemy,  or  the  later 
inventions  of  Tycho  Brache  and  Copernicus. 

It  will  now  no  longer  be  a  fecret  how  thofe  birds  dif- 
pofe  themfelves,  which  at  a  certain  time  of  the  year  are 
feen  to  gather  in  mighty  troops,  and  fly  direCtiy  upward 
out  of  human  fight,  not  one  of  the  whole  fpecies  being 
left  behind,  or  found  on  any  part  of  the  earth,  until 
the  moon  has  rolled  full  fix  times  round  the  zodiac  ;  when 
they  return  again  in  equal  companies  into  this  globe,  each 
fpecies  to  its  native  region  ;  for  the  intelligent  fowls  ex- 
aClly  know  the  hour  in  which  the  earth  does  in  its  yearly 
circulation  interfeCl  the  neighbouring  orb  of  the  moon, 
and  then  they  fnatch  the  opportunity  to  quit  the  at¬ 
tractive  atmofphere,  and  take  the  air  of  that  adjacent 
planet. 

I  have  a  great  deal  more  to  fay  on  this  fubjeCl,  which 
I  will  referve  for  another  letter.  In  the  mean  time, 
thou  venerable  ftar-gazer,  adieu,  and  remember  to  be 
private. 

Paris,  7th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  year  1668. 


XXI. —  To  the  Venerable  Mufti,  Principal  Support  of 
Learning  and  true  Science. 

The  orders  of  thy  fanCtity  came  like  a  meflage  from 
heaven,  furprifing  me  at  once  with  equal  pleafure  and 
aftoniihment.  Every  line  increafed  my  rapture.  And 
now  I  thought  I  had  no  more  to  wilh  for  in  the  world, 
fince  the  great  patriarch  of  the  faithful  has  condefcended 
to  embrace  the  advice  of  fo  mean  a  Have  as  Mahmut.  It 
has  been  my  paffionate  defire  to  fee  knowledge  flourifh  in 
Vol.  VII.  D 


74 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY  Vol.  VII. 


the  renowned  Ottoman  empire^  that  the  infidels  may  no 
longer  reproach  us  with  ignorance  and  barbarifm.  This 
was  the  reafon  that  I  fo  often  importuned  thy  predecefibr 
to  encourage  the  tranllation  of  hiftories  into  the  Turkifh 
language.  Now  thou  art  pleafed  to  begin  this  glorious 
work,  and  to  honour  me,  by  requiring  my  inftruftions  in 
the  management  of  it ;  nay,  thou  haft  commanded  me  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  fo  illuftrious  an  enterprife,  in  pre- 
fenting  thee  a  pattern  or  model  of  this  great  work,  con¬ 
taining  an  hiftorical  epitome  of  the  four  great  monarchies, 
with  a  brief  feries  of  the  moft  remarkable  and  famous 
tranflations,  changes,  and  other  events  in  the  world, 
with  reference  to  the  nation  and  age  wherein  they  hap¬ 
pened. 

As  to  the  advice  thou  demandeft  of  me,  I  think  it 
would  be  for  the  honour  and  benefit  of  the  muffulmans, 
that  a  complete  hiftory  of  the  world  Ihould  be  collected 
out  of  the  moft  ancient  and  fincere  writers,  and  digefted 
into  annals,  from  the  very  beginning  of  time,  down  to  the 
reign  of  our  prefent  emperor,  the  auguft  fovereign  of  the 
whole  earth  ;  that  fo  whatfoever  has  been  done  on  earth 
worthy  of  memory  may  be  ranked  in  its  proper  time  and 
place,  and  we  may  not  grope  any  longer  in  the  dark 
when  we  would  know  in  what  year  or  age  any  famous 
warrior  or  monarch  lived  or  died,  or  when  any  renowned 
city  was  built,  befieged,  taken,  and  deftroyed,  and  by 
whom  all  thefe  things  were  done  ;  with  many  other  ufe- 
ful  memoirs,  in  which  the  Ottomans  are  now  wanting. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  Work,  it  will  be  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  the  chronicles  of  the  Indians, 
Perfians,  and  Egyptians,  and  to  the  writings  of  Orpheus, 
Homer,  Thales,  Zeno,  and  others  of  Greece,  Phoenicia, 
and  Thrace  ;  for,  though  the  Nazarencs  of  the  Weft  de- 
fpife  the  authority  of  thefe  authors,  and  calumniate  all 
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for  fables  and  romances  which  was  delivered  before  the 
fird  olympiad,  yet  the  more  impartial  inhabitants  of  the 
Ead,  whether  Chrillians  or  Muflulmans,  reject  nothing 
which  has  the  undoubted  ftamp  of  antiquity,  but  rather 
feek  to  unriddle  the  myfterious  exprefllons  of  the  poets 
and  philofophers,  who  drove  indudrioufly  to  cover  all 
their  knowledge  and  traditions  under  dark  enigmas,  fi¬ 
gures,  and  parables,  that  fo  the  divine  fecrets  of  antiquity 
might  not  be  profaned  by  the  rude  and  unpoliihed  vul¬ 
gar. 

It  was  ever  the  maxim  of  fome  ancient  fages  and  poli¬ 
ticians  thus  to  keep  the  people  in  ignorance  of  pad 
times,  the  better  to  allure  their  dominion  and  authority 
over  them  ;  they  only  revealed  what  was  obvious  to  every 
man’s  fenfe,  the  manifelt  and  vifible  influences  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  bodies  of  the  fun,  moon,  and  liars,  the  natures  of 
plants  and  animals,  with  whatfoever  elfe  was  liable  to  any 
man’s  eye  and  apprehenfion  ;  but  as  to  the  more  abllrufe 
and  lefs  confpicuous  works  of  nature,  they  were  like  the 
fecrets  of  Hate  kept  under  a  veil. 

Yet  there  wanted  not  men  of  wifdom  in  other  parts 
of  the  world  who  drove  to  unfold  all  things,  and  render 
mankind  familiar  with  whatfoever  fell  under  human  intel¬ 
lect.  Among  thefe,  the  Indians  and  Chinefe  deferve  the 
firit  place,  who  were  never  covetous  of  the  gifts  of  na¬ 
ture,  but  fought  to  improve  all,  thofe  of  their  nations  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  efpecially  in 
the  fydem  of  ancient  hidory.  Thefe  people  Ihut  up 
themfelves  from  the  red  of  the  world  for  many  ages, 
fearing  lead  commerce  might  corrupt  the  fimplicity  of 
their  primitive  laws  and  inditutions.  Only  Alexander  the 
Great,  and  before  him  Semiramis  Queen  of  the  AfTyrians, 
had  ever,  accefs  to  the  Indies  in  old  time  ;  and  China 
was  never  open  till  of  late,  when  their  too  potent  neigh- 
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hours  the  Tartars  broke  through  their  famous  wall,  and 
fubdued  the  whole  empire  ;  and  their  bufinefs  was  not 
with  books  but  with  men. 

For  thefe  reafons  we  may  not  wonder  that  the  Indian 
bramins  and  the  bonzis  of  China  deliver  an  account  of 
the  origin  of  the  world,  and  the  next  fucceeding  ages, 
fo  far  beyond  the  epochas  of  all  other  hiftorians,  efpeci- 
ally  thefe  in  the  Weft. 

For  events  of  later  date,  the  compilers  of  this  work 
may  make  ufe  of  fuch  hiftorians  as  have  written  the  an¬ 
nals  of  feveral  nations  fince  the  firft  olympiad. 

If  thou  knoweft  not  what  an  olympiad  means,  it  is  the 
form  of  computation  ufed  in  the  ancient  Grecian  hegira, 
every  olympiad  containing  four  years  ;  and  the  firft  of 
thefe  olympiads  began  in  the  year  of  the  world  3228  ;  at 
which  time  C'norebus  of  Elis  fignalifed  himfelf,  by  win¬ 
ning  the  firft  race  that  ever  was  run  at  the  Olympic 
games.  Thefe  games  were  celebrated  every  olympiad, 
and  all  the  youth  of  Greece  flocked  to  them,  to  try  their 
/kill  in  running,  wreftling,  and  other  manly  exercifes. 

About  this  time  hiftorians  began  to  write  partially, 
and  the  truth  could  hardly  be  difcerned  from  the  fabulous 
ewors  with  which  it  was  adulterated  ;  yet  this  rather  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  a  national  emulation,  than  from  a  defign  to 
corrupt  the  ancient  belief.  However,  thou  mayeft  give 
credit  to  Thucydides,  who  in  the  86th  olympiad  began 
to  write  his  hiftory  of  the  war  in  Peloponnefus  between 
the  Lacedemonians  and  thofe  of  Athens,  which  war  con¬ 
tinued  one-and-twenty  years,  as  that  author  teftifies,  who 
wrote  the  annals  of  it  from  the  beginning  to  the  end ; 
and,  among  other  remarkable  paffages,  which  he  is  very 
exa&  in  recounting,  he  mentions  a  famous  eclipfe  of  the 
fun  that  happened  in  the  firft  year  of  that  war,  and  was 
fo  great  that  the  liars  appeared  at  noon-day  in  the  Iky. 
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Plutarch  alfo  fpeaks  of  this  eclipfe,  telling  us,  that  Peri¬ 
cles,  prince  of  the  Athenians,  being  at  fea  when  the  fun 
was  thus  darkened,  and  perceiving  the  matter  of  the  vef- 
fel  in  a  great  fright,  as  at  forne  prodigy,  he  threw  his 
cloak  over  the  man’s  face,  and  aiked  him,  “  If  he  was 
afraid  of  that,  or  looked  upon  it  as  a  bad  omen  i  and 
when  the  matter  anfwered,  “  No,”  Pericles  replied, 
“  What  difference  is  there  between  this  eclipfe  of  the  fun 
and  that,  fince  both  are  caufed  by  the  interpofition  of  a 
veil  between  the  fun  and  thine  eyes ;  only  that  veil  is 
larger  than  my  cloak,  it  being  the  moon  which  covers 
that  glorious  lamp  from  our  fight.” 

Much  about  the  fame  time  lived  Herodotus  and  Hel- 
lanicus,  two  famous  hiftorians,  men  of  integrity  and  cre¬ 
dit,  and  Hippocrates  tire  renowned  phyfician  of  Athens. 
Thefe  are  worthy  to  be  tranflated  into  the  T urkifh  lan¬ 
guage,  as  are  alfo  Xenophon  and  Polybius,  who  wrote  af¬ 
ter  them.  They  all,  except  the  latt,  lived  in  the  time  of 
the  Perfian  monarchy,  and  therefore  are  mott  likely  to 
deliver  down  a  true  account  of  the  memorable  events  that 
happened  during  that  formidable  empire. 

As  for  the  Macedonian  monarchy,  the  mott  eminent 
writers  were  Curtius,  Arriamis,  and  Diodorus  Siculus  } 
but  this  latt  is  frequently  mittaken  in  his  chronology,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  corrected  by  the  others.  Plutarch 
alfo  mutt  be  confulted,  and  Jofephus  the  Jew,  with  Stra¬ 
bo,  Appian,  Livy,  Juftin,  and  Paufanias  ;  for  they  either 
ferve  to  illuftrate  one  another,  where  they  treat  of  the 
fame  matters,  or  elfe  the  one  carries  on  the  thread  of 
hiftory  where  the  other  left  off ;  and  therefore  thou  need- 
eft  not  wonder  that  I  name  fo  many  authors,  fince  they 
are  worthy  of  credit,  and  sbfolutely  neceffary  to  the 
completing  an  entire  hiftory  of  the  world  ;  whereas  there 
are  a  rabble  of  other  writers  who  are  fcarce  worth  the 
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naming,  much  lefs  their  authority  to  be  trailed  to,  in 
compiling  an  universal  hiilory,  which  is  to  give  a  new 
luilre  to  the  Ottoman  empire,  and  raife  its  credit  in  the 
learned  world. 

As  for  the  Roman  empire,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  make 
ufe  of  Jofephus,  Tacitus,  Suetonius,  Philo,  Xiphilinus, 
Zonaras,  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  Velleius  Paterculus, 
Seneca,  Florus,  Livy,  and  Suidas. 

Thefe  will  be  fufficient  materials  with  which  the  tranf- 
lators,  fcribes,  and  compilers  may  accompliih  the  illuftri- 
ous  undertaking ;  the  encouragement  whereof  I  again 
earneilly  recommend  to  thy  liberality  and  munificence. 

What  concerns  the  injundlion  thou  haft  laid  on  me  to 
draw  a  pattern  or  model  of  this  great  work,  in  prefenting 
thee  with  a  brief  abftradl  of  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  four 
monarchies,  with  fuch  memorable  events  as  will  be  pro¬ 
per  to  diredl  the  undertakers  in  the  method  of  digefting 
this  univerfal  hiftory,  I  will  referve  it  for  another  letter, 
not  having  thofe  bocks  by  me  which  are  rcauifite  to  af- 
fift  me  in  this  affair. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  pray  Heaven  profper  this  noble  en- 
terprife,and  grant  that  thou  mayeft  live  the  fpace  of  many 
olympiads,  to  fee  the  effedt  of  thy  bounty,  when  this  uni¬ 
verfal  hiftory  being  fir.ifhed,  fhall  inftrudl  the  muffulmans, 
and  defeat  the  calumnies  of  the  uncircumcifed. 

Paris,  2d  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1 662. 


BOOK  H. 

LETTER  I. — To  Mehemet,  an  exiled  Eunuch  at  At- 

cair  in  Egypt. 

Th  y  fuffctings  pierce  my  heart ;  I  owe  thee  pity  on  the 
fcore  of  human  nature,  and  more  compaftion  as  thou  art 
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a  muffulman ;  but  where  is  the  tongue  or  pen  that  can 
defcribe  the  fympathy  of  friends  ?  Canll  thou  in  a  de- 
fponding  manner  caft  thyfelf  upon  thy  bed,  there  to  ex¬ 
hale,  in  melancholy  fighs,  that  pungent  forrow,  which  can 
find  no  other  vent,  unlefs  thofe  vapours  of  the  fpleen  con- 
denfe  to  fhowers  of  tears  ?  Canft  thou  do  this,  and  I  re¬ 
main  infenfible  all  the  while  ?  No  ;  I  am  a  perfect  echo 
to  thy  faddeft  groans';  and  when  thou  weepeft,  my  heart 
is  not  a  ftone  that  fpatters  back  again  the  drops  that  fall 
bn  it,  but  it  is  like  clay  that  foftens  with  the  gentle  fo- 
lemn  diflillation.  Believe  that  I  fweat  blood  when  thou 
dilfolveft  in  tears  ;  I  am  not  capable  of  moderation  to¬ 
ward  my  friend  ;  my  love,  my  joy,  my  grief  and  anger, 
are  all  excefiive,  when  fuch  an  one  as  thou  oceafioneft 
them.  It  is  equal  pleafure  to  live  or  die  in  this  magnetic 
point ;  for  fouls  of  friends  are  perfect  unifons.  Then,  if 
thou  hah  a  fpark  of  love  for  Mahmut,  do  not  kill  me  with 
thy  fad  complaints  ;  for  whilh  I  hear  that  thou  art  thus 
abandoned  to  misfortune  and  defpair,  how  can  I  live  with¬ 
out  perpetual  deaths,  more  terrible  than  what  we  all  muh 
undergo  by  the  courfe  of  nature  ?  Doll  thou  delight  to 
make  a  conftant  martyr  of  me  ? 

Thou  art  bred  a  courtier,  and  fo  was  I  ;  our  infant 
blood  was  feafoned  with  the  Grand  Sipnior’s  bread  and 

O 

fait  ;  we  equally  imbibed  the  manners,  habits,  cuhoms, 
maxims,  and  the  pride  of  the  feragiio,  with  the  pilaw, 
the  milk,  forbets,  and  other  nourilhment  of  our  early 
years  ;  fince  which  we  have  feen  the  various  revolutions 
of  mighty  kingdoms,  dates,  aud  empires ;  we  have  beheld 
the  invincible  Emperor  of  China  fail  a  vidlim  to  the  per¬ 
fidy  of  his  (laves,  and  to  the  more  propitious  fortune  of 
the  Tartars ;  after  another  manner  was  the  glory  of  the 
Britilh  monarchy  eclipfed  ;  but  no  foreign  (lory  can 
match  the  barbarous  maflacres  of  our  majeftic  fultans, 
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Muftapha,  Ofipan,  and  Ibrahim,  all  within  our  me¬ 
mory. 

Oh  Mehemet  !  we  have  lived  too  long  after  thefe 
fpoils  of  royal  blood.  How  can  we  repine  at  our  own 
private  Ioffes  and  afflictions,  whilft  we  do  but  fip  the  flat 
infipid  relics  of  thofe  tragical  fprightly  potions,  brewed 
for  all  the  palates  of  the  greateft  princes  !  Henceforth 
let  us  live  as  ii  we  were  among  the  dead  ;  let  us  hear 
and  fee,  feel,  taile,  and  fmell  thefe  outward  objects  e:i 
paffant,  without  being  fenfible  what  we  do  or  fuffer  ;  let 
us  anticipate,  by  a  wife  prevention,  the  laft  ftroke  of 
death,  by  dying  every  moment. 

Go  to  the  pyramids,  my  Mehemet,  or  would  to  God 
I  could  go  thither  for  thee,  there  to  contemplate  the 
fate  of  human  glory,  the  mock  grandeur  of  this  world  ; 
conflder  all  the  race  of  the  Egyptian  "kings  who  built 
thefe  coffly  and  magnificent  ftruclures,  or  their  fathers 
for  them,  who  filled  the  hollow  piles  with  filver,  gold, 
and  precious  ftones,  whilft,  with  then  magic  laws,  they 
lifted  legions  of  fpirits,  dwelling  in  the  air,  fire,  earth,  and 
water,  obliging  them  to  guard  the  wealthy  fepulchres  ; 
and  tell  me  then  what  thou  canft  find  in  thofe  fuperannu- 
ated  vaults  ?  nothing  but  ftench  and  darknefs.  Old  Time 
has  filched  away  the  flighter  glories  of  the  place,  and  his 
younger  brother  Avarice  has  plundered  all  the  reft,  which 
was  the  more  fubftantial  part ;  he  could  have  done  no 
lefsrin  common  good  manners  than  take  the  leavings  of 
the  heir,  the  elder  of  the  two.  The  great  Al-maimun 
thought  to  have  the  gleanings  of  their  harveft,  but  he 
found  the  gain  would  'never  exceed  the  coft. 

But  what  is  become  of  all  the  founders  of  thefe  afto- 
niihing  fabrics  ?  Look  in  the  tomb  of  Cheops,  who  is 
fuppofed  to  build  the  greateft  of  the  pyramids,  and  thou 
wilt  find  not  the  leaft  relic  of  his  aihes,  or  if  thou  fhould- 
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eft,  it  will  be  impoflible  to  diftinguiib  them  from  the 
common  duft  of  other  mortals,  though  his  meaneft. 
Haves  ;  fo  mutable  is  human  glory,  fo  inconftant  all  the 
fmiles  of  fortune. 

Do  but  reflect  on  all  the  glorious  conquefts  of  Alexan¬ 
der  the  Great,  and  on  the  triumphant  entry  he  made  19. 
Babylon,  when  the  chariot  which  carried  him  was  an 
epitome  of  all  the  riches  which  the  Indies  could  afford, 
and  yet  that  chariot  ought  to  be  efteemed  but  one  degree 
before  his  hearfe,  which  in  a  very  few  days,  with  an  ob- 
fcurity  beneath  the  merits  of  fo  great  a  vidtor,  conveyed 
him  to  his  grave. 

Confider  Cacfar,  who  after  four-and-twenty  battles, 
wherein  he  always  got  the  day,  was  drawn  in  a  triumph¬ 
ant  chariot  to  the  Capitol  by  forty  elephants,  yet  now 
his  name  is  hardly  thought  of. 

So  Epaminondas  thought  to  outvie  the  world  in  his 
magnificent  infults,  yet  all  this  glorious  pageantry  ended 
in  duft  and  allies.  Aurelian  led  the  graces  captive  with 
Zenohia,  yet  he  himfelf  at  laft  became  the  prifoner  of 
death.  The  pompous  galley  of  Cleopatra,  when  {he  ce¬ 
lebrated  the  Sicilian  triumph,  ferved  but  to  mend  the 
poop  of  Charon’s  boat,  when  Ihe  was  to  be  ferried  to  E- 
lyfium.  So  the  proud  Sefoftris,  whofe  coach  was  drawn 
by  four  vanquilhed  kings,  at  laft  was  fain  to  owe  his  un¬ 
couth  funeral  to  four  fordid  flaves,  who  ftole  his  naked 
corpfe  away  from  the  defigned  revenge  of  factious  eu¬ 
nuchs,  and  buried  it  in  a  heap  of  camels  dung. 

But  where  is  the  pen  or  pencil  that  will  to  the  life  de- 
fcribe  the  unmatched  cavalcade  of  Pompey,  when  by  a 
profperous  chemiftry  he  had  extracted  all  the  richeft  fpi- 
rits  and  effences  of  eaftern  wealth  to  grace  his  entry  int® 
Rome  ? 

The  front  of  the  proceflion  dazzled  every  eye  with  th«- 
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ftrange  luflre  of  diamonds  and  carbuncles  mixed  in  che¬ 
quer-wife  ;  an  oriental  figure,  or  rather  the  fubftanee  of 
all  Alia  in  epitome  :  Then  followed  the  image  of  the 
crefcent  moon  in  maffy  gold,  with  a  train  of  mountains 
of  the  fame  metal,  whereon  were  woods  of  jet,  vines  whole 
grapes  were  entire  fapphires,  and  animals  all  of  porphyry, 
grazing  on  field's  of  verdant  amethyfts. 

To  fan&ify  this  glorious  ihow,  the  golden  images  of 
Jupiter,  Mars,  and  Pallas  came  next  in  light,  with  thirty 
crowns  of  gold,  borne  up  by  the  chief  captains  of  his  ar¬ 
my,  as  if  fo  many  kingdoms  were  defigned  for  their  re¬ 
wards  ;  and  becaufe  gods  and  goddeffes  fhould  not  want 
a  temple,  five  hundred  flaves  bore  up  a  fane,  built  all  of 
maffy  filver,  walked  with  gold  ;  and  at  the  back  of  this 
appeared  the  ftatue  of  the  conqueror,  on  which  no  eye 
could  fix,  heing  crufted  over  with  hyacinths  and  pearls. 

Behold,  my  Mehemet,  an  exuberance  of  human  glory ; 
yet  wonder  not  to  fee  a  man  come  after  all,  a  mortal  man, 
I  fay,  made  radiant  as  the  fun  with  borrowed  jewels ;  and 
to  complete  this  fading  triumph,  read  thefe  letters,  all 
pure  jafpers,  on  his  chariot- wheels,  “Armenia,  Cappado¬ 
cia,  Paphlagonia,  Media,  Colchis,  Syria,  Cilicia,  Mefo- 
potamia,  Phoenicia,  Palefline,  India,  and  the  Defarts  of 
Arabia.”  All  thefe  were  the  conquefts  of  this  triumphant 
warrior,  and  yet  his  deftiny  infulted  over  him.  Poor 
Pompey!  thou  art  gone,  and  all  thy  mighty  territories  in 
the  Eaft  are  now  poffeffed  by  Sultan  Mahomet,  our  glo¬ 
rious  fovereign. 

And  what  need  thou  and  I  repine,  after  we  have  feen 
all  this  ?  Let  Afdrubal  aftonifh  Carthage  with  the  glory 
of  four  public  triumphs,  yet  that  theatre  of  his  honour 
quickly  proves  the  ftage  whereon  he  was  degraded,  {trip¬ 
ped  ftark  naked,  and  in  triumph  led  away  by  death.  So 
Marius,  after  he  had  been  exalted  to  the  top  of  human 
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felicity  on  earth,  was  feen  all  naked  lying  in  a  {linking 
ditch. 

What  is  become  of  Nero’s  filver  gallery  in  the  Capitol? 
or  the  pendant  gardens  of  Semiramis,  which  coft  no  lefs 
than  twenty  millions  of  gold  ?  Where  is  now  the  glitter¬ 
ing  hall  of  Atabalipa,  King  of  Peru,  whofe  pavement  was 
of  fapphires?  or  the  gardens  of  Cyrus,  fenced  round  with 
pales  of  gold  ?  or  Ctefar’s  fountains  garnifhed  with  dry¬ 
ads  of  the  fame  metal?  Where  is  the  ivory  palace  of  Me- 
nelaus,  or  the  cryftal  louvre  of  Drufus  ?  All  thefe  things 
are  vanifhed  with  their  founders. 

How  wife  and  happy  then  was  Saladine,  the  great  and 
moil  invincible  conqueror  of  Afia,  who  triumphed  over 
himfelf,  and  in  his  victorious  return  caufed  a  fhirt  to  be 
carried  before  him  on  the  point  of  a  fpear,  with  this  pro¬ 
clamation,  “  That  after  all  his  glories,  he  fhould  carry 
nothing  to  the  grave  but  that  poor  fhirt !”  So  Adrian,  af 
Roman  emperor,  to  qualify  the  exceffive  joys  of  his  high 
fortune,  celebrated  his  own  funeral,  and  caufed  his  coffin 
to  be  borne  before  him  when  he  was  to  make  a  public  ca¬ 
valcade  through  Rome  :  This  was  a  facred  triumph,  an 
heroic  infult  over  himfelf  and  death. 

Let  thou  and  I,  my  friend,  imitate  thefe  fage  exam¬ 
ples,  and  ever  have  the  image  of  death  before  our  eyes ; 
then  we  ffiall  never  mourn  for  the  vain  trifles  we  have  loft, 
or  covet  what  we  never  enjoyed  ;  but  being  ever  content 
with  what  our  deftiny  allots  us,  fhall  pafs  our  time  away 
in  a  divine  tranquillity. 

Mehemet,  thou  wilt  find  this  to  be  a  profitable  and 
true  experiment ;  try  it,  and  the  iffue  will  convince  thee 
more  than  a  thoui'and  counf  .. 

Pans,  lath  of  the  5  th  moon,  of  the  year  1668. 
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II  .—To  Mo  HA  m  MED)  the  illujlrious  Eremit  of  Mount 
Uriel  in  Arabia  ihs  Happy. 

1  lodge  in  a  houfe  near  the  wall  of  Paris,  which  gives 
me  a  daily  oppoitunity  of  furveying  out  of  my  window 
the  adjacent  fields;  thefe  extend  themfelves  in  a  plain  for 
the  fpace  of  a  league  or  thereabouts,  and  then  the  eye  is 
arrefted  by  a  long  ridge  of  rifing  ground,  a  row  of  hills 
or  hillocks,  not  meriting  the  lofty  name  of  mountains,  yet 
high  enough  to  put  a  valley  out  of  fhape,  and  make  the 
horizon  crump-backed. 

Thefe  hills  are  covered  thick  with  woods  and  groves, 
among  whofe  verdant  fliady  tops  fome  ftately  palaces  lift 
up  their  glittering  crefts,  and  make  a  fociable  pleafant  fi¬ 
gure  in  thofe  folitudes. 

This  profpedl  reprefents  fo  much  to  the  life  the  valley 
of  Admoim  in  Arabia,  the  place  of  my  nativity,  that  I 
could  as  well  grafp  coals  of  fire  with  naked  hands,  and 
not  be  burnt,  as  call  my  eye  out  of  my  window  on  this 
lovely  landfcape,  and  not  be  inflamed  with  fecret  pafilons 
for  my  native  foil,  the  place  where  I  firfl:  drew  the  vital 
air.  It  is  a  perfeft  magnet  to  my  fpirjt,  wherefoever  I 
am,  attrafting  all  my  wifhes,  inclinations,  and  defires. 
Methinks  the  eaftern  winds  at  certain  hours  waft  to  my 
ravilhed  ears  the  whifpers  of  my  countrymen;  methinks 
fometimes  I  fee  the  faces  of  my  kindred  and  their  rural 
train  ;  I  hear  their  voices,  and  converfe  familiarly  with 
them,  as  though  they  were  prefent  :  Such  is  the  magic 
of  ftrong  defire  and  fympathy  ;  it  fteals  the  foul  away 
from  itfelf,  and  with  fweet  violence  unites  it  to  the  belov¬ 
ed  object,  though  at  never  fo  great  a  diftance.  Thus 
when  my  wandering  thoughts  have  taken  up  their  refi- 
dence  for  a  while  in  that  delicious  vale  where  I  was  born, 
a  far  more  powerful  magnet  draws  them  to  thy  cave,  my- 
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flerious  folitary,  mirror  of  virtues,  exemplary  guide  of  fuch 
as  confecrate  themfelves  to  God. 

Glory  to  him  that  was  before  all  time,  the  Father  of 
eternal  ages;  he  changes  not,  yet  is  the  fource  of  indefa* 
tigable  and  unwearied  revolutions ;  he  is  the  only  inde¬ 
pendent,  true,  and  felf-exiflent  being  ;  the  uncreated  Efr 
fence  from  whom  all  other  beings  derive  their  origin  and 
confervation  ;  he  is  *the  prop  and  bafis  of  the  univerfe  ; 
he  is  but  one,  the  primitive  unity,  and  cannot  be  divided 
into  fractions  ;  yet  every  fpecies  and  individual  being  in 
the  world  participates  a  fhare  of  his  divinity.  Immortal 
praifes  exhale  from  all  creatures,  and  afcend  like  clouds 
of  incenfe  before  the  throne  of  his  adorable  majefty,  or 
like  vapours  which  the  grateful  earth  returns  in  a  hot 
fummer’s  day,  by  way  of  acknowledgment  for  the  bene¬ 
fits  perpetually  flowing  on  her  from  the  fun.  So  all  the 
elements  refpire  theih  thanks  to  him  that  made  them ;  the 
firmament  expands  itfelf,  and  bows  down  to  the  brims  of 
this  low  globe  ;  fun,  moon,  and  liars  do  floop  and  kifs 
the  floor  of  the  earth,  in  token  of  profound  humility  and 
devotion  to  the  immortal  Source  of  Light ;  only  ungrateful 
man  repays  the  bounty  of  the  Omnipotent  with  negledls, 
contempts,  affronts,  and  blafphemies;  I  mean  the  general 
part  of  human  race,  excepting  always  from  this  charge 
the  juft,  the  innocent,  and  pious.  Were  it  not  for  fuch 
as  thefe,  the  divine  patience  would  be  tired  with  the  con¬ 
tinual  profanations  of  vain  mortals. 

Oh  venerable  fylvan !  thou  art  the  only  pacific  victim  of 
this  finful  age;  thy  conflant  felf-denials,  mortifications, 
abflinences,  and  the  whole  fyftem  of  thy  accomplifhed 
fan&ity,  flop  the  wrath  of  Heaven  from  falling  in  large 
cataradls  on  mankind;  when  the  Eternal  Eye  beholds  thy 
virtues,  it  drops  down  tears  of  love  and  mercy  on  the 
earth,  glad  that  a  fon  of  Adam  yet  furvives  not  ftained 
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with  vice.  Thou  art  the  effectual  propitiation  for  the 
finful  world ;  when  ftorms  and  tempefts  of  impetuous 
winds,  when  lightning,  thunder,  hail,  or  rain  difturb  the 
air,  or  earthquakes  menace  more  effectual  tragedies  to  the 
earth,  I  think  of  thee,  the  favourite  of  Heaven,  and  then 
repofe  in  full  fecurity ;  thy  very  idea  is  my  father  from 
all  evils  ;  I  fhroud  myfelf  under  the  fhade  of  thy  inviolat- 
ed  beard,  over  which  the  razor  never  paifed;  I  take  fanc- 
tuary  in  the  umbrella  of  thy  arms,  when  ftretched  in  fer¬ 
vent  orifons;  thy  remembrance  is  my  certain  refuge  in 
calamity. 

I  ani  impregnated  with  facred  emulations  of  thy  vir¬ 
tue;  I  burn  with  fervent  paffionate  defires  to  become  thy 
difciple  ;  I  languilh  to  withdraw  myfelf  from  this  vain 
world,  and  from  the  contagious  fociety  of  mortals.  How 
happy  is  the  life  that  is  led  in  quiet  folitude  !  where  the 
foul  can  feel  herfelf,  and  being  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of 
her  immortal  ftrength,  roufes  and  vigoroufly  lhakes  off 
the  heavy  clogs  of  deep  and  death;  whi'.fi  the  divine  affla¬ 
tus  gently  breathing  on  the  intelledl,  and  fanning  the  op- 
preffed  fparks  of  reafon,  which  lay  fmothering  under  a 
heap  of  errors,  lulls,  affe&ions,  and  unlimited  defires,  kin¬ 
dles  the  mind  into  a  perfedl  flame  of  light,  which  foon 
confumes  the  rubbilh  -of  bodily  pleafures,  diffipates  the 
fmoke  and  mills  of  pampered  flefli  and  blood,  and  then  a 
man  becomes  all  radiant  within,  fliining  with  unclouded 
fplendours. 

We  mortals  feem  to  be  ranked  in  a  middle  Hate,  be¬ 
tween  the  feparate  fpirits  and  beads ;  our  virtues  make 
us  like  the  former,  our  vices  like  the  latter  ;  for  when  a 
man  has  quite  fubdued  his  appetites,  and  reafon  fits  tri¬ 
umphant  in  her  throne,  he  is  like  an  angeh  living  above 
the  race  of  his  mortality ;  he  does  net,  with  the  Stagy- 
rite,  place  virtue  m  a  medium,  or  rank  the  excefs  of  good- 
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nefs  in  the  predicament  of  vice,  but  makes  direft  and 
fwift  advances  to  the  zenith  of  heroic  generofity,  fcorning 
to  halt  or  make  lame  mongrel  capitulations  with  himfelf, 
as  if  he  were  afraid  of  being  too  good. 

I  would  afk  a  peripatetic,  whether  it  be  a  virtue  or  a 
vice  in  him  that,  ftomaching  the  enormous  viilanies  of 
wicked  men,  boils  up  with  an  exceffive  vehement  anger? 
or  whether  a  man  can  err  in  loving  God  too  much,  or  in 
conceiving  too  violent  a  forrow  for  his  paft  offences,  or 
who  can  be  too  thankful  for  the  favours  of  Heaven  ?  No  ; 
the  farther  diftance  virtue  keeps  from  this  cold  earthly 
mediocrity,  the  brighter  is  its  fplendour.  And  fo  on  the 
other  fide,  the  greater  is  the  barbarifm,  brutality,  and  in¬ 
fernal  ftamp  of  vice,  by  how  much  more  remote  it  is  from 
this  indifference.  In  a  word,  virtue  and  vice  are  two  con¬ 
trary  extremes  ;  fo  piety  is  diametrically  oppofite  to  pro- 
fanenefs,  intemperance  to  fobriety,  fortitude  to  coward¬ 
ice,  incontinence  to  chaftity,  avarice  to  bounty,  modefty 
to  impudence,  pride  to  humility,  enmity  to  friendfhip,  See, 

Now  the  mediums  between  thefe  extremes  are,  hypo- 
crify  between  virtue  and  vice,  fuperftition  between  pie¬ 
ty  and  profanenefs,  baflifulnefs  between  modefty  and  im¬ 
pudence,  and  fo  of  the  reft. 

Yet  after  all  it  is  neceffary  to  obferve  a  medium  in 
thofe  things  which  pertain  to  mortal  life,  and  to  the  per¬ 
petuation  of  mankind  ;  fuch  are  meats,  drinks,  natural 
pafilons  of  the  body  and  mind,  proceeding  from  the  alter¬ 
nate  fenfe  of  pleafure  and  pain  ;  fo  when  we  are  prefTed 
with  hunger  and  thirft,  we  ought  not  prefently  to  covet 
the  plentiful  tables  and  fuperfluous  banquets  of  the  great, 
but  rather  fuch  a  diet,  as  being  eafily  prepared,  may  fa- 
tisfy  the  cravings  of  our  nature,  without  naufeating  and 
giving  u3  a  furfeit.  To  this  end,  the  divine  providence 
has  fcattered  up  and  down  the  furface  of  this  globe  an  in- 
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finite  variety  of  roots,  herbs,  fruits,  feeds,  with  ail  forts 
of  corn  and  pulfc  ;  the.  cattle  afford  us  plenty  of  milk, 
the  bees  are  no  niggards  of  their  honey,  the  fountains, 
rivers  and  lakes  abound  with  ever-fpringing  frefh  fup- 
plies  of  fweet  refrelhing  water  ;  we  alfo  have  the  ufe  of 
fait,  oil,  wine,  and  other  exhilarating  beverages;  that  be¬ 
ing  content  with  fo  many  benefits  and  enjoyments,  we 
might  prolong  our  lives  in  this  world  by  fobriety,  as  in  a 
moll  pleafant  garden  or  paradife  of  health. 

But  alas!  inftead  of  gratefully  acknowledging  the 
bounty  of  Heaven,  and  pregnant  fertility  of  the  earth  , 
inftead  of  fitting  mannerly  down  at  the  table,  which  God 
has  fpread  and  covered  for  us  with  fuch  a  train  of  fefti- 
vaWainties,  we  break  the  rules  of  hofpitality,  and  ruffl¬ 
ing  violently  on  the  creatures  under  his  protetiion,  we  kill 
and  flay  at  pleafure,  turning  the  banquet  to  a  cruel  maf- 
facre  ;  being  transformed  into  a  temper  wholly  brutal 
and  voracious,  we  glut  ourfelves  with  flelh  and  blood  of 
flaughtered  animals.  Oh  !  happy  he  tlrat  can  content 
himfelf  with  herbs  and  ocher  genuine  produdls  of  the 
earth,  that  fleeps  as  well  in  a  folitary  cave,  upon  a  bed 
of  mofs  or  leaves,  as  in  a  palace  on  a  couch  of  down  !  he 
never  wants,  becaufe  he  never  defires  what  is  not  in  his 
power  ;  he  is  not  burdened  with  a  crowd  of  fervants  and 
flattering  retainers,  nor  his  repofe  difturbed  with  early 
and  late  addreffes  of  pretended  friends,  officious  fyco- 
phants,  importunate  petitioners,  and  other  fretting  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  world. 

Why  ffiould  I  longer  then  demur  or  hefitate  ?  What 
hinders  me  from  prefently  embracing  a  courfe  of  life  that 
promifes  fo  much  happinefs  ?  a  difcipline  that  will  at 
©nee  free  me  from  a  thoufand  tyrannies  of  imperious  lulls 
and  hoftile  paffioas  ?  I  lhall  then  have  no  need  of  money, 


Book  II. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


89 


or  the  help  of  crofs  grained  fervants;  I  (hall  not  want  a 
multitude  of  goods,  the  needlefs  pageantry  of  fuperfluous 
ornaments,  to  make  a  dazzling  figure,  and  draw  the  eyes 
of  people  to  a  reverend  admiration  ;  I  (hall  be  free  from 
fottifh  drowfinefs  and  turbulent  dreams ;  my  lungs  will  in 
my  fleep  refpire  the  air  with  eafe,  whilft  gentle  {lumbers, 
mixed  with  happy  vifions,  lhall  tranfport  my  foul  to  un¬ 
known  worlds ;  no  fevers,  gouts,  or  dyfenteries  (hall  invade 
my  health,  nor  magifterial  menaces  of  empirics  befpeak 
my  certain  death,  unlefs  I  will  patiently  fubmit  to  all  the 
needlefs  tortures  they  are  contriving  *for  me,  and  tamely 
fwallow  down  their  new-invented  poifons,  and  be  racked 
to  death  in  hopes  of  eafe  and  life  ;  from  all  which  horrid 
circumftances,  a  (lender  innocent  diet,  not  (lained  with 
blood  of  any  animal,  will  fet  me  free. 

Holy  eremit,  the  idea  I  have  of  this  manner  of  life 
makes  a  profound  and  durable  impreflion  on  my  foul  ;  I 
am  ravifhed  with  the  fentiments  of  Plato  and  Pythago¬ 
ras,  and  refolutely  bent  to  undergo  the  difcipline  of  their 
philofophy  ;  I  will  firft  endeavour  to  rid  myfelf  of  vaia 
affeftions,  habits,  and  profane  negotiations  of  the  earth  ; 
I  will  gradually  die  to  all  concupifcence  and  bodily  plea- 
fure,  that  fo  I  may  by  equal  fteps  revive  to  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  celeftial  things  ;  then  being  free  from  every 
fpot  and  (lain  contracted  in  the  days  of  my  fecurity  and 
careleffnefs,  my  thoughts  and;works  will  be  acceptable  to 
God,  who  in  return  will  certainly  infufe  into  my  defecate 
mind  a  fecret  virtue,  the  magic  of  this  vifible  world, 
winch  purifying  my  foul  yet  farther,  will  prepare  it  for 
the  laft  and  higheft  gift  of  the  eternal  bounty  to  our  race 
whilft  in  this  life,  to  wit,  a  power  of  doing  fupernatural 
things,  and  of  foretelling  events  to  come. 

Ho  thou  but  pray  it  may  be  fo,  and  all  the  powers  of 
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hell  can  never  prevail  againft  me  ;  for  thou  halt  the  ear  of 
the  Omnipotent. 

Paris,  3d  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1668. 


III. — To  Hamet,  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 

I  n  this  time  of  wars  with  Nazarenes,  when  the  Ottoman 
fury  is  roufed  and  provoked  by  infidels,  it  will  not  be  a- 
mifs  to  expofe  the  nakednefs  of  Europe  to  the  fupreme 
divan,  which  is  on  earth  the  clofe  committee  of  the  court 
above. 

I  choofe  to  addrefs  my  letter  to  thee,  in  compliance 
with  my  former  orders,  wherein  thou  feemedft  paffion- 
ately  defirous  to  know  the  prefent  ftate  of  Chriflendom. 
God  give  thee  a  perpetual  ferenity,  feribe  of  the  feribes ; 
mayeft  thou  never  be  troubled  with  a  running  eye,  a 
fhaking  hand,  or  the  toothach.  As  for  me,  I  am  a 
perfeft  magazine  of  difeafes,  a  walking  hofpital,  the 
fchool  of  jEfculapius,  where  the  r.ecefTary  god  has  fcope 
to  vent  his  Ikiil  on  all  the  various  kinds  of  maladies  which 
afflift  our  mortal  race  ;  gouts,  fevers,  cramps,  and  hor¬ 
rid  dyfenteries,  are  as  common  with  me  as  my  daily  diet. 

However,  amidil  all  thefe  afflictions  I  ferve  the  Grand 
Signior  and  my  friends  with  a  cordial  alacrity,  never 
grudging  to  facrifice  my  eafe  and  health  to  the  intereft  of 
true  believers.  - 

The  face  of  Europe  is  much  changed  fince  the  decline 
of  the  Roman  empire,  and  the  ufurpations  of  the  popes ; 
that  once  mighty  monarchy  is  now  fhrunk  into  a  very 
narrow  compafs,  being  fhut  up  within  the  confines  of 
Germany,  which  formerly  was  but  a  province  of  the  an, 
cient  empire  :  All  Italy  is  revolted  ;  fo  are  the  Swiffes 


Book  II. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


9* 


and  the  United  States  of  the  Low  Countries  ;  the  Hans- 
Towns,  which  in  times  paft  paid  homage  to  the  emperor, 
have  now  lhaken  off  the  yoke,  and  are  become  independ¬ 
ent  commonwealths;  Tranfylvania  plays  fall  and  loofe 
with  him,  according  as  their  interefl  requires  ;  Livonia 
laughs  at  his  menaces,  as  appears  by  the  anfwer  they 
fent  to  Charles  V.  when  he  demanded  their  fubmifiions, 
and  that  they  would  return  to  their  native  allegiance,  o- 
therwife  threatening  them  with  fire  and  fvvord  ;  for  all 
the  reply  they  made  was,  that  they  knew  the  emperor’s 
horfe  would  be  foundered  before  he  could  reach  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  their  country. 

It  is  a  general  obfervation,  that  fince  the  reign  of  Ro- 
dolph  I.  above  two  hundred  principalities  and  Hates  have 
fallen  olf  from  the  empire  ;  and  thofe  that  yet  continue 
in  their  obedience,  I  mean  the  electoral  princes,  claim  fo 
many  privileges,  Hand  fo  much  upon  pundlilios  and  pre¬ 
rogatives,  that  there  remains  now  little  more  of  the  im¬ 
perial  majelly  and  power  fave  the  bare  title  and  outward 
pomp.  It  is  remarkable,  that  within  thefe  three  hun¬ 
dred  years  no  lefs  than  nine  German  emperors  have  been 
murdered,  and  many  more  have  been  depofed  and  banilh- 
ed.  To  fum  up  all  in  a  few  words  ;  if  we  furvey  the  pre- 
fent  Hate  of  the  German  empire  accurately,  if  we  pry 
narrowly  into  its  true  circumftances,  we  fhall  find,  that 
after  all  the  clatter  of  his  noify  titles,  the  emperor  can 
call  nothing  properly  his  own  but  his  hereditary  eftate  in 
Auftria,  which  is  hardly  equivalent  to  the  territories  of 
fome  lords  whom  he  calls  his  vafials. 

The  Germans,  in  general,  are  a  rude  unpolilhed  peo¬ 
ple,  greedy  of  novelties,  iuconftant,  rafil,  perfidious,  and' 
very  phlegmatic,  much  addicted  to  unnatural  lulls,  and 
iuceltuous  copulations.  It  is  recorded  of  Barbara  the 
emprefs,  wife  to  Sigifmund,  another  Melfalina,  that  af- 
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ter  her  hu!band’s  death,  her  confeffor  advifing  her  to  re¬ 
form  her  manners,  and  live  more  chaftely,  like  the  tur¬ 
tle,  !he  anfwered,  “  If  I  mult  imitate  the  life  of  birds, 
why  not  of  a  fparrow  as  well  as  a  turtle  ?”  Her  brother 
Frederick  was  much  fuch  another  ;  for  at  ninety  years  of 
age  he  murdered  his  wife  for  the  fake  of  a  ftrumpet  ;  and 
being  advifed  to  repent,  and  think  of  his  grave,  he  faid, 
“  I  am  now  ftudying  my  epitaph,  which  I  defjgn  fhall 
be  comprifed  in  thefe  words  : 

“  This  is  my  way  to  hell :  I  know  not  what  I  fhall  find  there: 
What  I  have  left  behind  me  1  know.  I  abounded  in  all  delights, 
whereof  I  carry  nothing  with  me  ;  neither  my  dainty  meats,  or 
pleafant  wines,  or  whatfoevcr  my  infatiable  luxury  exhaufted.” 

Drunkennefs  is  faid  to  be  the  original  fin  of  Germany, 
from  whence  it  fpread  itfelf  into  other  countries.  They 
give  this  charafter  of  a  German,  “  That  he  is  an  animal 
which  drinks  more  than  he  can  carry  ;  a  tun  that  contains 
more  than  he  can  vent,  and  that  he  underftands  more 
than  he  can  exprefs.’1  They  tell  a  ftory  of  four  old  Sax¬ 
ons,  who  at  one  fitting  drank  as  many  healths  as  they 
could  make  up  years  among!!  them,  which  amounted  to 
three  hundred  ;  and  it  is  recorded  of  a  certain  German 
count,  that  he  ufed  to  make  his  children,  whilft  yet  in¬ 
fants,  drink  luftily,  to  prove  whether  they  were  of  his 
own  begetting  or  no  ;  for,  if  they  grew  fick  after  it,  he 
prefently  concluded  them  to  be  baftards  ;  but  if  they 
could  bear  the  debauch  well,  he  cherilhed  them  as  his 
own  true  offspring.  In  a  word,  thou  mayeft  have  the 
fame  idea  of  the  Germans  at  this  day  as  Solyman  the 
Magnificent  had  in  his  time,  who  ufed  to  fay,  “  I  flight 
the  Germans  above  all  other  people  of  Europe,  becaufe 
they  are  always  at  dilcord  among  themfelves,  nor  can 
they  ever  be  united  any  more  than  my  fingers  and  toes  ; 
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they  cannot  endure  labour,  and  are  the  exceffiveft  glut¬ 
tons  and  drunkards  in  the  world  ;  they  always  maintain 
a  regiment  of  whores  in  their  camp  ;  their  generals  take 
more  pride  in  their  feathers  than  in  their  military  arms.” 

In  a  word,  the  German  is  fo  over-run  with  all  kinds 
of  vice,  that  he  wants  nothing  to  make  him  a  complete 
devil,  but  only  a  little  tinCture  of  the  Italian  qualities, 
according  to  the  proverb,  “  Tudefco  Italianato  e  un  diabo- 
lo  incarnato;”  A.  German  Italianized  is  a  devil  incarnate. 

It  is  certain  the  French  have  fo  weakened  them  on 
one  hand,  and  the  Swedes  on  the  other,  that,  confider- 
ing  the  frequent  troubles  they  meet  with  from  the  Hun¬ 
garians,  Bohemians,  and  other  tributary  nations,  befides 
the  inteftine  feuds  of  the  eleCtorial  princes,  we  need  not 
fear  the  blunted  talons  of  the  eagle,  which  are  fcarce 
ftrong  enough  to  fupport  her  tottering  ftate,  or  prop  her 
from  falling  into  ruin  :  So  far  is  file  from  being  able  to 
offend  her  neighbours,  that  file  never  makes  war  her 
choice,  or  takes  the  field  but  by  compulfion  in  her  own 
defence. 

Illuftrious  Hamet,  I  pray  God  infpire  the  victorious 
Ofmans  with  prophetic  courage  and  refolutiqp,  and  the 
final  conqueft  of  Germany  will  foon  be  the  prize  of  true 
believers. 

Paris,  5th  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  the  Year  16 68. 


IV. — To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna. 

The  friendfhip  that  has  been  contracted  between  thee 
and  me,  ever  fince  it  was  thy  fortune  to  ferve  the  Grand 
Signior  in  that  ftation,  obliges  us  both  to  mutual  finccri- 
ty  ;  befides,  the  duty  and  allegiance  we  owe  our  fove- 
reign  requires  plain  dealing  between  us.  We  ought  to 


94 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  VII. 


lhun  flattery  as  the  bane  of  all  friendly  engagements,  the 
peft  of  the  courts  of  princes,  and  the  general  contagion 
which  infedts  chiefly  the  molt  effeminate  part  of  man¬ 
kind  ;  fuch  as  are  thefe  weftern  Nazarenes,  who  abound 
in  a  thoufand  little  complaiiances  and  falfe  civilities;  thus 
fuffering  their  own  integrity  to  be  corrupted,  their  virtue 
and  faftnefs  of  fpirit  to  be  furprifed  and  debauched, 
whilfl  their  friends,  by  thefe  means,  not  feldom  run  on 
precipices,  and  fall  into  inevitable  ruin.  In  a  word,  they 
betray  one  another  and  themfelves  out  of  pretended  good 
nature. 

By  what  I  have  faid  thou  wilt  comprehend  that  I  do 
not  reprove  thee  out  of  fpite,  envy,  malice,  or  an  affedf- 
ed  gravity,  when  I  tell  thee  that  you  took  wrong  mea- 
fures  in  endeavouring  to  fet  the  emperor’s  palace  on  fire; 
or  to  poifon  him  at  his  dinner.  I  told  thee  once  before 
that  thefe  prepofterous  methods  will  never  take  effect ; 
befides  they  will  do  the  Grand  Signior  no  fervice. 

Though  thou  art  feemingly  engaged  in  the  caufe  of 
the  malcontents,  remember  that  thy  bufinefs  is  different 
from  theirs.  What  fignifies  it  to  thee  whether  the  Hun¬ 
garians  have  their  liberties,  rights  and  privileges  granted 
them  or  no  ?  or  what  reafon  haft  thou  to  efpoufe  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  evangelics,  rather  than  that  of  the  catholics, 
any  further  than  as  an  umbrage  to  cover  the  greater  de- 
figris  thou  haft  in  hand,  as  an  agent  incognito  for  the 
Grand  Signior  ?  Let  the  jefuits  pu'rfue  their  own  game, 
and  the  proteftants  theirs ;  Hand  thou  neuter  in  the 
main,  and  rather  endeavour  to  keep  both  parties  in  a 
counterpoife  than  to  turn  the  fcales  for  either ;  for  the 
Sultan  will  gain  by  the  divifions  of  the  Nazarenes,  let  the 
cafe  go  how  it  will  between  themfelves.  Befides,  there 
are  catholics  engaged  in  the  fa&ion  as  well  as  prote- 
ftants.  It  is  rather  a  civil  quarrel  than  a  religious  one. 
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The  nobles  and  gentry  of  Hungaria  and  Tranfylvania 
are  concerned  for  their  eftates  more  than  for  their 
churches ;  they  fee  the  imperial  court  wants  money,  and 
it  is  a  crime  for  an  Hungarian  to  be  rich.  Thofe  that 
have  the  fupreme  power  in  thefe  cafes  will  find  reafon 
enough  to  condemn  a  wealthy  lord,  whether  he  be  guilty 
or  not. 

It  is  this  puts  them  upon  caballing  and  entering  into 
confederacies,  that  fo  they  may  confult  the  means  of 
their  own  fafety,  and  be  in  a  poflure  to  defend  them- 
felves. 

I  perceive  the  Count  de  Serini  has  made  another  ad- 
drefs  for  the  government  of  Carolftadt,  and  been  repulf- 
ed  ;  Jofeph  Earl  of  Haberitein,  and  Knight  of  Malta, 
being  appointed  to  fucceed  the  Count  d’Averfperg  in 
that  honour,  which  is  an  evident  iign  that  the  emperor 
has  no  good  opinion  of  Serini,  notwithftanding  all  his 
former  good  fervices  ;  and  this  is  enough  to  alienate  a 
man  of  his  great  courage  and  merit. 

Count  Frangipani  alfo  has  his  particular  difeontents  ; 
fo  has  Tatembach,  with  many  other  potent  lords  of 
Hungary  and  Croatia.  Indeed,  the  whole  body  of  thofe 
nations  are  difobliged,  and  almoft  wearied  out  with  the 
continual  opprefiions  of  the  Germans. 

Nathan,  thou  wilt  find  it  no  hard  matter  to  bring 
them  to  a  neceffity  of  putting  themfelves  under  the 
Grand  Signior’s  protection  ;  it  is  thy  part  to  cherifh 
their  difeontents.  As  for  the  imperial  court,  thou  mayeft 
perceive  they  are  refolved  to  mortify  thefe  people,  arid 
to  take  from  them  all  opportunities,  and  the  very  capaci¬ 
ty  of  rebelling,  by  not  fuffering  the  natives  of  Hungary 
and  Croatia  to  poffefs  any  office  of  command. 

Every  party  putfues  its  own  interefts,  and  fo  muft  we 
ours  ;  felf-prefervation  is  the  root  of  all  mutual  fociety 
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and  judice.  Take  care  of  thyfelf,  thy  friends,  and  the 
caufe  thou  art  en^a^ed  in,  and  then  thou  needed:  not 
fear  any  qualms  of  confcience.  In  fine,  I  counfel  thee 
to  put  in  pradtice  the  advice  of  one  of  thy  own  rabbis, 
Jefus  Ben  Syrach,  “  Be  not  over  juft.’' 

Paris,  17th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1668. 


V. — To  Pesteli  Ham,  his  brother ,  Majler  of  the  Grand 
Signior's  Cujloms  at  Confantmople. 

Prepare  thyfelf  for  furprifing  news,  and  receive  it  with 
a  moderation  becoming  a  man.  Oucoumiche  our  mo¬ 
ther  is  dead.  One  and  the  fame  night  lodged  her  in  the 
apartments  of  Hymen  and  the  chambers  of  Death.  Be¬ 
fore  the  days  of  the  nuptial  folemnities  were  over,  the 
mournful  rites  of  her  funeral  commenced  :  She  made  but 
one  remove  from  her  marriage-bed  to  the  grave. 

If  thou  wondered:  that  a  woman  of  her  age,  being 
five-and-feventy  years  old,  and  having  already  had  two 
hufbands,  fhould  marry  a  third,  know  that  it  was  not 
dotage,  but  difcretion,  which  prompfed  her  to  take  this 
courfe.  The  integrity,  wifdom,  and  prudent  conducl  of 
Eliachim  the  Jew',  had  charmed  her  affections  long  ago, 
and  improved  her  acquaintance  with  him  into  a  drift 
and  virtuous  friendfhip.  As  a  mother,  fhe  owed  him  re- 
fpedt  and  love  for  his  condant  fidelity  to  me ;  and  on 
her  own  account,  fhe  could  not  but  entertain  fentiments 
of  edeem  and  gratitude  for  a  man  who  had  been  fo  nice¬ 
ly  careful  to  preferve  her  perfon  and  honour  from  injury 
and  violence  ever  fince  die  came  to  Paris  ;  for  he  alone, 
among  the  many  myriads  of  people  inhabiting  this  city, 
was  the  only  confident  both  of  her  fecrets  and  mine.  In 
a  word,  thefe  regards,  with  forne  others  of  piety,  zeal, 
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and  good-nature,  made  her  willing  to  become  his  wife, 
who  in  all  things  had  performed  the  part  of  a  friend,  and 
a  perfon  of  honour. 

Befides  all  this,  it  was  really  her  intereft  thus  to  dif- 
pofe  of  her  latter  days  in  a  foreign  country,  where  (he 
knew  nobody  but  Eliachim  and  me.  As  for  me,  (lie 
confidered  that  my  life  was  not  only  fubje£t  to  the  fame 
cafualties  with  other  mortals,  and  that  I  might  be  fnatch- 
ed  away  by  a  thoufand  deaths,  but  that  my  flation  here 
was  very  precarious,  and  I  might  be  fuddenly  recalled  by 
my  fuperiors  to  Conftantinople,  or  at  lead  be  removed  to 
fome  other  poft  whither  (he  could  not  accompany  me, 
being  incapable  of  bearing  at  thefe  years  the  hardlhips 
and  fatigues  of  travel  ;  that  after  my  departure  (he 
(hould  be  negle&ed,  contemned,  and  abandoned  by  all, 
but  thofe  who  would  defire  her  death  for  the'fake  of  her 
money  and  jewels. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  to  remain  a  widow,  profeffing 
the  faith  of  Mahomet,  and  believing  the  Alcoran,  in  a 
region  and  city  fwarming  with  infidels,  would  have  been 
but  an  uncomfortable  as  well  as  a  dangerous  condition  ; 
wjierefore,  having  had  experience  of  Eliachim’s  virtue, 
and  incorrupt  manners,  he  alfo  making  addreffes  of  love 
to  her,  and  giving  her  encouragement  to  hope  that  he 
would  become  a  muffulman,  fne  yielded  at  lalt  to  the 
thoughts  of  taking  him  for  her  hulband,  and  they  were 
married  on  the  7th  of  this  moon,  in  a  private  fynagogue 
of  the  Jews  ;  for  they  are  not  allowed  a  public  one  in 
this  city,  as  they  are  in  many  other  cities  of  Europe. 

My  mother  appeared  neither  too  deje&edly  fad,  nor 
profulely  merry,  during  the  nuptial  feaft  ;  but  comport¬ 
ing  herfelf  with  a  cheerful  refervednefs,  feemed  to  have 
her  thoughts  rather  fixed  on  fomething  elfe,  than  the 
vain  ceremonies,  noife,  and  mirth  of  the  company.  It 
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looks  as  if  her  prophetic  foul  was  fenfible  of  its  approach = 
ing  releafe  ;  for,  to  be  brief,  fhe  was  found  dead  in  her 
bed  next  morning. 

Brother,  fhe  is  now  in  her  fepulchre,  at  reft  from  all 
the  toils  of  humarr  life.  Let  not  this  news  affeift  thee 
with  fruitlefs  melancholy,  fince  death  is  the  common  fate 
of  all  mortals  ;  rather  advance  the  blifs  of  our  deceafed 
parent,  with  devout  orifons  for  her  foul,  remembering 
that  ere  long  we  {hall  be  in  the  fame  condition  ;  for 
though  man,  like  a  moth,  be  paffionately  enamoured  with 
the  light  of  this  world  ;  though  he  flutter  and  dance  a- 
bout  it  for  a  while,  bafking  in  the  fplendour  and  warmth 
of  his  good  fortune,  yet  at  length  he  is  confumed  by  the 
very  flame  which  gave  him  nourifhment,  and  falls  a  vic¬ 
tim  to  his  own  pleafure. 

Paris,  9th  of  the  ift  Moon,  of  the  Year  1669. 


VI. — To  Hamet,  Reis  Ejfcndi,  Principal  Secretary  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire. 

sent  thee  a  letter  fome  days  ago,  wherein  I  expofed 
the  general  nakednefs,  imbecility,  and  languifhing  ftate 
of  the  German  empire  in  this  age.  My  difpatch  abound¬ 
ed  with  characters  of  their  vices  ;  it  has  deferibed  exact¬ 
ly  the  prefent  eclipfe  of  ancient  imperial  majefty,  power, 
and  ftrength,  the  revolt  of  many  principalities  and  ftates, 
the  feuds  and  difeord  of  thofe  that  yet  remain  in  obedi¬ 
ence,  and  pay  a  feeming  homage  to  Caefar,  with  many 
other  things,  which,  being  well  confidered,  may  for  the 
future  prevent,  or  at  leaft  diminifh  that  confternation  and 
panic  terror,  which  ufes  to  feize  the  hearts  of  muffulmans 
when  we  are  in  war  with  the  emperor. 

Now,  as  a  farther  incentive  and  encouragement  to  take 
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up  arms  againft  the  infidels,  as  a  fpur  to  certain  vi&ory 
and  conqueft,  I  will  unlock  the  treafures  of  the  country, 
without  taking  notice  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  fince  no¬ 
thing  more  excites  the  refolution  and  valour  of  military 
men,  than  the  hopes  of  plunder,  and  palTing  away  a 
campaign  in  plenty  of  all  neceflary  comforts,  I  will  give 
thee  a  true  account  of  the  natural  dowery  of  thefe  re¬ 
gions,  the  riches  of  the  foil,  and  the  wealth,  which  com¬ 
merce  with  other  nations,  together  with  the  fpoils  of  for¬ 
mer  wars,  the  induftry  of  the  people,  and  the  benevolence 
of  fortune,  have  added  to  their  ftore. 

Germany  abounds  in  generous  wines,  and  thofe  more 
lafting  than  any  other  in  Europe  ;  the  Rhenifh  wines  will 
keep  above  fifty  years ;  the  wines  of  the  Necker  are 
wholefome,  and  clear  as  water  from  the  rock  ;  thofe  of 
Franconia  are  ftrong  and  operative  ;  the  Auftrian  grape 
is  Tweet  and  lufeious.  Several  Roman  emperors  have  pre¬ 
ferred  the  fruits  of  the  German  vintage  to  thofe  of  Italy 
and  Greece  ;  and  fuch  is  the  fuperabundant  plenty  of 
vineyards,  that  at  a  place  called  Stutgard,  there  is  a  pro¬ 
verb  current,  that  “  they  have  more  wine  than  water.” 
If  our  janizaries  knew  this,  they  would  be  for  an  expe¬ 
dition  into  Germany  ;  nay,  they  temper  their  mortar  with 
wine  in  fome  places,  and  flake  their  lime  with  it. 

They  have  ftrong  beverages  alfo  made  of  barley,  wheat, 
and  other  grain,  which  they  tranfport  from  Brunfwick, 
Breflaw,  Delph,  Dantzic,  Lubeck,  and  other  places,  to 
moft  countries  in  the  north  and  weft  of  Europe ;  they 
likewife  make  a  fort  of  wine  of  honey,  as  ftrong  and 
fweet  as  the  wine  of  Candy. 

There  is  abundance  of  frankincenfe  and  myrrh  in  Mo¬ 
ravia,  of  faffron  in  Auftria,  of  liquorice  in  Franconia,  of 
madder  for  dyers  in  Silefia,  of  amber  in  Thuringia. 

There  are  innumerable  orchards  full  of  all  deledlable 
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fruits ;  the  fields  ftand  thick  with  corn,  the  failures  are 
thronged  with  cattle,  and  they  have  a  breed  of  the  flout¬ 
ed  horfes  in  the  woild.  They  have  timber  enough  ta 
ferve  all  the  nations  in  the  world  for  fhippmg  ;  but  that 
which  is  moll  inviting  is  the  variety  of  mines  of  gold,  fil* 
Ver,  copper,  lead,  tin,  and  iron.  Before  America  was 
difcovered,  Germany  was  the  Peru  and  Potofi  of  all 
Europe.  They  have  a!fo  plenty  of  marble  as  bright  as 
cryftal. 

Befides  their  native  and  domeflic  riches,  they  have 
mightily  improved  their  flock  by  foreign  commerce,  ex* 
changing  their  fuperfluities  for  tilings  more  precious,  and 
of  greater  value,  which  in  a  conftant  courfe  of  bartering 
brings  into  the  German  coffers  many  hundred  millions  of  • 
crowns  in  a  year.  In  a  word,  their  cities  are  fo  rich, 
that  when  they  have  been  pillaged  by  an  enemy,  the 
booty  of  one  city  has  been  valued  at  two  millions  of 
crowns  in  ready  money,  befides  plate  and  jewels.  The 
common  foldiers  have  made  hilts  for  their  f words  and 
daggers  of  gold  and  filver  ;  nay,  fome  would  have  their 
very  helmets  of  the  fame  metals.  Public  gaming  tables 
have  been  fet  up  in  the  ftreets,  and  it  has  been  common 
for  a  private  trooper  to  win  or  lofe  five  or  ten  thoufand 
crowns  at  a  time  ;  this  would  be  rare  fport  for  our  jani¬ 
zaries  and  fpahis. 

I  tell  thee,  ferene  minifler,  confidering  the  immenfe 
wealth  of  Germany,  and  the  degeneracy  of  its  inhabi¬ 
tants,  providence  feems  to  invite  our  arms  to  make  a  con- 
.queft  of  thofe  fertile  regions,  and  take  from  the  uncir- 
cumcifed  the  goods  which  furfeit  them  ;  they  abufe  the 
gifts  of  nature  and  fortune,  by  employing  them  to  the 
ends  of  vice  ;  whereas  the  true  believers,  were  they  once 
poffeffed  of  them,  would  turn  them  to  virtuous  purpofes. 
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the  public  advantage,  the  increafe  of  the  empire,  glory  of 
God,  and  propagation  of  the  faith  undefiled. 

Paris,  13th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1669. 


VII. — To  Hebatolla,  Mir  Argun ,  Superior  of  the  Con¬ 
vent  of  Derv  fes  at  Cogni  in  Natalia. 

It  was  with  a  fpecific  kind  of  joy  not  eafy  to  be  defin¬ 
ed,  that  I  received  thy  venerable  difpatch  ;  I  perufed  the 
welcome  orders  therein  contained  with  a  delight  not  in 
the  leaft  inferior  to  his,  who  being  abandoned  to  diiirefs 
and  miferable  poverty,  has  by  good  luck  difcovered  a 
hidden  wealthy  treafure ;  for  fo  my  fpirit  is  ravifhed 
to  find  in  this  degenerate  age  a  rich  referve  of  piety  and 
devotion  to  the  ancient  prophets  of  God. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  the  character  of  John  the  Baptift, 
which  I  fent  thee  formerly,  was  fo  well  accepted  by  thee, 
and  all  the  religious  under  thy  charge,  that  thou  vouch- 
fafell  only  to  accufe  the  fhortnefs  of  the  relation,  deliring 
a  more  particular  account  of  that  prophet’s  manner  of 
living,  efpecially  of  his  abftinences,  and  what  may  be  the 
molt  proper  interpretation  of  the  Grecian  word 
mentioned  in  the  hiftory  of  his  life. 

Praife  be  to  God,  who  has  infpired  thee  with  this  cri¬ 
tical  regard  to  one  of  his  moil  holy  meffengers  ;  I  revere 
thy  learned  foul,  and  that  accbmplifhed  intellect  which 
is  ever  bufy,  prying  into  weighty  and  important  matters ; 
I  honour  thy  impartial  mind,  which  fcruples  not  to  pay 
the  attach  that  is  due  to  a  faint,  though  of  the  Chriftian 
kalendar.  If  we  fhould  reje&  all  that  the  followers  of 
Jefus  do,  we  fhould  neither  fail,  pray,  give  alms,  or  per¬ 
form  any  other  good  works ;  therefore  in  this,  thou  art 
an  exemplary  pattern  to  the  rigid,  fuperftitious  fort  of 
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muffulman  fanatics,  who  bear  an  endlefs  grudge  againft 
all  thofe  that  are  not  of  their  narrow  faith  and  dark 
opinion. 

Glory  be  to  God,  with  whom  the  Word  was  prefent 
from  the  dawning  of  eternal  light,  before  the  morning  of 
his'  works  Lad  peeped  over  the  mountains  of  the  ancient 
chaos,  or  penetrated  the  dark  abyfs  and  mifty  vale  of  no¬ 
thing,  and  painted  the  tops  of  the  creation,  the  higheft 
ranks  of  beings,  with  fplendours  of  the  early  day ;  be¬ 
fore  the  fun  had  drank  the  immortal  halo  in,  and  fponged 
up  all  the  vifible  beams,  to  fqueeze  them  out  again  up¬ 
on  the  moon  and  liars  and  on  the  lower  world ;  that  Word 
remains  for  ever,  and  at  a  determined  hour  became  incar¬ 
nate,  in  the  perfon  of  Jefus  the  Son  of  Mary,  as  the 
holy  Alcoran  informs  us. 

In  thofe  days  John  the  Baptift  went  into  the  Wilder- 
nefs,  and  preached  repentance  to  the  Jews,  foretelling  the 
near  approach  of  the  Meffias ;  the  facred  hero  made  a 
cave  his  refider.ee ;  and  at  firft,  to  wean-his  body  from 
all  foftnefs,  he  wore  a  veil  or  (hirt  of  camel’s  hair,  which 
was  girt  about  him  with  a  belt  made  of  that  painful  and 
religious  creature’s  fkin,  to  put  him  in  mind  that  he  was 
born  for  holy  labours,  toils,  and  mortifications.  He  had 
no  table  fpread  with  far-fetched  coftly  dainties,  no  dilhes 
crammed  with  bloody  and  large  inventories  of  bird;,  four- 
footed  beads,  and  fifh  ;  his  diet  was  fimple,  cheap,  and 
innocent,  eafy  to  be  got  in  every  wood  or  field,  without 
the  detriment  of  his  fellow-animals  ;  for  he  either  con¬ 
tented  himfelf  with  a  repaft  on  honey,  which  he  found 
in  hollow  trees,  or  on  a  kind  of  manna,  a  fweet  dev.  fall¬ 
ing  on  their  leaves,  and  there  condenfed  by  heavenly  in¬ 
fluence,  or  elfe  it  was  a  kind  of  lufciou;  mc.fture,  w!  :ch 
he  fucked  from  certain  plants,  perhaps  not  much  uni  -re 
our  fugar  canes ;  for  thus  interpreter;  do  differ  about  the 
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words  to  p'itei  «'/£iov.  Whatever  it  was,  we  may  conclude 
it  to  be  fome  llender,  light,  and  eafy  nourifhment ;  and 
when  this  diet  failed  him,  or  his  ftomach  required  a 
little  more  variety,  he  banqueted  on  what  the  Grecians 
called  ctK£t$ig.  Some  will  have  thefe  to  be  a  kind  oflocufts 
or  grafhoppers,  a  meat  indulged  the  Jews  by  Mofes 
in  the  law.  The  Syrians  alfo  counted  them  a  dainty  ;  fo 
did  the  ancient  Parthians,  as  Ariftotle  and  Pliny  tell  us; 
and  my  countrymen  the  Arabians  eat  of  them  to  this  day. 
Others  are  of  opinion,  that  thefe  were  a  fort  of 

little  fhell-fifh,  fuch  as  crabs,  crawfifh,  or  fhrimps,  which 
nature  has  generally  lodged  in  holes  along  the  banks  of 
rivers ;  a  pleafant,  temperate  fort  of  diet,  commended 
for  their  virtues  in  expelling  poifon,  and  being  remedies 
for  the  ftrangary,  and  antidotes  to  cure  the  biting  of 
mad  dogs. 

The  divine  prophet,  therefore,  often  frequenting  the 
waters  of  the  river  Jordan,  wherein  he  ufed  to  wafn  his 
converts  and  difciples,  thefe  men  fuppofe,  he  took  occa- 
fion  to  allay  his  hunger  with  thefe  little  fhell-fifh,  which 
he  might  eafily  take  in  mighty  numbers  from  their  watery 
nefts  ;  and  they  endeavour  to  ftrengthen  this  opinion,  by 
alTerting  that  the  food  which  the  waters  afford  us  is  much 
more  pure  and  holy  than  what  the  earth  brings  forth,  in 
regard  the  earth  lies  under  the  malediction  of  God  ever 
fince  Noah’s  flood,  whereas  the  waters  never  were  curfed. 
Hence,  fay  they,  it  is  very  probable  that  the  confecrated 
hero  would  not  defile  his  fpotlefs  life  with  curfed  ban¬ 
quets  from  the  earth,  but  rather  chofe  to  appeafe  his  hun¬ 
ger  with  the  harmlefs,  blefled,  and  wholefome  produft  of 
the  waters. 

If  thou  wilt  have  my  opinion  after  all,  I  am  apt  to, 
think  thefe  vvere  nothing  elfe  but  the  tender  tops 

of  plants,  fuch  as  we  call  afparagus,  or  perhaps  they  were 
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wild  apples  of  the  wood,  and  then  we  may  fuppofe  there 
is  fome  miilake  in  the  Greek  copy,  «»g/§s5  for  ; 

or  it  may  be,  the  holy  prophet  in  the  proper  feafon  of 
the  year  did  ufe  to  crop  and  eat  the  ears  of  barley,  and 
then  the  word  fhould  be  xaxevhg ;  for  what  could  be 
more  fweet  and  pleafant  to  an  abftemious  man  than  to 
iuftain  his  life  with  fruits,  grains,  herbs,  or  roots  ?  Nor 
did  the  malediction  reach  the  vegetables,  but  only  the  a- 
nirr.ai  generations,  from  which  a  perfect  man  abftains. 

Certainly  thofe  who  out  of  an  averfion  for  purity,  pray¬ 
er,  and  falling,  turn  themfelves  from  human  bodies  to 
fwine,  and  from  religious  abilinence  to  favage  gorman- 
difing  on  flefn,  feem  to  derive  their  pedigree  from  a  race 
of  devils ;  especially  fuch  as,  after  the  manner  of  fpiders, 
gathering  poifon  from  the  flowers  of  piety,  blafpheme 
this  facred  virtue  of  abilinence,  and  call  it  by  the  infam¬ 
ous  name  of  fuperllition. 

For  if  the  veneration  we  pay  to  God  confifl.  in  the  know¬ 
ledge,  love,  and  fear  of  his  divine  majelly,  with  adoration 
and  praife  of  his  eternal  attributes,  it  follows,  that  we 
ought  to  worlhip  him  with  the  moll  fervent  application 
of  our  fpirits ;  but  this  religious  ardour  cannot  fubfift  in 
any  foul,  whofe  body  is  not  mortified,  nor  can  the  body 
be  mortified  without  aullerity,  which  always  is  accom¬ 
panied  with  rigorous  falling  and  abilinence  from  flelh  ; 
wherefore  if  we  afcend  to  God  by  the  very  fame  de¬ 
grees  as  we  fall  from  him,  it  follows  that  abilinence  is  the 
fir  11  Hep  to  immortality  and  fupreme  bappinefs. 

I  do  not  mean  by  abilinence  that  natural  averfion  which 
fome  men  have  for  fielh,  who  never  durll  to  talte  of  any 
in  their  lives,  compelled  to  this  by  fome  occult  antipathy 
in  their  llomachs  ;  for  fuch  a  necefiity  cannot  make  a 
virtue,  it  being  common  to  men  and  brutes  ;  there  being 
many  animals  who  fall  from  all  provender  at  certain  fea- 
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fons  of  the  year,  and  others  that  tafte  not  fome  kinds  of 
food  during  their  lives ;  fo  there  are  fome  men  to  whom 
wine,  flefh,  cheefe,  apples,  herbs,  and  other  things,  are  an 
abomination  from  their  cradles.  There  have  been  o~ 
thers,  who,  by  a  preternatural  necefiity,  have  lived  fome 
days,  weeks,  months,  and  years,  without  either  meat  or 
drink  ;  fo  Plato  records,  that  Herus  Pamphilius  lay  ten 
whole  days  among  the  dead  carcafes  of  foldiers  flain  in 
battle,  and  when  he  was  taken  up  to  be  laid  on  the  fu¬ 
neral  pile,  they  perceived  him  to  be  alive.  Laertius  tells 
us,  that  Pythagoras  failed  forty  days  and  forty  nights 
from  meat  and  drink  ;  from  whom  Apollonius  Tyanseus 
learned  the  art  of  keeping  almod  a  perpetual  fall  ;  and 
thefe  modern  times  afFord  us  the  example  of  a  Spaniard 
whom  they  call  Alcantare,  who  every  moon  ufed  to  fall 
for  feven  or  eight  days  together.  So  a  famous  German 
maid  was  diligently  obferved  and  watched,  whiift  Ihe  pall¬ 
ed  away  full  feven  years  time  without  meat,  drink,  deep, 
or  excrements  ;  France  alfo  boafls  another  virgin  who 
faded  above  three  years  together. 

Such  abdinences  as  thefe  are  not  to  be  put  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  virtue,  in  regard  they  were  not  the  effe&s  of 
human  choice,  but  the  decrees  of  fate  ;  fo  would  our  ab- 
flinence  be  depraved,  if  we  fliould  only  praftife  it,  as  the 
old  Gentiles  did,  who  forbore  to  kill  or  eat  fome  certain 
beads,  becaufe  they  held  them  confecrated  to  their  gods; 
as  the  dog  to  Diana,  the  tyger  to  Bacchus,  the  horfe  to 
Neptune,  the  wolf  to  Mars,  the  eagle  to  Tupiter,  the 
peacock  to  Juno,  the  fwan  to  Apollo,  the  dove  to  Venus, 
the  owl  to  Minerva.  Nor  need  we  to  abdain  on  the  ac¬ 
count  cf  the  foul’s  tranfmigration  ;  for  fo  we  ought  to 
forbear  the  vegetable  produdls  of  the  earth,  a;  "-ell  ns  a- 
r.imals,  fince  the  foul  is  indifferent  to  all  bodies  in  s  fe- 
parate  date.. 
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But  our  reafon  in  this  point  ought  to  take  its  rile  from 
the  fundamental  law  of  nature,  the  original  judice  of 
the  world,  which  teaches  us,  “  Not  to  do  that  to  ano¬ 
ther,  which  we  would  not  have  another  do  to  us.”  Now, 
lince  it  is  evident  that  no  man  would  willingly  become 
the  food  of  beads,  therefore,  by  the  fame  rule,  he  ought 
not  to  prey  on  them.  Next  to  this  foundation  of  our 
abftinence,  we  ought  to  build  our  aims  at  the  perfection 
of  our  nature,  which  cannot  be  acquired  but  by  degrees  : 
We  mud  endeavour  to  abate  the  aliment  of  our  concupif- 
cences,  by  exhaling  the  fuperfluous  and  grolfer  vapours 
of  our  blood  in  facred  falls  and  orifons  ;  then  we  Ihould 
refrelh  our  fainting  bodies  with  food  affording  little 
nouvilhment  and  pleafure,  that  fo  our  vain  affedlions,  ap¬ 
petites,  and  lulls,  may  gradually  die,  whilll  the  pure 
mind  revives,  and  being  free  from  the  grofs  vapours  a- 
riling  from  too  much,  and  too  fattening  meats  and  drinks, 
the  films  which  darkened  her  fight  fall  off,  and  fhe  can 
better  now  difcern  the  naked  forms  of  things  by  her  own 
fimple  intuition,  than  before  Ihe  could  through  all  bor¬ 
rowed  fpetlacles  and  other  optics  of  book  philofophy  ; 
alfo,  Ihe  will  more  eafily  raife  herfelf  to  the  contempla¬ 
tion  and  fcience  of  divine  eternal  things.  He  therefore 
that  in  earned  will  apply  himfelf  to  the  lludy  of  accom- 
plilhed  fan&ity,  mud  fird  by  fading  exhaud  the  marrow 
from  his  bones,  the  fatnefs  from  his  flelh,  the  wild  and 
rampant  fpirits  from  his  nerves,  and  then  he  mud  purge 
the  words  and  actions  of  his  life  from  vice  ;  when  this  is 
done,  the  foul  becometh  a  pure  Tabula  Rafa,  and  is  fit 
for  the  imprelfions  of  celedial  virtue. 

Thofe  who  labour  under  acute  difeafes,  run  great  ha¬ 
zard  of  their  lives,  according  to  Hippocrates,  unlefs  their 
diet  be  accommodated  with  proportionate  regard  to  the 
quality  and  time  of  the  critical  fits  or  paroxyfms  ;  but 
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thofe  who  are  entangled  with  vice  do  labour  under  far 
more  dangerous  didempers  than  fuch  as  afflict  the  body  ; 
wherefore  the  prophet,  our  holy  lawgiver,  like  a  wife 
phyfician,  appointed  certain  feafons  of  the  year  for  facred 
abftinences,  fallings,  pilgrimages,  vigils,  and  ocher  holy 
exercifes,  efpecially  the  mighty  fall  and  vigil  of  Rame- 
zan,  wherein,  though  it  be  not  forbid  to  eat  of  flefli  af¬ 
ter  the  ftars  appear  at  night,  yet  none  but  loofe  and  in- 
devout  believers  take  that  liberty,  whereas  the  better  fort 
content  themfelves  with  an  afcetic  diet.  The  Hebrews 
faded  with  unleavened  bread,  and  a  little  fallad  ;  the 
Chriftians  alfo  tade  no  flefti  on  their  prohibited  days  ; 
and  (hall  the  Muffulmans  be  greater  libertines  than  thefe 
infidels  ? 

O  Hebatolla  !  how  radiant  is  the  ludre  of  a  lamp  when 
lhining  through  a  clean  and  fine  defecate  crydal !  So  does 
the  foul  difplay  the  rays  of  her  immortal  virtue  round  a- 
bout,  when  (he  inhabits  in  a  well  purified,  chafte,  and 
almod  pervious  body  ;  wherefore  it  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  him  to  attenuate  his  body  with  perpetual  tem¬ 
perance  and  abdinence,  who  confecrates  himfelf  to  vir¬ 
tue  and  devotion  ;  he  will  not  be  enfnared  or  catched  by 
any  baits  of  luxury  or  voluptuoufnefs,  nor  yet  affrighted 
from  his  condant,  fober  courfe  of  life,  by  any  pain  or 
thwarting  accident;  no  frowns  or  menaces  flrall  divert  him 
from  his  noble  purpofe  ;  but  he  will  fo  nourilh  his  body 
all  his  life,  that  it  fhall  never  be  furfeited  or  over-filled 
with  meats.  And  fuch  is  the  magic  of  this  facred  virtue, 
that  it  can  never  be  hurt,  much  lefs  fubverted  by  all  the 
machinations  of  evil  demons,  or  the  malicious  attempts  - 
of  men  ;  but  it  proceeds  from  ftrength  to  drength,  and 
fights  the  combat  valiantly,  till  having  overcome  at  lad, 
it  triumphs  for  ever,  and  receives  the  palm,  the  crown  and. 
chaplet  of  divine  reward  in  paradife. 
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Holy  prefident,  pray  that  I  may  pra&ife  what  I  fo  ad¬ 
mire,  and  not  be  felf-condemned  for  living  contrary  to 
my  knowledge  ;  for  God  neither  loves  a  double  tongue 
or  heart,  neither  delights  he  in  feet  or  hands  that  are 
fwift  and  nimble  to  dp  mifchief. 

Paris,  13th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1669. 


VIII. —  To  Hamet,  Reis  Ejfendi,  Principal  Secretary  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire. 

N  ow  the  Chriftians  are  in  a  general  conflernation  for 
Candy  :  The  pope  has  fent  letters  to  all  the  princes  that 
are  in  his  communion,  inviting  and  preffing  them  to  fuc- 
cour  that  diftrefled  ifiand  ;  levies  are  making  every 
where  ;  and  the  King  of  France,  who  feeks  all  occafions 
of  glory,  appears  the  moft  forward  of  any  to  affift  the  re¬ 
public  in  this  fatal  junfture.  The  Duke  of  Beaufort, 
and  Chevalier  de  Vendofme,  are  appointed  to  lead  the 
forces  defigned  for  that  fervice  ;  they  are  gone  to  Tou¬ 
lon,  in  order  to  embark.  The  pope  has  fent  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort  a  breve,  declaring  him  general  of  the  troops 
ecclefiaftic  that  are  to  ferve  in  Candy  ;  and  for  his  greater 
encouragement,  he  has  fent  him  the  pontifical  fiandard. 
In  the  mean  while  there  is  a  triple  league  concluded  be¬ 
tween  the  Emperor,  the  King  of  Spain,  the  King  of 
England,  the  King  of  Swedeland,  and  the  States  of 
Holland. 

There  is  great  joy  in  Portugal  for  the  birth  of  the  in¬ 
fanta,  who  is  called  Elizabetha-Maria-Louifa.  She  was 
born  the  6th  of  the  firft  moon  ;  and  on  the  18th  the  Em- 
prefs  of  Germany  was  alfo  delivered  of  a  daughter.  Thefe 
weftern  queens  are  very  pregnant  ;  not  a  year  palfes 
without  the  birth  or  baptifm  f  fome  royal  infant. 
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This  is  all  the  news  at  prefent ;  but  to  oblige  thee,  I 
will  fay  fomething  of  Italy,  which  is  efteemed  the  gar¬ 
den  of  Europe.  Nay,  Conftantine  Paleologus,  Emperor 
of  Greece,  was  wont  to  fay,  “  Unlefs  I  had  been  allur¬ 
ed  by  very  learned  and  holy  men  that  paradife  was 
feated  in  Afia,  I  Ihould  have  fworn  that  Italy  had  been 
the  place.” 

It  is  molt  certain  Italy  is  a  deledlable  country,  abound¬ 
ing  in  riches  and  pleafures  ;  the  eye  is  not  fatisfied  with 
feeing  the  infinite  variety  of  beauties  which  grace  this 
happy  region  ;  fuch  is  the  lovely  intermixture  of  hills 
and  valleys,  groves  and  plains,  palaces  and  gardens,  that 
a  traveller  is  ravilhedas  he  paffes  on  the  road  :  But  this 
is  not  all ;  fhe  is  as  rich  as  fair.  No  country  in  the  world 
can  match  Italy  for  the  plenty  and  variety  of  excellent 
wines,  only  they  are  of  no  long  continuance.  Above  all 
the  reft,  travellers  commend  that  fort  which  they  call 
Lachrymse  Chriili,  or  the  Tears  of  Chrift,  for  its  delicious 
tafte,  which,  when- a  Dutchman  once  tailed,  he  burft 
forth  into  this  exclamation,  “  O  Chrift,  why  didft  not 
thou  weep  in  my  country  ?”  At  Papia  there  are  a  kind 
of  aromatic  grapes  which  leave  a  fragrant  odour  in  the 
mouth  of  him  that  eats  them.  It  is  recorded  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  Roman  lord,  that  when  he  was  in  prifon  half  dead 
with  melancholy,  he  drank  a  glafs  or  two  of  this  gene¬ 
rous  wise,  which  fo  revived  his  fpirits,vthat  inftead  of 
defpairing,  as  he  was  ready  to  do  before,  he  wrote  a 
treatife,  intitled,  De  Confolatione. 

Befides,  Italy  abounds  in  cattle,  flieep,  fowls,  mines, 
rocks  of  alabaiter,  marble,  porphyry,  coral,  ophirs,  a- 
gates,  chalcedonis,  azures,  and  innumerable  other  pre¬ 
cious  ftones  ;  hence  it  comes  that  in  this  country  are 
feen  the  moil  glorious  and  magnificent  temples  of  the 
world.. 
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But  this  fo  fair  and  wealthy  a  fpot  of  ground  is  inha¬ 
bited  by  a  very  wicked  fort  of  people  ;  they  are  quite  de¬ 
generated  from  the  virtues  of  their  anceftors  ;  thefe  are  a 
bafe,  effeminate,  fly,  fodomitical  race  of  men,  covetous, 
revengeful,  and  inexorable.  I  have  heard  a  ftory  of  two 
Italian  brothers  that  were  walking  one  night  in  the 
fields,  it  being  a  very  ferene  fky,  when  one  of  them 
looking  ftedfaftly  on  the  heaven  ■,  wiftied  “  he  had  as 
many  oxen  as  there  were  ftars.”  The  other  wifhed 
“  he  had  a  field  as  large  as  the  firmament. ”  “  What 

would  you  do  with  it  ?”  (faid  the  firft)  “  Let  your  ox¬ 
en  graze  there,”  (replied  he).  But  as  they  proceeded  in 
this  kind  of  fooidh  loofe  difcourfe,  they  kindled  each  o- 
ther’s  anger,  and  at  length  falling  from  words  to  blows, 
killed  one  another  on  the  fpot.  Behold  the  confequence 
of  their  covetous  defires  !  They  are  extremely  addidted 
to  revenge,  and  are  as  dexterous  at  poifoning  as  the  In¬ 
dian  princes.  A  certain  French  author  gives  us  a  very 
compendious  account  of  the  benefits  a  ftranger  gets  by 
travelling  into  Italy,  in  thefe  words :  “  We  go  into  Italy 
(fays  he)  with  incredible  charges,  only  to  purchafe  the 
meie  Ihadow  of  civility,  and  we  bring  back  from  thence 
the  whole  fyftem  of  vices.  The  Milanefe  teach  us  how  to 
cheat;  from  the  Venetians  we  learn  hypocrify  ;  Rome 
transforms  us  into  perfeft  atheiffs  and  libertines  ;  Naples 
turns  us  to  fatyrs ;  Florence  inftructs  us  in  the  artificial 
methods  of  poifoning  ;  there  is  not  one  city  which  does 
not  tinfture  us  with  fome  fpecific  ill  qualities.” 

Sage  Hamet,  in  all  my  letters  to  thee  I  ftudioufly 
infert  fome  remarks  on  thefe  weftern  nations,  that  fo  I 
may  gratify  thy  wiihes.  Pardon  the  want  of  order ; 
for  I  write  things  as  they  prefent  themfelves  to  my  me¬ 
mory.  Accept  all  in  good  part  from  Mabmut,  who  o- 
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beys  thy  commands  cheerfully,  and  honours  thee  with* 
out  flattery. 

Paris,  12th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1669. 


IX. — To  Hamet,  Reis  Ejfendi,  Principal  Secretary  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire. 

T  hou  may  ell  regiller  in  the  archives  of  the  facred  em¬ 
pire,  that  Don  John  of  Aullria  is  made  perpetual  gover* 
nor  of  the  Low  Counti  ies  under  the  Spanilh  king’s  obe¬ 
dience  ;  he  is  alfo  viceroy,  and  vicar-general  of  Arragon, 
Catalonia,  and  Valentia;  but  it  is  fit  for  thee  to  know 
alfo,  that  this  is  fo  far  from  being  efteemed  by  that  prince 
a  happinefs,  that  he  counts  it  his  greated  misfortnne,  in 
tegard  it  is  no  better  than  an  honourable  and  irrevocable 
banifhment  from  the  court  of  Spain,  where  his  royal 
blood  and  merits  are  outmaftered  by  the  genius  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  prieft,  whom  they  call  Father  Nitard.  This  man  is 
very  ambitious,  always  aiming  at  high  matters,  yet  ad¬ 
mired  by  nobody  for  his  learning,  beauty,  or  any  other 
good  qualities ;  only  the  Queen  of  Spain  is  pleafed  to 
make  him  her  favourite. 

He  could  never  buckle  to  the  humour  of  Don  John, 
and  hence  arofe  a  fecret  envy  between  them,  which  af¬ 
terwards  burft  forth  into  open  animofities,  feuds,  and 
quarrels  ;  fo  that  at  laft  the  favourite  got  the  day,  and 
Don  John  was  forced  to  quit  the  field. 

It  is  impoffible  to  trace  the  fovereigns  of  the  earth  in 
the  footfteps  of  their  royal  condudl,  or  elfe  one  would  of 
courfe  conclude,  that  fo  great  a  prince  as  this,  of  the 
fame  lineage  as  the  queen  herfelf,  fhould  have  eafily  e- 
chpfed  the  borrowed  luftre  of  an  upftart  minion ;  but 
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monarchs  have  fpeclfic  reafons  to  themfelves  which  others 
cannot  penetrate. 

Perhaps  this  cunning  prieft  ufcd  a  trick  like  that  of  a 
foldier  in  the  army  of  Alexander  the  Great,  who  being 
cf  an  ambitious  fpirit,  and  coveting  to  make  fome  greater 
figure  than  that  of  a  private  centinel,  confidered  Alexan¬ 
der’s  humour,  and  how  to  hit  it.  He  knew  that  his  he¬ 
roic  maftcr  took  delight  in  any  thing  that  was  bold  and 
brave,  but  how  to  come  into  his  prefence  he  was  igno¬ 
rant  ;  at  length  he  pitched  upon  this  method  :  One  day* 
as  Alexander  was  debauching  with  his  beloved  Parme- 
nio,  Hepheftion,  Lyfimachus,  and  other  officers,  this 
fellow  (whofe  name  was  Clytus)  put  himfelf  into  a  mimic 
drefs  of  war,  counterfeiting  himfelf  mad,  and  dancing 
the  Pyrrhic  meafures,  with  his  brandifned  fword  killed 
five  new  lifted  foldiers  lately  come  from  Colchis.  The 
guards  foon  feized  upon  him,  and  it  being  a  tragical  no¬ 
velty,  the  news  was  carried  to  the  king,  who  caufed  the 
fellow  to  be  brought  before  him  ;  and  examining  him  on 
the  point,  Clytus  anfwered,  “  Great  king,  thofe  five 
men  whom  I  have  killed  had  confpired  to  take  away  thy 
life  this  day,  being  hired  thereto  by  the  King  of  Colchis, 
and  therefore  fent  into  thy  army  ;  their  tent  being  next 
to  mine,  I  had  an  accidental  opportunity  laft  night  of 
overhearing  their  difeourfe,  when  they  were  plotting 
together  the  time,  the  place,  and  maimer  of  thy  death  ; 
I  kept  a  watch  upon  them,  and  obferved  their  motions 
from  that  moment  ;  for,  though  I  knew  the  hour  ap¬ 
pointed  by  them  for  this  execrable  regicide,  yet  I  was 
folicitous  left  fome  ill  fate  fhould  prompt  the  ruffians  to 
antedate  their  own  refolves,  and  haften  a  murder,  whofe 
delay  might  elfe  difeover  their  defigns,  or  at  leaft  pre¬ 
vent  them  ;  therefore  I  took  this  mad  difguife  to  execute 
the  fobereft  and  moil  important,  purpofe  that,  ever  T; 
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framed  in  all  my  days,  which  was  at  once  to  fave  the  life 
of  the  world’s  conqueror,  and  get  myfelf  immortal  ho¬ 
nour  by  the  happy  deed.” 

After  profound  deliberation  of  the  drunken  cabinet 
council,  Alexander  approved  the  fadt,  and  ordered  pub¬ 
lic  honours  to  be  done  to  his  deliverer.  According  to  the 
Macedonian  cudom,  he  veiled  him  with  purple  robes, 
and  gave  him  a  chain  of  gold,  admitting  him  to  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  the  banquet,  and  afterwards  efteeming  him  a- 
bove  his  mod  familiar  friends,  till  fuch  another  debauch 
as  this,  but  more  unfortunate  to  Clytus,  at  once  deprived 
him  of  the  king’s  favour  and  his  own  life  ;  fo  incondant  is 
the  date  of  human  greatnefs. 

Sage  Harnet,  the  favour  of  princes  is  like  a  reed  of 
Egypt,  which  either  tranfpierces  him  that  leans  upon  it, 
or  flinches  from  the  burden,  and  fo  gives  him  a  fall, 
which  mod  times  plunges  him  over  head  and  ears  in  the 
choking  mire  of  popular  hatred. 

God  grant  thou  mayefl  never  be  cruflred  to  death  from 
above  by  the  weight  of  the  Sultan’s  difpleafure,  or  un¬ 
dermined  from  beneath,  and  fwallowed  up  in  an  earth¬ 
quake  raifed  by  the  multitude. 

Paris,  18th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1669. 


X. — To  Hebatolla  Mir  Argun,  Superior  of  the  Convent 
of  Dervifes  ai  Cogni  in  Natolia. 

Th  ou  wilt  not  be  difpleafed  to  hear  of  a  mighty  king, 
that  laying  afide  his  diadem  and  fceptre,  and  abandoning 
the  height  of  human  glory,  has  confecrated  himfelf  to  a 
private  religious  life,  vowing  perpetual  poverty,  chadity, 
and  obedience. 

Yet  this  is  true  of  John  Cafimir,  late  king  of  Poland, 
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who  from  a  fovereign  monarch  is  become  an  humble  fub- 
jedt,  and  having  forfaken  the  pleafures  and  magnificences 
of  his  royal  palace,  voluntarily  confines  himfelf  to  the 
narrow  circumftances  and  aufterities  of  a  monadic  life. 

He  chofe  France  for  the  place  of  his  retreat  from  his 
own  kingdom,  and  the  Abbey  of  St.  Germains  near  Paris 
as  his  fandtuary  from  all  worldly  affairs :  He  was  magni¬ 
ficently  received  and  entertained  in  every  city  through 
which  he  paffed  ;  and  on  the  4th  of  the  nth  moon  he 
made  his  firft  entry  into  the  mofque  or  church  of  the  con¬ 
vent,  where  he  made  his  vows  in  quality  of  abbot  or  fu- 
perior  of  that  houfe,  for  which  they  folemnly  fung  their 
Te  Deum,  or  a  fong  of  praife  to  God.  And  the  court 
of  France  feems  to  be  proud  of  the  honour  this  prince 
has  done  it,  in  retiring  hither,  and  making  it  the  the¬ 
atre  of  fuch  pious  refolves,  the  laft  ftage  of  his  pilgrim¬ 
age  on  earth,  where  he  will  bid  adieu  to  the  vain  pa¬ 
geantries  of  honour,  wealth,  and  empire  ;  and  having 
fhaken  off  the  glittering  burden  of  a  crown,  with  all  the 
other  clogs  of  elevated  mortality,  he  will  the  eafier  climb 
to  paradife. 

Abftradling  from  the  particular  fuperflitions  of  theNa- 
zarenes,  I  cannot  but  commend  the  fage  undertaking  of 
King  Cafimir,,who  in  this  feems  to  outgo  the  noify  often- 
tatious  adtion  of  Adrian,  one  of  the  Roman  emperors  ; 
for  he  only  once  celebrated  in  outward  pomp  his  own  fu¬ 
neral,  by  way  of  type  or  figure,  making  a  fplcndid  ca¬ 
valcade,  before  which  his  coffin  was  carried  in  a  kind  of 
mock  triumph,  as  if,  after  all  his  other  vidlories,  at  laft  he 
had  led  death  himfelf  captive  ;  whereas  this  hindered  not 
but  that  he  returned  again  to  the  vanities  which  in  this 
public  emblem  he  feemed  to  defpife,  and  from  a  dramatic 
conqueror  he  became  a  real  Have  ;  his  perfonated  mortifica¬ 
tion  in  the  ftreets  ended  in  his  ordinary  paffions  at  home  ; 
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and  he  had  a  ftronger  inclination  to  the  bed  of  voluptu- 
oufnefs  at  night,  than  he  feemed  to  have  by  day  to  his 
grave. 

But  this  heroic  King  of  the  Poles  is  really  gone  into 
his  fepulchre,  for  no  better  is  a  monaftery  in  my  opinion  ; 
he  has  tranflated  the  feat  and  throne  of  his  kingdom  to 
a  tomb,  not  for  three  or  four  hours,  to  make  a  Ihow,  but 
there  really  to  lead  a  dying  life,  or  living  death,  and 
reign  in  funeral  majefty  all  the  reft  of  his  days  ;  for  to  be 
thus  reclufe  from  the  world  is  to  be  buried  alive. 

O  venerable  and  benign  dervife,  pardon  the  favourable 
opinion  I  have  of  this  Chriftian  monarch.  I  do  not  pa- 
tronife  his  errors  in  applauding  his  virtue  ;  befides,  it  is 
the  general  faith  of  Muffulmans,  that,  let  a  man  be  a 
Chriftian,  a  Jew,  or  Pagan,  provided  he  lives  up  to  the 
bell  light  he  has,  he  lhall  be  faved  ;  and  the  holy  prophet 
lumfelf  gave  us  encouragement  to  believe  fo, 

Thou  wilt  at  leaft  conclude  this  king  to  be  more  pious 
and  worthy  of  praife  than  one  of  his  predeceffors,  who 
ufurped  the  Polilh  crown.  This  was  Uladiflaus  V.  who 
having  entered  into  a  folemn  league  with  one  of  our  for¬ 
mer  fultans  living  in  his  time,  and  taken  an  oath  thereup¬ 
on,  giving  alfo  the  eucharift  (or  that  which  they  efteem 
the  body  of  Chrift)  in  hoftage,  yet  foon  after  broke  the 
articles  that  he  had  ligned  and  fworn  to,  and  for  the  per¬ 
formance  of  which  he  had  pawned  his  God. 

This  fo  provoked  the  Grand  Signior,  that  he  had  re- 
courfe  to  his  arms  for  juftice,  and  invaded  Poland  with  a 
mighty  force  ;  to  repel  which  Uladiflaus  alfo  levied  an 
army,  and  met  him  in  the  field  ;  but  juft,  as  they  were 
going  to  give  battle,  the  fultan  took  out  of  his  bofom 
the  pawned  eucharift,  with  the  capitulations  agreed  upon 
and  fworn  to  between  them  ;  then  holding  the  wafer  in 
one  hand,  and  the  articles  in  the  other,  he  cried  out,  in 
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the  hearing  of  both  armies,  “  O  thou  crucified  God  of 
the  Chriftians,  behold  thy  perfidious  adorers,  who  have 
given  thee  to  me  as  a  pledge  of  their  faith  and  truth  in 
what  they  have  fvvorn,  yet  in  a  moft  impious  manner  they 
have  violated  their  oath  ;  if  thou  art  a  God,  chaftife  them 
now  by  my  means,  for  their  abominable  perjury,  and  pro¬ 
fanation  of  thy  name.”  His  prayer  was  heard  of  Hea¬ 
ven  ;  for  the  vidtorious  Ofmans  gave  a  total  overthrow  to 
the  infidels,  and  that  blafphemous  prince  was  himfelf 
killed  in  the  battle. 

Whatever  various  forms  of  religion  there  be  in  the 
world,  we  know  there  is  but  one  true  God,  creator  of 
heaven  and  earth,  confervator  and  governor  of  men  ;  he 
connives  at  the  invincible  ignorances,  frailties,  and  infir¬ 
mities  of  our  mortal  race  ;  he  accepts  the  good  works  and 
fincere  vows  of  pagans  and  the  uncircumcifed,  as  well  as 
thole  of  the  true  believers  and  followers  of  the  prophet ;  but 
he  abhors  and  punifhes  all  injuftice,  perjury,  treafon,  both 
jn  the  one  and  the  other  ;  for  he  has  no  partial  regards 
for  this  nation  or  perfon,  more  than  that  they  are  all  e- 
quallv  the  works  of  his  hands,  and  his  care  is  alike  over 
them. 

The  fun  runs  from  the  eaft  to  the  weft  ;  in  his  daily 
circuit  he  illuminates  and  warms  this  hemifphere,  and  by 
night  our  antipodes  enjoy  his  favours  and  welcome  influ¬ 
ence  ;  at  one  time  of  the  year  he  comforts  the  north,  at 
another  he  revives  the  fouth  ;  there  is  no  part  of  the 
globe  which  in  due  feafon  does  r.ot  rejoice  in  his  all- 

cheering  beams. 

°  .  * 

The  moon  never  flacks  or  deviates  from  her  wonted 

courfe,  but  from  the  crefcent  to  the  wane  obferves  the 
laws  of  him  that  made  her  ;  flie  is  exadl  in  timing  the 
flux  and  reflux  of  the  fea  ;  and  fhe  guides  the  wandering 
mariners  by  night ;  the  inhabitants  of  the  arctic  and  aut- 


Book  II. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


II 


7 

at’ttic  circles  wait  for  her  light,  when  the  fun  abfents  himfelt 
for  half  the  year  ;  as  foon  as  they  fee  the  chariot  of  Di¬ 
ana  appear  on  the  road  of  their  heaven,  every  man  claps 
his  hands  for  joy  ;  they  roufe  from  their  domeftic  dul- 
nefs  and  melancholy  ;  they  come  out  of  their  dens  and 
caves  ;  with  dances  and  fongs  they  welcome  the  approach 
of  the  beautiful  goddefs,  knowing  that  fire  is  but  a  fecond 
remove  from  the  Eternal  Light,  the  mirror  of  the  fun,  in 
which  that  glorious  planet  may  fee  his  face,  in  yvhofe,  by 
reflection,  we  fee  the  face  of  God. 

So  do  the  ftars  keep  on  their  various  traverfes  through 
the  heavens  ;  each  conftellation  faithfully  maintaining  its 
port,  each  planet  purfuing  its  road  ;  whillt  all  together, 
at  fo  vaft  a  diflance,  appear  a  flying  camp,  never  fetting 
up  their  bright  pavilions  but  by  night,  and  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  taking  them  down  again.  This  may  be  called  the 
army  of  Heaven,  the  hoft  of  God,  embatt-elled  in  the  fir¬ 
mament,  to  guard  his  friends  on  earth,  and  to  chaftife  his 
enemies. 

To  defcend  lower  yet  into  our  fublunary  elements,  we 
find  the  rain,  hail,  fnow,  winds,  thunder,  lightning,  and 
other  meteors,  are  impartially  fcattered  up  and  down  the 
climates  of  the  earth  ;  I  do  not  mean  by  chance,  but  by 
the  univerfal  providence  which  governs  all  things,  as  the 
Alcoran  expreffes  it :  It  is  he  diredls  the  feminal  and 

prolific  fhowers  to  barren  and  defart  places  ;  doubtlefsthis 
is  a  fign  of  his  divine  unity.” 

In  fine,  all  provinces  and  corners  of  the  earth  bring 
forth  their  proper  fruits  in  feafon  ;  and  the  negroes  of 
Afric  and  America,  though  grofs  idolaters,  and  feme  of 
them  worfhipping  infernal  demons,  yet  enjoy  God’s  blef- 
lings,  and  live  as  plentifully,  with  as  much  content  and 
joy,  as  we  that  adore  his  eternal  unity. 

Every  nation  takes  up  their  religion  on  the  credit  of 
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their  priefts,  and  fo  long  as  they  obferve  the  natural  and 
moral  law  imprinted  in  their  hearts,  the  indulgent  Judge 
and  Father  of  men  will  difpenfe  with  thofe  that  err  in  o- 
bedience  to  the  pofitive  laws  of  their  nation  ;  for  fedition 
is  like  magic,  odious  to  God  and  man,  and  equally  liable 
to  univerfal  punifhment. 

Once  more,  O  pious  father  of  the  dervifes,  I  beg  of 
thee  to  pardon  the  freedom  I  take  in  difcourfing  of  reli¬ 
gious  matters  in  thy  prefence,  -who  art  a  light  to  the 
blind,  a  guide  to  thofe  that  err,  a  refolver  of  doubts,  an 
arbitrator  of  difficult  queftions,  the  only  oracle  of  thy 
province. 

~'  I  endeavour  not  to  inform  thee,  but  to  difentangle  my- 
felf  from  error,  and  teftify  that  though  I  honour  God 
and  his  prophet,  yet  I  think  there  is  no  need  of  a  falfe- 
hood  to  defend  the  truth. 

Paris,  *th  of  the  ad  Moon,  of  the  Year  1670. 


XI. — To  Useph,  Bojfa. 

D  eath  has  of  late  celebrated  a  triple  triumph  in  the 
court  of  France,  having  led  away  captives  to  the  invifible 
world  the  Cardinal  Duke  of  Vendofme,  a  duchefs  of  the 
fame  title,  and  Henrietta  Maria,  late  Queen  of  Great 
Britain,  being  the  relief  of  King  Charles  I.  and  youngefl 
daughter  to  Henry  IV.  of  France. 

Thou  mayeft  alio  report  to  the  divan,  that  Cafimir, 
iate  King  of  Poland,  is  now  at  this  court,  having  left  Po¬ 
land  as  foon  as  he  faw  Prince  Wiefnowifki  elefted  his  fuc- 
ceffor.  The  Dukes  of  Lorrain  and  Newburgh  had  feve- 
rally  laid  claim  to  that  crown,  and  levied  armies  apart,  in 
order  to  make  good  their  pretenfions;  but  the  Polanders 
being  aware  of  it,  were  refolved  not  to  bring  themfelves 
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under  the  jurifdidlion  of  any  foreigner,  fo  long  as  there 
was  a  prince  of  their  own  nation  capable  of  the  dignity, 
and  one  who  being  the  foil  of  King  Cafimir,  feems  to  have 
the  bell  title  to  his  father’s  throne,  whofe  virtues  he  in¬ 
herits. 

Here  is  alfo  arrived  the  Prince  of  Tufcany,  who  lias 
travelled  through  all  Europe,  and  takes  France  as  the 
lail  kingdom  in  his  return  homewards,  protelling  that  he 
does  this  in  good  manners,  as  preferring  France  to  all  the 
nations  in  Chrillendom.  Indeed,  he  could  do  no  lefs,  in 
good  manners,  than  make  this  apology,  which  yet  founds 
very  flat  to  a  court  fo  refined  as  this,  which  might  have 
expedlcd  his  fil'd  vifit  as  a  token  of  his  regard  ;  fince, 
though  in  domedic  proceflions,  entries,  and  cavalcades, 
thofe  of  highed  dignity  take  the  lad  place,  yet  in  foreign 
embaffies  and  voyages,  it  is  ufual  for  princes  to  addrefs  to 
thofe  firfl  for  whom  they  have  the  greated  efleem. 

The  politicians  here  keep  very  fecret  the  news  that 
comes  from  Candy,  which  makes  all  men  conclude  it  is 
none  of  the  mod  profperous.  It  is  generally  reported  for 
a  truth,  that  Admiral  Beaufort  is  either  killed  or  taken 
prifoner  by  the  Ottomans,  and  that  the  French  have  loll 
near  two  thoufand  men  in  this  undertaking. 

I  wonder  why  the  painters  always  deferibe  death  in  the 
form  of  a  naked  fkeleton,  a  darved  fyflem  of  dry  bones  ; 
whereas  one  would  think  he  ought  to  be  pourtrayed  as  a 
monfler,  a  miracle  of  fatnefs,  fince  he  is  the  greated  glut¬ 
ton  in  the  world,  hourly  gormandifing  on  all  manner  of 
flefh,  and  is  the  very  original,  univerfal  cannibal  of  na¬ 
ture,  who  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  has  feaded 
himfelf  with  human  bodies  ;  but  perhaps  he  has  a  bad  di- 
geflion,  and  none  of  all  his  raw  and  bloody  diet  will  af¬ 
ford  nutriment  enough  to  form  fo  much  as  a  poor  Ikin  to 
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cover  his  nakednefs,  and  therefore  it  is  he  is  always  drawn 
in  this  lean  figure. 

Courteous  baffa,  fuffer  me  from  this  vain  jeft  to  fall  in¬ 
to  a  ferious  refleflion  on  our  mortality,  and  the  frail  eftate 
of  human  race. 

Man  is  but  a  foetid  vapour,  firft  exhaled  from  the  earth, 
and  afterwards  advancing  is  condenfed  to  a  cloud,  that 
fo^iis  filthinefs  may  be  concealed  under  the  covert  of  a 
fkin,  there  in  fecret  to  engender  a  thoufand  meteors  of 
fiery  paffions,  lufts,  concupifcences,  and  extravagant 
thoughts,  which  in  time  burft  forth  and  trouble  all  the 
world,  yet  end  at  laft  in  empty  fmoke,  rain,  hail,  or  wind, 
and  are  extinft  almoft  as  foon  as  they  were  formed. 

The  elements  of  which  we  are  compounded  may  ferve 
as  mirrors  to  reprefent  the  confiant  mutability  of  our  na¬ 
ture  ;  fo  the  devouring  fire,  when  all  its  fuel  is  fpent,  de¬ 
cays  and  dies  ;  earth,  air,  and  water,  all  are  fubjetft  to 
corruption,  and  from  thence  our  generation  takes  its  rife; 
likewife  thither  we  return  again.  This  is  the  eternal  cir¬ 
cle  of  natural  produ&s.  The  trees,  the  flowers,  with  all 
the  vegetable  race  ;  the  birds,  the  beads,  and  fiflies,  with 
every  fpecies  of  animals,  are  fo  many  remembrancers  of 
our  mortality.  Which  way  foever  we  turn  our  eyes,  they 
are  prefented  with  freih  images  of  human  weaknefs  ;  and 
the  very  breath  which  does  prolong  our  life  helps  equally 
to  flrorten  it,  fince  every  refpiration  carries  away  fomc 
part  ion  of  our  fubftance  ;  our  finer  particles  gradually  va- 
nilh  into  fmoke  and  air,  whilfl  the  more  grofs  remainder 
fcums  off  in  n'oifome  excrements ;  and  if  there  appear  a 
fliow  of  any  thing  folid  in  us  at  our  death,  it  is  foon  re¬ 
duced  to  afhes,  dirt,  or  worms  ;  our  bodies,  of  which  wc 
make  fo  great  account  whilfl;  living,  are  loft  in  the  abyfs 
of  uhiverfal  matter  foon  after  death. 
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What  were  the  greateft  prince  the  happier,  though  he 
poflefled  the  whole  circumference  of  this  globe?  It  is  but 
a  mighty  heap  of  dirt  or  dung,  perpetually  exhaling  or 
crumbling  away  ;  it  is  one  of  the  difhes  which  compofe 
the  banquet  of  all-devouring  time  ;  and  whilft  the  incit¬ 
ing  monarchs  of  the  earth  trample  on  it  in  diidain,  fpread- 
ing  their  armies  far  and  wide,  and  boafting  that  their  em¬ 
pires  have  no  bounds,  each  does  but  haften  to  be  Ihut  up 
himfelf  within  a  little,  obfcure,  and  putrid  hole,  not  much 
furpaffing  the  limits  of  a  mole-hill. 

Great  baffa,  let  not  the  honours  and  dignities  thou  pof- 
felfeft  make  thee  forget  the  miferies  to  which  thou  art 
liable  each  hour  ;  but  remember  thou  art  a  man. 

Paris,  6th  ol  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Yeai  1669. 


XII. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

H  ere  is  arrived  a  muta-faraca,  called  Solyman  Ifmael, 
with  expreffes  from  the  Grand  Signior.  It  was  no  fmall 
refrefhment  to  fee  his  public  entry,  which  appeared  like 
a  little  epitome  of  the  muffulman  grandeur  and  magnifi.' 
cence.  The  young  rabble  were  as  curious  to  be  fpeifta- 
tors  of  the  eaftern  cavalcade,  as  the  Roman*  were  fond  of 
beholding  the  fecular  plays,  which  were  exhibited  but 
once  in  an  age  ;  nay,  people  of  all  ranks,  ages,  and  qua¬ 
lities,  filled  the  ftreets,  the  windows,  and  battlements 
of  their  houfes ;  forne,  becaufe  they  never  faw  fuch  a 
fight  before,  others  defpairing  that  they  fhould  live  long 
enough  to  be  witneffes  of  fuch  another. 

Yet  with  all  their  curiofity,  none  but  the  minifters  of 
ft  ate  are  able  to  dive  into  the  leaft  fecret  of  his  inftruc- 
tions  ;  thefe  willingly  communicate  the  titles  which  that 
great  arbiter  of  the  earth  gives  the  French  king,  that  fo 
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not  only  his  fubjedts,  but  neighbouring  nations,  may  con¬ 
ceive  the  profounder  veneration  for  him,  without  pene¬ 
trating  the  meafures  he  takes.  This  is  an  artifice  com¬ 
mon  to  all  ftates,  to  turn  the  beft  fide  outermoft ;  only 
the  Hollanders  excepted,  who  in  the  days  of  their  revolt 
from  the  King  of  Spain,  could  not  fo  much  as  put  a  good 
face  on  a  bad  matter,  but  were  forced  to  expofe  their  po¬ 
verty  and  nakednefs,  as  well  as  fuffer  under  it,  addreffing 
themfelves  to  Elizabeth,  then  Queen  of  England,  in  the 
charadlerof  the  Poor  Diftreffed  States  of  Holland,  and  fo 
begging  her  affiilance. 

However,  Solyman  has  faithfully  imparted  to  me  his 
affairs,  as  I  have  reafon  to  believe.  He  is  too  well  born 
and  bred,  poffeffes  more  reafon  and  wit  than  to  amufe  the 
old  man  in  the  caffock;  fo  they  call  me  here  in  the  ftreets, 
who  know  me  not  by  any  other  character,  fo  private  is 
Mahmut  in  Paris  at  this  hour,  notwithftanding  all  his 
public  fufferings. 

I  elteem  Ifmael  as  one  fit  to  reprefent  the  Grand  Sig- 
nior’s  perfon  among  better  people  than  infidels ;  yet  I 
tell  thee  the  French  are  the  moft  refined  of  all  the  weft- 
ern  giafres. 

Ifmael  underftands  the  force  of  the  civil  laws,  which  he 
learned  from  Juftinian’s  code,  and  other  books ;  for  he  is 
perfedt  in  Greek  and  Latin,  and  has  bellowed  fome  years 
in  reading  their  books,  both  prints  and  manuferipts. 

He  makes  a  very  perfonable  figure,  being  tall,  full  bo¬ 
died,  wrell  lhaped,  and  not  of  an  ugly  face,  which  is  e- 
nough  to  be  faid  of  a  man  defigned  for  bufinefs,  and  not 
only  for  love  ;  he  is  never  in  danger  of  falling  under  Ca¬ 
to’s  cenfure,  who  feeing  two  ambaffadors  fent  from  Rome 
to  a  foreign  Hate,  one  of  whom  had  his  head  fo  little  that 
it  could  hardly  be  dillinguilhed  from  that  of  an  owl,  and 
the  other  fuch  a  cripple  that  he  could  not  walk  without 


Book  II. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


I23 


kilts,  cried  out,  “  Here  is,  an  embaffy  which  has  neither 
head  nor  tail.” 

And  then  our  muta-faraca  is  rich  ;  he  fupports  the 
charges  of  his  commiffion  with  extraordinary  munificence ; 
his  houfe  is  already  become  the  fanfluary  of  all  the  di- 
ftreffed  Levantines,  whether  Greeks,  Armenians,  or  fol¬ 
lowers  of  the  prophet;  and  he  fpeaks  French  as  readily 
as  a  native  ;  yet  he  diffembles  his  expertnefs  in  that  lan¬ 
guage,  to  keep  up  the  date  and  refervednefs  of  the  Otto¬ 
man  empire,  which  difdains  to  condefcend  to  any  other 
fpeech  than  T urkifh  or  Arabic  ;  befides,  he  has  the  ad¬ 
vantage,  by  thus  artificially  {hutting  his  ears,  that  he  can 
at  one  time  both  hear  and  be  deaf,  underftand  and  be  ig¬ 
norant  of  whatfoever  is  faid  by  the  fpies  of  the  French 
king  ;  and  this  is  no  fmall  gift  in  a  man  of  his  character 
and  truft  ;  for  he  had  need  of  an  angel  or  a  devil  at  his 
elbow  that  thinks  to  over-reach  this  court. 

Above  all,  I  believe  our  Solyman  will  never  be  guilty 
of  the  error  committed  by  the  ambaffadors  fent  from  Te- 
nedos  to  one  of  the  Roman  emperors ;  I  am  fure  he  is 
not  yet ;  for  thofe  gentlemen  had  feen  the  death  of  the 
emperor’s  fon  eleven  moons  and  fourteen  days,  as  the 
ftory  fays,  before  they  knew  it  was  their  duty  to  make  an 
addrefs  of  condolance,  or  at  lead  before  they  called  it  to 
mind,  for  they  were  drowned  in  the  Roman  luxury ;  fi> 
that  when  they  came  to  perform  that  devoir,  the  emperor 
could  not  forbear  to  feoff  -  at  them  in  thefe  terms  ;  “  I 
nauch  lament  (faid  he)  the  fate  of  the  renowned  He&or, 
your  countryman  and  champion,  whom  Achilles  the  Gre¬ 
cian  killed  above  a  thoufand  years  ago.” 

I  fpeak  this  in  a  particular  regard  to  Solyman’s  deport- 
menthere ;  forwhen  he  firft  came  to  this  court,  he  foundthem 
all  in  mourning  for  the  death  of  the  king’s  aunt,  the  late 
Queen  of  England,  and  of  other  high  perfonages,  parti, 
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cularly  tliofe  that  were  flain  in  the  late  adion  at  Candia, 
whereof  I  have  already  given  an  account  to  the  fublime 
Porte  in  another  letter.  Without  indrudions,  he  very 
demurely  accoded  the  king,  and  told  him,  “  There  could 
he  no  dunalma  in  the  Ottoman  empire,  for  the  late  fuccefs 
at  Candia,  fo  long  as  the  French  court  were  mourners.” 

T.  his  was  a  fenfible  touch  to  thofe  that  underdood  it  ; 
and  from  that  moment  the  grandees  and  miniders  of  date 
have  made  a  difference  in  their  entertainment  of  this  ino-e- 

O 

mods  muta-faraca,  and  that  winch  they  ufed  to  give  to 
the  chiaufes  formerly  fer.t  from  the  Porte.  * 

I  can  allure  thee  he  is  at  the  fame  time  very  blunt  and 
very  elegant  in  his  difcourfe  ;  there  is  fire  in  every  word 
he  utters,  to  warm  and  refrelh,  if  they  take  it  at  a  due 
didance,  but  if  they  approach  too  near,  he  fcorches  their 
fpirits,  and  puts  them  into  a  choler  they  dare  not  fhow  ; 
they  confume  inwardly  in  their  own  defpite,  yet  cannot 
help  themielves. 

Doubtlefs  the  King  of  France  is  the  greated  monarch, 
the  mod:  powerful  and  vidorious  prince  in  Chridendom, 
the  only  invincible  emperor  of  the  weftern  Franks  ;  yet 
he  veils  to  our  majedic  fovereign,  loid  of  the  whole  earth; 
and  our  eunuch  will  not  part  with  a  tittle  of  his  mader’s 
honour,  or  give  any  advantage  by  an  eafinefs  worthy  of 
blame,  in  a  cafe  that  may  be  turned  to  a  precedent.  He 
is  very  happy  in  his  repartees,  as  thou  wilt  perceive  by 
the  anfwer  he  gave  to  a  French  lord  yefterdav,  when  he 
alked  him,  whether  he  thought  it  not  a  violation  of  the 
civil  law  for  ambalfadors  to  be  imprifoned,  as  they  often  are 
at  the  Ottoman  Porte?  “No,  (faysSolyman)  it  is  not,  where 
the  ambadador  is  guilty  of  treafo'n,  or  crimen  Icefee  mcijejla- 
tis  ;  but  if  it  were,  you  Frenchmen  have  the  lead  reafon 
to  accufe  us  of  it,  fince  we  fi  learned  this  maxim  from 
the  backfide  of  your  Salique  law,  where  it  is  indoried.” 
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And  then  he  produced  twenty  feveral  inftances  of  this 
kind  in  the  court  of  France. 

In  a  word,  Solyman  has  hitherto  acquitted  himfelf  with 
marvellous  fuccefs  in  every  thing,  though  the  French 
grandees  often  fet  upon  him  to  try  what  metal  he  is  made 
of,  having  generally  a  mean  opinion  of  muffulmans,  be- 
caufe  learning  is  fo  little  countenanced  among  us. 

I  have  no  matter  of  news  to  acquaint  thee  with,  fave 
that  a  violent  plague  broke  forth  ndt  long  ago  at  Soifons, 
and  a  terrible  earthquake  in  Sicily  frighted  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Catanea,  and  the  adjacent  towns,  from  their  habi¬ 
tations,  after  one  whole  village  had  been  fvvallowed  up. 

Thofe  who  were  curious  to  pry  into  the  caufe  of  thefe 
particular  convullions,  and  that  affrighting  overthrow, 
perceived,  after  diligent  fearch,  that  it  proceeded  from  a 
new  eruption  or  breach  in  mount  Gibel,  about  two  miles 
from  Catanea,  where  the  horrid  chafm  vomited  forth  floods 
of  fire,  with  flaming  fttlnes,  which  being  carried  violently 
through  the  air,  for  the  fpace  of  near  a  league  round  a- 
bout,  at  laft  fell  down  in  flaming  fliowers  or  catarafts, 
producing  fad  and  calamitous  effects  in  the  neighbouring 
country. 

Serene  minifter,  it  is  evident  that  the  judgments  of 
God  are  upon  thefe  infidels,  yet  they  will  not  be  convert- 
ed  from  their  errors  and  vices  ;  they  have  felt  the  fame 
tevnpeft  of  fire  which  overwhelmed  the  nine  cities  of  the 
lake  Afphaltites,  yet  they  remain  infenfible  and  obdurate; 
furely  they  will  be  exterminated  from  the  earth. 

Paris,  4th  of  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  16 69. 
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BOOK  III. 

LETTER  I.— To  Me h  emet,  an  exiled.  Eunuch,  at  Ah  air 
in  Egypt.  ^ 

Be  no  longer  melancholy,  my  friend,  nor  fink  under  the 
burden  of  thy  misfortunes  ;  give  not  thy  enemies  an  oc- 
cafion  of  double  triumph,  in  that  they  have  driven  thee 
from  thyfelf,  as  well  as  from  the  Grand  Signior’s  happy 
prefence.  Thou  haft  money  and  jewels  enough  left  to 
purchafe  thee  a  competent  felicity  any  where  ;  or  at  leaft 
thou  haft  virtue,  which  renders  every  place  a  paradife. 
Affociate  thyfelf  with  the  other  exiles  in  that  city,  vic¬ 
tims  to  a  royal  caprice,  fuffered  with  all  their  immenfe 
riches,  to  make  a  pompous  and  magnificent  entry  into 
that  metropolis  of  Egypt,  but  foon  after  ftripped  of  all 
their  wealth,  and  facrificed  to  the  court  avarice.  So 
were  the  confecrated  bulls  of  old,  dreffed  up  in  {lately 
equipage,  their  horns  and  hoofs  all  gilded  over  with  gold, 
adorned  with  ribbons  of  coftly  filks,  their  bodies  covered 
over  with  mantles  of  brocade  and  tiffue,  embroidered  with 
pearls  and  precious  ftones,  and  trailing  on  the  pavements 
of  Apollo’s  temple,  w'hilft  the  priefts  flood  ready  at  the 
altar  to  difpatch  whole  hecatombs  of  thefe  gay  facrifices. 

Your  cafe  is  not  fo  bad  at  Cairo,  in  that  your  lives  are 
fpared,  and  you  at  liberty  to  carve  new  fortunes  to  your- 
felves  wherever  you  pleafe  ;  you  ought  to  aid  and  coun¬ 
sel  one  another  in  your  misfortunes.  It  is  a  comfort  to 
the  miferable  to  have  companions  in  their  fad  eftate  ;  in- 
fi.nuate  thyfelf  into  the  bafia’s  favour  ;  he  may  do  fome- 
thing  to  alleviate  thy  grief,  he  will  meafure  thy  circurn- 
ftances  by  his  own,  confidering  that  he  has  but  three 
years  to  enjoy  his  prefent  wealth  and  grandeur. 

Go  to  the  banifhed  mufti,  if  he  be  living  at  Cairo;  de¬ 
fire  his  fpiritual  advice;  perhaps  thou  mayeft  receive  into 
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the  bargain  feme  temporal  advantage  from  it  5  he  has  a 
greater  influence  on  fome  of  the  Egyptian  beys  than  the 
Grand  Signior  has  himfelf.  You  are  all  alike  embarked 
in  one  affliction,  whofe.  effence  does  confift  in  being  de¬ 
graded  from  your  former  honours,  (though  in  different 
degrees)  and  being  feparated  from  your  friends,  that  balk 
in  the  immediate  luflre  of  imperial  dignity.  It  is  your 
bufmefs  therefore  now  to  find  out  fome  new  fource  of 
happinefs  ;  to  make  new  friends,  fince  you  have  loft  the 
old,  or  at  lead  to  prop  up  one  another  by  a  mutual  friend- 
fhip,  not  to  be  broke  or  diffipated,  but  by  a  deftiny  equal 
to  the  former;  and  then  you  have  no  more  to  do  but  pro- 
fecute  your  feveral  interefts,  and  be  refigned  to  fate. 

As  for  thee,  I  am  particularly  folicitous,  being  enga¬ 
ged  together  from  our  youth  by  a  reciprocal  participa¬ 
tion  of  good  offices,  which  was  the  effedl  of  a  deep-root¬ 
ed  and  ftrong  fympatliy  ;  the  agreeablenefs  of  humour 
united  firft  our  fouls,  and  taught  us  the  myfterious  lef- 
fons  of  Platonic  love  ;  we  favv  each  other,  and  were 
ftraight  infpired  with  facred  inclinations ;  my  eye  no  focn- 
er  fixed  on  thine,  but  through  that  perfpedtive  I  could 
fee  the  inward  virtue  of  thy  foul,  which  immediately  pro¬ 
duced  a  veneration  in  my  breaft  ;  and  I  foon  found  our 
hearts  beat  time  to  one  another  ;  this  generous  paffion 
afterwards  increafed  as  we  grew  up,  and  what  it  loft  of 
its  firft  violence,  is  gained  by  acquiring  a  more  lafting 
ftrength,  more  durable  integrity,  and  conftant  faithfulnefs; 
our  joys  and  griefs  were  ftill  the  fame  ;  no  profperous  or 
advevfe  fortune  could  ever  change  our  minds,  to  warp 
us  either  to  flattery  or  contempt ;  but  with  an  even  mind 
we  ftill  fuftained  the  different  accidents  of  human  life,  and 
propped  up  one  another  with  a  tight  affection,  till  it  was 
the  will  of  rate  to  kparate  us,  I  being  made  a  Have  in  Si¬ 
cily,  whilft  thou  enjoyedft  the  fm-iles  and  favours  of  thy 
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infant  fortune,  which  introduced  thee  firft  to  the  feraglio ; 
afterwards  I  gained  my  freedom,  and  returned  to  the 
imperial  city,  and  to  the  palace  of  the  fultan,  but  was  not 
buffered  long  to  enjoy  that  happinefs,  being  appointed 
for  this  hazardous  poft  in  Paris. 

I  tell  thee,  Mehemet,  I  reckon  my  cafe  far  worfe  than 
thine,  in  that  1  am  forced  to  take  my  conftant  refidence 
up  amongft  thefe  infidels.  Could  my  propitious  ftars  en¬ 
courage  me  but  with  the  fmalleft  hopes  to  change  my 
prefent  gpurfe  of  life,  I  would  never  repine  at  what  was 
pad,  but  pleafe  myfelf  with  flattering  profpects  of  fome 
^future  and  unknown  felicity;  but  to  be  irrevocably  chain¬ 
ed  down  to  the  oar,  without  a  glimpfe  of  any  fign  that  I 
{hall  ever  be  relieved,  is  worfe  than  death  itfelf. 

Whereas,  on  the  other  fide,  thou  art  difpofed  of  in  the 
happieft  region  of  the  earth,  Egypt,  the  mother  of  fci- 
ences,  the  midwife  of  celcftial  fecrets,  the  nurfe  of  fages, 
faints,  and  prophets,  the  granary  of  the  mnffulman  em¬ 
pire,  and  the  refuge  of  diftreffed  mortals.  Oh  !  Mehe¬ 
met,  prize  the  raft  advantage  thou  haft  of  me,  and  others 
of  thy  fellovv-ilaves  ;  improve  thy  privilege  and  opportu¬ 
nity  of  ranging  where  thou  lift  ,  go,  vifit  all  the  antiqui¬ 
ties  of  Egypt,  and  trace  her  borders  to  the  w  eft  and  fouth ; 
if  this  will  not  divert  thy  melancholy,  go  farther  yet,  and 
fearch  the  mighty  cataracts  of  the  Nile,  which  deafen 
mortals  with  their  fall  ;  go  view  the  Mountains  of  the 
Moon  in  Ethiopia,  or  fee  the  defolation  of  the  imok;  vale, 
and  of  the  cities  whofe  inhabit  its  were  in  a  minute  me- 
tamorphofed  into  {tones,  as  a  memorial  of  eternal  ven¬ 
geance  againft  crying  fins. 

But  after  all,  my  Mehemet,  depart  not  from  thy  rea- 
fon,  loyalty,  and  -ii;  for  thefe  are  armour-proof  aga  aft 
the  affaults  of  chance  and  deftiny,  of  men  anci  devils,  of 
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earth  and  hell ;  and  when  thy  travels  are  finifhed  here  on 
earth,  tliofe  virtues  will  not  fail  to  carry  thee  to  heaven. 
Paris,  5th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1670. 


IL — To  the  Same. 

X  cannot  forbear  giving  thee  the  trouble  of  another  let¬ 
ter  by  this  pod,  that  I  may  yet  more  encourage  thee  to 
a  virtuous  refignation  to  the  will  of  fate,  which  thou 
knoweft  is  inexorable.  *  » 

There  is  an  eternal  law  fixed  in  the  univerfe,  which 
admits  of  no  repeal ;  no  prayers  or  tears  of  paffionate 
mortals,  no  vows,  alms,  pilgrimages,  or  any  other  fupere- 
rogating  works,  can  move  the  deftinies  ;  they  are  more 
inflexible  than  the  judges  of  the  old  Athenian  Areopagus; 
and  the  unchangeable  edicts  of  the  Median  empire  might 
fooner  be  reverfed  than  the  decrees  of  fate.  , 

If  thou  couidft  make  corban  with  an  hundred  thou- 
fand  fheep,  and  feed  the  poor  of  all  the  Eaft,  according 
to  the  mufiulman  practice,  or  facvifice  as  many  bulls  after 
the  fafhion  of  the  ancient  gentiles,  couldll  thou  monopo- 
lae  all  the  aromatics  of  the  Orient,  to  compound  the  molt 
exalted  incenfe,  and  make  a  pyramid  of  odoriferous  fmoke 
afeend  high  as  the  fhadow  of  the  earth  at  midnight, 
whereby  the  heaven  of  heavens  fhould  be  all  perfumed, 
and  every  deeping  deity  fhould  be  awakened  by  the  fra¬ 
grant  fmell ;  couidft  thou  bribe  the  choirs  above  to  tune 
the  fpheres  anew,  and  raife  the  fweeteft  harmony  that  e- 
ver  reached  the  Eternal  Senfe,  yet  all  would  not  prevail 
to  alter  the  refolves  of  Heaven,  or  reinflate  thee  in  thy 
former  honour.  No,  my  Mehemet,  thou  art  loft  for  ever 
at  the  feraglio  ;  the  face  of  things  is  changed  fince  thou 
haft  been  in  Egypt;  thy  friends  are  all  difperfed  abroad 
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in  the  world,  or  dead,  which  is  but  another  kind  of  repa¬ 
ration  ;  there  are  no  hopes  now  left  thee  of  ever  return¬ 
ing  again  to  that  proud  city  which  inherits  the  charafter 
of  ancient  Rome,  the  lady  of  the  earth.  I  wiflr  the  Ro¬ 
man  luxury  be  not  alike  entailed. 

Roufe  up,  my  friend,  and  look  not  on  thy  Hate  through 
the  deceitful  optics  of  thy  paffion,  but  let  reafon  light 
the  profpedt.  Thou  wert  before  a  Have,  now  thou  art 
free  and  mafter  of  thyfelf.  However,  to  rid  thee  of  the 
very  idea,  or  fancied  mifery,  I  counfel  thee  once  again 
to  travel. 

Go,  make  the  fpeedieft  retreat  thou  canft  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  that  thou  mayeft  for¬ 
get  thy  cares  and  fears  j  take  not  the  way  by  Barba¬ 
ry,  nor  covet  to  fee  the  place  where  ancient  Carthage 
was  fituated;  be  not  curious  to  inquire  after  Queen  Dido, 
./Eneas,  or  Hannibal,  or  to  hear  fome  Itories  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  Scipio ;  nor  would  I  counfel  thee  to  pafs  the  king¬ 
doms  of  Morocco  and  Fez  ;  for  though  thofe  realms  pay 
no  obedience  to  the  fultan,  yet  they  are  his  allies,  and 
that  reflection  will  always  keep  thee  in  pain  ;  befides,  the 
fight  of  muffulmans  will  terrify  thy  mind,  and  fill  thee 
with  a  thoufand  apprehenfions. 

Go  rather  the  dire&eft  way  thou  canft  unto  the  king¬ 
doms  of  the  negroes,  or  black  people  inhabiting  the  Tor¬ 
rid  Zone  ;  but  take  this  rule,  be  fure  to  coaft  along  the 
river  Nile,  as  near  as  the  roads  of  Afric  will  permit,  that 
fo  thou  mayeft  avoid  the  horrible  and  affrighting  defarts 
of  Lybia,  Nubia,  and  Zanfar,  with  other  inhofpitable 
mountainous  parts  between  the  tropic  of  Cancer  and  the 
Equinox  ;  for  thou  wilt  not  find  it  very  pleafant  to  en¬ 
counter  and  converfe  with  none  but  dragons,  bafililks,  and 
other  monfters  of  thofe  regions ;  and  yet,  for  ought  I 


Book  III.  A  SPY  AT  PARIS.  1 31 

know,  it  is  better  than  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  human 
lavages. 

I  know  not  how  to  give  a  general  character  of  the 
fouthern  blacks,  fince  every  province  varies  in  its  particip¬ 
ial'  principles,  cuftoms,  laws,  and  inflitutions.  The  Abyf- 
llnes  are  Chriftians  ;  fo  are  the  inhabitants  of  Congo, 
Songo,  Angola,  and  other  countries  bordering  on  the 
Upper  Ethiopia;  thofe  that  dwell  along  the  Red  Sea  are 
generally  Mahometans  ;  they  difcourfe  alfo  of  a  very  po¬ 
pulous  country  thereabouts,  poffeiled  by  Jews  alone;  and 
there  are  authors  who  affert  a  female  kingdom,  a  nation 
of  Amazons;  it  is  certain  on  the  weftern  fide  they  are  all 
pagans. 

It  will  be  worth  thy  labour  to  obferve  the  different  hu¬ 
mours  of  thefe  people,  and  make  comparifon  between  the 
ancient  and  this  modern  gentiliim,  to  abftract  their  morals 
from  their  fuperltitions,  and  tell  me  then,  whether  they 
do  not  better  deferve  the  title  of  true  believers  than  we 
muffulmans,  fince  they  act  according  to  their  faith,  where¬ 
as  we  go  by  a  quite  contrary  method.  They  believe  no 
other  gods  but  their  domeftic  priefts,  and  thefe  they  never 
willingly  offend  ;  whereas,  whilft  we  profefs  the  Eternal 
Unity,  we  fcruple  not  to  fin  againft  him  every  hour.  They 
circumcife,  wafh,  pray,  abftain  from  meats,  give  alms  as 
well  as  we  ;  their  juftice  is  as  ft'rict,  their  mercy  foft  as 
ours ;  in  fine,  they  are  men  differing  from  us  only  in  co¬ 
lour,  education,  and  the  peculiar  maxims  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  which  they  rigoroufly  obferve,  and  hope  for  happi- 
nefs  thereby,  as  we  do  by  obeying  the  law  brought  down 
from  heaven. 

% 

Mehemet,  our  holy  prophet  has  faid,  “  That  whofoever 
lives  innocently,  and  does  juftice,  whether  he  be  a  Chrif- 
tian,  Jew,  or  Pagan,  fhall  be  faved  as  well  as  his  difciples:” 
Therefore  in  all  thy  travels,  defpife  not  any  man  for  his 
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religion,  be  it  never  fo  ridiculous  in  appearance,  provided 
he  be  good*and  honeft  in  his  converfation;  muchlefs  con¬ 
temn  thofe  Africans  for  their  colour,  fince  black  and 
white  are  all  alike  to  him  who  firft:  gave  man  the  power 
to  know  the  difference. 

Mehemet,  if  thou  accepted:  my  advice,  take  alfo  my 
wifhes  for  thy  good  voyage  and  profperity. 

Paris,  5th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1670. 


TIL — To  the  Mufti,  Venerable  Patron  of  Learning  and 
Knowledge. 

£*  rom  thy  clemency  I  will  not  fear  a  charge  of  negli¬ 
gence,  in  that  I  have  delayed  to  perform  the  talk  thou 
enjoinedft  me.  Thou  knoweft  my  circumftances,  and  wilt 
confider  that  though  I  have  read  books,  yet  I  have  not 
a  library  of  my  own.  It  is  true  I  often  frequent  thofe 
of  this  city,  but  my  feafons  are  limited  either  to  thofe 
hours  when  the  libraries  are  opened,  or  to  thofe  I  can 
fpare  from  the  affairs  of  my  commiffion.  I  cannot  ferve 
the  Grand  Signior,  and  follow  my  ftudies  both  at  once  ; 
yet  I  have  outpaffed  frugality,  and  turned  a  niggard  of 
my  time,  that  I  might  obey  the  great  oracle  of  true  be¬ 
lievers,  and  promote  a  work  for  which  I  have  fo  paffion- 
ate  a  regard. 

The  inclofed  paper  contains  the  fize  of  the  volume, 
which  I  conceive  will  be  moil  proper  for  fo  great  a  work, 
with  the  contrivance  of  the  pages,  which  I  have  divided 
into  columns,  that  fo  the  years  of  the  world,  the  date  of 
the  olympiads,  with  other  remarkable  eras,  may  be  rank¬ 
ed  in  order,  each  parallel  with  the  reft,  and  all  with  the 
matter  treated  of  at  fuck  a  time. 
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This  I  have  done  in  the  inclofed  paper,  not  thinking  it 
proper  to  interrupt  the  feries  of  my  letter  with  a  blank 
fcheme,  which  is  for  the  ufe  of  the  compilers,  but  to  pre- 
fent  thee  with  a  tranfient  view  of  the  four  monarchies, 
which  have  made  fuch  a  noife  in  the  world,  wherein  thou 
needeft  not  fear  the  fatigue  of  a  tedious  continued  hido- 
ry,  for  I  defign  only  to  cull  out  fuch  paffages  as  are  mod 
diverting,  and  worthy  of  perufal. 

To  begin  then  with  the  A  (Tyrian  monarchy,  which  was 
the  fird  of  the  four  :  This  nation  was  for  a  great  while 
contented  with  its  own  bounds,  without  feekincr  to  en- 
croach  on  the  territories  of  others  ;  and  Ninus  was  the 
fird  of  the  Affyrian  kings  who  enlarged  his  dominions  by 
conqued;  he  fubdued  the  greated  part  of  Afia,  and  raifed 
Affyria  to  the  title  of  an  empire. 

After  his  death,  Semiramis  his  wife  look  upon  her  the 
government,  counterfeiting  the  perfon  of  Ninyas  his  fon, 
who  was  as  yet  but  a  child  :  She  wore  the  habit  of  a 
man,  and  being  like  her  fon,  paffed  for  him,  as  the  law¬ 
ful  fucceflor,  unfufpedted.  This  virago  enlarged  the  com 
queds  of  her  hufband,  and  fpread  her  empire  from  India 
to  Ethiopia,  and,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  an  immortal 
fame,  die  built  Babylon. 

To  her  fucceeded  Ninyas  her  fon,  of  whom  nothing  is 
remarkable  but  his  effeminacy ;  for,  negle&ing  the  affairs 
of  war,  he  fpent  all  his  time  among  his  concubines  ;  and 
the  fame  dain  is  fadened  on  his  fucceffors,  even  to  Ssrda- 
napalus,  in  whofe  death  the  Affyrian  monarchy  differed 
an  interruption,  being  cantonifed  into  petty  royalties  by 
the  governors  of  provinces  ;  among  whom  thofe  who  af¬ 
firmed  the  crown  of  Babylon  were  of  mod  note,  in  regard 
they  fird  recovered  the  broken  empire  to  its  old  grandeur 
and  unity. 
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By  a  fucceffion  therefore  of  many  kings,  in  reference 
to  whofe  adlions  hiftory  is  filent,  the  monarchy  defcerided 
to  Merodac  Baladan,  in  whofe  days  happened  that  won¬ 
derful  retrogradation  of  the  fun,  mentioned  by  Hebrew 
writers  and  others,  which  occafioned  thofe  famous  con¬ 
troverts  among  the  philofophers  and  aftronomers  of  that 
age  mentioned  in  the  Perfian  chronicles;  for  they  obferv- 
ing  that  not  only  the  fun,  but  the  whole  planetary  fvf- 
tem,  and  all  the  fixed  liars,  went  back  at  the  fame  time, 
or  at  leafl  feemed  to  do  fo,  began  to  revive  that  curious 
queflion  about  the  motion  of  the  earth  which  the  Chal¬ 
deans  and  Gymnofophifls  of  India  had  flatted  before, 
when  the  fun  and  moon  flood  flill  at  the  burning  of 
Ida ;  and  it  was  concluded  by  fome  of  them,  that  the 
motion  of  the  earth  being  granted,  its  Handing  flill,  or 
going  back  at  thefe  extraordinary  times  would  folve  all 
the  aflronomical  appearances  better,  and  in  a  more  natu¬ 
ral  way,  than  by  fuppofing  fuch  a  prodigious  flop  to  be 
put  to  the  whole  celeflial  frame  at  one  time,  or  that  the 
everlafling  fpheres  fhould  be  rolled  backwards  at  the 
other. 

This  difpute  was  the  occafion  of  that  famous  conflux 
of  the  eaflern  fages  to  Babylon  mentioned  in  the  Perfian 
poets  and  hiflorians  ;  for  Baladan  being  very  inquifitive 
after  knowledge,  and  particularly  defirous  to  be  informed 
in  the  grounds  of  this  preternatural  appearance,  fent  mef- 
fengers  into  India,  Egypt,  Perfia,  and  all  kingdoms  where 
learning  flourifhed,  inviting  the  aflrologers,  priefls,  magi¬ 
cians,  prophets,  and  all  that  had  the  character  of  wife  men, 
to  come  to  his  court  at  Babylon,  where  they  were  magnifi¬ 
cently  entertained  ;  and  when  they  had  fully  fatisfied  all 
the  king’s  demands,  he  fent  them  away  laden  with  gifts 
and  prefents,  every  man  to  his  own  country. 
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Arkianus  fucceeded  Baiadan  in  the  kingdom  of  Baby¬ 
lon,  in  whofe  time  Ecbatan  was  built  :  To  him  fucceed¬ 
ed  Belithus,  Aphronadius,  Rigibelus,  Mefiifiimordacus ; 
after  whom  the  kingdom  was  again  tranflated  to  the  Af- 
fyrians,  in  the  reign  of  Efcharhaddon,  in  the  3323d  year 
of  the  world,  and  the  24th  olympiad.  During  the  em¬ 
pire  of  this  Efcharhaddon  the  Alfyrian  monarch,  Chalce- 
don,  that  lies  over-againft  the  imperial  city,  was  built  by 
the  Thracians,  in  the  25th  olympiad,  and  the  3329th  year 
of  the  world. 

To  Efcharhaddon  fucceeded  Saofduchinus,  Chylada- 
nus,  Nabopolafiar  ;  in  the  reign  of  which  laft,  Necho, 
King  of  Egypt,  attempted  to  cut  a  canal  from  the  Nile 
to  the  Red  Sea,  wherein  he  employed  an  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  Egyptians;  but  difcouraged  by  the  flow 
progrefs  they  made,  and  the  vaft  expences  he  was  at,  he 
gave  it  over. 

This  Nabopolafiar  once  more  raifed  the  kingdom  of 
Babylon  to  an  univerfal  monarchy,  for  before  his  time  it 
had  been  for  fome  years  in  the  hands  of  the  Affyrians  ; 
but  he  fubdued  all  Syria,  Phoenicia,  Judea,  and  Egypt, 
and  expelled  the  Scythians  out  of  Afia. 

To  him  fucceeded  his  fon  Nebuchadnezzar,  who  dream¬ 
ed  of  the  four  univerfal  monarchies  that  were  to  fucceed 
one  another.  In  his  reign  was  born  the  grand  Cyrus, 
who  raifed  the  Perfian  monarchy.  Of  him  it  is  recorded, 
that  one  night  he  dreamed,  “  the  fun  flood  at  his  feet, 
whom  when  Cyrus  thrice  attempted  to  lay  hold  on,  the 
fun  as  often  difappeared which  the  magi  interpreted  as 
a  fure  fign  that  he  Ihould  reign  thirty  years,  which  came 
to  pafs  accordingly. 

During  this  reign,  there  was  a  notable  duel  fought  be¬ 
tween  Pittacus,  one  of  the  feven  wife  men  of  Greece,  and 
Phrynon  the  moll  renowned  combatant  of  thofe  days,  for 
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for  he  always  won  the  prize  at  the  Olympic  games.  He 
was  general  of  the  Athenians,  and  being  puffed  up  with 
his  conilant  fucceffes,  he  defied  any  man  to  fingle  com¬ 
bat.  Fittacus  the  fage  accepted  the  challenge;  and  when 
they  were  hotly  engaged  in  the  field,  he  fuddenly  threw 
a  filken  net  over  Phrynon’s  head,  and  having  thus  entan¬ 
gled  him,  thruft  him  through  with  his  lance. 

This  was  that  great  Nebuchadnezzar,  who  having  be- 
fieged  and  taken  Jerufalem,  burnt  it  down  to  the  ground, 
razed  the  walls,  and  carried  away  all  the  Jews  with  their 
riches  into  captivity  to  Babylon. 

Afterwards  having  conquered  all  the  neighbouring  na¬ 
tions,  he  new-built  Babylon,  and  inclofed  it  with  three 
walls ;  he  alfo  built  thofe  pendulous  gardens,  renowned 
throughout  the  earth,  and  made  thofe  brazen  gates  which 
were  reckoned  among  the  wonders  of  the  world  :  But  at 
length,  being  puffed  up  with  the  thought  of  his  magnifi¬ 
cent  works,  he  was  metamorphofed  into  a  fatyr  or  fylvan, 
and  dwelt  feven  years  in  the  Defarts  of  Arabia,  being  a 
companion  of  the  brutes.  My  countrymen  fihow  the  pla¬ 
ces  of  his  wild  haunt  to  this  day,  having  received  it  by 
tradition  from  their  fathers.  They  fay  alfo,  that  Pare- 
miel,  the  angel  of  the  woods,  when  the  term  of  feven 
years  was  expired,  interceded  with  God  for  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar,  who  thereupon  turned  him  into  a  man  again,  and 
reftored  him  to  his  empire.  He  died  peaceably  in  the 
3442d  year  of  the  world,  and  the  43d  of  his  reign. 

To  him  fucceeded  Evil-Merodach,  Nerigliffor,  Labo- 
rofoarchod,  and  Labynitus,  in  whofe  time  there  was  war 
between  the  Babylonians  and  Perfians  ;  when  Cyrus,  af¬ 
ter  many  victorious  campaigns,  at  laft  laid  fiege  to  Ba¬ 
bylon,  took  the  city,  and  tranflated  the  empire  to  the 
Perfians  ;  and  having  fubdued  all  the  weft  of  Afia,  even 
to  the  Red  Sea,  he  died  at  feventy  years  of  age,  com- 
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manding  his  fervants  not  to  embalm  his  body,  nor  ufe 
any  coftly  pomp  at  his  funeral,  but  burying  him  decent¬ 
ly  like  a  man,  fhould  caufe  this  epitaph  to  be  written  on 
his  tomb  : 

O  mortals,  I  am  Cyrus  who  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Perfian 

monarchy,  and  was  emperor  of  all  Afia  ;  therefore  envy  me  not 

a  grave. 

To  him  fueceeded  Cambyfes  his  eldelt  fon,  who  march¬ 
ing  with  his  army  into  Egypt,  and  laying  fiege  to  Pelu- 
fium,  caufed  a  great  number  of  cows,  apes,  birds,  and 
other  animals,  to  be  placed  in  the  front  of  hi3  army, 
knowing  that  the  Egyptians  woi (hipped  fuch  for  gods, 
and  confequently  would  forbear  to  (hoot  their  arrows  thntf 
way  ;  by  which  ftratagem  he  took  the  city,  and  after¬ 
wards  conquered  all  Egypt,  carrying  away  many  thou- 
fands  of  the  Egyptians,  with  foreigners  rending  there, 
into  captivity,  among  whom  was  Pythagoras  the  phi- 
lofopher. 

After  this,  Cambyfes  fent  fpies,  under  the  notion  of 
ambafljdors,  to  the  King  of  Ethiopia,  with  rich  pre- 
fents  ;  but  the  king  fufpe&ing  what  was  their  buiinefs, 
took  a  bow  in  his  hand,  and  bent  it  as  '  -ugh  he  W'ould 
fhoot  ;  and  giving  it  to  the  fpies,  he  bid  them  carry  it 
to  their  mailer,  and  tell  him,  Phst  when  he  and  his 
Perlians  had  learned  to  bend  bo  .,  of  that  ttrength,  he 
might  tbiak  of  invading  Ethiopia,  and  not  before  :  or 
that  the  Ethiopians  were  giants  in  vigour.’'  And 
when  the  fpies  returned  1  Cambyfes,  ther  vas  io  man 
found  among  his  a  diers  which  was  abl  ,o  be-d  that  . 
bow;  yet  he  marched  dirc&ly  towards  uthiopia  with  a 
great  army,  part  of  which  was  overwhelmed  i  the;;*  ds 
of  the  defarts,  to  the  number  of  fifty  thoufan'.;,  ne 

reft  being  reduced  for  want  of  provilions  to  a  neceffity 
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of  eating  one  another,  he  returned  in  a  great  rage  to 
Memphis,  where  he  flew  Apis  the  god  of  the  Egyptians, 
and  caufed  his  priefts  to  be  maflacred  ;  he  alfo  flew  his 
own  brother,  and  killed  his  wife,  becaufe  {he  mourned 
for  him  ;  he  fhot  Prexafpes  through  with  an  arrow,  and 
commanded  twelve  Perfian  nobles  to  be  buried  alive  ;  he 
fet  fire  to  the  temples,  blafphemed  the  gods,  and  at  lalt 
killed  himfelf  by  an  accident  with  his  own  fword. 

After  his  death,  the  magi  crowned  one  of  their  own 
order,  and  fet  him  on  the  throne  of  Perfia,  giving  out 
that  he  was  Smerdis  the  younger  fon  of  Cyrus,  who  had 
been  murdered  by  the  command  of  his  brother  Camby- 
fes  ;  and  it  was  eafy  to  carry  on  the  fraud,  in  regard  the 
Perfian  kings  rarely  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  feen,  which  is 
a  cuftom,  thou  knoweft,  obferved  by  all  the  monarchs  in 
the  Eaft. 

One  Oftan,  a  Perfian  prince,  firft  difcovered  the  cheat 
by  means  of  his  daughter,  a  concubine  of  the  king  ;  for 
fhe,  by  his  inftru&ion,  found  out  that  the  king  had  no 
ears,  which  was  a  convincing  argument  that  he  was  one 
of  the  magi,  whole  ears  Cambyfes  had  commanded  to 
be  cut  off. 

This  Oftan  drawing  fix  other  princes  into  a  confpiracy, 
rufhed  into  the  palace,  and  killed  all  the  magi,  and  fingled 
out  of.  their  own  number  one  Darius,  the  fon  of  Hyftaf- 
pes,  to  fucceed  in  the  throne.  This  was  not  done  by  elec¬ 
tion,  but  by  lot  ;  for  they  agreed  to  meet  altogether,  one 
morning,  before  the  palace  gates,  on  horfeback,  and  that 
he  whofe  horfe  firft  neighed  after  the  fun  was  up,  fhould 
be  king.  This  fell  to  Darius’s  {hare,  by  the  ftratagem  of 
his  fquire  or  mailer  of  the  horfe  ;  then  the  other  princes 
crowned  him,  and  made  him  fwear  by  the  fun  and  the 
fire,  that  he  would  never  put  them  to  death,  or  deny 
them  his  prefence. 
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But  Darius  finding  himfelf  curbed  by  thefe  princes, 
was  refolved  to  rid  himfelf  of  fuch  dangerous  compa¬ 
nions ;  wherefore  he  caufed  a  ftove  to  be  built  on  purpofe 
for  a  banqueting-houfe,  and  fo  artificially  contrived,  that 
the  fire-place  being  under  the  banqueting-chamber,  fhould, 
in  fo  many  hours,  burn  afunder  the  pillars  that  fupported 
the  faid  chamber,  and  caufe  the  floor  to  fall  down  into 
the  fire  ;  then  he  invited  thefe  princes  to  a  feaft,  which 
he  held  in  his  banqueting-houfe,  and  was  merry  with 
them  till  the  fignal  was  given  for  him  to  depart;  at  which 
time  he  left  them  in  the  midfl:  of  their  mirth,  and  within 
a  while  after  he  was  gone,  the  floor  of  the  chamber  fell 
down,  with  all  that  were  in  it,  into  the  fire  underneath, 
where  the  princes  were  foon  confumed  to  afhes. 

After  this,  Darius  managed  all  the  affairs  of  his  em¬ 
pire  without  controul ;  he  ruled  over  all  the  provinces  of 
Afia,  from  India  to  Ethiopia,  containing  above  an  hun¬ 
dred  kingdoms  ;  he  extended  his  conquefts  to  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Greece,  and  fetting  forth  a  prodigious  fleet,  he 
failed  into  the  Mediterranean  and  Archipelago  ;  he  con¬ 
quered  the  iflands  of  the  ALgean  Sea,  reduced  Chalcedon, 
and  all  the  cities  along  the  Hellefpont  and  Propontis,  e- 
ven  Byzantium  itfelf,  the  prefent  feat  of  our  auguft  em¬ 
perors  ;  at  length,  having  reigned  profperoufly  thirty-fix 
years,  he  died,  and  left  Xerxes  his  fon  to  fucceed  him  in 
the  throne. 

Thou  feed,  great  guide  of  the  faithful,  that  I  have  not 
yet  reached  to  the  end  of  the  Perfian  monarchy,  whereas 
I  thought  to  have  comprehended  all  the  four  in  one  let¬ 
ter.;  for  I  have  only  touched  upon  the  moll  remarkable 
pafiages,  omitting  the  main  body  of  the  hiftory,  which  it 
would  be  too  tedious  for  thee  to  perufe. 

If  thou  approved;  what  I  have  written,  I  will  continue 
thus  to  abbreviate  the  hiflory  of  the  Perfian,  Macedonian, 
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and  Roman  empires  in  other  letters  ;  but  if  thou  thinkeft 
what  I  have  already  written  to  be  a  fufficient  model  for 
the  compilers  of  an  univerfal  hiftory,  I  fubryt  to  thy  ora- 
culous  appointments. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  pray  the  King  Eternal,  who  efta- 
bliihes  and  diffolves  ail  the  empires  in  the  world,  and  has 
put  into'  the  poffeffion  of  the  Grand  Signior  thofe  am¬ 
ple  tracks  of  the  earth  which  formerly  belonged  to  the 
fucceffive  monarchies,  to  extend  the  limits  of  the  mufful- 
man  empire  through  the  five  zones. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1670. 


IV. — To  M  irmadoun,  Santone  of  the  Vale  of  Sidon. 

It  was  a  long  time  before  I  could  find  out  .the  true  fecret 
of  human  happinefs;  I  have  for  man)  years  groped  after  it 
in  the  dark,  and  when  I  thought  1  enjoyed  a  profpedb  of 
it  as  clear  as  of  things  we  aifcern  in  the  light  of  a  mid¬ 
day  fun,  that  fun  was  little  better  than  the  fol  mortuorum 
of  the  ancient  Romans,  whofe  beams  ferved  only  to  give 
a  faint  mock  glimmering  to  the  ghofls  that  wander  on 
this  fide  Charon’s  ferry,  and  like  an  ignis  fatuu-  to 
miflead  them  up  and  down  in  the  dark  fuburbs  Oi  E  yfi- 
um,  the  fens  and  marfhes  of  the  Stygian  Lake  ;  fo  have  I 
ftraggled  all  my  life  through  unknown  ways,  feeking  the 
roar  to  heaven,  yet  finding  nothing  but  the  pamdife  of 
foots. 

Sometimes  I  thought  by  outward  works  of  virtue  to 
pi  'ify  myfclf,  and  gain  perfection.  I  was  p:  •  .  t  in 
obfi  mg  every  p,  .  cept  of  the  law,  and  performed  a  few 
a£h>  of  ape.frogat  Ion.  Confiding  too  much  n  the  fide¬ 
lity  ar.d  inviolable  faftnefs  cf  my  wings,  the  force  of  my 
religious  pa  ft  .  ft  formed  by  nature,  afterwards  im- 
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proved  by  pious  tutors,  I  ftrove  to  make  heroic  flights, 
and  foar  above  my  guide  ;  but  alas  !  they  were  mere  bor¬ 
rowed  feathers  which  bore  me  up  fo  long  ;  dead  artificial 
wings,  cemented  to  my  foul  only  by  education,  cuftom, 
and  the  pradtice  of  my  fathers ;  a  compofition  of  fpiritual 
wax  or  glue,  which  could  not  ftand  the  brunt  of  hot  and 
fiery  trials,  but  foon  diflolved  in  my  unwarrantable  bold 
approaches  to  the  fun  ;  fo  that,  in  fine,  my  wings  drop¬ 
ped  piece-meal  off,  and  I  had  the  fate  of  Icarus,  to  fall 
a  victim  to  my  own  obftinate  zeal  and  rafhnefs. 

Surely  our  fouls  are  like  the  Augean  liable,  •  which  no 
human  power,  art,  or  induftry  can  ever  cleanfe,  did  not 
the  meffengers  and  favourites  of  God,  like  Hercules, 
teach  us  the  method  of  opening  a  canal  from  heaven,  and 
letting  in  the  torrent  of  the  river  of  purification  from  pa- 
radife.' 

Our  vices,  hydra-like,  ftill  Hart  young  infant  heads,  as 
fall  as  we  cut  off  the  old  ;  whereas  our  virtues  are  like  the 
Venetian  treafure,  which  being  once  fhowed  to  the  Spa- 
nifh  ambaflador  in  many  coffers  of  filver,  gold,  and  jewels, 
the  wife  Caftilian,  defiring  to  fee  the  bottoms  of  thofe. 
wealthy  chefts  turned  up,  when  it  was  done,  made  this 
remark,  “  Your  riches  have  no  roots,  nor  grow,  like 
thofe  my  mailer  does  poffefs  in  the  Indies.”  So  are  all 
the  boafted  excellencies,  acquired  by  human  difcipline, 
more  inanimate  and  dead  than  the  artificial  productions 
of  minerals,  metals,  and  {tones.  No  traditional  chemiftry 
of  men  can  ever  revive  a  foul  that  is  dead  to  God.  Per¬ 
haps  fome  theological  Paracelfus,  Helmcnt,  or  Arabian 
Ifriqui,  may,  from  the  afhes  of  an  original  flower,  raife 
the  fantaftic  form  of  it  again,  I  mean  the  colour  and  con¬ 
texture  of  the  leaves ;  but  none  of  them  is  able  to  be¬ 
llow  the  vital  fap,  the  feminal  juice,  the  inward  virtue  of 
the  once  profperous  and  flourilhing  vegetable  ;  no  mortal 
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can  repair  what  Adam  once  detlroyed  ;  that  protoplaft 
has  ruined  us  all. 

Well  then,  mult  we  defpair  of  remedy  ?  Shall  we  de¬ 
camp,  and  fneakingly  retire  to  hell,  becaufe  we  cannot 
take  heaven  by  ftorm,  nor  undermine  it,  nor  have  re- 
courfe  to  ftratagems,  nor  bribe  the  garrifon,  nor  make  a 
party  amongft  the  celellal  burghers  ?  No,  let  us  rather 
lie  entrenched  within  ourfelves,  till  heaven  fliall  volunta¬ 
rily  open  its  gates,  and  fally  forth  in  love  to  invite  and 
lead  us  in. 

Oh !  thrice  happy  Santone,  thou  haft  experienced 
what  I  fay  ;  my  refolution  is  to  follow  thee,  by  fuffering 
myfelf  to  be  gradually  abdicated  from  the  world,  and 
from  my  own  will.  Vouchfafe  to  inftrudft  me  in  the  me¬ 
thod,  left  felf-love  mifguide  me  to  my  ruin. 

In  the  mean  while,  repofe  thou  in  the  bofom  of  God, 
which  is  the  bed-chamber  of  holy  fouls. 

Paris,  ift  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  167 o. 


V. — To  the  StuCTAR  Aga,  or  Sword-Bearer  to  the 
Sultan. 

I  shall  entertain  thee  now  with  a  medley  of  relations, 
fome  containing  news  of  the  freiheft  date,  others  only  in- 
forming  thee  of  things  done  many  moons  ago,  yet  plea- 
fant  enough  in  the  rehearfal.  However,  I  beg  of  thee  to 
accept  this  as  a  teftimony  of  my  devoir  and  regard,  in 
that  I  have  abundance  of  letters  to  write,  many  friends  to 
gratify,  and  cannot  fend  the  fame  matter  to  all.  I  am 
forced  to  parcel  out  my  intelligence,  and  fuit  every  let¬ 
ter  to  the  genius  and  ftation  of  him  to  whom  I  addrefs  ; 
knowing  therefore  thy  particular  inclinations,  I  lhall  pre- 
fent  thee  with  fomething  very  agreeable. 
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No  doubt  but  thou  art  acquainted  with  the  Chriftians 
carnival,  which  is  a  time  of  public  joy,  licentioufnefs,  and 
fport.  This  year  the  King  and  Queen  of  France  obferved 
it  with  wonderful  magnificence. 

Among  their  other  divertifements,  they  were  prefented 
with  a  play,  wherein  two  rival  princes,  by  an  ingenious 
emulation,  drove  to  outvie  each  other  in  regaling  a  prin- 
cefs  equally  beloved  by  both.  The  reprefentation  was 
very  fair,  and  full  of  majefty.  On  the  right  hand  of  the 
theatre  appeared  Apollo  in  the  air,  returning  to  his  hea¬ 
ven,  after  he  had  chafed  and  routed  all  the  Cyclops,  with 
the  ferpent  Python  ;  on  the  left  was  feen  the  fame  god  on 
the  top  of  Parnalfus,  in  the  midft  of  the  nine  mufes,  fcat- 
tering  flowers  on  the  arts  and  fciences,  which  were  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountain  ;  then  a  veil  being  drawn  afide,  dif- 
covered  a  -fea,  furprifingly  natural  and  fine,  in  the  midft 
of  which  the  gods  of  many  famous  rivers  appeared,  feat- 
ed  on  rocks,  with  Tritons  and  Cupids  ranged  on  each 
fide  upon  the  backs  of  dolphins  ;  then  from  above,  a- 
midfl;  the  clouds,  King  Atolus  appeared,  laying  his 
ftraight  commands  upon  the  winds,  that  they  immedi¬ 
ately  retire  into  their  caverns,  excepting  only  Zephyr, 
who,  for  his  foft  and  gentle  breezes,  was  permitted  to  be 
prefent  at  this  feaft  ;  after  which  came  Neptune  riding  in 
his  cockle  chariot,  drawn  by  four  fea-horfes,  attended  by 
a  train  of  gods  that  dwell  within  the  deep. 

Immediately  the  fcenes  changed  into  a  champaign,  re- 
prefenting  the  delicious  fields  of  Tempe,  where  a  mod 
excellent  and  agreeable  comedy  was  aided,  to  the  fatif- 
fadtion  of  all  the  court.  I  leave  the  dances,  inter¬ 
ludes,  and  other  novelties,  to  thy  imagination,  affuring 
thee  that  all  was  aftonilhing  and  magnificent. 

But  not  to  entertain  thee  longer  with  thefe  empty 
trifles,  I  ihall  now  acquaint  thee  with  fomelhing  of  im- 
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portance,  which  is  a  peace  concluded  between  this  king 
and  the  State  of  Algiers.  On  the  fecond  of  the  3d  moon, 
the  Count  de  Guiche  brought  the  ai'ticles  of  the  treaty 
to  the  king  from  the  hands  of  the  Marquis  del  Martel, 
lieutenant-general  of  the  French  fleet  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean. 

If  thou  wouldfl;  know  the  particulars  of  this  agreement, 
read  the  inclofed  paper  ;  as  for  matter  of  fadt,  all  the 
French  flaves  at  Algiers  were  immediately  releafed,  upon 
the  figning  and  fealing  the  treaty,  and  delivered  up  to  the 
French  commander,  with  fome  French  vefiels  alfo  which 
they  had  feized  ;  and  fo  dilhonourable  are  their  capitu¬ 
lations,  that  at  the  fame  time  they  have  yielded  up  a  fbip 
of  theirs  which  the  French  had  taken  from  them,  for 
ever  quitting  all  claim  to  it. 

In  the  beginning  of  May  the  king  took  his  journey  to 
Flanders,  to  vilit  his  new  conquefts  there.  This  put  his 
enemies  into  a  great  confternation,  fearing  that  he  had 
fome  deflgn  upon  them  ;  they  began  to  be  upon  their 
guard,  and  prepare  for  a  fudden  furprife  ;  but  the  king 
perceiving  their  alarm  by  his  fpies,  fent  them  affurance 
on  his  royal  word  that  he  would  do  them  no  violence  at 
this  time. 

However,  he  foon  after  fent  the  Marefchal  de  Crequi 
into  Lorrain,  with  a  force  confiderable  enough  to  reduce 
that  prince  to  reafon,  who  had  not  kept  his  parole  with 
him  in  feveral  inftances.  The  effedt  of  this  expedition 
was  the  reducing  Ponta-Moufon,  Efpinal,  Chafte,  Long- 
wy,  and  all  the  principality  of*  Lorrain,  to  the  French 
king’s  obedience  ;  fo  that  the  poor  duke  is  farced  to 
feek  his  refuge  in  foreign  courts. 

Noble  aga,  this  duke  is  not  to  be  pitied,  being  very 
ungrateful,  and  a  perfect  madman ;  he  owes  his  liberty 
and  life  to  the  King  of  France,  yet  could  not  forbear 
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plotting  againfl;  him  ;  now  he  is  defervedly  chaftifed  for 
his  folly.  So  may  all  thole  fuller  who  abufe  their  bene¬ 
factors  ;  hut  upon  the  benign  and  good  may  the  favours 
of  Heaven  re!t  till  the  fplitting  of  all  things. 

Paris,  13th  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1670, 


VI. — To  Isouf,  his  Kinfman,  a  Merchant  at  AJlracan. 

I  received  thy  letter,  and  perilled  it  with  much  com¬ 
placency,  finding  thy  fentiments  very  agreeable  to  reafon. 
Yet  give  me  leave  to  warn  thee  of  an  excefs  which  thou 
art  running  into  ;  for  I  have  had  experience  of  its  ill  con- 
fequence. 

Thy  Ioffes  have  made  thee  melancholy,  and  the  fraud¬ 
ulent  dealing  of  thy  correfpondents,  faflors,  and  fuppof- 
ed  friends,  has  taught  thee  to  declaim  againfl:  friendfhip, 
men,  and  bufinefs  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  it  feems  thou 
haft:  taken  a  refolution  to  abandon  all  worldly  affairs,  plea* 
fares,  and  engagements  whatfoever,  and  turn  faquir,  ere- 
mit,  or  dervife  at  leaft  ;  for  thou  art  difgufted  at  human 
l'ociety,  and  weary  of  all  things  but  folituue. 

I  mu  ft  confefs,  Ifouf,thefe  are  very  generous  thoughts, 
and  pious  refolves  ;  but  they  are  not  eafily  put  in  prac¬ 
tice  ;  they  are  undertakings  fit  only  for  perfeft  faints* 
men  of  unblemilhed  lives,  and  free  from  all  forts  of  vice, 
persons  who  have  a  flock  of  temperance,  chaftity,  pru¬ 
dence,  juftice,  fortitude,  patience,  humility,  and  all  the 
other  virtues,  a  fund  of  magnanimity,  which  can  never 
be  exhaufted  by  any  temptation,  difficulties,  or  perils  that 
ufually  affault  and  environ  fuch  as  enter  into  fo  auftere  a 
courfe  of  life. 

Wilt  thou  be  able  to  endure  the  unrelenting  rigid  cold 
of  winter  in  the  defart,  where  there  are  no  chimneys, 
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healths,  or  llGves,  or  any  other  method  of  keeping  fire 
to  warm  thee  by  :  Canft  thou  fuftain  the  raging  blafts  of 
Boreas  at  that  feafon,  or  the  killing  tempefts  of  north- 
eaftern  winds,  which  blow  from  far,  and  fill  the  air,  the 
earth,  and  fea,  with  baneful  mills,  frofts,  ice,  fnow,  fleet, 
and  other  chilling  meteors,  out  of  their  eternal  maga¬ 
zines,  within  the  ardlic  circle,  which  Ovid  calls  the  Fri¬ 
gid  Zone. 

There  are  many  other  extremities  to  which  a  man  is 
expofed  in  fuch  a  folitary  Hate  ;  nor  wilt  thou  be  lefs 
liable  to  inconveniencies  and  hardfliips  if  thou  Ihouldll 
ramble  as  a  faquir  up  and  down  the  world ;  much  lefs 
couldft  thou  endure  the  fad  refiraints  and  mortifications 
of  a  convent  ;  thou  wouldll  hardly  live  out  thy  noviciate 
with  patience.  It  goes  againft  the  grain  of  nature  to  o- 
bev  another’s  will  in  every  trifling  matter  that  he  com¬ 
mands  ;  thou  mull  not  eat  or  drink  but  thy  fuperior  will 
fet  the  place,  the  time  and  manner  of  thy  diet,  which 
will  be  irkfome  to  thy  free-born  foul ;  and  then  thou 
mull  forfake  thy  amorous  pleafures  for  ever  ;  forfwearing 
alfo  the  very  thoughts  of  money,  or  of  being  rich.  I 
tell  thee  thou  mull  rcfolve  to  become  a  religious  drone, 
fit  for  nothing  but  to  mumble  over  thy  beads,  or  turn 
the  fuperllitious  round  till  thou  art  giddy,  or  dance  an 
hour  together  to  the  nuific  of  a  thoufand  hues  and  heis, 
hoarfely  croaked  out  in  frantic  tones  by  thee,  and  all  thy 
brethren  dei  vifes,  till  ye  are  fick,  and  foam  at  mouth  ; 
then  your  devotions  are  thought  meritorious.  Canll  thou 
digell  thefe  facred  fooleries  1  or,  grant  this  to  be  a  ra¬ 
tional  fcrvice  of  the  Divinity,  as  fome  will  plead,  who 
fay  we  ought  to  employ  each  member,  and  all  our  facul¬ 
ties,  in  praifing  him  that  made  them,  yet  canll  thou 
brook  a  confinement  all  thy  days  to  this  religious  Hate  ? 

I  tell  thee,  Ifouf,  I  have  been  often  tempted  in  this 
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manner  to  forfake  the  fultan’s  fervice,  with  all  other  en¬ 
gagements  of  the  world,  and  throw  myfelf  into  a  con¬ 
vent,  or  fpend  the  refidue  of  my  days  in  fome  obfcure 
and  folitary  corner  of  a  defart,  yet  I  found  at  length  that 
this  was  nothing  but  delufion,  and  the  fubtle  fophikry  of 
that  malicious  demon  who  envies  man  his  happinefs  ;  it  is 
he  that  whifpers  arguments  of  difcontent  and  murmur¬ 
ing  into  our  fouls,  watching  his  opportunities  when  any 
thing  gives  us  exquifite  pain  or  grief,  to  drive  us  to  de- 
fpair. 

So  have  I  fometimes  laboured  under  an  intolerable 
anguifh  of  mind,  befides  the  fretting  maladies  of  fleih  and 
blood,  with  outward  croffes  in  my  fortune  ;  then  have  I 
wikied  myfelf  in  fome  dark  cavern  of  the  earth,  or  on 
the  folitary  top  of  Teneriff,  where  I  fhould  convert 
with  none  but  fpirits  and  demons  dwelling  above  the 
clouds ;  or  elfe  I  coveted  the  melancholy  retirements  of 
the  Lybian  Defalt,  which  affords  no  other  fociety  than 
that  of  lions,  tygers,  dragons,  and  other  beaks  of  prey. 

When  thefe  wilhes  have  appeared  too  extravagant  and 
wild,  I  then  retrenched  my  thoughts,  and  pitched  upon 
fotr.e  other  manner  of  life,  equally  promifing  comfort,  yet 
lefs  threatening  and  dangerous  ;  I  gave  myfelf  up  wholly 
to  prayer  and  faking  for  a  while,  thinking  to  hold  out 
thus  for  ever.  So  fenfible  a  pleafure  attends  thefe  exer- 
cifes,  that  at  certain  moments  a  man  is  all  rapture,  ec- 
ftacy,  and  I  know  not  what ;  he  is  apt  to  think  himfelf 
in  fome  new  world  ;  a  facrcd  pride  inveks  his  foul ;  he 
feems  all  majeky  within,  an  infeparable  companion  of  the 
immortals,  and  the  darling  friend  of  God  ;  whereas  all 
this  refults  but  from  the  ventilation  of  his  blood  by  vocal 
orifons,  and  is  no  more  than  a  mere  natural  operation, 
whereby  his  lungs  are  artificially  breathed,  and  gently  ' 
forced  to  difembogue  their  overheated  aits,  their  thick 
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caliginous  vapours,  which  fill  the  heart  and  all  the  reft  of 
the  vitals' with  feeds  01  melancholy,  fear,  fufpicion,  grief, 
and  other  doleful  paffions. 

But  mark  the  zealot,  when  his  prayers  are  over,  his 
raft  is  done,  and  all  his  fervent  pious  discipline  is  accom¬ 
pli:  ired,  how  like  an  hypocrite  he  looks  and  aids  ?  How 
formal  in  his  carriage,  or  at  leaft  how  vain  and  light  ?  He 
either  heaves  out  fulfome  hypochondriac  fighs,  with  fu- 
■percilious  looks,  and  chops  fet  like  the  furrows  of  a  four¬ 
faced  hadgi,  or  elfe  he  is  tickled  into  a  loud  ungo¬ 
vernable  laughter,  and  all  his  carriage  Is  ridiculous  and 
wanton ;  either  his  hunger,  third,  and  faintnefs,  the 
ufual  effeft  of  fuch  exceffive  devotion,  makes  him  pee- 
vifli,  choleric,  and  unmortified,  or  elfe  he  is  as  apifh  as  a 
cat. 

Human  nature  cannot  abide  long  in  the  fame  humour  ; 
and  thofe  that  feem  to  be  always  even-tempered  people, 
like  the  Cafpian  Sea  without  ebb  or  flow,  are  only  coun¬ 
terfeits  and  politicians.  There  is  an  art  to  conceal  one’s 
paffions,  but  there  is  none  that  can  annihilate  them  ;  we 
change  from  one  affedlion,  appetite,  and  defire  to  ano¬ 
ther  ;  our  inclinations  circulate  with  our  blood  ;  they 
are  tiansformed  each  minute,  hour,  and  day  ;  they  vary 
like  the  wind  and  weather  ;  therefore  never  think  of  tak¬ 
ing  an  eternal  pleafure  or  diftafte  in  any  thing  here  be¬ 
low.  Prayer  is  good  in  its  turn,  I  mean  the  vocal  afpi- 
rations  ;  fo  are  falling,  abftinence,  and  other  religious  fe  • 
verities ;  but  if  all  men  fliould  be  perpetually  at  thefe  ex- 
ercifes,  God  in  a  little  time  would  have  but  few  adorers 
on  earth  ;  the  ground  mull  be  left  untilled ;  the  fields 
would  quickly  bring  forth  crops  of  briars  and  weeds,  in- 
ftead  of  corn ;  the  gardens  then  muft  turn  to  wilder- 
nefies  ;  there  would  be  then  no  need  of  millers,  bakers, 
and  the  other  trades  whofe  livelihood  depends  upon  the 
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hufbandrtian  ;  and  10  for  want  of  proper  fuftenance  man¬ 
kind  muft  quickly  perifn. 

I  do  not  argue  againft  thofe  who  feem  to  be  confcel- 
lated  to  a  folitary  life,  or  by  forne  fpecial  grace  of  God 
are  ftrengthened  to  endure  the  conftant  hardships  of  an 
hermitage ;  fuch  as  the  illuftrious  and  great  Mohammed 
of  Mount  Uriel  in  Arabia,  who  is  our  holy  prophet’s 
tenant  and  fuccelfor  in  the  Cave  of  Wonders  ;  fuch  alfo 
is  Ilch  Rend  Hu,  the  celebrated  bramin  of  Cac’nemire  in 
India,  who  lives  on  the  top  of  an  high  mountain,  is  an 
hundred  and  twenty- three  years  old,  foretels  things  to 
come,  refolves  all  doubts,  gives  infallible  counfel,  heals 
divers  difeafes,  works  fome  miracles,  and,  in  fine,  fays 
and  does  all  things  by  a  fpirit  worthy  of  admiration. 

The  mountain  whereon  this  philofopher  or  prophet 
dwells  feems  to  be  the  land-mark  between  fummer  and 
winter  ;  for  one  fide  of  it  is  always  covered  with  fnow, 
the  other  with  bloffoms,  flowers,  herbage,  and  fruits  ; 
this  overlooking  a  fpacious  valley,  which  they  call  the 
Paradife  of  the  Eaft  ;  that  affording  a  profpeft  little 
more  agreeable  or  fair  than  what  the  poets  fpeak  of  the 
Riphean  Hilt. 

Ilch  Rend  Hu  has  his  habitation  in  a  eave  or  grot, 
whicR  paffes  through  the  rock,  as  Virgil’s  does  near 
Naples  in  Italy,  which  thou  haft  feen. 

In  this  myfterious  ftation  lie  appears  like  iEoIus  lord 
of  the  weather ;  for  it  is  certain  he  commands  the  winds 
to  blow  or  ceafe  at  the  leaff  word  within  the  verge  of  his 
aecuftomed  walks.  If  any  perfon  dare  profane  the  fllence 
of  the  place  with  words,  or  other  ruder  noife,  they  are  im¬ 
mediately  furprifedwith  dreadful  ftorms  of  thunder,  light¬ 
ning,  wind,  and  rain  ;  fuch  as  feem  to  threaten  the  dif- 
folution  of  all  things  ;  which  makes  all  men  in  thofe 
parts  hold  Ilch  Rend  Hu  in  great  veneration  ;  he  is  the 
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oiily  oracle  of  the  Indies  ;  they  refort  to  him  from  the 
neighbouring  provinces  and  kingdoms  in  all  their  difficul¬ 
ties  ;  the  grandees  of  Perlia,  Tibet,  and  Cathay,  fend  to 
him  honourable  prefen ts,  defiring  diis  counfel  in  matters 
of  peace  and  war  ;  nay,  they  make  devout  pilgrimages  to 
him  from  the  kingdoms  of  Tonquin  and  China;  he  is 
the  Apollo  cf  the  Ealt. 

Ifouf,  it  would  be  fome  encouragement  for  thee  and 
me  to  embrace  a  fclitary  life,  if  we  might  ever  hope  to 
attain  fuc’n  wonderful  perfections;  but  as  we  have  hither¬ 
to  lived  in  the  world,  and  ftained  ourfelves  with  the  com¬ 
mon  -vices  of  mortals,  we  cannot  prefume  to  merit  thefe 
extraordinary  favours  ;  our  old  habits  are  rooted  in  us, 
and  if  we  have  time  and  ftrength  to  plant  new  ones  in 
their  Head,  yet  they  will  not  grow  up  to  maturity  but 
with  many  years  ;  for  believe  me,  coufin,  nobody  becomes 
a  devil  or  a  faint  all  at  once. 

Paris,  6th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1670. 


VII. — To  the  Chiaus  Bassa. 

It  appears  that  the  King  of  France’s  foitur.e  not  only 
procures  him  conftant  victories  and  triumphs  in  Europe, 
but  fuch  a  renown  and  character  in  foreign  countries,  as 
ftimulates  the  molt  remote  princes  and  puiflant  monarchs 
of  the  earth  to  court  his  alliance  and  friendlhip. 

Here  is  at  this  prefent  an  ambalfador  come  from  the 
coafts  of  Guinea  in  Afric,  being  fent  by  the  King- of 
Arder,  one  of  the  greateft  fovereigns  in  thofe  parts,  pof- 
feffing  an  abfolute  and  uncontroulable  authority  over  his 
fubjeCts,  as  the  Grand  Signior  does  over  the  faithful  Of- 
mans;  but  we  will  not  compare  the  narrow  limits  of  his 
dominion  with  the  vaft  and  unbounded  extent  of  the  muf- 
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fulman  empire,  the  inheritance  of  our  fublime  fultan,  the 
lord  of  the  globe  at  large  ;  fuffice  it  that  this  black  prince 
is  a  wife  man,  defcended  of  a  race  of  fages,  and  that 
policy  of  ftate  is  as  natural  to  him  as  common  craft  or 
cunning  to  the  meaneft  of  the  vulgar  ;  he  knows  how  to 
make  war  or  peace  abroad,  and  to  keep  his  fubjeits  in 
awe  at  home. 

Surely  there  is  a  force  and  charm  in  the  derivative 
blood  of  heroic  and  wife  anceftors,  which  fecretly  infpires 
their  offspring  with  maxims  and  principles  agreeable  to 
the  inclinations,  aims,  and  purpofes  of  the  family  from 
whence  they  defcend  ;  and  where  it  is  experienced  other- 
wife,  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  change  of  climate,  unhappy 
marriages,  or  fome  over-ruling  misfortunes  in  the  world, 
have  caufed  the  degeneracy  ;  for  fo  fome  noble  vegetables 
ofAfia,and  other  quarters  of  the  earth,  lying  near  the  fun, 
will  not  profper  if  once  tranfplanted  into  the  cold  and 
barren  foils  of  northern  Europe.  Thus  poverty,  dif- 
grace,  and  other  abjeit  circumftances,  chill  the  greatefl 
fpirits,  and  fpoil  their  growth  ;  yet  there  is  an  inborn 
excellency  in  fome  natures,  which  with  evennefs  fupports 
the  {trokes  of  fortune,  and  pufhes  through  all  difficulties 
to  attain  its  end. 

So  this  great  African  king,  informing  himfelf  not  only 
by  French  veffels  trading  in  his  ports,  but  alfo  by  other 
fhips  of  Chriitendom,  of  the  grandeur  of  the  French 
king,  his  wealth  and  puifTance  by  fea  and  land,  with  the 
vaft  interefl  and  traffic  he  has  in  both  the  Indies,  thought 
it  high  time  to  feek  his  friendfhip,  whole  enmity  would 
in  all  probability  be  very  fatal  to  him  ;  for  he  had  heard 
of  his  conquefts  far  and  wide.  It  is  no  matter  whether 
by  valour  or  good  conduit  we  make  ourfelves  happy  ; 
one  is  as  laudable  as  the  other,  in  the  unequal  war  we 
are  engaged  in  with  fate,  providence,  .and  chance,  with 
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angels,  men,  and  devils,  with  heaven,  earth,  and 
hell. 

I  fpeak  this  in  reference  to  the  celebrated  prowefs, 
magnanimity,  riches,  and  firength  of  this  negro  king, 
who  need  not  yield  to  the  King  of  Benin,  his  next 
neighbour,  and  the  moil  potent  of  ail  the  fouth-weftern 
mai'itime  princes  of  Afric,  nor  to  any  of  his  other  neigh¬ 
bours  beiides,  yet  could  not  think  himfelf  fafe,  or  be  at 
red,  till  he  had  fent  his  embaffy  to  the  King  of  France, 
offering  his  lands,  his  havens,  his  feas,  and  whatfoevcr 
was  within  his  jurifdiftion,  to  this  great  monarch. 

The  addrefs  which  his  ambaffador  made  to  the  French 
king  deferves  remark  ;  for  after  the  ufual  obeifances  at 
the  foot  of  the  throne,  he  went  up  three  fleps,  and  then 
proflrating  himfelf  three'  times  on  his  face  and  belly, 
he  clapped  his  hands  in  token  of  reverence,  and  put 
his  fingers  on.  his  eyes,  to  fhow  that  he  was  not  able 
to  behold  the  luftre  of  fo  much  majefly.  This  is  the 
French  interpretation  of  his  carriage  ;  but  I  tell  thee  it 
was  rather  defigned  as  a  precedent  to  the  French  ambaf- 
fadors  if  any  fhould  be  fent  to  Guinea,  where  it  is  the 
cuftom  of  the  country  for  all  foreign  miniflers  to  obferve 
the  fame  ceremonies  to  the  King  of  Arder,  and  other 
princes  his  neighbours. 

Thefe  Europeans,  becaufe  they  firfl  found  out  the  art 
of  navigation,  or  at  leafl  firfl  improved  it  to  the  difco- 
very  of  many  remote  countries,  value  themfelves  too 
high,  imagining  that  all  the  nations  formerly  unknown 
are  feels,  and  know  not  themfelves  and  their  own 
llrength.  They  thought  it  was  impoffible  to  find  in 
Afric  or  America  empires,  kingdoms,  and  common¬ 
wealths,  as  ilrong  and  well  governed  as  thofe  in  the  he¬ 
ritage  of  Japhet  ;  but  it  is  a  damned  miflake  ;  for  the 
Moil  High  is  impartial  in  the  dillribution  of  his  gifts  and 
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favours.  Thofe  defpicable  blacks,  whom  all  the  princes 
and  nobles  of  Europe  and  Afia  buy  as  Haves,  being  born 
of  the  vulgar,  are  nevertheless  come  out  of  regions 
where  power,  riches,  and  wifdom,  are  as  much  in  their 
zenith  as  in  thefe  weftern  countries. 

They  are  all  outwardly  fleih  and  blood  as  we  are,  not- 
withilanding  the  contrariety  of  our  colours  ;  and  as  for 
their  fouls,  they  are  even  juft  as  capable  of  knowledge 
and  ignorance,  reafon  and  folly,  vice  and  virtue,  piety 
and  profanenefs,  fuperftition  and  atheifm,  as  we  are,  who 
pretend  to  be  lords  of  the  world,  and  all  things. 

May  thou  and  I  praflife  moderation,  and  not  contemn 
any  of  human  race,  though  they  be  the  caphirs  of  Mo- 
fambique  ;  but  let  us  always  remember  the  old  Turkifh 
proverb,  “  That  it  is  not  good  or  fafe  to  point  in  moc¬ 
kery  behind  the  Grand  Signior’s  back.”  Adieu. 

Paris,  3d  of  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1670. 


VIII. — To  Mohammed,  the  iltiijlrious  Solitary  of  Mount 
Uriel  in  Arabia. 

T he  grand  root  of  the  common  injuftice  which  men  are 
guilty  of  in  reference  to  the  beaits,  and  of  the  intempe¬ 
rance  with  which  they  corrupt  themfelves,  I  perceive  is 
a  falfe  principle  which  they  have  ellablilhed,  denying 
the  capacity  and  ufe  of  reafon  to  all  living  creatures  bur 
themfelves. 

This  error  was  firft  publicly  maintained  by  the  Peripa¬ 
tetics,  Stoics,  and  Epicureans,  and  afterwards  by  Clau¬ 
dius  of  Naples,  out  of  a  particular  averlion  they  had  for 
the  do&rines  of  Pythagoras  and  Empedocles,  two  famous 
patrons  of  abftinence. 

Heraclitus  Ponticus  undertook  to  explain  the  fenti- 
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ments  of  the  former  fedts,  and  Hermachus  thofe  of  the 
latter ;  but  both  of  them  feem  to  confide  more  in  the 
little  tricks  and  arts  of  fophiftry  than  to  ufe  true  rea- 
fon ;  for  at  the  firit  effay  of  their  Ikill,  they  ftrive  to 
call;  a  miff  in  the  reader’s  eyes,  by  dividing  the  genera¬ 
tions  of  living  creatures  into  fuch  as  are  endowed  with 
the  faculty  of  reafon,  and  fuch  as  want  it ;  whereas  thou 
knoweft  it  is  an  indubitable  maxim  in  the  ealtern  philofo- 
phy,  that  every  thing  which  partakes  of  fenfe  has  alfo 
reafon  ;  for  it  is  the  mind  alone  which  fees,  hears,  & c. 
the  body  of  itfelf  being  deaf,  blind,  and  void  of  all  fenfe. 
It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  fince  the  beafts  do  fee,  hear, 
and  perform  all  other  actions  of  fenfe,  they  have  alfo 
what  the  Greeks  call  *»{,  or  the  mind,  in  them,  which  is 
the  very  feminary  or  native  feat  of  reafon. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  we  cannot  affirm  that  they  poffefs  a 
reafon  fo  perfedt  as  ours,  fince  that  perfection  is  acquired 
by  diicipline,  which  the  generality  of  the  brutes  want  ; 
they  have  no  colleges  or  fchools  where  the  arts  and  fci- 
ences  are  profeffed  and  taught  by  rules ;  nature  is  their 
only  fchoolmiftrefs,  and  they  learn  her  inftrudtions  with 
abundance  of  promptnefs  and  fagacity  ;  they  are  educated 
in  the  open  elements,  as  in  an  academy  or  univerfity* 
founded  by  the  Creator  of  all  things,  where  every  thing 
they  encounter  ferves  as  a  book  to  teach  them  all  the 
knowledge  which  is  neceffary  to  their  well-being  on 
earth,  and  they  need  no  more. 

It  is  manifeft  alfo  that  fome  fpecies  and  individuals  are 
more  capable  of  learning  what  is  taught  them  than  o- 
thers ;  even  as  we  difcern  the  fame  difference  among  the 
various  nations,  families,  and  perfons  of  men.  But  we  do 
not  ufe  to  fay  of  inanimate  things,  that  this  piece  of  wood 
is  more  apt  to  learn  than  another,  as  a  dog  is  more  tract¬ 
able  and  docile  than  a  hog nor  of  immoveable  things, 
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that  this  is  flower  th  that  ;  nor  of  things  which  want 
fenfe,  that  a  hone  is  duller  of  apprehenfion  than  a  piece 
of  iron.  So  could  we  not  properly  affirm  of  animals, 
that  one  is  more  crafty  and  fagacious  than  another,  more 
provident,  chafre,  temperate,  cleanly,  and  the  like  epi¬ 
thets,  if  they  were  not  by  nature  capable  of  knowledge 
and  virtue  :  And  yet  we  daily  fee  all  this  is  true,  in  com¬ 
paring  one  fpecies  of  living  creatures  with  another,  nay, 
and  one  individual  of  the  fame  kind  with  fome  of  its  fel¬ 
lows. 

When  Antipater  accufed  afles  and  hogs  of  naftinefs, 
he  did  not  confider  how  accurately  nice  and  curious  the 
lynxes  and  cats  are,  which  with  fo  much  diligence  and 
care  hide  their  excrements,  that  they  can  never  be  feen 
or  fmelt  again  ;  fo  the  fwallows  teach  their  young  to 
mute  over  the  brims  of  the  ned  ;  all  which  are  arguments 
of  their  prudence  and  diferetion.  Doubtlefs  every  ani¬ 
mal  has  its  peculiar  gift  and  excellency  ;  one  is  more 
quick-fighted  than  another  ;  this  has  better  ears  than 
that  ;  a  third  furpaffes  in  the  goodnefs  of  his  fmell,  or 
the  fwiftnefs  of  his  feet.  Let  not  vain  man  therefore 
boad  and  infult,  as  if  he  were  the  foie  engroffer  of  all 
wifdom  and  virtue,  fmee  the  beads  of  the  field,  the  birds 
of  the  air,  the  fifli  of  the  fea,  with  all  the  generations 
of  reptiles*  infeffs,  and  whatfoever  is  endowed  with  life 
and  fenfe,  poffefs  their  fhares  as  well  as  he. 

It  is  manifed  alfo  that  there  are  various  principles  of 
folly,  injudice,  and  all  manner  of  ignorance,  error,  and 
vice,  in  human  nature,  equal  to  what  we  can  poffibly 
find  in  the  red  of  animals,  whom  we  fo  much  defpife  ; 
and  it  is  a  quedion  whether  even  the  very  fea-horfe,  who 
murders  his  father,  and  for  that  reafon  was  by  the  ancient 
Egyptians  made  the  hieroglyphic  of  impiety,  may  not 
judly  exchange  his  charafler  with  fome  of  human  race,, 
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who  make  their  parents  the  continual  martyrs  to  their 
ambition,  pride,  envy,  avarice,  and  other  vices. 

I  would  fain  know  whether  any  man  would  not  take  it 
ill  to  be  told  he  is  blind  and  deaf,  becaufe  he  cannot  fee 
and  hear  fo  quick  as  fome  of  the  beads ;  or  that  he  is  a 
cripple,  becaufe  he  cannot  outrun  a  hart  ?  Certainly  a 
ftrong  man  deferves  that  character,  though  he  cannot 
pretend  to  match  the  strength  of  a  camel  or  an  elephant. 
And  fliall  we  then  fay  that  the  beads  have  no  reafon 
or  virtue,  becaufe  they  cannot  difcover  thofe  qualities  fo 
artidcially  as  men  ? 

Beftaes,  do  not  all  privations  fuppofe  fome  habits  ? 
and  is  not  madnefs  a  privation  of  the  habits  of  reafon 
and  prudence  ?  If  therefore  dogs,  bulls,  foxes,  and  other 
animals,  are  known  to  be  fometimes  mad,  fliall  we  think 
it  lefs  fit  to  fay  of  them,  that  they  are  out  of  their 
minds  or  wits,  than  to  affirm  the  fame  of  men  ?  and  if 
compos ,  or  non  compos  mentis,  are  proper  expreffions  of  any 
bead  when  it  is  fober  or  mad,  who  that  is  not  deprived 
of  reafon  Limfelf  can  deny  that  they  have^the  pofieffion 
of  that  faculty  by  nature,  as  well  as  he  ? 

As  oft  as  I  trouble  thee  with  letters  on  this  fubjedl, 
thou  mayed  conclude  I  am  newly  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of 
my  error,  in  not  religioully  obferving  the  facred  inditu- 
tion  of  abdinence,  which  ought  to  be  the  natural  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  thoughts ;  for,  in  a  word,  if  it  be  law¬ 
ful  to  kill  the  animals  for  the  fake  of  food,  I  think  we 
may  as  well  turn  cannibals,  and  eat  the  flefh  of  our  pur- 
chafed  flaves,  or  of  our  captive  enemies,  over  whom  we 
have,  by  the  law  of  nations,  an  equal  right,  as  to  their 
life  and  death,  as  over  our  beads. 

Abdemious  fage,  I  leave  thee  to  the  divine  infpirations 
of  the  genius  which  poffeffes  that  Holy  Cave  ;  I  leave 
fhee  to  the  facred  whifpers  of  winds  from  Eden,  and  to 
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the  fvveets  of  an  innocent  folitude,  which  admits  no  other 
-fociety  than  that  of  angels  or  beafts. 

Paris,  26th  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1671. 


IX. — To  Zeidi  Alamanzi,  a  Merchant  at  Venice. 

I  received  thy  laft  difpatclv  which  informs  me  that 
thou  art  commanded  to  remove  from  Venice  with  all 
fpeed  poffible,  and  to  viiit  Naples,  Genoa,  Rome,  Padua, 
Milan,  Florence,  with  the  other  chief  cities  of  Italy  ;  in 
fine,  that  thou  art  not  to  make  a  long  refidence,  or  take 
up  thy  abode  any  where,  but  after  the  manner  of  a  tra¬ 
veller,  to  be  always  in  a  moving  pofture  from  place  to 
place,  from  one  province  and  principality  to  another,  that 
thou  mayeft  take  a  juft  eftimate  of  the  ilrength  and  riches 
of  each  Hate  through  which  thou  (halt  pafs  ;  that  thou 
mayeft  dive  into  their  counfels,  obferve  their  motions, 
watch  their  defigns,  and  tranfmit  thy  remarks  to  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  auguft  divan,  the  myfterious  cabinet  of  the 
earth’s  great  fovereign. 

There  may  be  lefs  of  profit  in  fuch  a  peregrination  for 
the  prefent,  than  in  thy  conftant  refidence  at  Venice, 
where  thou  art  eftablifhed  in  a  fettled  way  of  merchan- 
dife  ;  but  thou  wilt  find  abundance  more  pleafure  ;  and 
if  thou  acquitteft  thyfelf  fuccefsfully,  the  Grand  Signior 
will  reward  thy  merit.  Befides,  thou  mayeft  meet  with 
a  thoufand  opportunities  of  traffic  even  in  thy  travels  ; 
an  adlive  and  diligent  fpirit  cannot  fail  of  means  to  ad¬ 
vance  its  own  intereft  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and  thou 
doft  not  want  a  ftock  of  money  to  fupport  thy  honeft  un¬ 
dertakings. 

Thou  wilt  meet  with  a  new  fort  of  Italians  where- 
ever  thou  {halt  fet  thy  foot,  that  people  being  ftrangely 
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mixed,  and  defcending  from  feveral  nations.  Every  ci¬ 
ty  has  a  different  genius,  which  is  fo  remarkable  and 
confpicuous,  that  they  have  all  got  peculiar  epithets ;  as 
Rome  the  Holy,  Naples  the  Gentle,  Florence  the  Fair, 
Bologna  the  Fat,  Milan  the  Large,  Ferrara  the  Civil, 
Bergamo  the  Subtle,  Genoa  the  Proud,  Padua  the 
Strong,  Siena  the  Studious,  Mantua  the  Glorious,  Luc¬ 
ca  the  Indtfftrious,  Raveima  the  Mild,  Capua  the  Amo¬ 
rous,  Urbin  the  Loyal,  Verona  the  Worthy*  Brefcia  the 
Fortified,  Friuli  the  Wanton,  Rimini  the  Good  ;  and  fo 
of  the  reft. 

Beware  of  contracting  friendfhip  with  any  Italian  -;  and 
if  thou  doit  engage,  be  cautious  how  thou  giveft  a  ju ft 
offence.  Thou  canfl  not  be  too  tender  in  this  point  ; 
for  as  the  Italians  are  very  conftant  where  they  have  once 
pitched  their  affedtion,  fo  are  they  inexorable  in  their  re¬ 
venge,  where  they  apprehend  their  love  abufed  ;  and 
they  are  the  molt  jealous  people  in  the  world.  If  then 
haft  made  two  falfe  fteps,  never  feek  to  repair  thy  fault 
by  after-fubmifiions,  but  fly  ;  for  thou  halt  wounded  his 
foul,  and  he  will  never  pardon  thee,  or  let  thee  live  to 
be  guilty  of  another  affront.  They  have  a  common  max¬ 
im  in  this  cafe,  “  He  that  wrongs  me  twice,  it  is  his 
fault  ;  but  if  I  let  him  injure  me  the  third  time,  the 
blame  is  my  own.” 

The  wifeft  Courfe  is  to  be  civil  and  modeftly  referved, 
not  to  be  too  frank  and  open  in  difeourfe,  or  loofe  in  car¬ 
riage  ;  for  this  lays  a  man  naked,  and  expofes  him  to 
the  contempt  and  cenfure  of  fuch  as  are  more  compof- 
ed  and  recollected  ;  and  this  is  the  peculiar  character  of 
the  Italians,  “  That  they  think  more  than  they  fpeak, 
and  are  many  times  digufted  at  the  perfen  on  whom  they 
fmile.” 
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When  thou  art  on  the  roads  in  Apulia  and  Campania, 
when  thou  beholdeft  the  beauties  of  that  luxuriant  foil, 
and  thy  fmell  is  ravifned  with  the  fragrant  odours  of  the 
hedges,  and  adjoining  groves,  think  on  elyfuun,  para- 
dife,  or  whatfoever  place  nature  has  made  delightful, 
and  fay  it  muft  be  in  this  country,  or  in  fome  region  very 
like  it. 

As  thou  fojourneft  at  Naples,  remember  with  what 
pleafure  Virgil  paffed  away  his  time  there  ;  it  was  in  that 
happy  air  that  Horace  penned  his  admirable  poems;  there 
Livy  wrote  the  Roman  Hillory,  and  Seneca  his  Morals  ; 
from  thence  we  have  the  works  of  Statius,  Claudian, 
Laurentius  Valla,  and  many  other  learned  writers. 

Forget  not,  when  thou  art  at  Genoa,  the  former  glory 
of  that  commonwealth,  how  once  fhe  did  poffefs  Sardi¬ 
nia,  Cyprus,  Lefbos,  Chios,  and  did  extend  her  conquefts 
to  Pera  near  Conilantinople  ;  how  fhe  entered  the  Black 
Sea,  planted  a  colony  of  Genoefe  at  Caffa,  and  ftretchcd 
her  dominion  to  the  river  Tanais. 

Thou  wilt  find  matter  of  contemplation  in  Pifa,  Mi¬ 
lan,  Padua,  and  all  the  cities  of  Italy  ;  but  when  thoil 
art  at  Rome,  it  would  be  a  kind  of  facrilege  not  to  call 
back  thy  eyes,  and  view  her  ancient  glory,  when  fhe  was 
the  miftrefs  of  the  world,  when  fhe  had  three  millions  of 
men  within  her  walls,  and  an  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
gold  in  yearly  revenue  ;  when  fne  kept  in  conftant  pay, 
at  home  and  abroad,  fix  hundred  five-and-forty  thoufahd 
men.  Her  foreign  conquefts  may  be  numbered  by  her 
domeftic  triumphs,  which,  from  Romulus  her  founder 
to  Auguftus  Cffifar,  were  not  lefs  than  three  hundred. 
Julius  Csefar  augmented  the  public  treafury  with  forty 
millions  of  gold.  In  the  reign  of  Aurelianus,  this  city 
was  fifty  miles  in  compafs,  and  the  number  of  her  inhabi¬ 
tants  increafed  to  four  millions  ;  and  they  were  prodigi- 
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oufly  enriched  with  the  fpoils  of  their  enemies.  Seneca, 
when  he  died,  left  feven  millions  and  five  hundred 
thoufand  crowns  behind  him  ;  Claudius  Ifodorus,  though 
much  exhaufted  by  the  civil  wars,  yet  left  four  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  feventeen  flaves,  three  thoufand  and  fix- 
ty  yoke  of  oxen,  and  of  other  cattle  two  hundred  and 
fifty-feven  thoufand.  There  were  commonly  kept  in 
Rome  five  hundred  gladiators,  a  thoufand  bears,  and  an 
hundred  lions ;  there  were  always  five  hundred  men  em¬ 
ployed  in  looking  after  the  aquedudls  and  baths  of 
Rome. 

'When  Cyneas,  the  ambaffador  of  Pyrrhus,  had  viewed 
^he  city  round,  and  was  afked  what  he  thought  of  Rome, 
he  anfwered,  “  I  think  all  Rome  is  but  one  temple, 
(for  there  were  above  four  hundred  in  the  city);  her  fe- 
nate  is  an  affembly  of  kings ;  fine  is  the  beauty  of  the 
whole  earth ;  the  flower  of  mankind  dwell  within  her 
walls.” 

Zeidi,  this  was  the  date,  this  the  grandeur  and  mag¬ 
nificence  of  Pagan  Rome  ;  but  fince  the  incurfions  of  the 
Goths  and  Vandals,  the  Lombards,  Hunns,  and  other 
barbarous  nations  of  the  North,  Rome’s  glory  is  eclipf- 
ed,  her  honour  laid  in  the  dull  ;  whereas  before,  fhe  lift¬ 
ed  up  her  ftately  creft  on  feven  high  hills,  now  fhe  is  fain 
to  ftoop,  being  humbly  feated  in  the  plain  of  Campus 
Martius,  being  not  by  a  fifth  part  fo  large  as  formerly, 
nor  yet  fo  populous. 

All  over  Italy  thou  wilt  meet  with  relics  of  the  ancient 
Roman  majefty  and  greatnefs ;  and  in  fome  places  thou 
mayeft  encounter  perfons  of  great  extradiion,  but  very 
poor,  who  may  not  unfitly  be  called  the  ruins  of  ancient 
nobility ;  fuch  as  the  MarquifTes  of  Ceva,  the  Earls  of 
Piacenza,  and  the  Knights  of  Bologna,  who  are  become 
the  proverb  of  illuftrious  poverty.  Such  alfo  are  the 


Book  III. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


l6l 

Counts  of  Lufigniani,  three  of  whom  were  once  feen  up¬ 
on  a  fig  tree,  eating  the  figs  to  keep  them  from  ftarving ; 
and  many  Italian  lords  get  their  livelihoods  by  felling 
of  ptifans,  lemonades,  effences,  powders,  and  other  re- 
frefhments  to  the  gentry ;  yet  they  are  proud,  and 
when  any  one  addreffes  to  them,  he  mult  entitle  them, 
Molt  excellent,  Molt  illultrious,  or  elfe  they  will  frown, 
and  be  affronted. 

Zeidi,  if  ever  it  be  thy  fortune  to  be  made  a  lord,  I 
pray  Heaven  give  thee  an  eftate  anfwerable  to  the  title  ; 
for  a  lord  without  riches  is  like  a  foldier  without  arms, 
very  ridiculous. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1671. 


X. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

Thi  s  day  fomething  has  happened  to  me  very. prodigi¬ 
ous,  and  I  know  not  what  to  make  of  it.  About  the 
hour  of  Quindinamafi,  I  was  fuddenly  taken  with  ftrange 
fits  of  vomiting ;  my  ftomach  was  in  a  prodigal,  or  ra¬ 
ther  a  philofophical  humour,  refolving  to  call  off  all  fu- 
perfluities,  and  only  retain  what  was  neceffary  to  its  eafe 
and  welfare  in  this  life  ;  I  laboured  under  a  thoufand  hor¬ 
rid  agonies,  which  made  me  fear  that  either  an  impoft- 
hume  was  the  caufe  of  fuch  violent  convulfions,  or  at 
leall  that  they  would  end  in  opening  the  inward  fiuiees  of 
my  blood,  by  too  much  forcing  of  the  pefforal  veins. 

Whilft  I  was  bufied  thus  with  fad  prefages  of  a  hidden 
death,  (for  I  dread  to  be  fo  unawares  thruft  out  of  the 
world)  I  longed  and  paffionately  languiflred  for  an  A- 
rabian  orange. 

It  happened  at  the  fame  time  my  mother  Oucoumiche, 
Daria,  and  Eliachim  the  Jew,  were  with  me  inmy  cham- 
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ber,  and  had  been  there  an  hour ;  they  all  Hood  at  the 
window  to  fee  a  proceffion  that  was  going  by  ;  but  when 
they  heard  the  draining  noife  I  made,  immediately  they 
ran  to  my  bed-fide,  as  human  nature,  curiofity,  or  paf- 
fion,  ufes  to  prompt  in  fuch  like  cafes. 

With  a  faint  broken  voice  I  told  them  what  I 
wilhed  for ;  Eliachim  forthwith  gave  order  to  his  boy 
that  waited  in  an  anti-chamber,  to  run  with  fpeed,  and 
buy  the  beft  Arabian  oranges  he  could  find. 

The  arch  young  lad  was  gone  full  thirteen  minutes  by 
my  watch,  and  then  returned  with  half  a  dozen  oranges 
of  Spain  (for  he  could  get  no  other)  ;  but  Heaven,  as  I 
have  reafon  to  think,  fupplied  his  negligence  and  un- 
fuccefsful  marketing ;  for  long  before  he  came  with 
that  four,  crabbed  fruit,  Daria  fpied  an  orange  of  Ara¬ 
bia  on  the  table. 

Nobody  knew  from  whence  it  came,  or  what  kind 
hand  had  laid  it  there;  they  were  all  equal  witneffes,  that 
there  was  no  fuch  thing  upon  the  table  when  they  came 
to  tire  bed-fide,  nor  a  confiderable  time  afterward  ;  and 
when  it  was  fuggefted  that  fome  of  the  company  had 
privately  conveyed  it  thither,  whiilt  the  reft  were  look¬ 
ing  another  way,  Eliachim  with  folemn  vows  and  impre¬ 
cations  cleared  himfelf,  fo  did  Daria  and  my  mother;  as 
for  myfelf,  they  all  were  fenfible  it  was  impoffible  for 
me  to  do  it,  as  I  lay  in  my  bed.  A  general  aftoniftiment 
poffeffed  us  all ;  and  the  women  would  needs  have  it  to 
be  a  miracle,  whilft  I  greedily  eat  the  delicious  fruit,  not 
troubling  my  thoughts  with  making  endlefs  fcrutinies,  or 
fo  much  as  caring  which  way  it  came  there,  fo  long  as  I 
had  the  enjoyment  of  it. 

Yet  I  ceafed  to  be  thus  indifferent,  when  I  perceived 
my  malady  on  a  fudden  removed  by  eating  of  this  won- 
drous  orange  ;  and  whereas  I  had  lain  for  fix  whole  days 
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and  nights  in  a  continual  faint  and  languifhing  condition, 
not  able  to  get  down  a  morfel  of  bread,  now  my  fpirits 
grew  brifk'and  frefh,  I  feemed  like  one  transformed,  or 
in  another  world  ;  my  ftomach  revived}  my  almoft  diffi- 
pated  vigour  rallied,  and  I  rofe  cheerfully  to  eat  a  hearty 
fupper.  Thefe  things,  I  mull  confcfs,  put  me,  as  well 
as  the  reft  of  the  company,  upon  thinking. 

I  tell  thee,  upon  the  ftri&eft  examination  poflible, 
I  am  very  well  fatisfied  that  there  could  be  no  defign  or 
trick  in  the  cafe  ;  for  if  there  were,  nobody  would  be 
guilty  of  fo  many  repeated  horrid  perjuries  in  denying 
it,  but  every  one  rather  would  have  been  forward  to  own 
themfelves  the  inftruments  of  thus  happily  and  unexpect¬ 
edly  refeuing  a  poor  fick  man  from  the  very  jaws  of 
death,  for  I  was  juft  then  ready  to  expire. 

Whether  there  be  a  magic  in  the  ftrength  of  a  man’s 
fancy  at  fuch  times,  and  that  through  the  intenfe  agita¬ 
tion  of  his  exalted  fpirits,  he  moves  the  foul  of  the  uni- 
verfe  by  fympathy,  to  exert  fome  of  its  hidden  and  un¬ 
common  faculties,  and  gratify  his  neceftary  defires  ;  or 
whether  there  be  an  order  of  officious  beings  invifible 
about  us,  who  have  the  charge  of  mortals  committed  to 
them,  and  are  bound  by  the  laws  of  their  concealed 
kingdoms  to  affift  us  in  extremities,  even  to  the  height  of 
a  feeming  miracle,  where  it  cannot  be  done  without,  I 
know  not  ;  but  it  is  certain,  any  obferving  man  may  take 
notice  of  fome  extraordinary  paflhges  in  the  courfe  of  his 
life,  of  which  he  can  give  no  rational  account,  but  muft 
be  forced  to  put  them  on  the  fcore  of  preternatural 
caiifes  ;  fuch  is  our  ignorance  of  the  fecret  operations  of 
nature. 

All  the  company  were  ready  to  lift  me  among  the 
prophets,  or  in  the  catalogue  of  faints,  for  this  ftupend- 
‘ras  occurrence  5  but  I  had  other  thoughts  of  myfelf ;  for 
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comparing  this  with  feme  former  occurrences  of  my  life, 
I  prefently  concluded  it  was  the  forerunner  of  fome  grand 
but  (hort  affliction,  and  fo  I  told  them  all. 

I  believe,  my  Dgnet,  that  God  will  hedge  me  in  with 
divers  kinds  of  adverfe  circumftances ;  he  will  rufh  upon 
me  on  a  fudden,  like  a  troop  of  Tartar  horfe,  who  fwiftly 
fpread  themfelves  all  round  the  affrighted  country,  and 
take  poffeffion  of  the  roads  and  paffes  ;  they  hunt  the 
confeious  infidels  from  dens  and  caves,  and  other  lurking 
places  in  the  woods  and  mountains;  none  can efcape their 
chaftifement  and  revenge  ;  fo  my  prefaging  foul  foretels 
fome  fad  furprifing  inroads  from  the  Omnipotent. 

That  which  I  have  to  do  in  this  cafe,  is  to  make  fpeedy 
expiations  for  my  paft  fecurity  and  prefumption,  to  re¬ 
pair  the  ruined  faftneffes  of  virtue,  and  build  new  ones 
where  they  are  wanting ;  to  keep  ftrong  guards  ;  and, 
laftly,  to  retire  myfelf  into  a  mod  profound  humility  and 
compliance  with  the  will  of  God,  which  is  the  ftrongeft 
fortrefs  in  time  of  a  divine  invafion. 

Paris,  23d  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1671. 


XI. — To  Sephat  Abercromil,  Vann  1  Effiendi,  Preacher 
to  the  Sultan. 

T he  chara&er  and  fame  of  thy  exemplary  life  and  pro¬ 
found  doftrine,  though  lludicully  concealed  and  fup- 
preffed  by  thyfeif,  have  yet  made  a  forcible  eruption, 
and  filled  the  muffulman  kingdoms  with  the  fragrant 
odour  of  thy  incomparable  piety  and  virtue  ;  even  thefe 
remote  and  infidel  regions  or  the  Weft  are  edified  by  thy 
facred  rules  and  inftitutions  of  a  fpiritual  life  ;  the  Na- 
zarene  priefts  and  doflors  begin  to  harbour  emulations  of 
thy  fanclity,  fince  they  have  feen  no  fairer  draught  of 
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true  acceptable  religion,  than  what  the  chaplains  to  the 
French  ambaffadors  at  the  Porte  have  copied  from  thy 
principles,  and  recommended  to  their  friends  among  the 
clergy  of  France  ;  infomuch  as  Francis  Malevella,  a  blind 
ecclefiaibic,  but  an  Argus  in  the  fciences,  has  publicly 
efpoufed  thy  theorems  and  practices,  having  in  print 
now  lately  undertaken  the  patronage  of  a  contemplative 
life,  fo  much  infilled  on  by  thee,  to  which  the  College  of 
Sorbonne  have  alfo  given  their  approbation. 

That  excellent  man,  though  he  has  loll  the  ufe  of  his 
corporeal  eyes,  yet  has  a  foul  transformed  all  over  into 
light,  by  which  he  clearly  can  furvey  the  vaft  myfterious 
horizon  of  the  inviiible  world,  and  penetrate  the  moil 
reclufe  and  hidden  fecrets  of  eternity  ;  the  age  is  ra- 
vifhed  with  the  book  he  publifhed  ;  he  has  ten  thoufand 
profelytes  among  the  Roman  prieils  and  dervifes  ;  none 
but  the  Jefuits  and  Dominicans  oppofe  him. 

The  former  of  thefe  orders  is  grown  odious  throughout 
Chrifteudom,  for  tire  impious  dodlrines  they  maintain,  and 
the  enormous  crimes  they  have  committed,  being  notori¬ 
ous  boutefeus,  traitors,  hypocrites,  and  fecret  libertines  ; 
their  colleges  are  efteemed  the  (hops  and  forges  of  fedition, 
faction,  public  animofities,  broils,  and  wars,  with  all  the 
mifehief  that  is  done  in  Europe  ;  the  latter  are  not  loved 
in  France,  becaufe  they  are  generally  chofen  officers  of 
the  Inquiftion,  which  inhuman  judicature  was  firfe  pro¬ 
jected  by  St.  Dominic  their  founder,  in  order  to  exter¬ 
minate  the  Moors  from  Spain.  There  is  a  natural  and 
irreconcilcable  antipathy  between  the  French  and  Spani¬ 
ards  ;  they  mutually  abhor  each  others  cuftoms,  laws, 
and  humours  ;  but,  above  all,  the  French  can  never  be 
reconciled  to  that  infernal  court,  which  tyrannifes  over 
the  fouls  of  men,  and  panifhes  them  for  thoughts ;  it  is 
an  equal  crime  to  fpeak  or  to  be  filent,  to  pray  or  not, 
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to  go  to  church  or  ftay  at  home,  provided  you  are  rich  ; 
it  is  wealth  the  inquifitors  aim  at,  not  the  pretended  fafe- 
ty  and  deliverance  of  the  church  from  enemies  and 
^rebels. 

Therefore  the  Dominicans  and  Jefuits  being  looked 
upon  as  favourers  and  patrons  of  the  Inquifition,  and  for 
that  reafon  hated  by  the  French,  in  vain  they  argued  a- 
gainft  Malevella’s  new-reformed  model  of  interior  religion, 
which  is  but  a  tranflation  of  the  original  dogmata  laid 
down  by  thee  ;  thy  refined  fentiments  are  prolific  as  tjre 
folar  beams,  which  by  ineffable  increafes,  propagate 
themfelves  without  diminifiling  the  illuftrious  fountain  ; 
each  bright  and  fertile  atom,  by  a  miraculous  emanation, 
begets  another  ;  they  multiply  by  an  admirable  progref- 
five  ifiue  and  expanfion  from  every  point  of  the  refulgent 
centre,  till  every  fplendid  particle  becomes  a  ray  of  equal 
length,  and  all  together  produce  an  entire  orb  of  light  : 
Thus  thy  ferene  ideas  of  religion  dilate  themfelves 
through  this  dark  fide  of  the  world  as  fad  as  they  illumi¬ 
nate  the  muffulman  hemifphere  ;  the  honefter  fort  of 
weftern  Franks  are  already,  by  a  demi-metamorphofis, 
grown  half  Mahometans,  capitulating  with  their  prepof- 
felfions,  prejudices,  and  the  force  of  education,  for  the 
reft. 

They  go  to  church,  but  not  to  babble  over  a  thoufand 
vain  tautologies,  which  are  taught  them  by  their  priefts, 
and  to  infure  their  memory  are  printed  in  their  pocket 
manuals  or  bocks  of  prayer  ;  nor  do  they  number  a  long 
feries  of  the  fame  repeated  orifons  on  beads,  or  ufe  any 
other  exterior  form  of  blind  and  lame  devotion ;  but  with 
inward  recolledtion,  filence,  purity,  and  fervent  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  fpirit,  they  addrefs  themfelves  to  God  ;  or  ra¬ 
ther  by  a  certain  gradual  paffivenefs,  oblivion  of  outward 
things,  and  dying  to  themfelves,  they  prepare  and  fit  their 
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fouls  for  the  divine  approaches :  Thus  having  barrica- 
doed  up  their  fenfes,  and  made  retrenchments  round  the 
centre  of  the  mind,  to  fecure  it  from  the  laft  invafion  and 
affault  of  mundane  objects,  thither  they  retire,  defiring 
death,  rather  than  to  take  quarter  by  a  faint  cowardice 
or  timorous  apoftacy,  and  furrender  to  the  world. 

Thefe  people  undergo,  at  certain  times,  ftrange  dry- 
nefies,  defer tions,  and  fterilities  of  fpirit,  which  are  the 
torments  that  compofe  the  moll  fevere  and  painful  mar¬ 
tyrdoms.  A  common  death,  or  any  violent  diffolution 
of  the  body,  is  but  the  recreation,  fport,  or  play  of  na¬ 
ture,  when  compared  with  thefe  tremendous,  tragical,  and 
dark  annihilations  of  the  foul :  A  man  at  fuch  a  feafon 
feems  to  be  reduced  to  an  eternal  catallrophe  ;  his  fpirit 
defcends,  and  is  cngulphed  in  -the  abyfs  of  hell ;  or  hell 
comes  up  to  him,  and  yawning  with  its  horrid  dragon’s 
jaws,  murders  the  foul  with  baneful  and  infernal  breath. 
Yet  this  they  find  to  be  the  only  near  direftefl  way  to 
heaven  ;  this  is  the  myftic  fence,  the  ditch,  baftion,  and 
counterfcarp  of  paradife.  He  that  would  fcale  the  walls, 
or  enter  by  the  gates  of  Eden,  mult  fii  fi  pafs  through 
thefe  terrible  outworks.  This  is  the  ftrait  and  narrow 
bridge  over  which  each  foul  mufi:  pafs,  that  would  attain 
immortal  life.  Mofes,  Jefus,  Mahomet,  and  ail  the  mef- 
fengers  of  God,  have  pointed  at  this  as  the  only  way  to 
our  fupreme  felicity  ;  neither  was  it  unknown  to  the  an¬ 
cient  poets  and  philofophers  among  the  gentiles  ;  Or¬ 
pheus  and  Hefiod  recommended  it  in  their  myfterious 
verfe  ;  Empedocles,  Theophraftus,  Plato,  Plotinus,  Por¬ 
phyry,  Jamblichus,  with  many  others,  improved  the  fa- 
cred  revelation,  adding  new  lights  unto  the  bleft  difeove- 
ly  ;  and  if  we  take  the  hillory  in  a  right  fenfe,  unlefs  I 
am  deceived,  Socrates  died  a  martyr  to  this  important 
truth.  Many  of  the  learned  Hebrew  rabbis  have  alferted 
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it ;  the  Perfian  and  Arabian  doftors,  before  and  fince  the 
holy  flight,  have  been  its  advocates;  and  let  not  envy  re¬ 
fute  to  give  fome  of  the  Chriftian  prielts  their  due  ac¬ 
knowledgment,  who  preached  this  doftrine  in  the  primi¬ 
tive  affemblies,  taught  it  in  the  public  fchools,  and  infu- 
red  it  to  poilerity  in  learned  manul'cripts;  fuch  were  Ori- 
gen  and  Ammonius,  Clemens  of  Alexandria,  Simplicius, 
Chryfoilom,  Tertullian,  Auguftin  ;  and  in  more  modern 
times,  Thomas  Aquinas,  Marcilius  Ficinus,  Bonaventure, 
with  many  others. 

And  it  is  efteemed  the  height  of  Indian  religion  to  this 
day,  the  Bramins  delivering  it  as  an  hereditary  article  of 
faith,  and  point  of  practice,  from  immemorable  ages. 
Since,  therefore,  all  religions  in  the  world  agree  in  this, 
notwithftanding  their  other  ceremonial  and  fpeculative 
differences,  doubtlefs  it  is  the  voice  arid  will  of  God,  not 
the  contrivance  or  innovation  of  man. 

Reverend  effendi,  it  is  a  common  proverb  among  the 
Chriftians,  “That  wherefoever God  has  a  temple,  the  devil 
has  a  chapel.”  That  cunning  fpirit,  like  a  ferpent,  winds 
himfelf  into  outward  forms  and  ceremonies  of  devotion  ; 
but  he  that  builds  a  mofque  in  the  centre  of  his  foul,  may 
bid  defiance  toTagot,  for  that  is  the  throne  of  God,  near 
which  the  demon  cannot  approach. 

May  thou  and  I  live  always  fereened  behind  ourfelves; 
for  in  that  dark  recefs  from  vifible  things,  the  Eternal  lives 
to  manifefl  his  otherwife  invifible  light.  Adieu. 

Paris,  27th  of  the  6th  moon,  of  the  year  1671. 


XII. — To  Cara  Hali,  Phjidan  fo  the  Grand  Signior. 

After  all  my  fcepticifms,  I  at  this  hour  believe  there 
is  fomething  of  us  remains  immortal  and  incorruptible, 
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when  oar  groffer  bodies  are  difTolved ;  call  it  what  you 
will,  an  aftral  body,  a  ghoft,  a  fpirit,  or  any  thing  elfe,  I 
am  fenfible  fome  part  of  us  will  never  die.  What  fignifies 
the  vain  difpute  of  words,  the  dark  refolves  of  Plato’s 
cave?  Let  it  be  fubftance  or  accident,  matter  or  form,  or 
a  refult  of  all,  there  is  ftill  a  certain  portion  of  our  nature, 
asrainft  which  the  ftroke  of  death,  and  of  ten  hundred 
thoufand  deaths,  can  never  prevail.  -  We  maybe  changed 
indeed,  and  mafquerade  it  up  and  down,  perhaps  through 
infinite  worlds,  in  fo  many  different  difguifes,  but  we  can 
never  be  annihilated,  or  made  nothing;  we  cannot  be  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  eternal  lift  of  atoms.  The  lofs  or  ab- 
fence  of  the  leafe  particle  from  the  univerfe  would  either 
caufe  the  loudeft  never-ending  thunders  and  lightnings, 
or  an  everlafting  filence,  fullennefs,  and  darknefs.  This 
mighty  aggregate  and  ftupendous  heap  of  beings  would 
fall  to  ruin,  if  there  were  the  leaft  vacuum,  or  the  fmalleft 
mite  miffing.  Steal  but  the-  moft  indivifible  atom  from 
the  reft,  and  down  comes  all  the  fabric ;  for  one  fupports 
another  by  an  infeparable  adhefion,  reciprocal  congruity, 
and  mathematical  fitnefs  ;  they  are  fo  cunningly  hitched 
and  knit  together,  fo  clofely  fattened  and  indented  each 
with  other,  by  the  original  art  or  chance  which  formed 
the  world,  that  all  the  motions  of  this  grand  machine 
would  at  an  in  ft  ant  flop,  in  fueh  a  cafe,  as  does  a  watch 
when  the  leaft  tooth  is  miffing  from  any  one  of  the 
contiguous  wheels.  Every  thing  in  nature  is  full  and 
pregnant  ;  neither  can  there  be  any  other  emptinefs  fave 
what  we  think  we  fee  in  bottles,  or  other  hollow  veffels, 
which  when  they  are  void  of  water,  wine,  or  other  liquor, 
it  is  but  to  be  crammed  brimful  of  air,  which  element  in- 
fin  uates  and  crowds  itfelf  into  each  diminutive  cranny, 
chink,  and  pore  of  groffer  fubftances;  fo  if  the  airy  atoms 
have  any  holiowneffes  in  them,  the  fmalleft  vacancy  poffi- 
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ble  is  full  fupplied  with  its  full  meafure  of  ti:e  pure  ether, 
and  that  again  with  fome  matter  more  refined,  if  any  fuch 
there  be,  or  elfe  it  drinks  full  draughts  of  immaterial  ef- 
fences;  and  by  fuch  a  fubordinate  gradation,  human  fouls, 
though  in  themfelves,  perhaps,  pure  incorporeal  fpirits, 
are  yet  faltened  and  cemented  to  our  bodies.  Thus  is 
one  being  fuccefiively  and  eternally  either  a  fyringe,  or  a 
fponge  to  another;  the  elements  inebriate  one  another  by 
turns  ;  an  univerfal  epicurifm  and  drunkennefs  reigns. 

So  the  hot  ftomach  of  the  earth,  parched  with  inward 
mineral  fires,  greedily  guzzles  down  the  very  fait  unpa¬ 
latable  lees  of  the  fea  rather  than  be  a-dry ;  with  a  thou- 
fandthoufand  gaping  throats,  it  gulps  the  beverage  which 
Neptune’s  deep  and  mighty  cellar  runs  withal ;  it  pants, 
and  fucks  eternally  the  thick  ropy  fettlements  of  the  o- 
cean’s  bottom  ;  thefe  are  diftilled  again  in  hidden  lim¬ 
becks,  cylinders,  and  other  chemical  velfels  below,  that  fo 
the  gaping  channels  on  the  fuperficies  may  be  conftantly 
fupplied  with  more  refined  liquor,  through  the  fprings  and 
fountains;  and  yet  the  globe  not  having  quenched  its 
thirft  with  this  perpetual  draught,  continually  fips  up  the 
rain,  a  liquor  more  fublime  and  pure  than  all  the  reft ;  but 
this  is  only  on  certain  holidays  of  fate,  when  the  celeftial 
powers,  the  planets,  liars,  and  conftellations,  order  a  du- 
nalma  for  the  vegetable  race  below,  to  refrelh  the  herbs, 
the  corn,  and  trees,  and  banquets  from  the  clouds;  then 
the  big-bellied  tuns  above  are  rolled  out  of  their  hidden 
fiore-houfes,  and  broached  ;  the  conduits  of  the  upper 
region  fpout  and  run  with  plentiful  fhowers  and  catarafts 
cf  nature’s  feminal  juice,  the  radical  all-cheering  neftar  of 
heaven ;  the  greedy  foil  imbibes  the  facred  ftrong  caf- 
rade  ;  each  joyful  turf  is  frolicfome,  and  fwallows  down 
large  bumpers  of  the  eleemofynary  wine  ;  whilft  the  leaft 
dry  and  crumbling  lump  of  the  late  fainting  glebe,  has 
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drops  and  fupernaculums  enough  to  revel  on,  till  parti¬ 
coloured  Iris,  the  major-domo  of  thefe  yearly  feftivals, 
perceiving  the  tender  feeds  and  roots  are  well  nigh  fud¬ 
dled  with  what  at  fecond-hand  they  have  exhaufted  from 
the  over-laden  ground,  makes  her  appearance  in  the  clouds, 
inviting  all  the  guefls  to  a  fplendid  collation  of  warm 
beams  and  rays  with  which  the  fun  is  minded  to  regale 
them. 

A  grateful,  foft,  and  cheerful  noife  was  heard  through¬ 
out  the  room  before  ;  the  earth  and  air  were  in  a  merry 
humour;  well  pleafed  with  the  debauch,  they  would  have 
fat  till  morning  at  it,  being  loath  to  leave  their  liquor  be¬ 
hind  them,  or  change  it  for  dry  meat ;  but  at  the  fight 
of  Iris  every  one  changed  countenance;  an  univerfal  mur¬ 
mur  ran  throughout  the  hall;  they  were  forry  thus  to  be 
baulked  in  the  midft  of  their  mirth  ;  till  courtly  zephyrs 
come  with  their  foft  compliments,  and  tell  them  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  for  their  eafe  and  health  ;  then  are  the  tuns  and 
bottles  removed,  with  all  the  drunken  tackle  ;  the  table 
focn  is  fpread,  and  covered  with  a  rich  courfe  of  glitter¬ 
ing  charges  fent  from  Phoebus. 

That  fponging  planet  only  lives  by  bantering  and  whee¬ 
dles  ;  the  illuftrious  figure  he  makes  in  the  world  is  al¬ 
ways  borrowed  ;  he  never  wore  a  fafhionable  drefs  in  his 
•  life,  but  what  he  took  up  by  tally  from  the  firft  fource  of 
lights,  for  which  he  is  bound  to  pay  fo  vail  an  intereft, 
that  he  would  necefiarily  become  a  bankrupt,  did  he  not 
repair  bis  broken  fortune,  by  playing  tricks  upon  the 
earth.  Thus,  whilft  he  mocks  this  fublunary  world  with 
his  pretended  treats,  he  makes  it  pay  for  all  with  coftly 
exhalations ;  he  plunders  the  elements,  picks  the  pockets 
of  the  earth,  and  robs  the  treafuties  of  the  fea,  nor  can 
be  forbear  filching  fomething  from  the  air ;  and  when  he 
has  ftolen  enough,  he  flinks  away  in  the  dark,  and  flies  to 
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the  other  fide  of  the  globe,  there  to  commence  new  fhams 
and  cheats  upon  the  antipodes  ;  and  all  the  while  the 
ftars  are  full  as  bad  as  lie  ;  for  like  a  brave  highwayman, 
that  luminary  frequents  the  public  way  of  heaven  by  day; 
he  robs  in  open  fight  of  all  the  world,  and  leaves  a  gene¬ 
rous  viaticum  wherever  he  borrows  any  thing  ;  but  the 
ftars,  thofe  little  bullies  of  the  fky,  are  perfeft  night-pads, 
faop-lifts,  and  lharpers ;  they  Ikulk  about  in  the  dark, 
through  all  the  private  alleys  of  the  firmament,  and  com¬ 
mit  a  thoufarid  murders,  rapes,  and  other  violences;  fome 
of  their  afpefts  are  as  venomous  as  the  fatal  eyes  of  bafi- 
liiks  ;  they  carry  divers  kinds  of  mortal  poifons  in  their 
looks,  which  they  difperfe  at  random  in  this  lower  world; 
they  ftrew  the  earth  with  hemlocks,  aconites,  and  other 
baneful  weeds  ;  they  alfo  fcatter  up  and  down  the  more 
contagious  feeds  of  envy,  avarice,  and  a  thoufand  black 
infernal  vices,  which  take  root  in  human  fouls  at  our  na¬ 
tivities,  and  growing  up  with  us,  in  time  bring  forth  the 
fatal  fruits  of  death  :  The  ugly  race  of  dragons,  ferpents, 
-crocodiles,  and  all  the  reptile  generations,  with  every  thing 
that  is  hideous,  cruel,  and  deftrudfive  on  the  globe,  derive 
their  natures,  qualities,  forms,  and  difpofitions,  from  fome 
malignant  ftars  or  conftellations,  if  aftrologers  fay  true  ; 
fo  do  the  fcaly  monfters  of  the  vaft  abyfs,  and  every  bird 
of  horrible  figure  flying  in  the  air ;  they  are  all  the  breed, 
the  emilfaries,  fpies,  and  agents  of  the  powers  above,  fent 
down  on  thievilh  errands,  to  prey  on  other  animals  more 
innocent  than  themfelves. 

There  is  an  eternal  claufe  in  nature,  whilft  every  thing 
is  either  on  the  hunt  or  flight.  Thus  heaven  purloins 
from  earth,  and  that  from  heaven  again.  When  we  are 
firft  conceived,  our  wandering  fouls  are  catched,  as  in  a 
well-baited  trap  ;  and  when  we  die,  it  is  but  the  foul’s 
efcape  from  one  fnare  to  be  foon  trepanned  into  another. 
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Perhaps  a  human  body  may  be  our  prifon  again,  or  wc 
may  be  attracted  by  fome  more  agreeable  embryo  ;  this 
magnetic  ftar  may  draw  us  up  to  heaven,  or  the  wide 
jaws  of  all-devouring  Orcus  may  fwallow  us  down  into 
the  hungry  paunch  of  hell,  which  God  avert. 

Learned  Hali,  let  not  thou  and  I  be  too  folicitous  a- 
bout  thefe  things,  for  all  our  timorous  forecaits  are  in 
vain ;  but  confidering  the  fecvet  magn'etifms  difperfed 
throughout  the  univerfe,  and  that  every  thing  attra&s  its 
like,  let  us  take  care  to  qualify  ourfelves  with  celeftial 
habits  and  difpofitions,  and  then  we  cannot  fail  of  being 
drawn  up  to  paiadife. 

Paris,  2d  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year 


XIII. — To  the  Mufti. 

In  obedience  to  thy  commands,  I  fhall  now  proceed  is 
relating  the  moft  memorable  tranfa&ions  of  former  ages, 
during  the  four  great  monarchies,  obferving  thy  inftruc- 
tions,  not  to  be  prolix,  or  over-curious  in  tracing  down 
the  particular  fucceffions  of  kings  and  princes,  but  rather 
to  relate  the  aftions  of  famous  men,  the  wife  fayings  of 
the  ancients,  with  fuch  other  remarks  as  may  be  at  once 
delightful  and  inftruftive. 

It  will  be  no  breach  of  this  rule  to  begin  where  I  left 
off  in  my  former  letter,  with  the  death  of  Darius,  and 
fucceffionof  Xerxes,  his  younger  fon,  there  being  fome- 
thing  of  nicety  in  the  plea  between  him  and  his  elder  bro¬ 
ther  Artabazanes  for  the  crown  ;  for  this  laid  claim  to  it 
on  the  account  of  his  primogeniture,  but  in  regard  he 
was  born  before  Darius  was  made  king,  the  fuccefiion 
was  determined  in  favour  of  Xerxes,  who  had  a  double 
advantage,  in  being  begot  by  a  crowned  king,  and  born 
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■of  Atolh,  the  daughter  of  Cyrus,  who  firft  eftablilhed  this 
monarchy. 

As  foon  as  Xerxes  was  fettled  in  the  throne,  he  led  an 
army  into  Egypt,  and  fuppreffed  the  infurre&ions  in  that 
country' ;  then  he  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  4200  fhips,  on 
board  of  which  were  above  five  hundred  thoufand  men  ; 
he  ban  a  land  army  alfo  confiftingof  two  millions  and  five 
hundred  thoufand  foldiers,  of  feveral  nations.  With  this 
vaft  multitude  he  marched  againit  the  Grecians ;  and  to 
facilitate  the  voyage  of  his  fleet,  he  caufed  one  part  of 
his  army  to  dig  a  paflage  through  mount  Athos,  whereby 
the  fea  was  let  in,  and  the  fhips  might  fail  two  a-breafl  ; 
w’nilft  another  part  of  the  foldiers  were  employed  in  build¬ 
ing  a  bridge  of  boats  over  the  HeHefpont.  No  fooner 
was  this  done,  but  there  arofe  a  vehement  tempeft,  which 
fo  diicompofed  thafe  narrow  feas,  that  between  the  winds 
and  waves,  the  boats  which  made  this  bridge  were  all  dif- 
perfed,  broken,  and  call  away. 

This  fo  incenfed  Xerxes,  that  lie  commanded  the  fea  to 
be  fcourged  with  whips,  and  a  chain  to  be  thrown  into 
it,  as  a  mark  of  its  future  fubjeAion  ;  he  alfo  beheaded 
thofe  who  built  the  bridge,  and  caufed  others  to  make  a 
new  one. 

Here  one  of  Xerxes’s  eunuchs,  and  a  particular  favour- 

m 

ite  of  the  king,  fent  for  a  Grecian  of  the  ifle  of  Chios, 
who  had  formerly  deprived  him  of  the  evidences  of  his 
virility  ;  and  the  old  man  coming  with  his  fons  to  wait 
on  this  great  courtier,  the  eunuch  caufed  him  firlt  tc 
caftrate  his  own  fons,  and  afterwards  forced  them  to  do 
the  fame  by  their  father,  in  revenge  of  his  own  lofs  and 
difgrace. 

From  hence  Xerxes  marching  with  his  army  by  the 
place  where  once  flood  the  famous  town  of  Troy,  went 
in  pilgrimage  to  the  tomb  of  King  Priamus,  where  he 
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fa.crificed  ten  hecatombs  of  oxen  to  the  ghofts  of  the  an* 
cient  heroes,  and  to  the  divinity  of  the  river  Scamander, 
which  his  foldiers  drank  dry,  and  yet  half  of  them  had 
not  quenched  their  thirft. 

After  this,  he  came  to  the  Hellefpont,  where  taking  a 
furvey  of  all  his  land  and  fea  forces,  which  covered  the 
Hellefpont  and  all  the  neighbouring  fhores,  and  contem¬ 
plating  the  Ihortnefs  of  man’s  life,  and  that  of  fo  innume¬ 
rable  a  multitude  not  one  Ihould  be  alive  at  an  hundred 
years  end,  he  wept  bitterly. 

Then  having  facrificed  to  the  fun,  for  the  good  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  expedition,  he  caufed  all  his  army  to  pafs  over 
the  Hellefpont  by  his  bridge  of  boats ;  after  which,  they 
drank  their  way  through  another  river,  which  had  not 
water  enough  to  fatisfy  half  his  men  and  cattle  ;  for  his 
army  increafcd  all  the  way,  by  the  acceflion  of  foldiers 
out  of  every  nation  through  which  he  palled.  Yet  Leo^ 
nidas,  King  of  Sparta,  with  a  fmall  body  of  4000  Lace¬ 
demonians,  gave  battle  to  the  whole  army  of  Xerxes ; 
and  in  a  fea-nght  at  Salamis,  the  Perfians  loft  500  Ihips, 
with  a  conliderable  part  of  their  army,  which,  with  other 
difafters,  or  ficknefs,  famine,  &c.  fo  terrified  this  great 
monarch,  that  he  polled  back  again  as  fall  as  he  could, 
by  the  way  of  the  Hellefpont,  which  he  crofted  in  a  poor 
filher-boat  all  alone,  leaving  Mardonius  to  purfuethe  wars 
in  Greece  ;  but  an  ill  fate  attended  their  arms  ;  for  at 
Platea  the  Grecians  fet  upon  them  under  Paufanias  their 
general,  and  routed  the  whole  army,  killing  above  two 
hundred  thoufand  of  them  upon  the  fpot,  and  burning- 
their  camp  and  navy. 

Xerxes,  hearing  thefe  ill  tidings,  fled  towards  his  own 
country,  and  by  the  way  fet  fire  to  the  temples  of  the 
-gods  at  Babylon  and  other  parts  of  Alia,  fparing 
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but  that  magnificent  fane  at  Lphefus,  which  was  renown¬ 
ed  throughout  the  whole  world. 

About  this  time  died  Pagapates,  the  faithful  eunuch 
of  Darius,  who  had  pafifed  feven  whole  years  mourning  at 
the  tomb  of  his  mailer. 

I  mull  not  omit  the  treachery  of  Paufanias  the  Lace¬ 
demonian  general,  who  held  a  private  correfpondence  with 
Xerxes  ;  and  having  been  twice  accufed  of  treafon,  and 
as  often  acquitted,  was  the  third  time  difeovered  by  a 
boy,  whom  he  kept  as  his  minion,  and  by  the  fentence  of 
the  ephori  was  ftarved  to  death. 

Thou  haft  forbidden  me  to  augment  the  bulk  of  thefe 
hiftcrical  letters,  with  gloffes,  or  remarks  of  my  own,  or 
elfe  it  were  a  proper  occafion  to  put  thy  holinefs  in  mind, 
how  great  a  value  ought  to  be  fet  on  a  faithful  man;  and 
let  nature  itfelf  plead  my  txcufe  for  intrenching  on  thy 
orders,  whilft  I  vindicate  myfelf  from  the  calumnies  of 
the  envious,  and  beg  of  thee  to  reft  allured,  that  no  man 
on  earth  can  be  truer  to  his  trull  than  the  Arabian  Have 
Mahmut. 

But  to  return  to  Xerxes  :  He  was  unfaithfully  dealt 
with  by  the  captain  of  his  guard,  who  by  the  affiltance  of 
Spamitres,  the  king’s  chamberlain,  and  feven  other  con- 
fpirators,  killed  him  in  his  bed,  with  his  eldell  fon  Darius, 
and  crowned  Artaxerxes  in  his  Head. 

To  him  fled  Themiftocles  the  Athenian,  who  was  fu- 
fpedled  a  partner  in  the  treafon  of  Paufanias  :  The  king 
received  him  into  his  favour,  and  made  him  governor  of  a 
province,  adding  the  gift  of  five  great  cities,  to  furnifh 
him  with  money  for  the  expences  of  his  table  and  ward¬ 
robe  ;  and  this  the  king  did,  not  as  a  reward  or  encou¬ 
ragement  of  treafon,  (from  which  he  knew  Themiftocles 
was  free,  being  falfely  accufed  by  the  Athenians)  but  he 
heaped  thofe  honours  on  him,  as  a  debt  to  the  merits 
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of  that  once  illullrious  enemy,  now  become  a  friend,  and 
feeking  Ihelter  in  the  Perfian  kingdom  from  the  barbarous 
ingratitude  of  his  own  countrymen,  who,  for  all  his  emi¬ 
nent  fervices  to  Greece,  could  think  of  no  better  acknow¬ 
ledgment  than  to  put  to  death  as  a  traitor  the  braved  and 
wifeft  captain  of  that  age. 

Not  long  after  this,  the  Perfians  loll  two  hundred  drips 
in  a  fea- fight  with  the  Grecians,  and  were  routed  at  land 
by  a  llratagem  of  Cimon,  the  Grecian  general,  who,  after 
the  naval  victory,  put  his  men  on  board  the  Perfian  vef- 
fels  which  he  had  taken,  and  apparelling  them  in  the  gar¬ 
ments  of  the  Perfian  captives,  landed  them  near  the  ene¬ 
my’s  camp  in  Pamphylia,  who  taking  them  for  friends, 
fuffered  them  to  enter  their  trenches  without  jealoufy,  and 
fo  were  all  flaughtered,  except  a  few,  who  efcaped  by  the 
fwiftnefs  of  their  horfes. 

About  this  time,  Pericles  was  made  Prince  of  Athens, 
of  whom  I  made  mention  in  my  former  letters;  and  The- 
midocles  being  made  general  of  the  Perfian  army,  and 
fent  againft  the  Grecians,  rather  than  fight  againft  his 
country,  or  betray  the  caufe  of  his  new  mailer,  became 
a  voluntary  vidlim  to  his  own  integrity  and  honour ;  for, 
facrificing  a  bull  in  his  march,  he  drank  off  a  bowl  of  the 
blood,  and  fell  down  dead  at  the  foot  of  the  altar. 

The  next  war  the  Perfians  were  engaged  in  was  with 
Egypt,  where,  in  a  battle  near  Memphis,  they  loll  an 
hundred  thoufand  men  ;  but  fending  frelh  recruits,  they 
dried  up  the  river  Nile,  where  the  Athenian  fleet,  confe¬ 
derate  with  the  Egyptians,  lay  at  anchor,  which  fo  amaz¬ 
ed  the  Egyptians,  that  they  made  their  peace  with  them ; 
and  the  Athenians  fet  their  own  Ihips  on  fire,  in  number 
200,  and  returned  home  with  difgrace,  when  they  had 
been  fix  years  in  Egypt;  and  after  this,  a  peace  was  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  Perfians  and  thofe  of  Greece ;  and  in 
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the  fifth  year  of  the  8th  olympiad,  which  foon  followed, 
there  was  an  univerfal  peace  througdiout  the  world,  which 
continued  till  the  firft  year  of  the  87th  olympiad,  at  which 
time  began  the  Peloponnefian  war. 

In  the  4th  year  of  the  88th  olympiad  Artaxerxes  died, 
and  his  fon  Xerxes  was  invefled  with  the  crown  ;  but  at 
a  year’s  end,  being  overcome  with  wine,  and  falling  a- 
flaep  in  a  place  where  no  guard  was  kept,  his  brother  Se- 
cundianus,- with  the  help  of  an  eunuch,  murdered  him, 
and  took  the  government  on  himfclf ;  he  alfo  was  foon 
after  difpatched  by  his  brother  Darius. 

I  over-run  whole  olympiads,  without  mentioning  any 
thing  fave  the  tranfadtions  which  made  moil  noife  in 
thofe  times  ;  but  I  am  unwilling  to  flip  the  reign  of  any 
king,  though  I  fpeak  but  two  words  of  it,  that  fo  thou 
mayeft  have  a  perfedt  idea  of  their  fucceffien. 

During  the  whole  feries  of  Darius’s  reign,  hiftory  men¬ 
tions  nothing  remarkable,  but  is  taken  up  in  relating  the 
little  quarrels  and  reconciliations  of  feveral  provinces  in 
Greece,  fotne  private  treaties  between  the  Perfian  gover¬ 
nors  of  Lefler  Afia,  and  thofe  of  Peloponnefus,  and  the 
overtures  of  peace  between  the  Lacedemonians  and  the 
Perfians,  the  end  of  the  Peloponnefian  war,  with  fuch 
other  paflages  as  would  be  too  tedious  for  a  letter. 

I  wall  only  rehearfe  a  memorable  faying  of  Darius,  on 
his  death-bed,  to  his  elded  fon  Artaxerxes,  who  was  to 
fucceed  him  in  the  throne  :  The  prince  being  allured  by 
the  royal  phyficians  that  his  father’s  end  drew  near,  thus 
addreffed  Darius  :  “  My  father,  fince  it  is  the  will  of  the 
gods  to  take  you  from  earth  into  their  own  blefled  focie- 
ty,  and  that  you  have  been  pleafed,  with  the  confent  of 
the  nobles,  to  declare  me  your  fucceffor  in  the  kingdom, 
tell  me,  I  befeech  yoii,  by  what  methods  of  policy  you 
have  governed  this  empire  thefe  nineteen  years,  that  fo  I 
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may  follow  your  example.”  To  whom  the  king  replied, 
“  My  fon,  be  allured,  that  if  my  reign  has  been  bleffed 
with  greater  fuccefs  and  peace  than  thofe  of  my  predecef- 
fors,  it  is  becaufe  in  all  things  I  have  honoured  the  im¬ 
mortal  gods,  and  done  juftice  to  every  man.” 

As  foon  as  Artaxerxes  was  poffeffed  of  the  crown,  he 
fent  for  his  brother  Cyrus,  and  put  him  in  manacles  of 
gold,  with  defign  to  make  him  privately  away  ;  but  at 
the  intercefiion  of  his  mother,  he  releafed  him  again, 
and  reftored  him  to  his  government  of  Lydia. 

About  this  time,  Plato  the  philofopher  being  very 
young,  gave  an  early  fpecimen  of  a  ripe  wit,  in  comfort¬ 
ing  Antimachus  the  poet,  who  lof:  the  gailand  in  a  con- 
tell  with  Niceratus,  at  the  Lyfandn’an  fcalt ;  for  when  he 
behe’d  the  poet  extremely  vexed  at  the  ignorance  and 
partiality  of  Lyfander,  who  knew  not  how  to  diftinguilh 
between  his  lofty  meafures  and  the  flat  rhimes  of  his  an¬ 
tagonist,  Plato  bid  him  be  of  good  courage;  “  For  (faid 
he)  his  ignorance  no  more  diminilhes  thy  knowledge, 
than  a  blind  man’s  miftaking  thee  for  another  would  de¬ 
prive  thee  of  thy  fight.” 

When  Cyrus  was  returned  to  his  government  he  plotted 
to  depofe  his  brother;  and  to  won  Lyfander  to  his  party, 
he  preiented  him  with  a.  fhip  built  all  of  gold  and  ivory. 
Alcibiades,  the  famous  Athenian  captain,  perceiving  this, 
defigned  to  give  Artaxerxes  notice  of  his  brother’s  trea- 
fon,  but  by  the  way  he  was  murdered  himfelf  by  fome 
foldiers  lured  for  that,  purpofe  by  Lyfander,  who  yet 
durft  not  fet  upon  him  in  the  day  time,  when  he  was 
armed  in  his  own  defence,  but  in  the  night  fet  Ins  houfe 
on  fire,  and  as  he  was  efcaping  through  the  flames  and 
fmcke,  they,  lying  in  ambufh,  (hot  him  dead  with  arrows. 

How  Tver,  Artaxerxes  quickly  became  fenfible  of  his 
brother’s  defigns,  and  raifing  an  army  of  nine  hundred 
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thoufand  men,  gave  him  battle  not  far  from  Babylon ;  in 
the  fight  he  was  wounded  by  Cyrus ;  but  after  a  hot  dif- 
pute,  Cyrus  was  killed,  and  Arta*xerxes  got  the  vi&ory. 

Parifatis,  the  mother  of  Cyrus,  to  revenge  the  death  of 
her  fon,  caufed  thofe  that  wounded  him  to  be  killed  with 
lingering  torments  ;  and  inviting  Queen  Statira,  the  wife 
of  Artaxerxes,  to  a  feaft,  die  divided  the  bird  rhindaces 
afunder  with  a  knife  poifoned  on  one  fide,  and  gave  the 
venomed  part  to  Statira,  eating  the  other  herfelf ;  upon 
which  the  queen  died  in  horrible  anguifh  and  torture. 

The  famous  deeds  of  many  heroes  are  alfo  recorded, 
during  the  reign  of  this  Artaxerxes;  as  of  Agefilaus  King 
of  the  Spartans  ;  Iphicrates,  Phamabazus,  Tiflaphernes, 
and  Tiribazus,  Perfians,  with  Conon  the  Athenian  ;  but 
fearing  to  intrench  on  thy  patience,  I  content  myfelf  with 
only  mentioning  their  names,  and  fo  finifli  my  letter  with 
the  conclufion  of  Artaxerxes’s  life,  who  died  of  grief  for 
the  death  of  his  fon  Arfames,  whom  Ochus  his  brother 
had  caufed  to  be  murdered  out  of  envy  and  jealoufy,  be* 
caufe  his  father  doated  on  him. 

If  I  have  not  anfwered  thy  expectation  in  this  letter, 
blame  not 'me,  but  the  hidorians  from  whom  I  have  col¬ 
lected  thefe  paffages,  or  accufe  the  men  of  that  age  that 
they  did  not  perform  greater  aCtions.  However,  in  the 
next  thou  (halt  hear  of  the  birth  and  life  of  a  great  pro¬ 
phet,  even  Alexander,  the  conqueror  of  all  Afia.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  plunge  myfelf  in  the  ideas  of  the  dull  thou 
treaded  on,  and  (hrinking  into  an  abdraCt  of  humility,  I 
bid  thee  adieu. 

Paris,  2d  of  the  9‘h  Moon,  of  the  Year  i(>;  j. 
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LETTER  I. — To  Pesteli  Hali,  his  brother ,  Majler 
of  the  Cujloms,  and  Suberintendant  of  the  slrfncd  at  Con- 
Jlantinople. 

I  know  not  well- whether  it  is  my  part  to  be  forry  or 
glad  when  I  hear  thy  fon  is  wild  and  prodigal ;  that  he 
is  amorous,  and  very  much  addicted  to  frolic  with  wo¬ 
men,  wine,  and  mufic  ;  that  he  frequents  the  baths  and 
playhoufes,  on  purpofe  to  make  fome  intereft  for  his  love, 
that  he  may  fometimes  get  a  fight  of  beautiful  ladies,  and 
have  the  pleafure  of  being  admitted  into  their  company  ; 
that  he  haunts  the  fociety  of  foreign  merchants,  the 
houfes  of  Chriftian  ambaffadors,  and  infinuates  himfelf 
into  the  acquaintance  and  familiarity  of  all  travellers  who 
make  any  figure  in  the  imperial  city. 

I  proteft  it  feems  difficult  in  my  opinion  to  determine 
whether  thou  thyfelf  haft  reafon  to  be  grieved  at  all  this, 
or  not  rather  to  rejoice,  as  at  a  prefage  of  his  future  good 
fortune,  fince  it  is  a  manifeft  argument  of  thegreatnefs  of 
his  foul  ;  and  let  that  alone  to  work  out  its  own  way  to 
happinefs.  Never  check  a  generous  fpirit,  for  fuch  are 
full  of  the  Divinity  ;  they  are  the  eagles,  the  lions,  the 
kings  and  princes  of  the  earth  ;  their  veins  flow  with  fa- 
ered  blood  ;  their  nerves  ftrut  with  the  milk  of  paradife  ;  a 
thoufand  excellencies  poffefs  their  hearts,  and  ten  thou- 
fand  perfections  take  root  in  their  brains;  whatever  of 
precious  is  fcattered  up  and  down  in  the  elements  meets 
in  their  accomplilhed  nature,  as  in  an  epitome  or  rich 
compendium  of  the  brighteft  eflences,  an  extract  of  all 
that  is  valuable,  good,  and  lovely  in  the  univerfe. 
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Be  riot  difcouraged  to  fee  thy  fon  amorous  of  women  ; 
it  is  a  fign  of  a  good  nature  ;  and  he  is  looked  upon  as  a 
monfter,  or  degenerate  perfon,  who  feels  no  warmths  or 
paffions  for  that  lovely  fex.  Women  are  fent  into  the 
world-  on  purpofe  to  blow  up  thofe  gentle  flames  within 
our  breafts  which  fublimate  our  grofier  mould,  and  make 
us  more  refined  ;  love  is  a  facred  frenzy  of  the  foul,  a 
divine  madnefs,  elevating  a  man  up  to  the  pitch  of  a  fan- 
tone,  and  rendering  him  the  care  of  the  benigner  de¬ 
mons  ;  he  is  every  where  fafe,  having  the  favour  of  gods 
and  men,  as  the  Reman  poet  expreffes  it  ; 

Qeifquis  amore  tenetur,  eat  tutusque  facerque. 

And  had  it  not  been  for  thy  own  experience  of  this, 
noble  paffion,  tbou  hadft  not  had  a  fon  to  complain  of. 

Perhaps  it  makes  him  expenfive  and  coftly  in  his  man¬ 
ner  of  living  ;  he  would  no  doubt  appear  gay  and  polite 
in  the  eyes  of  his  miftreffes  ;  he  would  be  generous  and' 
magnificent  in  his  entertainments,  liberal  to  his  friends 
and  acquaintance,  charitable  to  all  perfons  in  diftrefs  ; 
and  canft  thou  really  blame  him  for  putting  in  praftice 
fo  many  amiable  virtues  ?  Is  not  this  better  than  to  fee 
him  of  a  breaking  fordid  temper,  addidted  to  avarice  and 
other  ignoble  vices  ?  Remember  thy  own  genius  when 
thou  wert  young  ;  what  a  paffionate  delight  thou  tookefl: 
in  travelling  ;  yet  this  could  not  be  maintained  without 
great  charges  :  Confider  therefore  that  it  is  thy  own 
blood  running  in  the  veins  of  thy  fon,  which  prompts  ( 
him  to  a  noble  way  of  living  ;  and  do  not  thou  imitate 
thofe  fathers  who,  by  their  feverity,  teach  their  children 
to  degenerate,  inftead  of  making  them  better  or  more  re¬ 
formed  ;  they  frighten  them  from  the  paths  of  innate 
virtue  for  the  lucre  of  their  gold,  and  take  abundance  of 
pains  to  inftrudt  them  in  the  methods  of  covetoufnefs,  as 
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if  that  alone  were  the  zenith  of  wifdom  and  virtue, 
whereas  it  is  in  truth  the  very  fink  and  feminary  of  all 
vice. 

I  will  relate  to  thee  a  ftory  which  I  have  heard  in  Pa¬ 
ris,  which  has  fomething  in  it  very  Angular  and  remark¬ 
able,  concerning  the  affe&ion  and  care  of  a  father  toward 
his  extravagant  and  prodigal  fon  :  This  old  gentleman 
had  a  fair  feat,  about  ten  leagues  from  this  city,  which 
had  belonged  to  his  family  for  the  fpace  of  five  hundred 
years  ;  his  yearly  revenue  was  very  confiderable,  and 
having  only  one  fon,  he  gave  him  the  liberty  of  mana¬ 
ging  half  his  eftate  when  he  came  to  the  age  of  one  and- 
twenty  years. 

This  young  fpark  being  of  a  high  fpirit,  was  fo  far 
from  harbouring  any  thoughts  of  frugality,  that  he 
could  hardly  brook  the  neceffity  of  living  within  the 
compafs  of  his  allowance ;  he  addicted  himfeif  to  gam  - 
ing,  drinking,  and  other  lewd  courfes,  which  in  a  Ihort 
time  confumed  his  means,  and  reduced  him  to  great 
ftraits. 

About  the  fame  time  his  father  died,  and  left  him  the 
remainder  of  his  eftate,  giving  him  all  the  inftru£lions 
that  are  ufual  in  fuch  cafes  ;  and  among  the  reft  of  his 
fage  counfels,  he  charged  him,  if  it  fbould  be  his  naif- 
fortune  to  become  a  bankrupt  again,  fo  as  to  be  forced  to 
fell  his  eftate,  that  he  would  at  leaft  not  part  with  that 
houfe,  wrhich  had  been  fo  long  in  the  pofteftion  of  their 
family  ;  efpecially  he  conjured  him  to  referve  one  parti¬ 
cular  chamber  for  himfeif  as  long  as  he  lived,  which  was 
the  fame  where  he  then  lay  a-dying  ;  “  for  this  (faid 
he)  will  be  a  fanctuary  for  you  when  you  have  no  other 
place  of  refuge  in  the  world.” 

After  the  old  man’s  deceafe,  his  fon  fell  to  his  former 
courfe  of  life  ;  and,  to  make  Ihort  of  it,  in  a  few  years 
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fpent  all  his  patrimony,  even  that  very  houfe  itfelf,  which 
he  was  forced  to  fell  at  laft  for  an  under-price,  to  fupply 
his  prefent  necefiities.  However,  he  obeyed  his  father’s 
laft  injunction,  and  in  the  fale  of  the  houfe  made  articles 
for  the  perpetual  claim  and  ufe  of  that  chamber  to  him- 
felf. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  had  con  fumed  the  money 
which  he  had  received  for  the  houfe,  fo  that  now  his  laft 
fupport  was  gone  ;  he  tried  to  borrow  of  fome  of  his 
friends  and  acquaintance,  and  in  charity  they  fupplied 
him  at  firft  with  fmail  fums ;  but  when  he  often  prefled 
them,  they  grew  weary  of  him,  and  denied  to  part  with 
any  more. 

The  difconfolate  gentleman,  overwhelmed  with  grief 
and  melancholy,  returns  to  his  chamber,  hoping  to  find 
fome  eafe  in  that  private  recefs,  where  he  might  at  leaft 
have  the  privilege  of  venting  his  forrow  in  fighs  and 
tears. 

He  pafled  away  fome  time  in  this  dejefted  condition, 
when  at  length  he  caft  his  eyes  on  an  old  trunk  which 
flood  in  a  corner  of  the  chamber,  and  which  he  had 
fcarce  ever  regarded  before  ;  an  odd  curiofity  prompted 
him  to  rife  and  look  into  this  trunk,  perhaps  not  fo  much 
in  hopes  of  finding  any  relief  there,  as  to  divert  himfelf 
and  pafs  away  the  tedious  minutes  ;  and  yet  it  is  natu¬ 
ral  for  people  in  great  calamities  and  misfortunes  to  flatter 
themfelves  with  the  imagination  cf  unexpected  reliefs,  and 
to  catch  at  every  the  leaft  glimpfe  or  fliadow  that  feems 
to  prefage  any  good.  Be  it  how  it  will,  he  fell  to  rifling 
the  trunk,  but  found  nothing  lave  a  parcel  of  old  rags 
and  papers,  with  other  remnants  and  fragments  of  filk, 
linen,  and  velvet,  the  relics  and  fpcils  of  his  father’s 
wardrobe.  This  was  no  booty  for  him  ;  however,  he 
ceafed  net  his  fcrutiny  till  he  had  quite  emptied  the  trunk. 
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when,  to  his  ho  fmall  aftoniflment,  he  found  thefc  words 
on  the  bottom  :  “  Ah  prodigal !  haft  thou  fpent  all,  and 
fold  thy  houfe  ?  Now  go  and  hang  thyfelf  ;  there  is  a  rope 
ready  provided  for  thee  in  the  beam  of  the  chamber.” 

The  young  gentleman  looking  to  the  ceiling,  and 
feeing  a  halter  hang  there,  being  fattened  to  an  iron 
ring,  was  ftruck  with  fuch  a  damp,  that  concluding  it 
was  the  will  of  fate  that  he  Ihould  fulfil  the  words  he 
found  on  the  bottom  of  the  trunk,  he  immediately  took 
a  chair  or  ftool,  and  placing  it  juft  under  the  rope,  got 
up  and  railed  himfelf  upon  it,  that  fo  he  might  the  bet¬ 
ter  reach  the  defigned  inftrument  of  his  death. 

He  flood  not  long  muling,  for  life  appeared  now  in- 
fupportable  to  him  ;  wherefore,  putting  the  halter  about 
his  neck,  in  the  height  of  defpair  he  kicked  the  ftool  a- 
way,  when  behold,  inftead  of  hanging-  there,  he  fell  to 
the  ground,  the  weighty  fwing  of  his  body  having  pull¬ 
ed  out  a  piece  of  fquare  timber  from  the  beam,  being 
that  part  to  which  the  ring  was  fattened.  Immediately 
he  was  like  to  be  overwhelmed  and  buried  alive  in  a 
great  heap  of  gold,  which  came  flowering  down  upon 
him  out  of  the  hollow  place,  which  his  father  had  con¬ 
trived  on  purpofe  in  the  beam,  to  put  this  kind  far- 
cafm  on  his  fon,  now  fufficiently  mortified  by  fo  many 
for  rows. 

In  a  word,  this  made  fo  deep  an  imprefiion  on  him,  that 
he  grew  reformed,  buying  all  his  eftate  back  again  with 
part  of  the  money,  and,  employing  the  reft  in  merchan- 
difing,  grew  to  be  a  richer  man  than  his  father  or  any 
of  his  progenitors. 

Dear  Pefteli,  thy  fon  is  generous  and  witty  :  It  is  thy 
part  to  reclaim  him  by  methods  agreeable  to  his  nature  ; 
for  ruggednefs  and  aufterity  will  make  him  but  the 

worfe. 

Paris,  '5th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1671. 
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II. — To  CodorAfp.ad  Cheik,  a  Man  of  the  Law , 

JFIer e  has  happened  an  accident  of  late,  which  teitifies 
the  zeal  of  the  French  for  their  religion,  as  well  as  it 
difeovers  the  ralh.  and  unwarrantable  fuiy  of  a  bigotted 
defperado  :  This  perfon  was  one  of  that  fed!  they  call 
huguenots,  of  whom  there  are  g'reat  multitudes  in 
France;  and  they  are  diametrically  oppolite  to  thofe  of 
the  Roman  faith  in  their  principles,  and  the  manner  of 
worflfipping  God,  yet  are  tolerated  by  the  Hate,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  inconveniencies  of  a  civil  war,  and  the  effufton 
of  human  blood  ;  the  king  chooling  rather  by  clemency 
to  win  them  to  his  party,  than  by  a  fevere  execution  of 
the  laws  in  force  againft  them,  to  compel  their  confcien- 
ees  in  matters  relating  to  God. 

Yet  many  men  are  of  opinion  that  this  royal  condefcen- 
fion  will  nothave  its  defired  effect  upon  a  ftubborn  and  un¬ 
grateful  fort  of  people,  who,  inflead  of  being  obliged  to 
fidelity  and  obedience  by  fuch  indulgent  favours,  are  apt 
to  interpret  them  as  arguments  of  the  king’s  impotence 
and  difability  to  punilh  thofe  that  refill  his  authority,  and 
to  harden  themfelves  the  more  in  their  fadlious  infoknee, 
as  it  will  appear  by  what  I  am  going  to  relate  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  religious  furiofo,  a  huguenot  by  profefiion  :  Thus 
fellow  coming  one  day  into  the  great  temple  in  Paris 
which  they  call  Notre  Dame,  makes  up  diredlly  toward 
the  prieil  who  was  celebrating  mafs,  and  waiting  a  con¬ 
venient  feafon  to  execute  his  purpofe,  juft  as  the  prielt 
was  elevating  that  which  they  elleem  the  facramental  bo¬ 
dy  of  Jefus  the  Meffias  above  his  head,  according  to 
cuftoin,  that  it  might  be  adored  by  all  the  congregation, 
this  ruffian  ftepped  to  him,  and  ftriking  the  wafer  out  of 
h:3  hand,  trampled  it  under  foot,  and  then  afiaffinated 
the  prieil  with  his  dagger.  , 

The  whole  aftembly  were  afionifhed  at  fuch  an  unex- 
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ampled  attempt  ;  they  flood  ftill  like  ftatues  for  a  while, 
an$  fuffered  the  villain  to  pafs  through  the  throng,  till 
he  came  to  the  very  gate  of  the  temple,  when  beginning 
to  roufe  out  of  their  flupefadlion,  fome  ran  after  him, 
and  fo  he  was  feized,  and  carried  before  the  next  cadi 
or  judge  of  criminal  cauies,  who  condemned  him  to  have 
his  right  hand  firft  cut  off  before  the  gate  of  the  fame 
temple  where  he  had  been  guilty  of  this  affaflin  and  pro¬ 
fanation,  and  his  body  prefently  afterwards  to  be  burnt 
alive,  which  was  accordingly  executed. 

But  not  thinking  this  a  fufficient  expiation  of  the  dis¬ 
honour  done  to  God,  the  Archbithop  of  Paris  command¬ 
ed  prayers  to  be  made,  which  they  call  the  orifons  of 
forty  hours  ;  he  appointed  alfo'a  folemn  proceffion  of  all 
the  clergy  to  the  Temple  of  Notre  Dame,  to  cleanfe  it 
from  the  defilement  which,  according  to  their  belief,  it 
had  contratled  by  this  impious  aeftion.  The  Sovereign 
companies  of  the  city  likewife  attended  thefe  cere¬ 
monies,  in  their  robes  of  honour,  to  teftify  their  devo¬ 
tion. 

Thou  wilt  not  conclude  me  an  infidel,  or  fay  that  I 
undertake  the  patronage  of  the  Roman  religion,  if  I  con¬ 
demn  this  fellow  as  a  martyr  to  his  own  preiumption  and 
arrogance;  the  Romans  and  huguenots  are  all  alike  to  me, 
fo  long  as  they  are  equally  enemies  to,  the  meffenger  of 
God ;  but  it  is  not  decent  or  wife,  neither  good  manners 
nor  policy,  to  affront  the  eftablifhed  religion  of  the 
country  where  a  man  lives  ;  it  was  fufficient  that  this  ruf¬ 
fian  and  all  his  brethren  had  the  liberty  of  ferving  God 
after  their  own  way  ;  it  was  an  unpardonable  immorality 
to  difturb  the  lawful  priefts  of  the  nation,  efpecially  in  fo 
barbarous  a  manner,  in  the  very  height  of  their  myfte- 
nes,  the  nudff  of  their  daily  facrifice,  at  the  altar  of 
their  God,  Vic  they  profefs  to  immolate,  after  a  tran- 
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feendent  manner,  no  lefs  than  the  body  and  blood  of  the 
Meffias. 

Doubtlefs  all  nations  are  zealous  for  their  religion, 
and  we  muflulmans  fhould  not  fcruple  to  put  to  death  a 
headftrong  giafre,  who  would  prefume  but  to  pollute  ouv 
facrea  mofques  by  his  uncircumcifed  pretence,  much  lefs 
fhould  we  fpare  him  if  he  attempted  to  offer  any  violence 
to  a  true  believer  as  he  was  adoring  the  Eternal  Unity 
after  the  way  obferved  by  our  fathers,  and  commanded 
by  the  prophet.  And  though  thefe  Nazarenes  are  wor- 
fhippers  of  images  and  pictures,  though  they  adore  that 
which  to  all  outward  appearance  is  but  a  piece  of  bread, 
yet  the  precept  of  Mofes  ought  to  be  regarded,  which 
fays,  “Ye  fhall  not  blafpheme  the  gods  of  the  nations 
whither  ye  go  to  dwell.” 

Venerable  fucceffor  of  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  vouch- 
fafe  to  pray  for  Mahmut,  that  whilft  he  dwells  among 
thefe  infidels,  he  may  neither  make  fhipwreck  of  his 
faith,  by  embracing  their  vanities,  nor  yet  forfeit  his  dif- 
cretion  by  any  rude,  unfeemly,  or  violent  carriage  againft 
them. 

Paris,  23d  of  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1671. 


Ill — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

There  are  a  fort  of  men  among  the  Nazarene  ecclefi- 
aftics  whom  they  call  cafuifls ;  thefe  are  profoundly  verfed 
in  the  learning  of  the  fc'nools,  which  (if  thou  remember- 
eft)  honeft  Father  Antonio,  the  old  Sicilian  prieft,  our 
friend,  ufed  to  term  the  fcience  of  hulks ;  a  dry  chaffy 
fort  of  knowledge,  confiding  only  of  empty  vapid  no¬ 
tions,  windy  ideas,  diftinffions  made  in  fand,  which  may 
be  effaced,  altered,  or  formed  at  pleafure.  The  very 
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contemplation  of  thefe  metaphyfical  trifles  is  enough  to 
put  one  in  a  fever,  fo  fubtle  is  the  poifon  they  contain  ; 
a  fpiritual  venom,  which  darts  like  lightning  through 
one’s  thoughts,  and  foon  ferments  the  foul,  boiling  our 
reafon  up  to  feum,  and  froth  itfelf  away  in  divine  jargon 
and  religious  nonfenfe. 

Thefe  men  will  fplit  a  hair  in  divinity,  to  make  a 
fcruple,  or  to  difanriul  it  ;  they  raife  a  dull  in  the  eyes  of 
thofe  that  give  heed  to  them,  and  play  fad  and  loofe 
with  human  reafon  as  it  ferves  a  turn  ;  they  will  make  a 
hog  of  a  cufhion,  and  turn  an  elephant  into  a  coffee-difli, 
with  their  inchanting  haecceities,  identities,  quatenufes, 
and  the  reft;  of  their  learned  legerdemain,  the  perfect  ho¬ 
cus  pocus  of  the  Sorbonne,  by  which  they  juggle  men 
out  of  their  fenfes,  and  frame  chimeras  far  more  mon- 
ftrous  than  thofe  in  the  fidtions  of  Ovid,  or  the  more 
early  and  myfterious  poems  of  Mufasus,  Orpheus,  and 
Hefiod  ;  they  teach  men  to  {tumble  at  a  feather  in  the 
way  of  a  religious  life,  yet  not  to  boggle  at  a  millftone  or 
a  mountain,  where  intereft  calls  for  refolution  and  fpeed  ; 
they  ftart  more  difficulties  than  themfelves  can  anfwer, 
in  the  cafes  of  the  poor  ;  but  where  plenty  of  gold  ap¬ 
pears,  every  thing  is  made  eafy  and  plain  ;  mere  higglers 
in  religion,  quacks  and  empirics  in  matters  of  confidence; 
murdering  a  thoufand  diftempered  fouls  for  one  they 
cure  ;  pretending  to  be  guides  to  paradife,  they  lead  men 
through  uncouth  paths  and  intricate  windings,  till  they 
are  loft  in  labyrinths  of  error,  bordering  on  the  confines 
of  hell,  and  then  they  leave  them  to  themfelves,  where, 
if  they  make  one  falfe  ftep,  they  go  out  of  their  bounds, 
trefpafs  on  the  devil’s  frontiers,  and  fo  are  either  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  a  precipice,  or  at  leaft  of  being  taken  captives  by 
the  outlying  fcouts  of  the  infernal  kingdom,  from  whom 
it  is  difficult  to  efcape. 
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There  were  fuch  as  thefe  alfo  among  the  Jews  and 
Gentiles  of  old,  and  fo  there  are  at  this  day,  in  all  reli¬ 
gions,  men  who  are  fevere  in  punctilios,  and  neglett  the 
more  important  precepts  of  the  law  ;  nor  can  the  mufful- 
mans  themfelves  he  free  from  this  embarraffment  of  the 
faith  and  truth  brought  down  from  heaven. 

If  thou  obferveft.  the  grave  and  fupercilious  looks  of 
our  imaums,  mollahs,  cadis,  &c.  thou  wilt  take  them  for 
the  jufteft  men,  the  holieft  faints  on  earth  ;  mark  but 
their  difeourfe,  it  is  an  abridgment  of  the  Alcoran  ;  they 
are  feen  each  morning  at  the  firft  hour  of  public  prayer, 
Walking  before  the  mofques,  or  fitting  in  the  royal  ceme¬ 
teries  under  fome  melancholy  cyprefs,  reading  the  book 
of  Afionah,  or  fome  other  fpiritual  treatife;  with  eyes  call 
up  to  heaven,  or  humbly  fixed  upon  the  ground,  and  mimic 
poftures  of  their  hands,  they  a6t  devotion  to  the  life,  yet 
in  their  hearts  perhaps  are  fiudying  how  to  circumvent 
their  neighbours. 

Go  to  thefe  perfons  for  dnftruftion  in  any  doubtful 
cafe,  they  will  hamper  thee  with  far-fetched  terms  and 
crabbed  problems,  with  formal  afpe&s,  and  tedious  cir¬ 
cumlocutions  ;  breaking  their  beards,  and  fighir.g  from 
deceitful  breafts,  they  will  induftrioufly  amufe  thy  foul 
with  dark  enigmas,  and  trepan  thy  fenfe  in  fnares  of  in- 
fignificant  and  unintelligible  words,  driving  to  make  thee 
believe  they  are  the  picklocks  of  the  eternal  cabinet,  if 
not  the  privy  counfellors  of  heaven  ;  whereas  the  way  of 
piety  is  plain,  and  cireumfcribed  with  certain  noted 
boundaries  ;  it  is  hard  indeed  for  a  bewildered  traveller 
to  find  the  narrow  gate  and  firfl:  avenue  of  this  facred 
path,  amongfl;  fo  many  gorgeous  glittering  portals  ever 
banding  open,  and  inviting  men  into  the  fpacious  fields 
of  vice  ;  but  when  he  has  once  entered  the  obfeurer  pafs, 
he  has  nothing  elfe  to  do  but  go  diredtly  on,  without 
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turning  to  the  right  hand  or  the  left,  only  regarding  the 
fixed  land-marks  of  eternal  truth,  invariable  reafon,  and 
found  morality.  To  fpeak  plainly,  a  man’s  duty  is  com¬ 
prehended  in  a  few  eafy  rules,  and  he  that  goes  to  render 
them  difficult  by  knotty  thorny  gloffes,  throws  ftumbling- 
blocks  before  the  feet  of  true  believers,  and  interrupts 
their  pilgrimage  to  heaven. 

My  fiiend,  if  any  pious  fcruples  trouble  thee  or  me, 
let  11s  henceforth  be  our  own  cafuifls,  and  not  by  blind 
implicit  faith  enfiave  our  fouls  to  men  perhaps  more  ig¬ 
norant  than  ourfelves.  The  law  is  plain  and  pofitive  in  ne- 
celfary  matters ;  what  need  we  feek  to  entangle  ourfelves 
with  more  ? 

If  we  perform  our  orifons  at  the  appointed  hours, 
what  matter  is  it  whether  we  obferve  the  fix  traditionary 
poilures  or  no,  we  that  are  illuminated  I  only  fpeak  of 
fsch  ;  as  for  the  phlegmatic  dull  multitude,  it  is  fit  they 
ffiould  be  curbed  with  difeipline,  and  made  to  obferve 
the  nice  pundfilios  of  obedience.  What  fignifies  the  old 
verfatile  turn  of  the  head  from  one  fide  to  the  other,  as 
if  we  thought  to  catch  the  prophet  peeping  over  our 
ffioulders  1  or  where  is  the  fenfe  of  the  profounder  myftery 
of  poring  on  our  fingers  with  extended  palms,  as  if  we  were 
at  fchool  and  learning  our  alphabet,  or  imitated  the  clown- 
ifh  ruftics  of  Armenia,  who,  as  they  work  i?  the  fields 
and  vineyards,  will  make  a  dial  of  their  hands,  a  gnomon 
of  a  draw,  and  lofe  an  hour  in  ftedfail  gazing  on  their 
dirty  fills,  to  know  what  time  of  day  it  is  ?  Then  the 
myllerious  refling  of  our  hands  upon  our  knees,  with 
other  formal  ceremonies,  what  are  they  all  but  an  external 
difeipline,  confirmed  by  ancient  cuftom,.  and  obferved  for 
order’s  fake  ?  This  need  not  trouble  thee  or  me  when¬ 
ever  we  have  occafion  to  retrench  fuch  indifferent  niceties. 

Nay,  to  go  farther,  if  we  ffiould  negleft  the  Hated 
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periods  of  folerr.n  adoration,  compelled  thereto  by  fick- 
nefs,  travelling,  or  any  other  necefiity,  be  not  difconfo- 
late,  as  if  thou  hadft  been  guilty  of  a  mortal  fin  :  Some 
fupererogating  work  of  charity  will  cancel  ten  fuch 
faults  as  that,  or  at  leaf!;  thou  mayefl  look  boldly  in  the 
face  of  God,  when,  at  another  feafon,  on  thy  knees, 
thou  makeft  ample  compenfation,  or  by  facred  abftinence 
and  fading  difperfed  all  the  m-ids  and  clouds  of  guilt 
that  fat  fo  heavy  on  thy  foul.  The  times  are  all  alike 
to  him  who  is  eternal  ;  there  is  no  didinCtion  of  day 
or  night  with  that  Immortal  Effence  who  made  the  fun 
and  dars,  and  is  himfelf  the  unchangeable  fource  of 
light. 

So,  if  we  fhould  addrefs  ourfelves  to  Heaven  without 
the  ufual  forms  of  prayer,  or  any  words  at  all,  we  have 
no  reafon  to  be  fad,  as  if  our  orifons  were  ineffectual  and 
unheard.  In  the  eternal  high  recefs,  our  blent  vows  and 
fofted  whifpers  of  the  foul  echo  as  loud  as  the  mod  bold 
and  noify  clamour  of  the  tongue.  There  is  a  rank  of 
fpirits  among  the  red  above,  on  purpofe  made  to  waft  the 
fecret  thoughts  of  mortal  men  to  heaven.  We  cannot 
fail  of  audience  there,  whenever  we  fend  the  lead  ejacula¬ 
tion  up  with  firm  credentials  from  the  heart. 

In  a  word,  believe,  my  Dgnet,  that  the  Supremely  In¬ 
telligent  and  Wife  chiefly  regards  the  intention  and  fervour 
of  our  minds,  the  habitual  bent  of  our  fouls,  with  the 
innocent  and  pious  actions  of  our  lives ;  he  is  not  to  be 
moved  (unlefs  to  indignation)  by  the  vain  tautologies  of 
our  verbal  orifons,  the  naufeating  crambo  of  devouted 
words,  common  to  hypocrites  and  perfons  of  fincerity,  to 
the  mod  incorrigible  finners  and  the  greated  faints  ;  the 
humble  filence  of  a  heart  refigned  to  dediny  is  a  pacific 
facrifice,  atoning  for  the  greated  fins,  attracting  choiced 
favours,  fmiles,  and  benedictions  from  the  Eternal.  This 
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is  the  difcipline  of  facred  love,  the  rule  of  perfect  life, 
the  fecret  chart  of  the  eledtj  whereby  they  fleer  their 
courfe  to  paradife. 

Which  of  the  prophets  was  a  formal  beadfman,  to 
number  out  his  orifons  at  fingers  end,  and  offer  up  to 
God  a  fhort  and  vain  retail  of  words,  in  recompenfe  of 
infinite  bounties  paft,  and  in  hopes  of  more  to  come  ? 

Whop  Mahomet  was  purfued  by  cruel  infidels,  and 
forced  to  make  the  wildernefs  his  fandluary,  and  hide 
himfelf  within  the  hollow  of  an  aged  oak,  he  did  not 
feek  to  amufe  the  Eternal  with  fludiedrforms  of  fpeech, 
and  human  eloquence,  or  tire  the  immortal  ears  with  a 
religious  long  harangue,  as  if  he  thought  to  enfnare  the 
general  mercy  of  the  Holy  One  in  trains  of  artificial  and 
elaborate  language,  or  catch  his  more  particular  indul¬ 
gence  in  a  trap  of  fubtle  rhetoric.  The  harmkfs  faint, 
with  heart  and  face  eompofed  with  felf-denying  thoughts 
and  looks,  flood  like  a  ftatue  in  the  bleffed  afy- 
lum,  whiltl  gentle  rivulets  of  compaffionate  tears  trilled 
down  his  cheeks ;  his  foul  was  pierced  with  facred  pity  to 
his  enemies  ;  he  fighed  and  wiihed,  in  fhort,  whatever 
blamelefs  piety  could  fuggefl  for  him  and  them  ;  angels 
immediately  carried  the  prophetic  vows  to  heaven  ;  his 
filent  pafiionate  prayer  was  heard  ;  the  cruel  perfecutors, 
blinded  with  impious  fury,  rufhed  into  the  defart ;  they 
fpread  themfelves  abroad,  and  rode  at  large  ;  one  traitor 
fpurred  his  horfe  through  tliickeft  webs  of  low-entangled 
thorns  and  underwoods,  greedy  of  the  royal  and  majeftic 
prey,  whilfl  others  took  the  open  paths,  hoping  to  over¬ 
take  the  prophet  on  the  flight ;  they  feemed  to  fwim  or 
fly  rather  than  ride,  fuch  was  the  fwiftnefs  of  their 
courfe  ;  fierce  was  the  cry,  re-echoed  from  the  hollows 
of  the  rocks  and  valleys,  “  Mecca  for  the  head  of  Ma= 
hornet !”  Some  {tumbled  at  the  out-creeping  roots  of 
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trees,  and  broke  a  leg  or  an  arm  by  a  precipitate  fall 
from  cff  their  beads,  vvhilft' others  had  their  eyes  druck 
blind  by  interfering  twigs  ;  one  had  his  turban  rudely 
brufhed  off,  and  fcalp  feverely  fliaved,  by  broken  dumps 
of  boughs,  and  rows  of  knotty  branches,  placed  and 
bent  down  by  fate,  on  purpofe  to  avenge  the  apoftle’s 
caufe  on  filch  a  mifcreant  as  this  ;  another  could  not  curb 
his  horfe  from  jumping  down  into  a  deep  quarry,'  digged 
in  the  midft  of  the  wood,  where  the  proud  heretic  daffied 
his  lkull  and  brains  upon  the  marble  pavement  at  the  bot¬ 
tom.  So  fenfible  and  vindictive  are  inanimate  creatures, 
when  a  good  man,  a  faint,  a  friend  of  God,  is  wrong¬ 
ed  ;  the  very  docks  and  dones,  and  all  the  elements,  are 
touched  with  facred  fym'pathies  at  fuch  a  time ;  the 
frame  of  nature  feels  drange  tender  paffions,  fits,  and 
qualms  of  amorous  regard  ;  and  God  himfelf,  if  I 
may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  is  roufed  as  from  a  trance, 
and  fnatchjng  up  the  weapons  of  his  power  and  wrath, 
runs  like  a  champion  to  defend  the  caufe  of  injured  in¬ 
nocence. 

But  I  forget  that  I  am  writing  a  letter,  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  brief  ;  befidea,  what  I  have  faid  is  fufficient 
to  convince  thee  that  I  have  an  idea  of  religion  far  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  which  the  cafuids,  whether  muffulmans 
or  Chridians,  would  imprint  in  men’s  minds. 

If  thou  cand  not  think  as  I  do,  I  condemn  thee  not  ; 
ufe  thy  native  freedom,  but  remember,  that  though  men’s 
reafons  and  opinions  vary  as  do  their  faces,  yet  truth  is 
homogeneous,  uniform,  and  ever  of  the  fame  complexion, 
in  all  ages  and  nations. 

??ris,  id  of  the  sd  Moon,  of  the  Year  167*. 
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IV. — To  the  KaimaCHAM. 

The  King  of  France  has  lately  made  a  league  with  the 
King  of  England  ;  whereupon  the  people,  by  way  of 
proverb,  fay,  that  Mars  and  Jupiter  are  now  in  conjunc¬ 
tion,  refle&ing  thereby  on  the  different  tempers  of  thefe 
two  princes  ;  the  one  debonair  and  jovial,  exceflively  ad¬ 
dicted  to  women  and  wine,  yet  not  forgetting  or  declin¬ 
ing  martial  affairs,  when  his  honour  or  intereft  invites  him 
to  take  up  arms  ;  the  other  feeming  wholly  taken  up  with 
the  thoughts  of  conqueft,  and  enlarging  his  dominions, 
yet  fparing  fome  time  for  the  enjoyment  of  himfelf,  and 
profecution  of  his  amours. 

However,  both  of  them  now  have  proclaimed  open 
war  againlt  the  Hollanders  by  fea  and  land.  The  King 
of  Sweden,  who  was  before  an  ally  of  the  Dutch,  has 
of  late  declared  himfelf  a  neuter ;  ar.d  the  Bifhop  of 
Munfter,  who  is  one  of  the  eledlors  of  the  German  em¬ 
pire,  is  engaged  in  the  French  interefc. 

Thus  are  fome  of  the  princes  and  flates  in  Europe  di¬ 
vided  already,  and  God  knows  how  far  the  breach  may 
extend  in  time. 

It  is  not  altogether  unworthy  of  remark,  what  dif¬ 
ferent  fadtioas  there  were  of  late  amongft  the  Hollanders 
themfelves,  though  a  republic,  pretending  to  greater  and 
falter  union  of  interefls  than  what  can  be  found  in  any 
monarchy ;  yet  this  commonwealth  was  rent  into  three 
feveral  parties,  whereof  one  was  headed  by  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  the  other  by  John  de  Wit,  and  the  third  was 
compofed  of  the  commons,  without  auy  chief  of  note. 

I  will  not  trouble  thee  with  a  character  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  he  is  already  known  by  fame  at  the  Sublime 
Porte  ;  as  to  John  de  Wit,  I  can  give  no  other  account 
at  prefent,  but  that  he  was  a  perfon  whom  fortune  had 


196 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BE 


Vol.  VII. 


raifed  to  inch  an  eminence  in  the  commonwealth,  as  made 
him  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  rival,  and  competitor  for 
the  fupremacy  ;  therefore  he  fought  to  exclude  him  from 
■  all  employments  and  offices  of  truft,  that  he  might  eila- 
blifh  himfelf  in  his  place. 

The  third  party,  whom  we  may  call  republicans,  were 
of  opinion,  that  it  was  not  for  the  honour  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  to  acknowledge  any  head,  judging  that  the 
•eftablifhment  or  exclufion,  the  rife  or  fall  of  the  prince, 
or  De  Wit,  ought  to  be  a  thing  indifferent  to  the  ftates, 
in  regard  the  commonwealth  appeared  in  their  fight  fuffi- 
cient  to  flourifii,  under  the  protection  of  her  own  arms 
and  riches,  without  having  any  need  of  either  the  Prince 
of  Orange’s  affiitance  or  De  Wit’s. 

However,  riotwithftanding  thefe  animofities  of  the 
Hollanders  among  themfelves,  as  foon  as  they  found 
ihcmfelves  engaged  in  a  war  with  two  fuch  potent  mo- 
narchs,  they  all  unanimoufly  chofe  the  Prince  of  Orange 
as  general  of  their  army  ;  remembering  the  famous  ac¬ 
tions  of  his  fathers,  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Naflau, 
by  whofe  valour  and  conduct  they  had  gained  and  con- 
ferved  their  liberties  ;  on  the  other  fide,  De  Wit,  having 
rendered  himfelf  odious  to  the  vulgar,  was  by  them  tom 
in  pieces,  fuch  a  deftiny  often  happening  to  thofe  who 
afpire  to  raife  themfelves  by  unlawful  methods,  and  who 
are  ambitious  to  be  the  ringleaders  of  a  fa&ion. 

The  French  call  the  P-iince  of  Orange  a  general  with¬ 
out  an  army,  in  regard  the  Hollanders  being  as  yet  only 
upon  the  defenfive,  and  their  towns  wanting  ftrong  gar- 
rifons,  their  foldiers  are  all  difpofed  of  this  way,  fo  that 
there  is  little  or  no  appearance  of  a  field  army. 

This  is  certain,  the  King  of  France  is  the  moll  gallant 
prince  in  Europe  ;  he  paffes  from  divertifements  to  the 
toils  of  war,  and  from  the  campaign  returns  to  his  plea- 
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fares  again.  Thus  it  is  difficult  to  diftinguifh  between 
h!.-;  labours  and  recreations,  liis  plealures  and  las  biiiinefs; 
they  feern  to  be  lb  near  of  kin,  that  he  take*  equal  plea- 
fare  in  both. 

It  was  but  a  little  before  the  fa'll  appearances  of  this 
war,  that  he  and  his  queen  were  revelling  in  the  gardens 
of  Chantilly,  where  a  royal  entertainment  was  prepared 
for  them  by  night  ;  the  court  attended  them  thitl.er,  and 
there  the  Roman  luxury  was  feen  in  royal  miniature.  As 
foon  as  the  gates  were  'opened,  there  appeared  an  artifi¬ 
cial  day,  fo  light  was  the  place  made  with  flambeaux  and 
lamps,  which  being  well  placed  among  the  trees,  with  o- 
ther  refined  illuminations,  adorned  with  chaplets  of  flow¬ 
ers,  which  prefented  the  eye  with  a  pleafing  medley  of 
colours,  inteifperfed  with  oranges,  citrons,  and  other  a- 
greeable  fruits,  tranfported  the  company  with  exquifite 
delights  ;  all  together  pretty  well  refembled  a  foreil  in  a 
chamber,  for  the  walls  not  being  far  from  the  place  where 
the  king  fat,  were  hung  with  arras,  with  a  multitude  of 
lights  burning  near  the  hangings,  and  there  was  a  fpring 
of  water  in  the  middle  of  the  garden,  raffing  itfelf  after 
a  wonderful  manner  into  the  form  of  a  high  pyramid,  and 
falling  again  into  three  bafons  of  marble  fucceffively,  from 
one  to  the  other,  made  a  pleafant  fpe&acle  to  the  cour¬ 
tiers. 

Then  a  mod  magnificent  collation  was  ferved  up,  with- 
vocal  and  inftrurr.erital  mufic,  fo  Toft  and  fine,  with  a 
fudden  dew  cooling  the  air,  which  had  a  fmell  like  fweet 
briars,  as  rendered  the  place  a  pcufedl  paradife  ;  aftei 
which  followed  the  king’s  {upper,  far  furpaffing  the  ci¬ 
ther  banquet  in  all  manner  of  delicacy  and  politenefs,  as 
well  as  the  flupendous  abundance  of  difhes.  When  fup- 
per  was  ended,  they  were  entertained  with  a  fhow  of 
lomething  admirable  and  new  in  fire-works  ;  but  though 
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it  be  fo  to  them,  I  will  not  trouble  thee  with  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  it,  fmce  thou  haft  feen  far  finer  and  more  coftly 
at  Conftantinople,  or  wherever  the  great  fultan  kept  his 
refidence  at  the  time  of  a  dunalma. 

After  this,  the  king  went  to  fee  the  new  fortifications 
ci  Dunkirk,  which  he  had  ordered  not  long  before  ; 
and  in  a  little  time  followed  this  declaration  of  waragainft 
Holland.  ■ 

So  things  go  in  a  circle  from  war  to  peace,  from  peace 
to  war  again.  However,  thou  wilt  the  better  know  by 
what  I  have  faid,  how  to  comport  thyielf,  in  cafe  of 
any  difference  between  the  Englifh,  French,  and  Hol¬ 
landers  at  the  Sublime  Porte.  God  infpire  thee  with 
.limacterieal  wifdom,  to  adjuft  all  difficulties  in  their 
fitated  oeriods. 

A 

Fp.ris,  26th  of  the  3d  Alcon,  of  the  Year  1672. 


V. — To  Cara  Hali,  Phyjlclan  to  the  Grand  Signlor. 

T  hou  haft  borne  with  a  thoufand  impertinencies  in  my 
letters,  and  I  know  not  whether  what  I  am  now  going 
to  write  will  deferve  a  better  character  ;  however,  I  feel 
a  fpirit  within  me,  checking  my  ftupid  mind,  in  that  I 
was  not  before  fenftble  of  my  error,  but  mull  make  fo 
late  a  recantation.  It  is  impoffible  for  me  to  refleft  on 
the  vain  and  trifling  fubjedls  I  have  all  along  entertained 
thee  with,  and  not  to  blufh  at  fo  grand  an  overfight,  fince 
I  then  feemed  not  fo  much  as  to  regard  thy  knowledge 
and  practice  in  medicines,  which  has  exalted  thee  to  the 
honour  of  being  placed  in  the  front  of  tlrofe  who  take 
care  of  the  Grand  Signior’s  health  ;  much  lefs  did  I  pre- 
fent  thee  with  matters  fuitable  to  thy  more  interior  know- 
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ledge,  and  that  hidden  wifdom,  which  defervedly  ranks 
thee  among  the  moil  perfect  and  accomplifhed  mortals. 

In  ancient  times,  theology  and  phyfic  were  counted 
fcieuces  of  fuch  a  near  relation  and  mutual  dependance, 
that  one  could  not  fubfifl  without  the  other.  By  phyfic 
they  meant  the  general  fcience  of  nature,  othervvife  term* 
ed  magic,  which  comprehended  under  it  the  knowledge 
of  the  heavens,  the  elements,  and  every  being  within  their 
vaft  circumference  j  the  motions  of  fun,  moon,  and 
ftars,  their  various  afpefts,  influences,  and  dominions  in 
this  lower  world  ;  the  nature  of  the  winds  and  meteors, 
with  their  eftedls ;  the  virtues  of  all  plants,  and  living 
creatures ;  as  alfo  of  infenfible  things,  the  metals,  mine¬ 
rals,  and  other  fubftances  found  both  on  the  furface  of 
the  earth,  within  its  concave,  and  in  the  fea. 

Such  as  thofe  of  old  were  Apollonius  Tyanseus,  with 
the  magi  of  Perfia  and  Chaldea,  fuch  as  Hierarchus  a- 
mong  the  bramins,  Tefpion  the  gymnofophil,  Budda 
the  Babylonian,  Numa  Pompilius  at  Rome,  Zamolxides 
of  Thrace,  Abbaris  the  hyperborean,  Hermes  Trifme- 
giftus  of  Egypt,  Zoroafler  the  fon  of  Oromafes  King  of 
Bailria,  Evantes  an  Arabian  king,  Zacharias  a  Baby. 
Ionian,  Jofeph  a  Hebrew  ;  with  many  others  of  different 
nations,  as  Zenotenus,  Kirannides,  Almadal,  Thetel,  Al« 
chind,  Abel,  Ptolemy,  Geber,  Zabel,  Nazabarub,  Tebiti, 
Aerith,  Salomon,  Aitrophon,  Hipparchus,  Alcmeon, 
&c ;  and  of  later  date,  Albercus,  furnamed  the  Great, 
Arnoldus  de  Villa  Nova,  Cardan,  Raymund  Lullius,  with 
a  few  more  not  worth  the  naminef. 

Thefe  contemplated  the  fecret  force  and  virtue  of  ce- 
leftial  and  fublunary  things,  the  hidden  fympathy  between 
them  and  the  myfterious  powers  of  nature  ;  then  having 
by  a  curious  and  painful  fcrutiny  traced  out  the  true  ge¬ 
nealogies  of  things,  caft  their  nativities,  and  difcovered 
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all  their  kindred,  allies,  friends,  and  enemie?,  knew,  by 
applying  in  due  feafon  a  drives  to  proper  paffives,  how  to 
produce  effects  appearing  ftupendous  prodigies  to  the  vul¬ 
gar,  and  no  lefs  than  miracles  ;  whereas,  all  this  is  but  a 
pure  refult  of  nature,  helped  by  human  art ;  fo  watches, 
dials,  clocks,  and  mirrors,  appeared  at  firft  to  the  igno¬ 
rant  world  the  effects  of  magic  ;  efpecially,  the  fimple  na¬ 
tives  of  America,  fhowed  little  more  wit  than  apes  or 
cats,  which  look  behind  the  glafs,  to  find  the  adtive  fi¬ 
gure  of  themfelves  that  they  faw  in  it. 

And  now  I  am  got  amongft  thofe  poor  bardarians,  I 
cannot  forget  a  paffage  of  a  poor  Peruvian  (lave,  who 
being  fent  by  his  Spaniih  mailer  with  a  baiket  of  choice 
fruit,  and  a  letter  to  his  friend,  the  filly  ignoramus  being 
faint  by  reafon  of  the  exeeffive  heat,  his  journey  being 
alfo  tedious,  from  the  town  of  Lima  to  a  village  near 
the  mountains  of  Potofi,  eat  up  the  frujt  by  the  way,  to 
allay  his  hungry  thirft ;  however,  not  having  fo  good  a 
ftomach  to  the  letter,  he  delivered  it  fafe  to  the  perfon  to 
whom  it  was  addreffed,  never  once  dreaming  that  an  in- 
fenfible  piece  of  paper  could  tell  tales ;  but  that  difcover- 
inc  his  crime,  when  he  came  home  his  mailer  ordered  him 
to  the  baftir.ado,  to  make  him  fenfible  of  it ;  then  he  was 
fent  again  on  the  fame  errand  with  oranges  and  a  letter, 
^.and  meeting  with  the  fame  temptation,  he  knew  not  what 
to  do  ;  at  laft,  he  hid  the  letter  under  p  heap  of  fand, 
wifely  concluding,  that  if  it  faw  him  not,  it  could  never 
betray  his  fad!  ;  however,  to  fecure  it  from  all  means  of 
peeping,  he  fpread  his  mantle  over  the  place,  and  then 
fell  roundly  to  his  banquet,  thinking  he  fhould  now  have 
no  accufer  ;  in  fine,  he  eat  up  all  the  oranges,  and  was 
worfe  banged  for  his  pains  than  the  time  before. 

Generous  Hali,  thou  feed  I  am  fallen  into  the  fame 
error  for  which  I  made  apology  at  the  beginning  of  this- 
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letter,  but  tliou  carift  eafily  forgive  fuck  crimes  as  thefe  ; 
fuffer  me  only  to  relapfe  thus  far,  that  I  may  mention  the 
mathematical  magicians,  fuch  as  Archytas,  who  made  a 
wooden  pigeon  to  fly ;  and  Albert  the  Great,  who 
taught  a  brazen  head  to  fpeak  ;  not  forgetting  him,  un¬ 
known  by  name,  who  gave  to  the  itaiues  of  Mercury  vo¬ 
luble  tongues  and  elegant  language,  by  whofe  mechanic 
art  a  brazen  ferpent  learned  to  hifs,  and  birds  of  the  fame 
rnetal,  with  other  helps,  cut-vyed  the  nightingales  and 
thrufhes  in  their  melody. 

I  will  not  omit  the  execrable  practices  of  necromancers, 
or  fuch  as  invocate  the  dead,  and  with  nefandous  ceremo¬ 
nies,  rites,  and  facrihces,  call  to  aid  infernal  fpirits,  bind 
them  in  crystals,  or  fome  other  vehicle,  and  then  adore 
them  as  the  ancient  Romans  did  their  lares  and  penates  ; 
thefe  are  their  oracles*  which  they  confult  in  all  emergen¬ 
cies,  and  by  their  help  work  wonders  in  the  world,  fore- 
tel  things  future,  and  reveal  the  moil  remote  and  hidden 
fecrets,  whether  pail  or  prefent  ;  nor  is  this  a  fable,  or  an. 
old  wife’s  tale,  for  unlefs  the  experienced  nations  of  the 
earth  had  found  fome  real  evils  from  wizards,  magicians, 
and  witches,  they  would  not  have  made  fo  fevere  laws 
againil  them,  as  to  aim  at  their  extermination  from  the 
earth. 

Neither  need  we  admire,  that  women  are  as  much  ad^ 
difted  to  thefe  curfed  vanities  as  men,  fince  they  are  na¬ 
turally  more  inquifitive  into  fecrets,  and  lefs  cautious  of 
being  impofed  upon  ;  they  are  prone  to  fuperftition,  and 
from  their  infancy  bred  up  to  obferve  their  dreams,  their 
moles,  and  other  marks  upon  their  bodies  ;  they  covet  all 
the  depth  of  palmiftry  and  phyliognomy,  befides  a  thou-, 
fand  other  little  follies. 

If  they  meet  a  man  in  the  ftreet  at  firft  going  out, 
they  are  encouraged,  and  take  it  for  a  fign  of  their  good 
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fortune  ;  but  if  one  of  their  own  fex  encounters  them, 
they  cuvfe  the  undefigning  female,  and  return  home  a- 
gain  ;  they  obferve  fatal  days  and  nights,  and  certain 
critical  hours,  wherein  they  try  experiments  to  know  their 
future  huffiands  ;  they  brew  enchanting  philters  for  their 
lovers,  and  intoxicate  them  with  liquors,  wherein  young 
human  Cupids,  have  been  boiled  with  herbs  as  powerful 
to  effefl  their  with  as  tliofe  that  Circe  or  Medea  knew  : 
in  fhort,  there  is  no  fpecies  of  fortilegy,  or  divination, 
which  vain  and  young  maidens  are  not  praCtifsid  in,  which 
has  a  fair  difpofition  or  introduction  to  the  blacked;  kind 
of  magic. 

But  blefled  are  they,  O  pious  and  mod  learned  Hali, 
who  being  profoundly  (killed,  and  daily  converfant  in  the 
fcience  of  nature,  have  never  tainted  themfelves  by  any 
unlawful  commerce  with  fpirits  unclean,  infernal,  and  e- 
nemies  to  God  ;  they  are  divine  magicians,  having  celef- 
tial  charafters,  the  hidden  name  of  God  imprinted  on 
their  fouls,  whereby  they  are  able  to  attraft  the  angels, 
and  make  the  higheft  fpirits  obey  him. 

Hali,  God  grant  that  thou  mayeit  be  one  of  this  ve¬ 
nerable  and  happy  number.  Farewell. 

Paris,  5th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1672. 


VI. — To  Orchan  Cabet,  Student  of  the  Sciences ,  and 
Penjioner  to  the  Grand  Signior. 

It  has  been  a  long  time  fince  the  Chriftians  have  openly 
publifhed  libels  againft  our  holy  lawgiver,  and  the  book 
which  he  received  from  the  hands  of  Gabriel,  one  of  the 
chief  princes  of  heaven  ;  they  affirm  for  an  undoubted 
truth,  that  Mahomet  himfelf  compofed  that  volume  of 
light,  by  the  help  of  Neftorius  a  Chriftian  monk,  and  Ab- 
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dalla  a  Jew,  and  that  it  is  but  an  artificial  medley,  a 
hodge-podge,  or  gallimaufry  of  Pagan,  Jewifh,  and  Chri- 
ftian  principles,' cunningly  fuited  and  blended  together, 
in  order  to  gain  profelytes  of  all  religions. 

I  proteft,  by  the  veneration  I  owe  to  the  Eternal  God 
of  heaven,  that  I  really  believe  the  Alcoran  to  be  of 
divine  original ;  fuch  is  the  inimitable  elegance  of  the 
ityle,  the  brightnefs  and  force  of  its  reafons  and  argu¬ 
ments,  the  wonderful  and  charming  contexture  of  things 
hiftorical,  moral,  and  divine,  that  all  the  writings  in  the 
world  befide  feem  to  be  flat  and  infipid,  compared  with 
this  facred  and  ftupendous  pandedl  of  wifdom  ;  yet  X 
mull  confefs  I  know  not  how  to  anfvver  the  accufation  of 
the  Nazarenes,  becaufe  I  have  never  read  any  muffulman 
trcatife  that  undertook  to  refute  thefe  calumnies,  which 
makes  me  apt  to  think  there  is  none  fuch  extant  ;  for  I 
have  made  diligent  inquiry,  difeourfed  with  feveral  learn¬ 
ed  dodtors  of  our  law,  but  can  gain  no  fatisfattion  in 
that  point. 

Perhaps,  our  fathers  in  former  ages  were  ignorant  how 
the  meflenger  of  God  had  been  traduced  by  the  Chrifli- 
ans,  or  if  they  knew  it,  yet  they  difdained  to  anfwer  fuch 
malicious  lies  ;  and  as  for  thefe  modern  times,  the  Zeal 
of  religion  is  grown  too  cold  among  the  true  believers 
every  one  is  carried  away  with  felf-iove,  whilft  no  man 
will  be  at  the  pains  to  defend  the  truth,  or  manifeft  the 
errors  of  our  enemies  ;  befides  it  is  now  impofiible  to  dif- 
prove  what  they  fay  concerning  Neftorius  and  Abda'la, 
unlefs  we  could  produce  authors  of  unqueftionable  au¬ 
thority,  who  lived  in  Mahomet’s  time,  and  fo  could  give 
a  more  exaft  account  of  his  life  than  thofe  that  came  af¬ 
ter  them. 

However,  if  we  confult  common  reafon,  we  fhall  find 
it  very  improbable,  that  three  men  of  fuch  contrary  prin- 
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ciples,  as  a  Jew,  a  Chriftian,  and  a  Pagan,  fhould  all  vo¬ 
luntarily  agree  and  jump  in  one  defign  of  brewing  their 
feveral  religions  together,  and  drawing  fuch  an  extract 
from  them  as  could  fuit  with  neither  of  their  parties  fing- 
ly,  and  was  like  to  have  all  of  them  together  for  its  ene¬ 
mies  and  perfecutors  ;  there  was  no  ground  for  them  to 
expeft  the  converfion  of  any  Jews,  fo  long  as  the  Alcoran 
alfcrts  Jefus  the  Son  of  Mary  to  be  the  true  Melbas, 
the  Word  and  Breath  of  God,  worker  of  miracles, 
healer  of  difeafes,  preacher  of  heavenly  dodtrine,  and 
exemplary  pattern  of  a  perfedt  life,  denying  that  he  was 
crucified,  but  affirming  that  he  afcended  inti  paradife  ; 
whereas  the  Jews  call  him  an  execrable  impolhor,  magi¬ 
cian,  feducer  of  the  Nations  ;  and  finally,  by  way  of  ex¬ 
treme  derifion,  they  term  him  tl  The  man  that  was  hang¬ 
ed  on  a  tree.” 

Neither  was  the  Alcoran  like  to  find  any  better  en¬ 
tertainment  among  the  Chriftians,  for  this  laft  reafon,  in 
that  it  denies  the  crucifixion  of  the  Meffias,  which  is  the 
bafis  whereon  all  the  fuperflrudlure  of  their  religion  is 
built ;  it  is  the  angular  done  of  Chriftianity  ;  befides,  they 
could  never  be  reconciled  to  polygamy,  circumcifion,  a- 
boli'fliing  of  images  and  pictures,  nor  to  a  great  many  o- 
fher  things  which  the  muffiulman  law  enjoins  ;  efpecially 
they  could  never  brook  the  denial  of  the  Trinity. 

And  for  the  fame  reafon,  this  fuppofed  patched  form 
of  religion  would  have  been  as  little  welcome  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  in  that  it  took  from  them  the  multitude  of  their 
gods,  and  afferted  the  unity  of  the  Divine  EfTence  ;  fo 
that  all  circumftances  being  weighed,  it  appears  that  the 
Alcoran,  fince  it  has  had  fuch  fuccefs  in  the  world,  could 
not  be  forged  by  thofe  three,  nor  compofed  by  any  hu¬ 
man  pen,  but  is  of  divine  original;  befides,  had  there  been 
fuch  a  triumvirate  known  in  the  cafe,  the  Coreis  of  Mec. 
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ca,  and  other  mortal  enemies  of  Mahomet  and  his  doc¬ 
trine,  would  not  have  fpared  to  upbraid  him  with  it  ; 
and  if  they  were  not  known  to  the  Arabians,  who  were 
eonverfant  with  him,  how  came  the  Cbriftians  to  be  in¬ 
formed  of  this  private  cabal,  who  were  altogether  ft  rangers 
to  Mahomet  at  that  time  ? 

Confider  well  thcte  things,  and  thou  wilt  have  no  rea- 
fon  to  give  credit  to  the  calumnies  and  lying  afperlions 
cad  on  the  apoftle  of  God  by  unbelievers,  but  being  more 
and  more  confirmed  in  the  undefiled  faith,  wilt  glorify 
God,  who  has  guided  thee  in  the  right  way,  and  not 
into  the  way  of  infidels,  and  -thole  with  whom  he  is 
difpleafed. 

Orchan,  as  thou  art  endowed  with  great  learning,  t 
counfel  thee  to  employ  it  in  defending  the  caufe  of  the 
prophet  who  could  neither  write  nor  read. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  6ih  Moon,  of  the  Year  1672. 


VII. — To  Hamet,  Reis  F.jJ'cndl,  Principal  Secretary  pf  the 
Ottoman  Empire. 

H  ere  has  been  hot  work  this  fummer  in  tire  Weil  ;  the 
King  of  France  has  made  fuch  fwift  and  large  conquefts 
on  the  Hollanders,  that  they  have  hardly  had  time  to 
confider  their  Ioffes,  and  the  number  of  their  towns  fallen 
into  their  enemies  hands. 

It  always  falls  out  fo  when  this  monarch  goes  in  per- 
fon  to  the  campaign,  as  he  did  this  year.  In  a  very  little 
time  he  took  Burich,  Orfay,  Rimberg,  Vezel,  Rees,  Em- 
inerick,  and  many  other  places ;  yet  this  fuccefs  was  alloyed 
with  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Longueville,  who  fell  a 
viftim  either  to  his  dullnefs  or  temerity,  in  not  hearing  or 
not  receiving  the  cries  of  the  enemy,  who  demanded 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY  Vol.  VII. 


20  5 

quarter  as  the  French  were  palling  the  Rhine.  He  was 
fhot  with  a  mufket  bullet  ;  and  the  Duke  of  Enguien,  his 
coufin,  very  narrowly  efcaped,  for  they  were  both  jointly 
engaged  in  the  fame  adfion. 

The  death  of  this  prince  is  much  lamented,  not  only 
by  thofe  of  his  family,  but  by  the  whole  court  and  city, 
as  being  ,  in  the  flower  of  his  time,  having  flgnalifed  his 
valour  at  the  fiege  of  Candy,  the  conqneft  of  the  Tranche 
Compte,  and.  other  warlike  expeditions ;  and  they  dii- 
courfe  as  if  he  had  been  defigned  to  hand  candidate  for 
the  Polifh  crown. 

I  am  the  more  particular  in  this  relation,  becaufe  the 
enterprife  of  the  French  king  in  paffing  the  Rhine  is 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  moft  hardy  and  bold  that  ever 
was  taken  in  hand.  In  all  the  hiilories  of  thefe  parts, 
there  is  not  one  example  of  fo  furprifing  an  expedition  ; 
and  the  fuccefs  anfvvered  their  expectations ;  for  the  Hol¬ 
landers  were  extremely  daunted  and  difheartened  by  the 
news  of  thefe  exploits.  In  a  little  time  Arnheim  and 
Nimeguen  were  reduced  to  the  king’s  obedience,  with  the 
fort  of  Skin,  and  towns  of  D’Oefburgh,  Bomel,  Zut- 
phen,  Deventer,  the  metropolis  of  a  province,  with  Wei- 
fet,  Tougres,  Mafeick,  Dortemain,  Elbourg,  Woerden, 
Arnham,  another  capital  city,  with  many  more  places, 
too  tedious  to  be  rehearfed. 

In  a  word,  fuch  are  his  expeditious  marches,  his  fage 
counfels,  his  never-failing  fuccefs,  that  the  people  think 
it  not  flattery  to  call  him  a  fecond  Alexander  the  Great, 
Tamerlane,  Scanderbeg,  Scipio,  Hannibal,  and  all  the 
great  heroic  names  in  the  world. 

To  fptak  the  truth,  the  Kings  of  France  have  all  a- 
long  made  an  illuftrious  figure  in  the  world  ;  and  their  fa¬ 
mous  exploits  in  war,  with  their  heroic  attions  in  time  of 
peace,  afford  fufficient  matter  for  the  higheft  panegyrics, 
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without  an  occafion  of  hyperboles ;  which  made  one  of 
the  Roman  muftis,  in  a  letter  to  the  King  of  France,  thus 
exprefs  liimfel  :  “  By  how  much  the  royal  dignity  Iran- 
feends  the  {late  of  other  men,  fo  far  is  the  monarchy  of 
France  exalted  above  all  the  kingdoms  in  the  world.” 
Pope  Urban  IV.  faid,  that  the  King  of  France  was  as 
the  morning  ftar  in  the  firmament  cf  princes,  brighter  than 
all  other  kings,  a  perfect  god  on  earth.  It  is  affertedby 
another  author,  that  by  the  King  of  France’s  fhadow.the 
whole  world  is  ruled  ;  and  fach  was  the  efteem  which 
Pope  Clement  had  for  this  monarch,  that  be  granted  an 
hundred  days  indulgence  to  every  one  that  prayed  for 
the  King  of  France  ;  to  which  Pope  Innocent  IV.  added 
ten  days  more. 

It  is  a  maxim  in  the  Salique  law,  that  the  King  of 
France  never  dies ;  but  this  indeed  is  altogether  as  true 
in  Spain,  Great  Britain,  and  other  hereditary  kingdoms, 
till  the  fucceffion  fails  ;  for  then  it  degenerates  to  an  elec¬ 
tive  monarchy,  or  otherwife  into  ariftocracy,  or  laft  of  all 
into  democracy,  or  a  republic. 

But  France  is  yet  free  from  thefe  painted  forms  of 
flavery  ;  her  kings  are  mafeuline  and  vigorous,  her  queens 
chafte  and  fruitful  ;  there  never  wants  an  heir  apparent  to 
the  crown,  and  this  iecures  the  nation  from  a  theufand 
calamities  which  attend  eledlive  monarchies,  and  more 
popular  forms  of  government. 

What  injufticcs,  cruelties,  maffacres,  and  all  manner  of 
public  grievancies  were  complained  of  in  Rome,  after 
Claudius  Caefar  had  bought  the  empire  of  his  foldiers  ? 
What  bickerings  between  the  fenate,  the  people,  and  the 
armies  ?  Each  party  would  have  an  emperor  of  their 
own  choofing  ;  one  province  vas  emulous  of  another;  fo 
that  fometimes  there  have  been  twenty  or  thirty  emperors 
together,  all  claiming  the  fovereignty  ;  and  when  there 
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were  but  two,  fuch  was  the  obdinate  and  drong  difpute 
between  them,  that  they  have  been  forced  to  (hare  the 
empire  equally,  as  the  only  means  to  prevent  its  utter  dif- 
folution.  Hence  fprung  the  firft  inftitution  of  colleagues 
in  the  empire  ;  and  this  was  the  root  of  thofe  faCtionsr' 
and  divifions,  which  increafing  and  growing  up- with 
time,  branched  forth  into  fmaller  fchifms  ;  till  at  length, 
by  the  ambition  of  fome,  the  misfortune  or  careleffnefs  of 
others,  or  at  lead  their  want  of  power  and  .courage,  that 
mighty  empire  was  cantonifed,  rent  in  pieces,  and  dwind¬ 
led  into  that  narrow  dominion  which  it  now  poffedes  un¬ 
der  the  tutelage  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ;  and  there  ap¬ 
pear  no  hopes  of  its  ever  being  redored  again  to  its  prif- 
tine  grandeur,  unlefs  the  Bourbons,  with  their  growing 
fortune,  {hall  crown  the  eagle  with  a  chaplet  of  Flower 
de  Luce,  and  change  the  feat  of  the  weftern  monarchy 
from  improfperons  Vienna  to  all-conquering  Paris. 

In  a  word,  Henry  IV.  began  the  defign, 'Lewis  XIII. 
carried  it  on,  and  this  prefent  king  has  fo  far  improved 
it,  by  his  matchlefs  fortune  and  courage,  that  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  this  or  the  next  age  will  fee  it  brought  to  per¬ 
fection. 

Accomplifhedrminifter,  I  bow  myfelf  with  abundance 
ef  interior  veneration  to  the  dull  of  thy  feet  ;  I  affection¬ 
ately  kifs  the  border  of  thy  robe,  and  bid  thee  a  devout 
adieu. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  167a. 


VIII, — To  William  Vospel,  a  Recliife  of  Aujlrla - 

Th  y  letters  make  me  very  reftlefs  and  inquifitive  ;  they 
awaken  new  doubts  and  fcruples  in  my  bread,  indead  of 
removing  or  fatisfying  the  old  ones  3  frefh  aueries  dart  ia 
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my  mind  ;  and-  the  more  thou  laboureft  to  fatten  me  in 
thy  narrow  fuperftition  and  bigotted  zeal  for  the  infalli¬ 
bility  of  the  pope  and  the  Roman  church,  the  loofer  I 
grow ;  my  foul  is  like  a  wild  colt  in  the  wildernefs,  that 
tofles  up  his  head,  fnuffs  the  air  in  indignation,  and  fcorn- 
ing  the  bridle  of  fervitude,  neighs  for  joy  at  his  native 
liberty,  fcampering  at  large  through  the  folitary  watte  ; 
nor  can  he  be  wheedled  by  human  craft  to  lofe  his  be¬ 
loved  freedom,  or  change  it  for  a  tame  captivity. 

I  have  revolved  in  my  mind  the  ages  that  are  paft,  and 
the  years  of  untraceable  origin  ;  I  have  examined  the 
times  and-feafons  of  the  world  recorded  in  hiftory,  from 
Adam  to  Mofes,  from  Mofes  to  Jefus,  and  from  Jefusto 
thefe  prefent  days  wherein  we  live  ;  after  all,  I  find  that 
the  memoirs  of  former  tranfaftions  are  covered  with  great 
darknefs  ;  yet  there  are  not  wanting  fome  glimmerings  of 
light,  to  diredl  a  diligent  mind,  an  impartial  lover  of 
truth.  z 

Jefus,  the  Son  of  Mary,  was  of  the  ftock  of  Abra¬ 
ham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  ;  he  was  educated  in  the  law  of 
Mofes,  which  he  obferved  in  all  things  to  a  tittle ;  and  in 
his  lifetime  he  faid,  “Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  deftroy 
the  law,  but  to,  perfect  it:”  His  apoftles  obferved  the 
fame  rule,  and  in  all  things  were  ftridl  obfervers  of  the 
ftated  precepts ;  fo  were  the  primitive  Chriftians,  even  to 
the  keeping  of  the  Jewifn  Sabbath,  befides  the  firft  day 
of  the  week,  appointed  for  the  public  celebration  of  their 
own  myfteries  ;  ^they  abttained  from  blood,  and  from 
things  ftrangled,  and  from  all  unclean  meats,  and  fuch  as 
were  facrificed  to  idols  ;  they  had  no  images  or  pictures 
in  their  churches,  chapels,  or  oratories  ;  in  fine,  they  ob¬ 
ferved  all  the  neceffary  purifications,  and  adored  one  God 
with  unity  of  heart,  and  lively  faith  and  good  works  ; 
whereas,  thou  feett  the  prefent  Roman  church  follows 
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quite  contrary  maxims  ;  they  give  the  lie  to  our  Lord’s 
own  declaration,  and  pofitively  fay  that  he  came  on  pur- 
pofe  to  abolifh  the  law,  and  introduce  an  univerfal  liber¬ 
ty  ;  that  we  may  now  as  freely  banquet  on  the  blood  of 
llain  beafts,  as  on  the  milk  of  the  living,  and  eat  of 
fwine’s  flefli,  and  other  abominable  food,  with  as  little 
detriment  to  our  fouls,  as  on  the  flelh  of  lambs,  or  other 
clean  creatures  allowed  by  the  law  of  God.  How  can 
this  hang  together,  or  be  credited  by  any  rational  man  ? 
It  is  no  wonder  there  are  fo  many  libertines  and  atheifts 
in  the  world,  when  they  find  Chriftianity  to  be  a  mere 
heap  of  palpable  contradictions. 

To  this  thou  wilt  anfwer,  according  to  the  common 
rule  of  divines,  that  during  the  primitive  times,  the  a- 
poftles,  and  all  other  Chriftians,  obferved  the  law  of  Mo- 
fes  for  fear  of  giving  fcandal  to  the  Jews,  of  whom 
great  numbers  were  converted  to  the  Chriitian  faith, 
when  they  faw  that  the  followers  of  Jefus  did  not  deviate 
from  the  inftitutions  of  the  feniors,  the-ftatutes  of  the 
houfe  of  Jacob ;  but  that  afterwards,  when  the  gofpel 
was  preached  far  and  wide  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and 
that  many  of  the  Gentile  nations  were  brought  over  to 
the  church,  it  was  no  longer  necelfary,  for  the  fake  of  fo 
contemptible  a  people  as  the  Jews,  to  fcandalife  all  the 
reft  of  the  world,  and  impofe  on  them  a  yoke  which  they 
were  not  acculiomed  to  bear,  and  which  would  tempt 
them  to  {hake  off  Chriftianity  itfelr,  rather  than  fubmit 
to  fo  intolerable  a  burden  ;  therefore  the  church,  to  faci¬ 
litate  as  much  as  in  her  lay  the  converfion  of  the  Roman 
empire,  which  then  extended  itfelf  over  the  greateft  part 
of  the  earth,  accommodated  her  injunctions,  precepts, 
manners,  and  ceremonies  of  religion,  to  the  prefent  hu¬ 
mour  and  mode  of  thole  times ;  and  whereas  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  eat  of  all  meats  indifferent,  fo  they  were  taught,  that 
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this  was  agreeable  to  the  will  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  who 
came  to  refcue  men  from  the  flavery  and  bondage  of  Mo- 
faic  fuperftitions. 

By  the  very  fame  rule  they  introduced  the  ufuage  of 
images  and  pictures  in  their  churches  ;  and  the  veftments 
of  the  priefts,  the  ornaments  of  the  altar,  the  tapers, 
lamps,  incenfe,  flower-pots,  and  other  religious  gaieties, 
were  falhioned  according  to  the  patterns  they  received 
from  the  piiefts  of  Jupiter,  Apollo,  Venus,  Diana,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Heathen  deities.  Hence  the  festivals  of 
the  gods  and  goddeffes  were  turned  to  holidays  of  faints, 
and  temples  before  ccnfecrated  to  the  fun,  moon,  and 
flats,  were  afrefn  dedicated  to  the  apoftles  and  martyrs  ; 
thus  the  very  Pantheon  itfelf  in  Rome,  or  temple  of  all 
the  gods,  in  procefs  of  time,  by  an  ecclefiaftical  dexte¬ 
rity,  was  converted  to  the  church  of  All-Saints  ;  in  a 
word,  Chriftianity  in'  all  things  feemed  no  other  than 
Gentilifm  in  difguife  ;  and  it  muft  be  thought  a  pious 
fraud  thus  to  wheedle  fo  many  millions  of  tinners  into  the 
bofom  of  the  church,  whether  they  would  or  no. 

Oh,  father  William  !  doft  thou  not  blufh  at  thefe  tri¬ 
vial  excufes  for  the  manifeft  violation  of  the  laws  of  God? 
Can  man  be  wifer  than  the  Omnipotent,  or  will  he  pre¬ 
fume  to  correft  the  ways  of  him  that  is  perfect  in  know¬ 
ledge  ?  Is  the  true  religion  to  be  propagated  by  imitating 
the  idolatrous  rites  of  infidels,  or  by  proftituting  the  fa- 
cred  injunctions  of  Heaven  to  the  caprices  of  human  po¬ 
licy  ?  Did  ever  any  wife  lawgiver  condefcend  to  alter  and 
new-model  his  laws,  to  humour  a  peevifh  captious  fubjedt? 
Would  he  add  or  dimmifh  any  thing  for  the  fake  of  gain¬ 
ing  a  faftion  or  party  ?  And  can  we  think  that  God  ever 
■  defigned,  or  can  be  pleafed  to  have  his  divine  laws  gar¬ 
bled  and  mixed  with  profane  indulgences,  difpenfations, 
andamendinents  of  mortals, as  if  he  had  been  ignorantwhat 
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he  did  when  he  divulged  his  ftatutes,  and  wanted  the 
counfel  of  his  creatures  to  help  him  out  at  a  dead  lift  ? 

Was  that  tendernefs  to  be  only  fhowed  to  the  Jews  for 
a  time  ?  and  were  they  for  ever  afterwards  to  be  fcandal- 
iled  ?  In  vain  does'the  church  daily  pray  for  the  conver- 
llon  of  that  people,  whilft  by  her  doftrines  and  daily  prac¬ 
tices  lhe  hardens  them  more  in  their  infidelity.  The  E- 
thiopian  church  is  a  handing  witnefs  againft  her  to  this 
day,  where  the  Cluiflians,  from  all  antiquity,  even  from 
the  times  of  the  apoftles,  have  kept  that  part  of  the  law 
ofMofes  which  relates  to  cleannefs  and  uncleannefs,  and 
prefcribes  the  choice  we  are  to  make  of  meats  allowed  to 
be  eaten,  forbidding  thofe  that  are  execrable,  and  an  abo¬ 
mination.  Hence  it  is,  that  there  are  more  Jews  con¬ 
verted  to  the  Chriftian  belief  in  that  country  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world  befides. 

It  was,  in  my  opinion,  to  begin  at  the  wrong  end,  thus 
to  negledi  the  falvation  of  the  Jews,  our  elder  brethren, 
from  whom  we. received  the  oracles  of  God,  and  run  to 
profelyte  the  Gentiles  by  fuch  prepofterous  methods,  as 
rendered  us  in  a  manner  as  much  their  converts  as  them 
ours  ;  fince  we  Ihuftled  our  religions  together  at  random, 
and  made  a  lottery  of  divine  and  human  inftitutions,  ex¬ 
changing  one  fpecles  of  fuperftition  and  idolatry  for  ano¬ 
ther,  bartering  Jupiter  for  Peter, and  Mars  for  Paul,  Venus 
and  her  Cupid  for  the  Virgin  Mary  and  her  child  Jefus, 
a  god  for  an  apoflie,  and  a  demi-god  fora  martyr;  whilft 
the  law  itfelf,  which  is  the  foundation  and  main  prop  of 
true  religion,  lies  negll&ed  and  trampled  under  foot. 

The  Chriftians  of  the  Eaft  feem-mme  excufable .  than 
we  ;  for  though  they  are  not  fo  punctual  in  obferving  all 
the  niceties  of  cleannefs  and  uncleannefs,  meats,  and 
drinks,  See.  as  thofe  of  Ethiopia,  yet  they  will  not  taftc 
of  blood,  or  any  thing  ftrangled  ;  and  their  ecclefiaftics 
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a.b flaiii  from  all  manner  of  flefti  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  their  lives.  They  obferve  alfo  many  purifications,  and 
wholefome  rules  of  life  ;  whereas  we  of  the  Latin  church 
wallow  in  all  manner  of  filthinels  like  fwine,  andblefs  our- 
felves  as  if  we  were  the  only  true  catholics,  the  eledl  of 
God,  in  the  high  road  to  heaven.  I  am  at  a  lofs.  what 
to  think  of  thefe  things,  neither  can  I  ever  hope  to  fee 
the  Jews  converted  till  thefe  offences  are  removed. 

There  is  a  rumour  fpread  up  and  down  of  the  Wander¬ 
ing  Jew  ;  I  fuppofe  thou  haft  heard  of  fuch  a  man  ;  he 
is  now  at  Aftracan,  and  preaches  every  where  that  there 
will  be  a  reformation  of  Chriftianity  after  the  year  1700; 
that  the  Jews  fnall  be  converted  ;  and  all  this  to  be  per¬ 
formed  by  the  admirable  gifts  of  an  Englifhman,  who 
fhall  reftore  truth  to  its  primitive  luftre  and  integrity  ; 
they  fay  he  will  caufe  the  images  and  pictures  to  be  ut¬ 
terly  deftroyed,  and  the  law  of  Mofes  to  be  kept,  fo  far 
as  relates  to  cleannefs  and  uncleannefs,  &c. ;  that  in  his 
days  the  temple  of  Solomon  (hall  be  rebuilt,  and  the  world 
(hall  put  on  a  new  face. 

Father  William,  L  would  not  have  thee  defpife  thefe 
things,  fince  they  have  been  long  foretold  by  Joachim 
the  abbot,  by  St.  Methodius,  by  Noftrodamus  the  French 
prophet,  and  by  many  other  eminent  perfons,  whofe 
writings  are  extant,  and  many  of  their  predictions  are 
'  already  come  to  pafs.  The  Roman  church  manifeftly 
Hands  in  need  of  a  reformation  ;  and  fince  the  governors 
of  it  cannot  be  prevailed  on  to  fet  their  hands  to  fo  pious  a 
work,  we  know  not  but  God  may  effedt  it  by  the  means 
of  a  ftranger,  fome  obfcure  perfon  at  prefent,  but  whofe 
light  may  fttine  hereafter  through  all  generations. 

Father  William,  thou  wilt  pardon  the  liberty  I  take 
in  difcourfing  about  thefe  things,  and  remember  that  it  is 
a  work  of  charity  to  bear  with  the  impertinencies  of  o- 
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thers.  However,  I  thank  God  I  am  out  of  the  purlieu 
of  the  Spanilh  Iuquifition. 

Paris,  lit  of  the  loth  Moon,  of  the  Year  167a. 


IX. —  To  Codabafrad  Cheik,  a  Man  of  the  Law. 

I  have  a  kinfman  by  blood,  redding  at  Aftracan,  in 
the  parts  of  Mufccvy  ;  his  name  is  Ifouf,  a  man  of  an 
ardent  fpirit,  and  active  wit  ;  a  great  traveller,  and  one 
who  makes  good  that  charafter,  by  the  folid  remarks  he 
has  made  on  the  mod  important  things  in  his  way  through 
Afia,  Africa,  and  Europe;  for  he  is  not  in  the  number 
of  thofe  who  come  home  from  foreign  countries,  only  la¬ 
den  with  vanities  and  trifles. 

From  him  I  receive  frequent  difpatches,  fince  his  be¬ 
ing  fettled  at  Aftracan,  in  quality  of  a  merchant,  where 
he  improves  his  eftate  to  great  advantage,  enjoys  the  in¬ 
nocent  pleafures  of  human  life,  without  fu  fie  ring  himfei: 
to  be  tainted  with  the  vices  which  are  unprofitable,  trcu- 
blefome,  and  bring  fcandal  to  a  man’s  reputation  ;  for 
fome  vices,  thou  knoweft,  pafs  into  the  predicaments  of 
virtues,  when  intereft  or  necefiity  gives  an  indulgence. 

There  is  a  mutual  intercourfe  between  my  coufln  and 
me  ;  and  among  other  letters  which  he  fends  me,  I  re¬ 
ceived  one  lately,  wherein  he  informs  me,  that  he  whom 
they  call  the  Wandering  Jew,  of  whom  I  made  mention 
formerly  in  one  of  my  difpatches  to  the  Sublime  Porte,  is 
now  at  Aftracan  ;  that  he  preaches  openly  in  the  mar¬ 
kets,  and  at  the  burfe  or  exchange,  not  refilling  private 
converfation  with  any  that  defire  it. 

There  is  a  great  conflux  of  people  from  all  nations,  and 
of  all  religions,  to  that  city ;  he  carries  himfelf  with  an  e- 
qual  indifference  to  every  various  fedt,  and  they  all  feem 


Book  IV. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


215 


mightily  taken  with  his  doctrines  ;  the  chief  thing  he 
aims  at  in  all  his  difcourfes  is,  that  there  will  be,  ere  long, 
an  univerfal  change  of  religion  over  all  the  earth,  and  that 
every  nation  on  the  globe  fnall  worfnip  one  God,  obey 
the  law  of  Jefus  the  fon  of  Mary,  and  embrace  one  faith. 
When  he  infills  on  this,  he  Teems  to  be  void  of  all  doubts 
and  hefitations,  fpeaks  magifterially,  like  a  prophet,  who 
has  received  a  fure  and  certain  revelation  of  the  thing  he 
foretels  ;  but  when  any  difpute  with  him,  not  in  a  fpirit 
of  captioufnefs,  but  to  fift  the  truth,  he  freely  condefcends 
to  anfwer  all  their  objections  with  folid  reafons,  and  to 
convince  them  by  their  own  principles  that  it  mull  be  fo. 

He  fays,  that  about  the  year  1700  of  the  Chriftians 
hegira,  the  invincible  Ofmans  (hail  break  down  the  fences 
of  Europe,  and  lhall  overflow  all  Chriltendom  like  a 
mighty  torrent  that  has  overtopped  its  banks  ;  in  thofe 
days  there  lhall  be  great  defolation  in  Hungary,  Poland, 
Germany,  France,  and  other  regions  of  the  Well  ;  only 
Denmark,  Sweden,  Mufcovy,  and  other  countries  of  the 
North,  lhall  remain  untouched  ;  but  above  all  other  na¬ 
tions,  he  fays  Italy  will  be  made  a  perfeCt  wildernefs,  her 
cities  laid  in  afnes,  her  immenfe  wealth  plundered  and 
carried  away  by  the  greedy  Tartars,  Arabians,  and  Turks, 
who  will  fpare  neither  age  nor  fex,  putting  all  to  the  fword, 
efpecial'iy  the  ecclefiallics,  none  of  which  lhall  efcape  the 
public  vengeance,  fave  three  cardinals,  lincere  and  holy 
perfons,  who  lhall  fly  into  England  for  fanftuary  by  the 
way  of  the  fea. 

That  ifland,  he  fays,  lhall  become  the  refuge  of  all  fuch 
who  can  efcape  the  calamities  involving  the  adjacent  coun¬ 
tries  ;  thither  they  lhall  flock  with  their  wives  and  chil¬ 
dren,  and  all  their  wealth,  when  they  lhall  hear  of  the 
approaching  terrors,  the  prefent  devaftations  of  Italy,  and 
the  univerfal  conquefts  of  the  Ofmans  ;  the  king  of  the 
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country  (hall  receive  thofe  diftrefled  fugitives  with  open 
arras,  and  fliall  affign  them  certain  portions  of  land,  where 
they  may  build  houfes  and  habitations  for  themfelves  and 
their  families,  there  being  abundance  of  wafte  ground  in 
that  ifland,  which  they  may  manure  and  improve  to  their 
own  and  the  public  advantage. 

After  this,  lays  he,  fhali  arife  a  certain  man  in  England 
from  his  obfcure  centre,  a  perfon  filled  with  all  manner  of 
divine  knowledge  and  wifdom,  endowed  with  the  fpiiit  of 
prophecy,  of  a  graceful  afpedl  and  elegant  fpeech,  of  a 
compofed  gravity,  and  calm  addrefs,  a  man  mild,  inno¬ 
cent,  temperate,  chafte,  and  merciful  above  the  reft  of 
human  race;  people  fhali let  their  eyes  fall  on  the  ground 
when  they  meet  him  in  the  ftreets,  even  before  they  know 
what  he  is,  overcome  bytheluftre  of  modefty,  grace,  and 
viitue  which  fliines  in  his  countenance  ;  a  perfon  highly 
beloved  of  God  and  man. 

This  man  fnall  meet  the  three  fugitive  cardinals  in  an 
hour  of  deftiny  ;  then  that  which  lay  long  fmothering 
fhali  fuddenly  buril  forth  into  a  flame  ;  the  light  of  God 
{hail  be  diffufed  through  his  foul;  his  heart  fliall  be  like  a 
lamp,  and  his  tongue  fliall  utter  marvellous  things;  when 
he  opens  his  mouth  in  divulging  the  myfteries  of  God, 
Ins  words  fliall  be  like  the  fparks  of  an  eternal  fire,  kin¬ 
dling  flames  of  love  in  the  breafts  of  the  hearers;  the  car- 
dinals  fliall -rife  from  their  places,  and  run  to  embrace 
him  ;  a  council  of  the  chief  bifhops  and  priefts  of  the 
land  fliall  be  aflembled  by  the  king’s  order,  where  the 
three  cardinals  alfo  fliall  be  prefent,  and  after  mature  de¬ 
liberation,  with  unanimous  confent,  they  fliall  call  for  the 
holy  oil  of  confeeration,  and  fliall  anoint  him  ;  they  fliall 
proclaim  him  the  great  father  and  patriarch  of  the  faith¬ 
ful,  the  direftor  of  fuch  as  would  go  to  paradife. 
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He  fliall  (how  them  a  new  pattern  of  the  law  of  Jefus 
the  Son  of  Mary,  or  rather  the  old  and  true  one,  freed 
from  the  corruptions  and  errors  which  have  been  fuper- 
induced  for  many  years  ;  their  hearts  fliall  yield  as  to  an 
oracle,  and  the  king  of  the  country  fliall  approve  of  their 
counfel ;  fo  fliall  all  thofe  of  the  noble  and  vulgar,  whofe 
good  fate  is  written  in  their  foreheads  ;  as  for  the  reft, 
they  fliall  remain  in  their  incredulity. 

This  holy  perfon  fliall  reform  the  errors  of  all  the  Chrif- 
tian  churches,  utterly  abolifli  the  ufe  of  images  and  pic¬ 
tures,  convince  the  Jews  of  their  infidelity,  and  chafe  a- 
way  the  darknefs  of  fuperftition  from  the  earth  ;  he  fliall 
argue  with  reafons  fo  forcible  and  cogent,  fo  clear  and 
demonftrative,  that  none  but  the  wilfully  obftinate  will 
refift  the  truth  which  he  divulges,  oroppofehis  authentic 
million  ;  thoufands  fliall  be  converted  by  the  dint  of  his 
words,  and  ten  thoufands  by  his  exemplary  life  ;  for  he 
fliall  go  up  and  down  preaching  and  doing  good  works 
throughout  Great  Britain,  till .  the  number  of  his  profe- 
lytes  is  complete  ;  then  he  fliall  fend  apoftles  and  meffen- 
gers  into  Swedeland,  Denmark,  Mufcovy,  and  other  parts 
of  Europe,  who  fliall  alfo  convert  an  innumerable  multi¬ 
tude  to  his  law  ;  foreign  princes  fliall  fend  their  ambafia- 
dors  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  him,  for  he 
fliall  be  at  the  king’s  right  hand  ;  they  fliall  enter  into 
leagues  and  covenants,  and  all  the  Chriftian  princes  fliall 
be  at  unity  ;  mighty  armies  fliall  be  raifed  in  the  North, 
who  fliall  come  down  and  give  new  courage  to  the  op- 
prefiedNazarenes  of  the  Weft;  they  fliall  all  take  up  arms, 
and  chafe  the  Ofmans  back  again  to  their  own  country, 
recovering  the  wealth  which  they  had  taken  from  them. 

After  this,  by  an  univerfal  agreement  of  the  Chriftians, 
this  holy  perfon  fliall  be  proclaimed  the  great  paftor  of 
the  church;  a  prodigious  army  fliall  be  gathered  together 
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out  of  all  the, Ch rift ian  nations,  to  conduct  him  to  the 
Holy  Land,  and  to  crown  him  in  Jerufalem  ;  they  ihall 
vanquifh  and  exterminate  the  Ofmans  out  of  Paleftine, 
and  all  the  adjacent  regions  ;  then  (hall  Jerufalem  be  re¬ 
built  glorioufly,  and  the  temple  of  Solomon  with  fap- 
phires  and  emeralds ;  that  city  Ihall  be  the  feat  of  the 
Chriftian  muftis,  this  new  patriarch  and  his  fucceftors  to 
the  dav  of  doom;  then  (hall  the  eyes  of  the  Jews  be  open¬ 
ed  ;  they  fnall  acknowledge  Jefus  the  fon  of  Mary  to  be 
the  true  Meffias,  whom  they  have  fo  frequently  curfed  ; 
in  a  word,  he  fays  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  people  of  all 
nations,  Ihall  refort  to  Jerufalem,  or  fend  thither  their 
gifts  and  preients.  It  Ihall  become  the  miftrefs  of  the 
whole  earth. 

Sage  cheik,  this  is  the  fubftance  of  what  my  coufin 
Ifouf  acquaints  me  with  concerning  the  Wandering  Jew, 
and  his  new  doctrines,  the  cenfure  of  which  I  leave  to 
thee,  who  haft  a  difcerning  fpirit,  and  art  able  to  dif- 
tinguifn  truth  from  an  impofture.  God  only  knows  what 
is  hid  in  the  womb  of  futurity  ;  every  age  is  pregnant, 
and  brings  forth  ftrange  events,  yet  when  it  is  over,  all 
founds  like  a  dream.  The  world  itfeif  is  no  better,  and 
1  that  write  this,  am  but  meihinks  the  (hadow  of  a  vifion 
cr  trance ;  I  hardly  know  whether  I  am  afleep  or  awake 
w'hilft  my  pen  feems  to  move  ;  therefore,  it  being  very' 
late,  I  lay  it  afide,  and  bid  thee  adieu,  praying  that  thou 
and  I  may  have  the  happinefs,  even  in  this  hfe,  to  tafte 
the  fweet  flumbers  of  paradife. 

Faris,  7th  of  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1672. 
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XIII. —  To  Hamet,  Reis  Effendi,  Princif .  I  Secretary  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire. 

X  think  all  the  fenfible  world  are  inquifitlve  into  the  life 
of  Cardinal  Richlieu  ;  he  was  the  pole-ftar  of  flatefmen, 
whilft  living,  and  how  he  is  dead,  his  memoirs  and  max¬ 
ims  ferve  as  a  chart  and  compafs,  by  which  the  politicians 
freer  their  courfe  to  avoid  the  rocks  and  ihelves  which 
threaten  a  kingdom  or  commonwealth,  both  in  the  tem¬ 
pers  of  war  and  the  ferene  calms  of  peace. 

Thou  haft,  formerly  received  fome  remarks  from  me  on 
the  life  of  this  great  minifter,  yet  I  am  not  furprifed  at 
the  contents  of  thy  laft  difpatch,  which  require  a  farther 
account  of  him  ;  nobody  can  know  too  much  of  a  mail 
who  was  the  miracle  of  his  time,  and  not  only  ftartled 
the  wifefr  of  contemporaries  by  his  prodigious  aftions, 
but  has  puzzled  all  that  furvive  him  to  trace  his  footfteps. 

Undoubtedly  France  owes  to  his  condudl  all  her  pre- 
fent  grandeur,  with  the  hopes  fire  has  of  increafing  it;  to 
him  fne  is  indebted  for  her  conquefts  in  Flanders,  Sicily, 
Catalonia,  Piedmont,  and  the  German  frontiers  ;  it  was 
he  firft  taught  her  the  complete  way  to  humble  her  info- 
lent  neighbours,  and  to  fupprefs  her  rebellious  domeftics; 
he  much  abated  the  troublefome  weight  of  a  crown,  and 
made  it  fit  lighter  on,  the  head  of  Lewis  XIII  ;  whillt 
Cardinal  Mazarini,  his  fucceffor  in  the  prime  miniftry, 
adting  by  the  fame  principles,  rendered  it  as  foft  and  eafy 
to  the  prefent  king  as  the  Grand  Signior’s  turban.  In  a 
word,  through  theefficacy  of  Richlieu’spoliticSjLewis  XIV. 
is  become  the  moil  abfolute  monarch  in Chriftendom;  forhe 
either  undermines  or  over-reaches  his  enemies,  by  fpecious 
treaties  of  peace,  where  he  is  fure  to  have  the  better  of 
it,  or  he  runs  them  down  with  the  force  of  war;  to  con¬ 
clude,  he  has  a  long  head,  and  a  long  fword,  which  all 
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will  confefs  tlv.t  have  to  do  with  him  ;  and  this  is  the 
pure  refult  of  Richlieu’s  memoirs. 

Yet  after  all,  that  minifter  had  his  blind  fide  too,  as 
well  as  other  mortals  ;  public  virtues,  and  private  vices, 
Hate  perfections,  and  perfonal  frailties ;  he  ferved  his 
matter  with  a  zeal  and  fidelity,  with  a  wifdorn  and  cou¬ 
rage  difficult  to  be  matched  ;  but  he  ferved  himfelf  after 
the  common  manner  of  men  ;  he  indulged  his  favourite 
paffions,  which  were  love,  jealoufy,  and  revenge. 

There  is  a  letter  of  mine  regiftered  in  the  archives  of 
the  facred  Porte,  wherein  I  mentioned  a  particular  amour 
of  this  great  prelate  lides  that,  he  had  feveral  intrigues 
with  the  Duchefs  of  Elbe.ffi,  the  Counters  of  Soiffons,  and 
other  ladies  of  prime  quality  ;  nay,  there  are  not  want¬ 
ing  fuch  as  confidently  report,  that  he  had  two  children 
by  one  of  his  own  nieces ;  and  verfes  were  fpread  about 
on  that  fubjedt. 

As  he  cherifhed  this  foft  inclination  to  women,  fo  he 
was  naturally  jealous  of  all  rivals,  whether  of  his  love  or 
intereft  ;  he  would  never  fuffer  any  man  to  live,  whom  he 
once  fufpedted  to  be  in  a  capacity,  and  to  make  the  fmall- 
eft  advances  to  thwart  his  defigns. 

For  this  reafon,  he  gave  the  moft  confiderable  military 
offices,  both  by  fea  and  land,  to  ecclefiaftics,  who  depend¬ 
ed  on  him,  which  occafioned  a  certain,  waggifh  poet  to 
pafs  this  jeft  on  the  public  adminittration : 

Un  archeveque  eft  admiral, 

Un  Gros  eveque  eft  corporal, 

Un  prelat  prefident  aux  frontiere?, 

Un  autre  a  des  troupes  guerrieres, 

Un  capuchin  penfe  au  combat, 

Un  cardinal  a  des  foldat, 

Un  autre  eft  generaliffime  ; 

France  je  croy  qu’icy  has 
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Ton  Eglifc  fi  magmnime, 

Milite  et  ne  triomphe  pa«. 

Reflecting  hereby  on  the  Archbiihcp  of  Bourdeaux,  the 
Bifliop  of  Chartres,  the  Bifhop  of  Nantes,  the  Bilhop  of 
Mande,  Father  Jofeph  a  friar,  Cardinal  de  Valette,  and 
Cardinal  Richlieu  ;  thefe  being  the  chief  commanders  of 
the  land  and  fea  forces. 

It  will  make  thee  fmile,  perhaps,  to  read  an  epitaph 
that  was  made  on  that  Father  Jofeph  above  named;  who 
being  efteemed  a  very  infamous  man,  and  lying  interred 
_  in  the  fame  tomb  with  another  friar  named  Father  Angel, 
provoked  forne  fatirical  wit  to  put  this  farcafm  on  him  : 

Pafiant,  n’eft  ce  pas  chofe  etrange, 

De  voir  un  Diable  aupre6  d’un  Ange  ? 

I  believe  Father  Jofeph  was  the  worfe  beloved  for  be¬ 
ing  Cardinal  Richlieu’s  confeflor  ;  it  was  obferved  that 
he  died  fuddenly,  without  confefling  himfelf,  which  occa- 
fioned  another  epitaph  to  be  made  on  him  : 

Sous  ce  tombeau  git  un  bon  pere 
Qui  eut  tant  de  difcretion 
Que  pour  etre  bon  fecretaire 
II  mourut  fans  confefiion. 

Every  body  fufpefts  the  cardinal  had  a  hand  in  his 
precipitate  death,  to  prevent  his  telling  of  tales  ;  for  he 
knew  all  his  fecrets,  and  the  cardinal  was  known  to  be 
with  him  when  he  died.  It  was  during  the  fiege  of  Bri- 
fac,  a  city  on  the  Rhine,  which  was  then  upon  the  point 
of  furrendering  to  the  French  ;  and  the  news  coming  to 
the  cardinal,  juft  as  Father  Jofeph  was  in  his  laft  agonies, 
he  came  to  his  bediide,  and  laying  his  mouth  clofc  to  the 
poor  friar’s  ear,  cried  out  as  loud  as  he  could,  Courage, 
courage,  mon  pere,  nous  avous  pris  Brifac,  A  ft  range  cor- 
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dial  for  a  dying  man  ;  and  fomebody  made  thefe  verfes 
©n  it : 


Ite  cucullati,  vcbisfipsrpura  ridet, 

Fungitur  inform  numere  pontificis. 

There  is  another  inflance  of  this  cardinal’s  revengeful 
temper  and  his  cruelty.  One  day  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
who  hated  him  mortally,  went  to  his  palace,  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  giving  him  a  vifit,  but  really  with  a  defign  to 
flab  him  ;  however,  as  foon  as  he  came  into  the  cardi¬ 
nal’s  prefence,  his  nofe  fell  a-bleeding,  which  appearing 
to  him  as  an  ominous  prefage  of  what  he  was  going  about, 
he  was  ft  ruck  with  fome  renrorfe,  and  frankly  confefiing 
his  defign  to  the  cardinal,  begged  his  pardon :  That  cun¬ 
ning  mirn’fter  diffembling  his  refentments,  knowing  the 
duke  was  not  a  man  of  refolution  enough  to  undertake  fo 
bold  an  action,  unlefs  he  had  been  extremely  animated  by 
fomebody  near  him,  he  prefently  reflected  on  Monfieur 
Puylaurent,  the  duke’s  chief  favourite.  Immediately  he 
decreed  his  ruin,  and  to  effect  it  with  more  cafe,  he  pre¬ 
tended  an  extraordinary  friendfhip  to  him,  offering  him 
one  of  his  nieces  in  marriage.  Monfieur  Puylaurent,  who 
fufpecled  not  the  train  which  was  laid  for  him,  embraced 
the  propofal  with  much  joy,  as  hoping  thereby  to  raife 
and  eflablifn  his  fortune  under  the  protection  of  his  po¬ 
tent  uncle  ;  in  fine,  he  married  the  cardinal’s  niece,  but 
lived  not  to  enjoy  her  ;  for  on  the  very  nuptial  day,  the 
cardinal  caufed  him  to  be  arrefted  and  lent  prifoner  to 
the  Baftile,  where  he  was  poifoned  by  a  friar  in  a  glafs  of 
wine.  As  foon  as  he  had  fwallowed  the  fatal  potion,  the 
friar  told  him,  “  It  was  neceffary  for  him  to  confefs  his 
fins  that  very  moment,  in  regard  he  had  but  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  to  live.”  Monfieur  Puylaurent  threw  the  glafs  at 
the  friar’s  head,  giving  him  two  or  three  fwinging  curfes, 
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and  then  fell  on  his  knees  to  confeffion,  which  being  per¬ 
formed,  he  expired. 

Sometimes  the  cardinal  was  very  fingular  and  ingenious 
in  the  execution  of  his  revenge,  as  if  he  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  the  world  that  he  fulfilled  the  law  of  the  talio, 
which  requires  an  eye  for  an  eye,  and  punifhes  by  an  ex- 
aft  kind  of  proportion ;  as  it  happened  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Dukes  of  Guife,  Montmorency,  and  Monfieur  de  Baffom- 
pierre.  Thefe  were  the  heads  of  a  faftion,  which  diame¬ 
trically  oppofed  the  cardinal  and  his  party  ;  he  was  the 
grand  eye-fore,  the  chief  obftacle  of  their  defigned  preva¬ 
lence  at  the  court  ;  wherefore,  if  they  could  but  once  re¬ 
move  him  out  of  the  way,  they  thought  themfelves  fure 
of  the  king’s  ear  in  all  things.  To  effeft  this,  they  con- 
fulted  together  how  to  difpofe  of  him  :  The  Duke  of 
Guife  was  of  opinion,  he  fhould  not  be  killed,  in  regard 
he  was  a  prince  of  the  holy-  church,  but  that  he  fhould 
be  fent  to  Rome,  there  to  attend  the  proper  affairs  of  his 
ecclefiaftical  funftion,  among  the  reft  of  his  purpled  bre¬ 
thren  ;  the  Duke  of  Montmorency  was  clearly  for  taking 
off  his  head  ;  bnt  Monfieur  de  Baffompierre  was  againft 
both  thefe  methods;  “for,  (faid  he)  if  he  be  fent  to 
Rome,  he  will  be  always  plotting  of  mifchief  againft  us  ; 
and  it  would  be  an  eternal  blemifh  to  France,  if  the  pur¬ 
ple  of  the  holy  church  fhould  be  ftained  with  blood.  Let 
us  fend  hip  clofe  prifoner  to  the  Baftile,  where  he  may 
fpend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  writing  learned  books.” 

The  cardinal,  who  had  his  agents,  bufy  about  in  all 
parts,  foon  was  informed  of  this  confult  ;  and  he  reta¬ 
liated  every  man’s  fentence  upon  its  own  author  ;  for  he 
banifhed  the  Duke  of  Guife,  confining  him  to  Rome;  he 
beheaded  the  Duke  of  Montmorency,  and  imprifoned 
Monfieur  de  Baffompierre  in  the  Baftile,  where  he  lay  till 
the  cardinal’s  death. 
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I  could  infert  a  great  many  more  remarks  concerning 
Cardinal  Richlieu,  but  I  am  afraid  of  offending  by  te- 
dioufnefs;  if  thou  commanded  me,  another  letter  fhall  pre- 
fent  thee  with  more  varieties. 

In  the  mean  time,  with  humbled  obeifance  and  refpedl 
I  defilf,  and  take  my  conge  ;  wilhing  thee  a  long  life  on 
earth,  full  of  honour,  and  a  fame  without  blemifh,  when 
thou  art  tranflated  to  heaven. 

Paris,  ijth  of  the  iH  Moon,  of  the  Year  1673. 


XIV. — T<?Musu  Abu’l,  Tahyan ,  Profeffor  of  Pkilofofhy 

at  Fez. 

Thou  had  laid  a  grand  obligation  on  me  by  thy  lad 
difpatch,  whofe  learned  contents  have  opened  my  eyes, 
or  rather  drawn  back  the  veil  which  covered  the  interiors 
of  Afric  from  the  view  of  drangers.  Now  I  dand  as  it 
were  on  the  top  of  a  high  mountain,  from  whence  I  take 
a  clear  profpeft  of  thofe  fair  regions,  inhabited  by  blacks; 
I  furvey  the  paradifes  of  the  torrid  zone,  a  mod  fertile 
and  populous  climate,  though  blind  antiquity  could  not 
difeern  a  blade  of  grafs  growing  there,  nor  any  of  human 
race  fetching  their  breath. 

My  mind  revels  in  perfeft  voluptuoufnefs,  and  all  the 
faculties  of  my  foul  banquet  on  the  contemplation  of  that 
mod  deleftahle  precinct  of  the  world.  Oh,  Afric!  thou 
mayed  Ire  called  the  bazeo,  or  market,  where  nature  ex¬ 
hibits  all  her  choiced  wonders;  thy  mountains  are  higher 
than  the  clouds,  their  tops  are  inacceflible,  they  approach 
the  borders  of  paradife  ;  on  them  fall  the  rivers  of  Eden 
in  mighty  catara&s;  the  noife  of  the  precipitate  waters  is 
heard  afar  of,  like  the  found  of  remote  thunders;  it  deaf¬ 
ens  the  ears,  and  adonifhes  the  minds  of  mortals ;  the 
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ambitious  under-growing  rocks  are  proud  of  the  glorious 
cafcade,  and  envy  thofe  that  fhoot  up  above  them  which 
receive  the  facred  flood  at  the  firfl:  hand,  from  the  very 
wings  of  Gabriel. 

Happy  are  the  valleys  which  lie  beneath,  and  are  year¬ 
ly  impregnated  by  the  heavenly  deluge  ;  the  grateful 
fields  and  plains,  in  humble  acknowledgment,  make  the 
returns  of  corn  and  fruits  in  due  feafon  ;  the  marfhes  of 
Egypt  are  as  the  gardens  of  Aft  a,  and  the  banks  of  the 
Nile  as  the  fenced  fetninaries  of  Babylon,  fragrant  and  a- 
bounding  in  all  forts  of  vegetable  delicacies. 

My  heart  is  ravilhed  with  the  fpeculations  of  tliefe 
things  ;  I  am  full  as  the  moon,  and  cannot  utter  my  fen- 
timents  in  order;  viiionsot  Ethiopia,  Morocco,  Fez,  and 
the  Land  of  Archers,  invade  my  eyes  ;  I  behold  the. 
beautiful  provinces  of  the  fouth  in  a  trance ;  I  Hand  gaz¬ 
ing  in  ecftacy  on  the  Ihady  groves  of  Benin  and  Arder, 
the  haunts  of  lovely  demons,  the  genii  of  the  upper  ele¬ 
ment,  who  daily  defeend  to  thefe  refrefliing  folitudes,  and 
converfe  with  their  younger  brethren,  incarnate  mortal 
demons,  the  fons  of  men. 

I  confider  with  admiration  the  monfters  of  Afric,  the 
creatures  of  the  fun  and  flime  ;  w  ith  contemplative  hor¬ 
ror,  I  draw  near  the  dens  of  dragons,  the  purlieu  of  cro¬ 
codiles,  and  other  amphibious  animals,  which  lurk  among 
the  reeds  of  Nile  and  Niger,  to  trepan  with  feigned  cries 
the  unwary  traveller. 

In  fine,  I  am  moved  with  fuperlative  devotion  and  joy, 
when  I  perufe  thy  accurate  defeription  of  the  principal 
mofque  at  Fez ;  methinks  I  fee  the  ftupendous  fabric  ma¬ 
king  its  lofty  advances  towards  heaven  ;  my  eyes  revere 
the  holy  and  magnificent  ftrudlure,  on  the  outfide  adorn¬ 
ed  with  ftately  towers  and  minarets,  and  covering  fifty 
hundred  paces  in  its  circuit ;  but  when  my  fancy  enters 
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in  by  any  of  the  one-and-thirty  gates  by  night,  I  am  daz¬ 
zled  with  the  infupportable  fplendour  of  fo  many  thou- 
fand  lamps  as  burn  within  that  moll  illuftrious  temple  ;  I 
admire  with  proportionate  veneration  the  character  thou 
giveft  of  all  the  other  magnificences  in  that  ancient  and 
noble  city,  with  whatfoever  elfe  thou  fayeft  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  the  adjacent  regions. 

In  anfwer  to  thy  requeft,  I  will  in  another  letter  fend 
thee  a  Ihort  portraiture  and  hiftory  of  Conllantinople, 
but  now  I  am  interrupted  by  company  ;  befides,  my  let¬ 
ter  would  be  too  long. 

I  befeech  thee  to  cherifn  that  friendlhip  which  thou 
hall  hitherto  ihowed  me  ;  and  let  me  have  the  honour  of 
thy  frequent  converfation  by  letters  ;  for  though  I  live  in 
a  populous  city,  yet  my  life  feems  like  that  of  an  owl  or 
a  pelican  of  the  defart,  extremely  folitary  and  dejedled. 

Paris,  i  jth  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1673. 


XV. — To  the  Same. 

Such  is  the  zeal  I  have  to  demonllrate  how  highly  I 
value  thy  friendlhip,  that  I  would  not  fuffer  this  poll  to 
efcape  without  gratifying  thy  expectations  ;  I  juft  now 
difmiffed  my  company,  and  having  time  enough,  will  en¬ 
tertain  thee  with  an  abftrafl  of  what  I  know  to  be  moft 
remarkable  in  the  ftate  of  Conllantinople,  both  at  prefent 
and  in  ancient  times. 

In  the  firft  place,  it  will  be  convenient  for  thee  to 
know',  that  this  city  was  formerly  called  Byzantium,  from 
one  Byzas,  admiral  of  the  Spartan  fleet,  under  Paufanias 
the  king  of  Sparta,  who  laid  the  firft  foundations  of  it. 
’The  ftory  is  this  1. 
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In  old  time  the  Grecians  having  a  mind  to  build  a  new 
city  in  fome  part  of  Thrace,  and  being  at  odds  about  the 
choice  of  a  fpot  of  ground  fuitable  to  fo  great  and  im¬ 
portant  an  undertaking,  they  at  lad  agreed  to  coufult  the 
oracle  of  Apollo;  they  did  fo,  and  were  anfwered,  “That 
they  {hould  lay  the  foundation  of  the  city  right  over-a- 
gaind  the  blind  men;”  for  fo  the  inhabitants  of  Chalce- 
don  were  called,  becaufe  when  they  were  upon  the  fame 
dfefign  of  founding  a  new  city,  thjy  could  not  difcern  be¬ 
tween  the  fertility  of  the  foil  on  that  fide  the  Propontis 
where  Conftantinople  now  dands,  and  the  barrennefs  and 
defart  date  of  the  ground  where  they  built  on  the  other 
fide. 

Paufanias  therefore  bufying  his  mind  about  thefe  things, 
and  pitching  light  upon  the  fenfe  of  the  oracle,  caufed 
the  foundations  of  the  city  to  be  laid  exaftly  over-againd 
Chalcedon  ;  and  when  it  was  finidied,  it  was  called  By¬ 
zantium,  as  j^have  faid,  from  Byzas,  who  had  the  over¬ 
fight  of  the  work. 

It  retained  this  name  many  years  and  ages,  flouriih- 
ing  in  a  high  degree  among  the  other  cities  of  Greece 
and  Thrace,  being  edeemed  the  gate  of  Europe  and  A- 
fia,  by  which  the  mutual  commerce  of  both  thofe  quar¬ 
ters  oi  the  earth  was  interchangeably  held  up. 

But  after  the ’days  of  the  Meffias  there  arofe  an  Efn- 
peror  of  Rome,  whofe  name  was  Condantine.  This 
prince,  as  it  is  recorded  in  Roman  hidories,  faw  a  vifion 
in  the  air,  when  he  was  at  the  head  of  his  army  marching 
againd  Licinius,  and  preparing  to  give  battle  ;  he  and 
all  his  foldiers  beheld  the  figure  of  a  crcfs,  with  thefe 
words  plainly  engraven  in  the  firmament,  “  In  hoc  figna 
vinces.  ’  Condantine  took  this  for  a  good  omen,  and 
caufed  a  dandanl  of  filver  to  be  made  exactly  after  the 
fame  form,  to  which,  he  appointed  fifty  dandard-bearers* 
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to  cany  it  by  turns,  and  to  guard  it  ;  for  it  was  exceed¬ 
ing  rich,  being  emboffed  all  over  with  rubies,  diamonds, 
pearls,  and  other  precious  jewels  of  the  Orient.  He 
built  a  pavilion  alfo  for  the  glorious  idol,  and  being  in- 
itrudted  in  the  Chriftian  law  by  Eufebius,  Pamphilius, 
and  other  learned  mollahs,  he  was  at  laft  baptifed  by 
Sylvefter  the  pope. 

This  great  monarch,  as  the  ftory  goes,  being  very 
pious,  and  having  conceived  a  profound  veneration  for 
Pope  Sylvefter,  left  him  the  dominion  of  Rome,  and  a 
great  part  of  Italy,  whilft  he  removed  the  imperial  court 
to  the  Eait,  and  took  up  his  refidence  at  Byzantium, 
which  he  augmented  with  innumerable  (lately  edifices, 
driving,  if  poffible,  to  equal  it  with  the  majefty  and 
grandeur  of  Rome  ;  he  collected  whatfoever  was  pre¬ 
cious  and  beautiful  in  all  the  Eaft  to  adorn  the  city 
withal  'r  witnefs  the  palaces  of  fuperb  architecture,  the 
admirable  height  and  form  of  divers  obelifks  and  pillars, 
all  made  of  marble,  porphyry,  or  jafper  ;  not  to  infill  on 
the  prodigious  ftrength  and  firmnefs  of  the  walls,  the 
coftly  aquedudts,  with  other  ferviceable  things.  At  laft, 
that  he  might  confecrate  himfelf  to  immortal  renown,  he 
called  the  city  by  his  own  name  Conftantinople,  or  the 
City  of  Conllantine,  by  which  name  it  is  known  even  to 
this  day.  It  was  alfo  called  New  Rome  after  it  once  be¬ 
came  the  feat  of  the  Chriftian  emperors,  in  w  hofe  pofiefiion 
it  remained  till  it  was  taken  by  Mahomet  II.  invincible 
Emperor  of  the  Ottomans,  in  the  year  1453,  according 
to  the  epocha  of  the  Nazarenes,  on  the  third  day  of  the 
week  which  they  call  Pentecoft. 

It  had  been  a  grand  negleCt  and  overfight  in  any 
prince  fo  potent  and  politic  as  Mahomet  was,  to  fuffer 
fuch  an  opportunity  to  efcape  as  fortune  offered  him  of 
taking  the  moft  opulent  and  glorious  city  in  the  world 5 
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for  there  was  an  irreconcileable  fchifm  broke  forth  be¬ 
tween  the.  churches  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  ;  there  were 
two  or  three  popes  at  the  fame  time  quarrelling  in 
Rome  for  the  fupremacy  ;  there  was  a  war  of  fifty  years 
Handing  between  the  French  and  the  Englilh  which  un¬ 
hinged  all  the  courts  in  Europe  ;  the  Chriftians  had  long 
before  (by  dear  bought  experience,  the  lofs  of  many 
hundred  thoufand  men,  and  infinite  fums  of  money,  con- 
fumed  in  thofe  vain  and  rafh  expeditions,  which  they 
fanttified  with  the  fpecious  title  of  the  Holy  War), 
found  that  it  was  not  eafy  to  wreft  one  town  of  ftrength 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  tenacious  mufiulmans,  much  lefs 
to  defend  it  long,  or  fave  their  moft  important  cities  from 
the  fury  of  a  Turkifh  reprifal  ;  they  were  fick  and  fur- 
feited  with  the  vifionary  ftuff  of  Peter  the  Hermit,  and 
all  illuminatos  like  him  grew  out  of  falhion  ;  every  prince 
and  ftate  in  weftern  Chriftendom  began  to  mind  their 
own  incereft  ;  no  more  enthufiaftic  tales  of  that  kind 
would  go  down,  the  great  ones  had  opened  their  eyes. 

Befides,  he  that  was  then  Emperor  of  Greece,  Con. 
ftancius  Paleologus,  was  looked  upon  by  the  Chriftians 
as  a  tyrant,  the  offspring  of  tyrants  and  ufurpers.  The 
Grecians  ftill  retained  the  black  memoirs  of  thofe  horrid 
and  nefandous  tragedies  adled  by  Michael  Andronicus, 
John  and  Manuel,  the  predeceffors  and  anceftors  of  this 
Conftantine  ;  and  they  had  fuch  a  particular  averfion  for 
his  government,  that  though  there  were  infinite  treafures 
of  gold  and  filvcr  in  the  hands  of  the  rich  citizens  of 
Conftantinople,  when  that  city  was  befieged  by  Maho¬ 
met  II.  yet  no  man  would  part  with  the  leaf!  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney  to  fupport  the  public  caufe,  but  chofe  rather,  in  a 
kind  of  a  revengeful  and  defperate  fullennefs,  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  vidlorious  Ofmans,  than  to  afford  their 
hated  fovereign  any  relief. 
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Thus  fell  that  queen  of  cities,  the  glory  of  all  the 
Eaft,  under  the  power  of  our  puiflant  emperors,  in  whole 
poffeffion  it  remains  to  this  day  ;  and  may  it  fo  remain 
till  the  moon  lhall  be  in  her  laft  wane,  and  the  fun  fhall 
ceafe  to  fhine  on  the  world. 

In  the  mean  time  I  will  entertain  thee  en  pajfant,  as  the 
French  call  it,  with  a  fhort  view  of  the  chief  maernifi- 
cences  in  Conftantinople. 

That  which  firil  draws  the  admiration  of  travellers  is 
the  glorious  ftrufture  of  Sanfta  Sophia,  a  temple  confe- 
crated  to  the  Eternal  Wifdom  by  which  the  wrorlds  were 
made,  built  by  the  Emperor  Juftinian  with  inimitable 
magnificence,  though  afterwards  fpoiled  and  plundered 
of  its  chiefeft  ornaments  by  the  greedy  foldiers  of  Ma¬ 
homet  II.  whom  I  have  fo  often  mentioned,  and  fix  parts 
of  it  entirely  fubverted  by  fucceeding  emperors. 

Pity  it  was  if  furious  and  ill-grounded  fuperftition  was 
the  caufe  of  fuch  deplorable  ruins.  Wltet  can  be  faid 
of  thofe  who  demolished  the  fub-fana  of  the  third  tem¬ 
ple,  celebrated  in  the  univerfal  hiftory  of  the  world  r  That 
of  Diaha  at  Ephefus,  it  is  true,  was  the  pattern,  yet  it 
was  not  much  beyond  it.  Solomon’s  boafted  fane  at  Je- 
rufalem,  without  iron,  pins,  or  nails,  or  other  work  of 
the  hammer,  excelled  but  a  little  in  the  artifice  and  fym- 
metry ;  indeed,  the  luftre  of  Sion’s  mofque  was  more  ra¬ 
diant  and  glorious  in  workmanihip  of  gold,  the  wails  and 
floor  being  overlaid  with  that  metal,  and  the  roof  on  the 
outfide  was,  as  it  were,  ftudded  with,  fpikes  of  beaten 
gold  fo  thick  that  there  was  not  room  for  a  bird  to  perch 
between  them  ;  and  this  was  done  to  prevent  the  profa¬ 
nation  of  the  temple  by  their  muting  on  it. 

When  the  fun  flione  in  his  full  ftrength,  the  covering 
of  the  temple,  thus  adorned,  looked  like  a  firmament 
glittering  with  innumerable  ftars. 
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Bat  to  return  to  the  mofque  of  Sanfta  Sophia,  let  us 
confider  it  in  its  primitive  ftate,  and  we  fliall  find  fome 
excellent  euriolities  :  Among  the  reft  there  was  a  candle- 
ftick  or  fconce  of  beaten  gold,  fo  admirably  contrived, 
that  it  fpontaneoufly  fed  the  bowls  of  feven  branches 
with  a  conftant  dream  of  oil,  which  by  equal  meafures 
flowed  into  them  from  the  hollow  of  the  (halt ;  fo  that 
if  the  flame  but  of  one  Angle  one  had  wanted  aliment, 
all  the  reft  mud  have  been  extinguiftied  at  the  fame 
time. 

The  walls  of  this  glorious  mofque,  within  and  with¬ 
out,  prefent  the  eye  with  nothing  but  white  marble,  por¬ 
phyry,  and  other  precious  ftones  ;  the  roof  is  of  a  pro¬ 
digious  height,  covered  with  lead  without,  but  proudly 
oftentous  of  its  inward  ceiling,  which  is  divided  into 
vaults  and  arches  richly  adorned  with  golden  fret-work, 
and  fuppovted  by  pillars  of  Cyprian  jafper,  pureft  white 
marble  and  porphyry.  There  is  a  marble  ftone  in  the 
mofque  had  in  great  reverence  by  the  true  faithful,  be- 
caufe  the  tradition  goes,  “  That  on  it  Mary,  the  mother 
of  Jefus,  wafhed  the  infant  prophet’s  linen.” 

There  are  alfo  under  the  mofque  innumerable  vaults  or 
oratories,  full  of  altars  and  fepulchres,  but  there  is  no 
accefs  to  them,  in  regard  the  doors  are  walled  up. 

In  a  place  not  far  from  t’nefe,  you  find  ten  huge  vef- 
fcls  full  of  oil,  referved  there  ever  fince  the  days  of  Con- 
llantine  the  Great,  yet  remain  uncorrupted,  being  of  co¬ 
lour  white  like  milk.  It  is  an  inexpiable  crime  for  any 
but  the  Grand  Signior’s  phyficians  and  furg^eons  to  ufe 
or  touch  it  ;  and  they  compound  certain  medicaments 
with  it  for  the  fervice  of  him  and  his  feraglio. 

Now  I  remember  what  I  have  read  in  a  very  authentic 
hiftorian,  concerning  an  oil  made  by  certain  holy  per- 
£ons  who  only  had  the  fecret  of  it :  As  the  ftory  goes. 
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it  was  extradled  from  the  leaves  and  chips  of  wood  which 
are  found  floating  in  the  rivers  that  defcend  out  of  para* 
dife  :  This  oil  they  compounded  with  other  ingiedients, 
and  performed  cures  therewith  which  were  efteemed  mi¬ 
raculous  ;  it  was  fent  from  one  prince  to  another,  as  a 
facred  and.  invaluable  treafure,  till  at  laft  it  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  eaftern  patriarchs  who  prefided  over  the 
Chriftians  of  the  Greek,  Armenian,  and  Egyptian  church¬ 
es,  who  pretended  to  the  only  true  myftery  and  power  of 
making  it  at  this  very  day  ;  and  that  though  the  ancient 
popes  of  Rome  were  formerly  prefented  with  a  yearly 
portion  of  it,  fo  long  as  they  remained  in  communion 
with  the  patriarchs  of  the  Eaft,  yet  after  Vidlor  had 
once  made  the  fatal  fchifrn,  which  never  could  be  healed 
fmce,  the  holy  favour  was  denied  to  his  fucceffors,  who, 
inftead  of  the  original  genuine  oil,  were  forced  to  coun¬ 
terfeit  it,  ufing  a  fpuiious  unguent  to  preferve  the  au¬ 
thority  of  their  religious  facraments  ;  and  hence  they 
fay  it  comes  to  pafs  that  few  or  none  are  ever  healed  by 
the  extreme  undlion  of  the  Latin  church. 

God  knows  whether  this  be  truth  or  no ;  but  I  am  apt 
to  think  that  the  ten  jars  of  oil  before  mentioned,  which 
lie  under  the  mofque  of  Aja-Sophian,  are  relidls  of 
the  ancient  patriarchs  of  Conftantinople,  who  had  the 
fecret  of  compounding  the  myfterious  extract. 

From  the  place  where  thefe  veflels  are  kept,  you 
defcend  into  the  dormitories  of  royal  Ottoman  carcafes, 
the  fons  of  our  renowned  emperors  ;  from  thence  you 
pafs  into  two  caverns,  one  leading  directly  to  the  fera- 
glio,  the  other  extending  itfelf  under  the  buildings  of  the 
city  by  a  vail  long  track  of  ground  :  I  know  no  ufe  there 
is  at  prefent  of  the  former  cave,  but  the  latter  ferves  for 
a  work-room  to  certain  poor  filk-fpinllers. 

This  letter  would  be  too  tedious  if  I  fhould  deferibe 
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all  the  other  mofques  and  buildings  of  note  in  Conftanti- 
nople ;  wherefore,  not  to  tire  thee,  I  will  referve  what 
remains  to  be  faid  of  that  glorious  city  for  other  dif- 
patches. 

In  the  mean  time,  with  an  affe&ionate  conge  of  my 
foul,  I  bid  thee  adieu,  praying  God  to  let  thee  crop  the 
choicefl  flowers  of  human  happinefs. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1673, 


XVI. — To  Hamet,  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire . 

Now  I  will  perform  the  promife  I  made  thee  long  a- 
go,  which  was  to  prefent  thee  with  an  idea  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  flrength  and  policies  of  thefe  Nazarene  kingdoms  and 
Hates,  wherein  I  will  begin  with  Germany,  which  is,  as 
it  were,  the  laft  retrenchment  of  the  declining  Roman 
empire. 

The  annals  affirm,  that  in  the  reign  of  Charles  V. 
when  the  muffulmans  invaded  Auflria  with  innumerable 
forces,  that  emperor  oppofed  them  with  an  army  of 
90,000  foot  and  30,000  horfe.  Maximilian  II.  went 
beyond  him,  and  raifed  100,000  foot  and  35,000  horfe. 
Neither  was  corn  dear  in  fo  vaft  an  army.  It  is  certain 
that  the  German  emperor  can,  upon  occafion,  fend  into 
the  field  200,000  expert  foldicrs.  It  is  moreover  obferv- 
ed,  that  from  the  year  1560  of  the  Chriftians  hegira,  e- 
ven  to  thefe  prefent  times,  there  has  been  no  war  be¬ 
tween  France,  Spain,  and  the  Netherlands,  w’herein  many 
thcufands  of  Germans  have  not  ferved. 

Their  beft  infantry  is  gathered  out  of  Bavaria,  Au- 
ftria,  and  Weftphalia,  and  their  choiceft  cavalry  come 
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out  of  Brunfwick,  Juliets,  and  Frankendal.  Both  foot 
.and  horfe  fight  better  or  moife  fuccefsfully  in  an  open 
plain  or  field  than  in  narrow  covert  places,  fuch  as  lanes, 
woods,  & c.  ;  for  they  are  not  good  at  taking  advantages 
of  ground,  or  at  politic  fkirmifhes  and  cunning  ambu- 
Icades  ;  they  have  not  patience  to  lie  long  waiting  the 
enemy’s  motions,  neither  care  they  to  divide  their  main 
body  into  fragments  or  detachments,  but  they  love  to 
wedge  themfelves  all  together  in  form  of  a  triangle,  and 
fo  march  with  grave  and  flow  pace,  that  fo  they  may 
break  through  their  enemies,-  and  confound  their  order, 
which  they  efteem  a  certain  ftep  to  victory  ;  they  fight 
better  alio  under  a  foreign  commander  than  a  general  of 
their  own  nation  ;  they  cannot  endure  the  hardfnips  and 
afflictions  of  a  long  fiege,  but  when  once  they  begin  to 
fmart  for  want  of  provifions,  they  foon  capitulate  and 
furrender  ;  neither  have  they  more  patience  in  a  camp 
to  bear  the  injuries  of  weather,  but  they  make  hade  to 
fet  upon  the  enemy,  and  decide  the  quarrel  in  a  pitched 
combat,  wherein,  if  their  fil'd  onfet  fail,  they  feem  like 
men  dupified,  adonifhed,  or  in  a  trance,  not  knowing 
whether  they  had  bed  to  renew  the  affault  or  to  fly  ;  and 
if  they  once  fly  there  is  no  rallying  them  again.  Yet 
thefc  armies  are  not  raifcd  without  a  vad  expence,  nor 
maintained  without  a  greater,  being  cumbered  with  a 
train  of  women,  children,  and  fervants,  who  confume 
the  provifions  of  the  folditrs,  fo  that  many  times  they 
Aarve  for  want  of  common  ammunition  bread. 

Their  hones  ma/be  called  rather  drong  than  fprightly 
and  bold,  being  for  the  mod  part  taken  from  the  plough 
or  other  rural  drudgeries  ;  in  a  word,  they  are  like  their 
riders,  phlegmatic  and  dull ;  having  this  alfo  peculiar 
in  their  cor.flitution,  that  at  the  fight  of  blood  they 


Book  IV.  A  SPY  AT  PARIS.  235 

fhrink,  and  are  ready  to  faint,  whereas  the  Spanifh  horfe 
gather  frefh  courage  from  this  fpedtacle. 

The  Germans  alfo  have  confiderable  forces  by  fea,  but 
they  felaom  make  ufe  of  them,  unlefs  it  be  againft  the 
Danes  and  Swedes.  Befides  all  this,  their  auxiliary  ar¬ 
mies  are  not  to  be  forgot,  which  they  receive  from  Ita¬ 
lian  princes,  from  the  Dukes  of  Savoy  and  Lorrain,  and 
fometimes  from  the  trufty  Swifs. 

But  there  are  two  things  chiefly  wanting  in  this  em¬ 
pire,  amidft  all  its  numerous  forces  ;  one  is,  unity  and 
concord  among  the  fubjedts  ;  another  is,  a  fixed  refolu- 
tion  and  readinefs  to  enterprife  any  thing  of  moment. 
Their  Hans  towns  are  always  jealous  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  princes  ;  and  thefe  again  give  them  occafion  to  fuf- 
pedt  their  power,  and  hate  their  intereft,  which  they  fo 
often  employ  againft  them,  by  encroaching  on  their  pri¬ 
vileges.  Then  the  catholics  and  proteftants  are  always 
quarrelling,  and  one  fet  of  proteftants  perpetually  per¬ 
fecting  another  :  Hence  it  falls  out  that  the  princes  go 
fo  unwillingly  and  rarely  to  the  diets  ;  and  when  they 
come  there,  they  fpin  out  fo  much  time  in  adjufting  their 
private  pretenfions,  claims,  and  privileges,  in  performing 
of  ftate  ceremonies,  and  in  deliberating  concerning  the 
public  good,  whilft  every  one  contradicts  his  neighbour, 
and  labours  with  all  his  might  to  eftablifh  his  own  opi¬ 
nion,  and  get  it  paffed  into  a  decree  by  the  fandtion  of 
the  diet,  that  before  they  come  to  any  refolves,  an  ex¬ 
peditious  and  potent  enemy  might  rufti  into  the  heart  of 
the  country,  and  even  take  all  thefe  northern  blockheads 
prifoners. 

The  German  empire  is  eledtive,  and  the  power  of 
choofing  Casfar  is  in  the  hands  of  feven  princes  ;  thefe 
are,  firft,  the  Archbifhop  of  Mentz,  Grand  Chancellor 
of  the  Empire,  in  wdiofe  cuftcdy  are  the  archives  and  de- 
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crees  of  the  German  diets  ;  the  fecond  is  the  Archbifhop 
of  Triers,  or  Treves,  Great  Chancellor  of  the  Empire 
for  France;  the  third  is  the  Archbifhop  of  Cologne,  Great 
Chancellor  of  the  Empire  for  Italy ;  the  fourth  is  the 
King  of  Bohemia,  Cup-bearer  to  the  Emperor ;  the  fifth 
is  the  Count  Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  Mailer  of  the  Im¬ 
perial  Palace  ;  the  fixth  is  the  Duke  of  Saxony,  Marfha 
or  Sword-bearer  to  the  Emperor  ;  the  feventh  and  laft  is 
the  Marquis  of  Brandenburgh,  Great  Chamberlain  or 
Treafurer  of  the  Empire. 

There  are  reckoned  twenty-five  politic  princes  or  dukes 
of  the  empire,  fix  marquilfes,  five  landgraves,  nine  arch- 
bilhops,  and  bilhops  forty-feven  ;  abbots  who  enjoy  the 
title  and  dignity  of  princes  twelve,  abbots  of  a  lower  de¬ 
gree  fifty-two  ;  with  innumerable  others  too  tedious-to  be 
named.  They  reckon  alfo  eighty-two  counts  of  principal 
note,  befides  many  of  a  meaner  figure  ;  they  number 
forty-nine  barons  and  free  lords,  ninety  Hans  towns,  and 
ten  circles  of  the  empire. 

In  the  German  diets,  this  order  is  obferved  :  When 
the  emperor  is  placed  in  the  throne,  the  Archbifhop  of 
Triers  takes  his  place  juft  over  againft  him  ;  he  of  Mentz 
fits  next  to  the  emperor,  on  his  right  hand  ;  the  fecond 
place  belongs  to  the  King  of  Bohemia,  and  the  third  to 
the  Count  Palatine  of  the  Rhine  ;  on  the  empercr’s  left 
hand  the  Archbifhop  of  Cologne  takes  the  firfl  place,  the 
Duke  of  Saxony  the  next,  and  the  Marquis  of  Braden- 
burgh  the  third. 

The  Hans  towns,  which  acknowledge  no  other  lord 
but  the  emperor,  are  governed  by  their  own  municipal 
laws  and  privileges  ;  in  fome  of  them  the  common  people 
bear  rule,  in  others  a  mixture  of  the  commons  and  nobles, 
and  many  of  them  wholly  obey  the  nobility. 


Book  IV. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


237 


No  man  falutes  by  the  title  of  emperor  him  whom  the 
princes  have  elected  to  that  dignity,  till  he  be  crowned 
by  the  pope  or  mufti  of  Rome.  They  call  him  Csefar, 
or  King  of  the  Romans,  or  King  of  Germany,  but  not 
emperor,  till  the  coronation  is  finilhed  ;  nor  does  the  em¬ 
peror,  even  after  he  is  ci  owned  and  eftablifhed  in  the 
throne,  exercife  an  abfolute  power  in  all  things,  affairs  of 
importance  being  generally  referred  to  the  public  diets  or 
divans  of  the  empire,  where  the  electoral  princes  delibe¬ 
rate  all  things,  on  whom  the  very  power  of  the  emperor 
himfelf  depends. 

Thefe  diets  are  very  confufed  and  tedious,  in  regard 
the  princes  feldom  appear  there  in  their  own  perfons,  but 
fend  their  ambalfadors  and  deputies,  who  yet  have  not 
full  power  to  conclude  any  thing  without  particular  or¬ 
ders  from  their  refpeftive  mailers  ;  fo  that  a  prodigious 
deal  of  time  is  taken  up  in  fending  couriers  to  inform 
the  princes  of  all  emergent  counfels  and  tranfadlions, 
and  in  waiting  for  their  exprefs  inllruftions  and  anfwera 
again. 

In  a  word,  confidering  the  diverfity  of  interefts  carried 
on  by  the  electoral  princes,  their  mutual  feuds  and  dif- 
fentions,  domeftic  animofities,  and  foreign  engagements, 
both  on  religious  and  political  accounts,  it  is  a  miracle 
that  this  tottering  empire  hands  fo  long,  and  does  not  fall 
to  ruin,  efpecially  being  environed,  and  almoh  continu¬ 
ally  alfaulted  by  three  potent  enemies,  the  King  of  Swe¬ 
den,  the  King  of  France,  and  our  invincible  monarch  ; 
not  to  mention  the  frequent  incurfions  of  the  Mufcovites 
and  Tartars,  the  revolts  of  the  Hungarians,  Traniilvani- 
ans,  Bomians,  Croats,  and  other  nations,  which  are  count¬ 
ed  members  of  the  German  empire  ;  but  he  abounds  in 
men  and  money,  with  all  other  neceffaries  to  fupport  his 
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wars,  there  not  being  a  more  rich  and  populous  region  on 
earth  than  Germany. 

Sage  Hamet,  when  the  determined  period  is  come,  God 
will  abafe  the  pride  of  thefe  infidels  by  the  hands  of  the 
true  believers ;  the  riches  of  the  Weft  fhall  become  the 
fpoil  of  Eaftern  heroes,  and  the  pofterity  of  Shem  fhall 
take  root  in  the  cities  of  Japhet. 

Mayeft  thou  live  till  that  time,  to  triumph  in  the  glory 
of  the  houfe  of  Ifmael,  when  they  fhall  be  exalted  more 
than  in  the  ages  that  are  paft. 

Paris,  9th  of  the  7th  Aloon,  of  the  Year  1673. 


XVII. — To  Cara  Hali,  Phyjician  to  the  Grand  Signior. 

T„  y  memory  is  like  the  fmell  of  incenfe,  refrefhing  as 
wine  of  Tenedos  in  a  goblet  of  pure  gold  ;  when  my 
heart  is  almoft  dead  with  melancholy  ;  when  I  car.'' find 
no  pleafure  in  company  abroad,  and  the  very  elements  of 
which  I  am  made  frown  upon  me  ;  when  the  time  of 
night  forces  me  to  come  home  fighing  as  to  a  prifon,  and 
the  hangings  of  my  bed-chamber  look  dull,  and  feem  to 
be  painted  with  horrid  tragedies  ;  in  a  word,  when  every 
thing  in  nature  appears  in  an  angry  threatening  fit,  then 
I  think  of  thee,  my  friend,  and  that  thought  relieves  me  ; 
thy  beloved  idea  is  a  perfect  talifman,  working  wonders 
in  my  foul  ;  it  charms  or  counter-charms,  as  my  occa- 
fions  do  require  ;  no  fears  or  griefs,  or  other  melan¬ 
choly  pafiions,  dare  abide  its  energy  ;  as  Toon  as  it  ap¬ 
pears,  each  baneful  thought  is  gone  ;  the  troops  of  fad 
chimeras  vanifn  like  the  morning  mills  before  the  fun. 
Thou  art  as  a  ftrong  tower  or  fortrefs,  where  I  can  take 
fandtuary  from  my  enemies  ;  an  impregnable  citadel,  feat- 

ed  on  the  top  of  a  high  rock,  from  whence  I  can  look 
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down  with  (corn  on  my  perfecutors  beneath,  poffeffing 
myfelf  in  perfedl  fecurity. 

I  dare  not  fo  much  as  vent  my  thoughts  to  another, 
though  a  muffulman,  for  fear  of  fome  untoward  confe- 
quence  ;  fo  induftrious  is  the  malice  of  moft  men,  fo  vi¬ 
gilant  and  ftudious  for  an  opportunity  of  doing  mifchief ; 
and  as  for  thefe  infidels,  my  converfation  is  for  the  moil 
part  hiftrionic.  I  am  conftrained  to  a£t  to  the  life  a  very 
zealous  Chriilian  and  a  Catholic,  when,  God  knows,  my 
heart  keeps  not  time  with  my  exterior  actions  and  words. 
Not  but  that  there  are  fceptics  among  the  Chriftians,  as 
well  as  among  the  true  believers,  but  they  are  generally 
very  private  and  referved;  for  open  blafphemy,  or  what  is 
reputed  fo  here,  is  certainly  punifhed  with  death. 

I  fometimes  meet  with  ingenuous  and  candid  fouls, 
with  whom  I  can  difcourfe  freely,  and  like  a  man  that 
doubts  of  many  things  which  others  currently  believe  ; 
yet  we  dare  not  truft  each  other  too  far,  nor  the  very  air 
in  which  our  words  vanifii,  after  it  has  helped  to  form 
them,  left  fome  fly  envious  demon  fhould  catch  the  tran- 
fient  found,  and  reverberate  the  yet  articulated  body  of 
particles  which  made  it  into  fome  inquifitive  ear  to  ruin 
us ;  for  there  are  certain  bufv  gofliping  echos  fcattered 
up  and  down  the  elements,  which  are  always  liltening  to 
the  words  of  mortals  ;  and  if  the  fpiteful  elves  can  but 
take  hold  of  any  fyllable  to  do  a  man  an  injury,  they  are 
big  till  they  have  vented  it  ;  yet  they  make  no  fhow  or 
noife,  but  whifper  out  their  tales  in  fecret,  fometimes  in 
dead  of  night,  when  men  are  fall  afleep,  at  other  times 
when  they  are  deeply  muling  on  die  hidden  things  of  na¬ 
ture  ;  for  it  is  only  to  the  wife,  the  fage,  the  noble,  and 
the  great,  that  they  reveal  thefe  paffages,  becaufe  it  is 
fuch  alone  have  ears  to  hear  them  ;  they  haunt  the  bed¬ 
chambers  of  kings  and  princes,  to  tell  them  news  in 
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dreams  ;  they  are  the  fwifteft  couriers  in  the  world,  for 
they  have  wings,  and  fly  from  court  to  couit,  and  from 
one  climate  to  another  in  a  moment’s  time  ;  they  are  al¬ 
ways  buzzing  in  the  ears  of  ftatefmen  and  great  politici¬ 
ans,  to  whom  they  (how  the  dark  intrigues  of  foreign  and 
domeftic  enemies ;  thus  are  confpiracies  and  plots  of  re¬ 
bels  oft  difcovered,  though  managed  never  fo  fecretly. 
They  vifit  now  and  then  the  clofets  of  philofophers,  and 
fuch  as  love  the  fciences  ;  men  of  abftra&ed  fouls,  whofe 
thoughts  are  volatile  and  pure,  their  fancies  lively  and've- 
gete  :  To  thefe  they  unfold  the  covert  myfteries  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  fhovv  them  things  to  come  :  They  frame  the 
ideas  of  remote,  unknown  events,  which  they  imprint  up¬ 
on  the  duCtile  minds  of  prophets  and  holy  men,  infpiring 
them  with  Itrange  and  unaccountable  prefages  of  what 
fhall  fhortly  happen  to  themfelves  or  others,  whether  it 
be  good  or  evil ;  for  thefe  bufy -bodies  are  the  daughters 
of  the  world’s  great  foul,  and  they  inherit  an  univerfal 
fenfe  and  feeling  of  whatfoever  happens  in  the  elements. 
It  is  true,  fome  knowledge  they  acquire  by  Audy  and 
obfervation,  even  as  we  mortals  do,  but  at  a  far  fwifter 
rate  ;  their  airy  bodies  do  not  fo  opprefs  their  intellectual 
faculties,  as  our  grofs  hulks  of  flefli  do  ours  ;  we  are 
forced  to  dig  and  plow,  or  to  fow  and  harrow,  for  fmall 
returns  of  fcience  ;  our  foil  is  barren  :  it  mu  ft  be  manur¬ 
ed  and  cultivated  with  art  and  coft,  before  it  yields  a 
tolerable  harveft  of  what  defervts  the  name  of  fohd  know¬ 
ledge  ;  but  thefe  defecate  tenants  of  the  air  have  no  more 
to  do,  but  to  be  merely  paflive,  and  they  ftraight  learn 
every  thing  ;  for  the  eternal  Sapience  wanders  through 
the  univerfe,  to  feek  out  fuch  as  will  or  car;  imbibe  her 
free  impreffion  ;  fhe  voluntarily  Hides  into  receptive  fouls, 
and  fills  them  with  her  rays.  Thus  the  fublimer  genii  of 
the  air  balk  in  an  open  orb  of  intellectual  light,  became 
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they  are  embodied  in  the  moft  refined  and  pared  matter, 
whereas  we  mortals  mud  be  thankful  for  her  illuminations 
by  retail;  (he  only  (hines  on  us  through  chinks  and  cran¬ 
nies  of  our  dungeon  flelh,  and  yet  but  feldom  fo  in  direct 
beams  ;  few  men  can  boaft  that  privilege  ;  the  greated 
part  walk  only  in  the  uncertain  twilight  of  opinion,  or  at 
bed  in  the  faint  languid  glimmerings  of  human  reafon, 
which, Tike  the  moon,  conveys  the  original  light  of  fcience 
to  us  by  reflection,  and  at  fecond  hand  ;  we  are  fain  to 
learn  from  books,  from  convcrfation  and  experience. 

Courteous  Hali,  thou  wilt  pardon  the  confufednefs  and 
want  of  order  in  this  letter,  when  thou  (halt  confider  the 
force  of  melancholy  which  fird  prompted  me  to  write  it; 
for,  heing  very  fad,  and  overcad  with  clouds  of  dark  and 
gloomy  thoughts,  which  different  paffions  caufed  tojodle 
one  againd  another  in  my  troubled  mind,  I  knew  not 
how  to  efcape  the  temped  better  than  by  writing  to  thee, 
my  learned  friend,  though  only  to  exprefs  my  circum- 
dances  ;  for  when  I  began  I  knew  not  what  to  fay,  but 
it  was  an  eafe  to  write  at  random  any  thing  to  breathe  my 
heart  and  ventilate  my  fpleen;  but  the  fpecilic  remedy  of 
my  grief  confided  in  addreffmg  to  thee,  my  dear  phylician, 
whole  very  remembrance  is  a  catholicon,  proof  againd  all 
my  maladies. 

Adieu,  thou  Atfculapius  of  the  Ottomans,  and  live  for 
ever. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1673. 


XVIII. — To  Musu  Abu’l,  T ah y an,  Profejfor  of  Philofo- 
phy  at  Fez. 

T hou  (halt  fee  that  I  am  a  man  of  my  word,  and  will 
keep  my  promife ;  for  this  difpatch  contains  a  farther  de- 
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fcription  of  Conftantinople  which  I  engaged  to  preient 
thee  with  in  my  laft. 

This  famous  city  is  fixteen  miles  in  circuit,  and  con¬ 
tains  nine  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants ;  it  is  divided  in¬ 
to  three  parts,  by  the  intercourfe  of  certain  arms  of  the 
fea,  and  aimed:  forms  the  figure  of  a  triangle  ;  the  walls 
are  of  an  incredible  height,  and  encompafs  feven  hills  within 
their  extent ;  one  is  near  the  Grand  Signior’s  feraglio, 
another  is  in  the  oppofite  corner  of  the  city,  which  leads 
to  Adrianople  ;  between  two  others  there  lies  a  plain 
which  is  called  the  Great  Valley ;  in  this  is  to  be  feen  an 
aqueduft  of  admirable  contrivance  and  ftru&ure,  the  work 
of  Conllantine  the  Great,  who  by  this  conveyed  water  to 
the  city  from  leven  miles  diftance;  So.yman  II.  augment¬ 
ed  it,  by  opening  a  current  of  water  two  miles  beyond 
the  fource  of  Conftantinople,  which  runs  through  feven 
hundred  and  forty  pipes  into  the  city,  befidesthofe  which 
ferve  the  mofques,  the  baths,  and  houfes  of  purification. 

At  the  extremity  of  the  town  is  feen  the  antique  build¬ 
ing  of  a  fortrefs,  which  is  called  the  Caftle  of  the  Seven 
Towers,  a  work  of  inimitable  archite&ure.  There  is  a 
garrifon  in  it  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  foldiers,  not  one 
of  which  dares  to  fet  his  foot  out  of  the  caftle-gates 
without  the  leave  of  the  vifier  azem,  unlefs  it  be  on  two 
certain  days  in  the  year,  that  is,  the  firft  of  Beiram  and 
Ramezan. 

In  this  place  formerly  the  Ottoman  emperors  ufed  to 
lay  their  treafures  of  gold  and  filver,  their  arms  and  am¬ 
munition,  their  books,  and  whatfoever  they  efteemed  pre¬ 
cious';  but  Amurat,  the  fon  of  Selimus  II.  tranflated  all 
thefe  things  into  the  feraglio,  where  they  have  been  kept 
ever  fince ;  and  this  caftle  is  turned  into  a  prifon  for  kings 
and  princes  taken  captives  by  the  true  faithful,  as  alfo  for 
rebellious  baffas  and  other  perfons  of  quality.  Here  Q o- 
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refqui,  Vayvod  of  Moldavia,  was  (hut  up  in  the  year  1617 
of  the  Chriilians  era;  and  in-  the  year  16  zz  of  the  fame 
date,  the  rebellious  janizaries  imprifoned  their  fovereigu 
lord,  Sultan  Ofman,  whom  afterwards  they  ilrangled  in 
the  lame  place. 

There  are  above  two  thoufand  mofques, .oratories,  and 
fepulchres,  within  the  walls  of  Conftantinople.  I  have 
already  deferibed  that  of  Aia-Sophian  in  my  latl  ;  it  re¬ 
mains  now  that  I  fpeak  of  four  others  built  by  forne  of 
■our  former  emperors  ;  the  iirft  and  chiefeft  was  built  by 
Sultan  Mahomet  II.  to  exprefs  his  gratitude_to  God  for 
the  taking  of  Conftantinople;  it  is  a  magnilicent  ftrudlure, 
railed  according  to  the  pattern  of  Sandla  Sophia.  He 
caufed  an  hundred  ftately  chambers  to  be  built  round  a- 
bout  it,  both  for  the  fervice  of  the  imaums  and  mollas 
who  belong  to  the  mofque,  and  for  the  entertainment  of 
ftrangers,  let  them  be  of  what  nation  or  religion  foever. 
He  railed  alfo  fifty  other  chambers  without  thefe  for  the 
ule  of  the  poor,  and  end-owed  the  mofque  with  fixty  thou  - 
fand  ducats  of  yearly  revenue. 

The  fecond  mofque  was  built  lay  Bajazet  II.  the  fon 
of  this  Mahomet;  the  third  was  built  by  Selimus  I.;  the 
fourth  by  Solyman  the  Magnificent.  The  three  lalt  of 
thefe  princes  lie  buried  each  in  his  own  mofque,  under 
monuments  of  a  l'uperb  figure,  innumerable  lamps  burn¬ 
ing  over  them,  and  round  about  them,  night  and  aay, 
whilft  certain  mollahs  pray  by  turns,  without  ceafing,  for 
the  health  of  the  departed  royal  fouls. 

But  the  laft  of  thefe  mofques,  which  was  built,  as  I 
have  faid,  by  Sultan  Solyman,  far  exceeds  all  the  reft,  and 
comes  not  fhort  of  SanSta  Sophia,  in  the  richnefs  of  mar¬ 
ble,  porphyry,  and  other  excellent  materials. 

The  Greeks  have  forty  churches  and  chapels  in  Con¬ 
ftantinople,  wherein  they  perform  the  Nazarene  worfhip ; 
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the  Armenians  have  four.  Thofe  of  the  Latin  commu¬ 
nion  have  a  college  annexed  to  it  for  a  certain  number  of 
Jefuits  ;  this  is  feated  in  Pera,  which  is  a  kind  of  fuburb 
to  Conftantinople. 

The  Jews  have  great  liberty  in  the  impetial  city  ;  their 
habitations  are  contiguous,  taking  up  nine  principal  ftreets, 
and  they  have  eight-and-thirty  fynagogues. 

The  walls  of  the  city  remain  very  entire,  and  are  dou¬ 
ble  towards  the  laud  ;  there  are  nineteen  gates  in  them, 
one  of  which  is  called  the  holy  gate,  in  refpecft  of  a  vaft 
multitude  of  Chriftian  faints  who  lie  buried  in  a  chapel 
hard  by  it.  It  was  through  this  gate  that  Mahomet  II. 
made  his  triumphant  entry  into  Conftantinople,  on  pur- 
pofe,  as  it  were,  to  profane  the  reputed  fanftity  of  the 
place,  and  infult  over  their  falfe  gods,  whilft  he  came  to 
eftablifh  the  law  and  worfhip  of  the  only  true  God,  Crea¬ 
tor  of  heaven  and  earth. 

There  are  abundance  of  antique  monuments  in  the  city, 
as  pyramids  and  obelilks  of  admirable  figure  and  contri¬ 
vance  ;  in  one  place,  there  are  three  ferpents  of  marble, 
ftretching  themfelves  to  the  height  of  two  men,  and  mu¬ 
tually  twifting  about  each  other ;  the  report  goes,  that 
thefe  were  eredled  by  a  magician  at  a  time  when  the  ci¬ 
tizens  were  much  infefted  with  living  ferpents,  and  that  by 
this  enchantment  they  were  freed. 

One  of  thefe  has  a  wound  in  the  neck,  which  was  gi¬ 
ven  it  by  Mahomet  II.  when  he  rode  into  the  vanquifhed 
city;  for  he  beholding  the  horrid  idol,  and  gueffing  right 
that  it  was  the  work  of  fome  magician,  was  moved  rvith 
holy  zeal  and  indignation  ;  wherefore,  couching  his  fpear, 
and  giving  fpurs  to  his  horfe,  he  ran  full  tilt  againft  ft, 
and  wounded  one  of  the  ferpents  in  the  neck,  which  is 
feen  to  this  day. 
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In  the  fame  pavement  there  hands  a  very  elegant  co¬ 
lumn  of  ruftic  workmanfhip,  as  they  call  it,  the  marbles 
of  which  it  confifts  being  fattened  together  without  the 
intervention  of  mortar,  bitumen,  or  any  other  cement ;  it 
has  within  a  winding  ftair-cafe,  by  which  one  may  go  up 
to  the  top. 

In  this  place,  which  is  called  the  Hippodrome,  the  Ot¬ 
toman  grandees  exercife  themfelves  on  horfeback,  and 
fometimes  the  Grand  Signior  himfelf,  efpecially  on  great 
feftivals. 

Round  about  it  there  are  above  two  thoufand  little 
fhops  of  tailors  or  botchers,  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who 
would  have  their  garments  mended,  fcowered,  and  polifh- 
ed  at  a  fmall  price  ;  and  yet  out  of  this  fo  contemptible 
a  trade,  the  Grand  Signior  receives  a  yearly  cuftom  of 
eleven  thoufand  fequins.  By  this  thou  mayeft  take  an 
ettimate  of  his  other  revenues,  which  flow  into  his  coffers 
from  all  parts  of  fo  vaft  an  empire. 

There  are  above  forty  thoufand  warehoufes,  and  fhops 
of  merchants,  brokers,  pedlars,  huckfters,  and  fuch  like 
callings,  each  trade  having  their  proper  bazar,  or  market, 
according  to  the  quality  of  the  goods  they  fell;  but  there 
is  one  more  eminent  than  all  the  reft,  which  is  called  Baf- 
tian,  where  are  goldfmiths,  jewellers,  and  fuch  as  deal  in 
any  manner  of  fine  and  cottly  things.  This  place  is  en¬ 
vironed  with  very  ftrong  walls,  fix  feet  thick,  and  is  fhut 
up  every  night  by  four  double  gates,  and  at  other  times 
as  occafion  requires;  fothat  it  looks  like  a  little  well-for¬ 
tified  town. 

In  this  wealthy  market  there  is  a  gallery  or  piazza 
neatly  arched  and  fupported  by  twenty-four  pillars  ;  un¬ 
der  this  there  are  abundance  of  little  fhops,  fix  feet  long 
and  four  in  breadth  ;  here  all  thofe  precious  commodities 
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are  expofed  to  fale  011  tables  or  counters*  and  with  their 
luftre  dazzle  the  eyes  of  fuch  as  pafs  by. 

Thou  mayeft  alfo  conjeCture  at  the  vail  gains  of  thefe 
merchants,  by  the  rates  which  they  pay  to  the  Grand 
iSignior  only  for  theirlicence  to  fell  in  this  place;  I  have 
known  one  man,  that  was  my  particular  acquaintance, 
give  yearly  two  thoufand  franks  for  this  liberty  ;  and  he 
told  me,  that  no  man  could  enjoy  the  freedom  of  the 
place  under  that  price,  unlefs  he  had  great  favour  ffiown 
him,  which  is  very  rare,  and  even  then  it  would  not  be 
much  abated. 

As  one  paffes  from  this  market  one  way,  there  arifes  a 
fiately  column  of  porphyry  begirt  in  many  places  with 
iron  hoops;  and  a  little  diftant  you  fee  another  more  lofty 
than  this;  it  is  called  the  hitlorical  column,  being  engra¬ 
ven  all  over  with  the  figures  of  men  ;  in  this  alfo  there  is 
a  ftair-cafe  to  the  top,  but  much  broken,  and  in  danger 
of  falling,  if  it  were  not  ilrengthened  and  held  together 
with  vaft  hoops  of  iron. 

The  next  thing  worthy  to  be  feen  is  the  old  palace  of 
Conftantine  the  Great  ;  worthy,  I  fay,  to  be  feen  only 
for  its  antiquity,  for  it  is  no  very  elegant  building;  yet 
it  has  this  commendation,  that  it  Hands  in  the  pureft  and 
moll  wholefome  air  of  the  whole  city. 

There  is  another  market  alfo  walled  in,  beiides  that  of 
the  goldfmiths,  8cc.  which  has  a  piazza  fupported  by  fix- 
teen  pillars  ;  in  this  are  fold  all  manner  of  filks  ;  and  a 
little  way  ofF  from  this  is  the  bazar  where  they  fell  Haves ; 
fo  great  are  the  gains  of  this  traffic,  that  thofe  who  ufe 
it  pay  to  the  Grand  Signior,  by  way  of  cuftom,  tfie  yearly 
fum  of  fixteen  thoufand  fequins.  ’ 

The  vintners,  victuallers,  and  futlers,  who  fell  wine  to 
the  Chriftians  and  Jews,  and  privately  to  muflulmans,  pay 
yearly  fifty-eight  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
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eight  fequins;  the  very  fifhermen  of  Conftantinople,  who 
live  along  the  ftrand,  pay  the  yearly  fum  of  twenty-nine 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety-four  fequins;  the  corn 
market,  where  all  forts  of  grain,  pulfe,  meal,  and  flour 
are  fold,  pays  yearly  into  the  treafury  fourteen  purfes  of 
money,  each  purfe  being  worth  one  thoufand  fix  hun¬ 
dred  thirty  and  three  fequins  ;  the  Egyptian  merchants 
who  bring  their  goods  from  Alcaire  to  fell  them  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  pay  twenty-four  purfes  ;  the  freight  of  all  fo¬ 
reign  merchant  fhips  make  up  one  hundred  and  eighty 
purfes  of  gold;  I  have  mentioned  the  value  of  each  purfe 
before  ;  the  great  flrambles  without  the  city  pay  thirty- 
two  purfes  ;  there  ferve  in  this  place  two  hundred  but- 
.chers,  over  whom  there  is  a  prefedt  or  mafter,  without 
whofe  confent  no  man  can  kill  any  beaft,  unlefs  it  be  in 
the  cafe  of  corban  ;  nay,  fo  great  is  the  authority  of  this 
prefedt,  that  the  Jews  themfelves  are  forced  to  afk  his 
leave  to  kill  their  beads  after  their  own  fafhion.  The  rea- 
fon  why  the  flrambles  are  without  the  city,  is  for  purity 
fake,  left  the  city  be  polluted  with  blood. 

It  is  impoffible  to  call  up  the  prodigious  revenue  which 
arifes  to  the  Grand  Signior  from  the  fale  of  Hungarian 
Iheep  and  oxen  in  the  10th  and  nth  moons  ;  but  thou 
mayeft  comprehend  that  it  is  very  great,  when  fometimes 
in  one  day’s  time  there  are  fold  25,000  oxen,  and  40,000 
fheep. 

Neither  is  it  more  eafy  to  reckon  up  his  incomes  from 
the  fale  of  houfes,  fkiffs,  galleys,  faicks,  and  bigger  vef- 
fels;  befides,  it  would  be  too  tedious  for  one  letter.  What 
fliall  I  fay  of  the  tribute  which  the  Jews  and  Chriftians 
pay,  amounting  yearly  to  a  prodigious  fum  of  money  ? 
Time,  paper,  ink,  and  human  patience  itfelf,  would  fail  in 
•rehearfing  fo  many  particularities. 
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But  thou  mayeft  frame  a  regular  judgment  of  the  im- 
menfe  riches  which  the  Grand  Signior  is  poffeffed  of,  when 
thou  {halt  know  that  there  is  a  mint  in  the  imperial 
city,  where  four  hundred  men  perpetually  labour  in  coin¬ 
ing  new  money,  having  a  prefident,  or  overfeer,  who 
fupervifes  the  work,  who  mu  ft  be  a  Grecian,  by  a  fpe- 
cial  privilege  granted  to  that  nation  by  our  munificent 
emperors,  becaufe  the  mines  of  filver  and  gold  are  with¬ 
in  the  limits  of  the  Grecian  empire,  fo  that  none  but 
Greeks  are  admitted  to  afiift  at  this  curious  artifice. 

The  prefident  is  obliged  every  new  moon  to  fend  in¬ 
to  the  feraglio  ten  thoufand  fequins  of  gold,  and  twen¬ 
ty  thoufand  in  filver  ;  for  fuch  is  the  pleafure  of  the 
great  fuitan,  that  the  royal  palace  fhould  always  abound 
with  fair  new  money. 

Sage  Mufu,  allure  thyfelf  that  Conftan'cinople  is  the 
grand  treafury,  exchequer,  or  bank  of  the  whole  earth, 
where  all  the  riches  of  the  Eaft,  Weft,  North,  and 
South,  and  of  the  feven  climates,  are  refunded  and  laid 
up  as  in  their  proper  centre:  But  I  have  more  to  fay 
in  another  letter  concerning  this  glorious  city  ;  only 
time  juft  now  gave  me  a  prick  with  the  end  of  his 
fcythe,  to  put  me  in  mind  of  an  urgent  affair,  not  to 
be  neglefted  this  moment ;  wherefore,  in  hafte,  adieu. 

Paris,  rft  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1673,. 
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